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1. Name 

E x p i r e s ' ' i e » 3 I - S 7 

For NPS ulb'enly 

.'/:n-«wpived OCT I 4 1987 
date entered 

historic ; Br is to l Indust r ia l H is tor ic D i s t r i c t 

and or common N/A 

2. Location 
street & number Please see cont inuat ion sheets W A not for publication 

city, town Br is to l m A vicinity of 

state Pennsylvania po^e 042 county Bucks code 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownership 

CL district public 
buildlng(s) private 
structure X both 
site p u b l i c Acqu is i t i on 
object ' y j ^ in process 

mA . being considered 

Status 
^ occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 

-Jl. . yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
ottier: 

4. Owner off Property 

name M u l t i p l e Ownership 

street & number N/A 

city, town N/A N/A. vicinity of state N/A 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bucks County Recorder o f Deeds, Bucks County Courthouse 

streeta number East Court S t ree t 

city, town Doylestown state Pennsylvania 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

titiePennsyl vania H is to r ic Resources Survey has this property been determined eligible? yes 1 no 

date 1986 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l and Museum Commission 

city, town Har r i sburg state Pennsyl vania 



7. Description 

Cond i t ion Checic one CJ^iecli one 
. excellent deteriorate) 
.good_ ruins 
fair unexposed 

excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 
X_good_ ruins - f a l t e r e d moved date N/A 

Daacr ibe t he p resen t and o r ig ina l (if I tnown) phys ica l appearance 

The 13.8 acre B r i s t o l I n d u s t r i a l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s located in the 
Borough o f B r i s t o l in southern Bucks County» Pennsylvania. The 
d i s t r i c t * which l i e s nor th o f the borough's p r i n c i p a l commercial and 
r e s i d e n t i a l areas* i s roughly bounded by the former main l i n e o f the 
Pennsylvania Ra i l road on the southeast* J e f f e r s o n Avenue on the 
nor theas t * t he remnants o f the Delaware D i v i s i o n of the Pennsylvania 
Canal on the nor thwest* and Beaver S t ree t on the southwest. 

The d i s t r i c t * which is wholly indus t r ia l in character* consists of s ix 
factory complexes comprising a t o t a l of t h i r t y - s i x bui ld ings and seven 
s t ruc tu res . Two l a rge complexes* the Grundy M i l l Complex and the 
B r i s t o l Carpet M i l l s , are presently l i s ted in the National Register of 
H i s t o r i c P laces . These two complexes* which anchor the nor thern and 
southem ends of the roughly r ec t i l i nea r d i s t r i c t * account for twenty of 
the d i s t r i c t ' s c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s . Smal le r i n d u s t r i a l complexes 
occupy the area between these two previously l i s t e d resources. These 
smal ler complexes contain sixteen bui ldings and seven st ructures. Seven 
of these bu i ld ings (nineteen percent of the t o t a l number of bui ld ings in 
t he d i s t r i c t ) and seven s t r u c t u r e s (one hundred percent o f the 
d i s t r i c t ' s s t r u c t u r e s ) are considered non-contr ibut ing resources. The 
d i s t r i c t ' s c o n t r i b u t i n g resources gene ra l l y r e t a i n a high degree of 
i n t e g r i t y and have undergone re l a t i ve l y few a l te ra t ions . 

Between 1876 and 1885 the B r i s to l Improvement Company (BIO* a group of 
local businessmen anxious to a t t r ac t new Industr ies t o the community* 
constructed f i v e large m i l l complexes w i th in the d i s t r i c t . These m i l l 
complexes c o n s t i t u t e the l a r g e s t and most prominent resources in the 
d i s t r i c t . A l l of the m i l l bui ld ings erected by the BIC are constructed 
of stone* w i th red br1cl< used fo r t h e i r cornices and as segmental arches 
above window and door openings. The widespread use of these mater ia ls 
g i ves the d i s t r i c t an a r c h i t e c t u r a l cohesiveness, desp i te l a t e r 
addit ions and a l te ra t ions t o the o r ig ina l bu i ld ings, and the stuccoing 
of the BIC bu i ld ings in the Grundy M i l l Complex. 

Most of the con t r ibu t ing resources constructed a f t e r 1885 are located in 
t he Grundy M i l l Complex. The most prominent o f these b u i l d i n g s * 
designed by the Phi ladelphia arch i tec tura l f i r m of Heacocl^ and Hokanson* 
are e a r l y examples, cons t ruc ted c. 1910, o f r e i n f o r ced concre te 
i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s in Bucks County. Other post-1885 b u i l d i n g s and 
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The B r i s t o l I n d u s t r i a l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s roughly bounded by the 
former main l i n e o f the Pennsylvania Ra i l road on the southeas t , 
J e f f e r s o n Avenue on the nor theast* the former bed of the Delaware 
Div is ion of the Pennsylvania Canal on the northwest* and Beaver Street 
on the southwest. 
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structures Include concrete block construction and several modem sheds 
tha t are considered non-contr ibut ing resources. 

The f i r s t m i l l cons t ruc ted by the BIC i s p r e s e n t l y p a r t o f the Grundy 
M i l l Complex, loca ted at the nor thern end of the d i s t r i c t along the 
former Delaware D i v i s i o n o f the Pennsylvania Canal . The complex was 
cons t ruc ted over a f i f t y - f i v e year per iod f o r the worsted m i l l i n g 
operations of Grundy Brothers & Campion and t h e i r successor operations* 
Wi l l iam H. Grundy & Company and Joseph R. Grundy. 

The Grundy M i l l Complex is ind iv idua l l y l i s ted on the National Register 
of H is to r ic Places (Auerbach and Marshall 1985). A complete descr ipt ion 
of the property is Included In the individual nomination. The complex 
consists of t h i r t een cont r ibu t ing bui ldings* the most recent erected c. 
1930. The b u i l d i n g s range in he igh t from one t o seven s t o r i e s and are 
constructed of stone, b r i ck , and reinforced concrete. A 168-foot t a l l 
c l o c k t o w e r v i s u a l l y dominates the complex. A l l o f t he b u i l d i n g s in 
the complex are stuccoed. The ea r l i es t bui ld ings in the complex, those 
constructed by the BIC during the las t quarter of the nineteenth century 
are long, low, two and three-s tory stone bui ld ings. The most prominent 
l a t e r b u i l d i n g s , cons t ruc ted between 1910 and 1915, are o f re in fo rced 
concre te . The e a r l i e s t o f these l a t e r b u i l d i n g s * t he seven-s tory 
spinning m i l l and warehouse and the I t a l i ana te s t y l e clock tower* are 
among the f i r s t reinforced concrete indust r ia l bu i ld ings constructed In 
Bucks County (Green 1911:248). Heacock & Hokanson designed these 
bui ld ings* as wel l as the massive reinforced concrete powerhouse erected 
at the southwest corner of the property in 1915. 

The second m i l l cons t ruc ted by the BIC* the Keystone M i l l * i s located 
d i r e c t l y across Canal Street from the Grundy M i l l Complex. The or ig ina l 
bu i ld ing* erected in 1877* is a two-story* gable-roofed stone bu i ld ing , 
w i t h a s i n g l e s t o r y wing t o the nor theast* c l ad w i t h s tucco. The 
I n i t i a l occupant o f the b u i l d i n g was L. M. Harned & Co.* manufacturers 
o f f r i n g e . About 1903 Edward T. Steel & Company* a worsted m i l l i n g 
f i r m * acqui red the p rope r t y and erected the two t w o - s t o r y b r i c k 
a d d i t i o n s t h a t abut the o r i g i n a l m i l l b u i l d i n g on the southwest . The 
complex presently consists of four bui ldings* a l l of which contr ibute t o 
the character of the d i s t r i c t . 
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The t h i r d m i l l constructed by the BIC is located on the northwest side 
of Canal Street Just southwest of i t s Intersection wi th Dorrance Street. 
Erected in 1880* the Star M i l l housed a k n i t goods manufactory. The 
f i r s t two s tor ies of the gable-roofed bui ld ing display the t yp i ca l stone 
c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h b r i c k d e t a i l s t h a t characterize BIC m i l l bu i ld ings. 
The t h i r d s to ry * which appears t o be a l a t e r a d d i t i o n * i s b r i c k . A 
s ing le-s tory stone bo i l e r house is attached to the northeast facade of 
the main bu i ld ing. Since about 1891 the Star M i l l has been physical ly 
connected t o the f o u r t h m i l l cons t ruc ted by the BIC* the Wi lson & 
Fenlmore Wallpaper Factory* located d i rec t l y to the southwest. 

Constructed in 1882* the Wilson & Fenlmore Wallpaper Factory is a long 
three-story* gable-roofed bu i ld ing tha t extends along the northwest side 
of Canal Street northeast from Beaver Street. The bui ld ing 's f i r s t two 
s t o r i e s are stone w i t h b r i c k d e t a i l s . These s t o r i e s are p a r t i a l l y 
hidden beneath a crudely applied coating of stucco. The stuccoed t h i r d 
story* which is probably a l a te r addit ion* appears t o be constructed of 
b r i c k . The nor theas t end o f the b u i l d i n g ' s southeast facade Is 
p a r t i a l l y supported by three buttresses. The complex* as i t presently 
e x i s t s * c o n s i s t s o f n ine b u i l d i n g s , four o f which c o n t r i b u t e t o the 
character of the d i s t r i c t . The non-contr ibuting bui ld ings Include two 
smal l , concrete block addi t ions located along the northeast facade of 
the former Star M i l l and three modern outbui ld ings. 

In 1885 the BIC erected i t s l as t major m i l l bu i ld ing , the B r i s t o l Carpet 
M i l l s , also known as the Thomas L. Leedom Carpet M i l l . This property, 
located at the southwestern end of the d i s t r i c t , is i nd i v idua l l y l i s t ed 
on the National Register of H is to r i c Places (Thomas and Benenson 1986). 
A f u l l d e s c r i p t i o n o f the complex is inc luded in t he i n d i v i d u a l 
nomina t ion . In gene ra l , the complex cons i s t s o f seven c o n t r i b u t i n g 
bui ld ings la id out in two ranges tha t flank a wide a l ley tha t opens o f f 
of Beaver Street. The p r inc ipa l bui ld ing in the complex is a 500-foot 
l o n g , t h r e e - s t o r y s t o n e b u i l d i n g * w i t h the b r i c k d e t a i l s t h a t 
character ize BIC construct ion, tha t o r i g i na l l y housed the weaving m i l l . 
This bu i ld ing and i t s l a t e r addit ions extend along the former main l i ne 
o f the Pennsylvania R a i l r o a d . La te r add i t i ons and wings w i t h i n the 
complex, the most recent constructed c. 1915, display the same stone and 
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b r i c k c o n s t r u c t i o n t h a t cha rac te r i zes the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g s . These 
l a te r bui ld ings range in height from one to four s to r i es . 

The only cont r ibu t ing resource w i th in the d i s t r i c t not b u i l t by the BIC 
i s a t w o - s t o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g const ruc ted in 1891 f o r the Pe i rce & 
W i l l i a m s P lan ing M i l l . The b u i l d i n g is p r e s e n t l y camouflaged by 
appl icat ions of textured stucco and a r t l f i c a l stone. This bui ld ing is 
p a r t o f a sma l l complex* c o n s i s t i n g o f t h r e e b u i l d i n g s and seven 
s t r u c t u r e s * s t i l l assoc ia ted w i t h a lumber ya rd . A l l o f the o ther 
bui ld ings and structures are considered non-contr ibut ing resources. The 
two non-contr ibut ing bui ld ings are a concrete block garage and a two-
story frame bui ld ing sided wi th a var iety of mater ia ls . The seven non-
c o n t r i b u t i n g s t r u c t u r e s are modern* open lumber sheds. The Pe i rce & 
W i l l i a m s P lan ing M i l l i s Included w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t * desp i te I t s 
preponderance o f n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g resources* because o f the f i r m ' s 
associations wi th Joshua Peirce* the dr iv ing force behind the B r i s to l 
Improvement Company. 

The general i n t e g r i t y o f the B r i s t o l I n d u s t r i a l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s 
good. The d i s t r i c t con ta ins four teen b u i l d i n g s t h a t date from 1876-
1885* the period in which the B r i s to l Improvement Company constructed 
m i l l and f a c t o r y b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t . These resources, and 
those cont r ibu t ing resources constructed a f t e r 1885, continue t o convey 
a c lear sense of a t i g h t l y concentrated co l l ec t i on of indus t r ia l m i l l s 
and fac to r ies . The indus t r ia l character o f the d i s t r i c t remains in tac t 
and almost wholly unimpaired. Many of the ind iv idual bui ld ings w i th in 
the d i s t r i c t have been a l t e r e d t o some e x t e n t , but the a l t e r a t i o n o f 
indus t r ia l bui ld ings is more a re f lec t ion of the continued v i a b i l i t y of 
the bu i ld ing fo r indus t r ia l use than i t is an Impairment of the o r ig ina l 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l cha rac te r . A l t e r a t i o n s w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t have been 
rather l im i t ed and are large ly confined t o a l te ra t ions in fenestrat ion 
and the Introduct ion of loading docks and other f a c i l i t i e s that r e f l e c t 
the s h i f t from rai l roads t o trucks as the p r inc ipa l means of supplying 
raw m a t e r i a l s and c a r r y i n g away f i n i s h e d products from the m i l l s and 
f a c t o r i e s . These types o f a l t e r a t i o n have l i m i t e d Impact upon the 
overa l l i n t eg r i t y of the resource. 

As p r e v i o u s l y noted, the d i s t r i c t ' s heav ies t concen t ra t i on of non-
c o n t r i b u t i n g resources i s located on the former Pe i rce & W i l l i a m s 
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Planing M i l l property. Most of these resources are modern lumber sheds 
tha t are not general ly v i s i b l e from the s t ree t . Other non-contr ibut ing 
resources w i th in the d i s t r i c t include a var ie ty of smal l , s ing le-s tory 
storage bui ld ings and garages, most constructed of concrete block. The 
l a r g e s t n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g resource i s a s i n g l e - s t o r y frame warehouse* 
c lad w i t h cor rugated metal s i d i n g * e rec ted by the Grundy M i l l s a t t he 
south corner of the intersect ion of Canal Street and Jefferson Avenue. 
The r e l a t i v e l y small size of these non-contr ibut ing resources* and in 
the case of the Peirce & Wil l iams complex, t h e i r locat ion at the rear of 
s i t e s , away from public view, prevents them from ser iously impair ing the 
character of the d i s t r i c t . 



8. Signifficance 

Period Areas of Significance—ChecIc and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic - _ conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
160O-1699 _X- architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

_ X . 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1868-1937 Builder/Architect Bristol Improvement Company, 

statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Heacock and HokanSOn 

The Bristol Industrial Historic D is t r ic t is a significant collection of 
factory and mill complexes containing elements dating from 1875 to 1937. 
The pr inc ipa l resources in the d i s t r i c t are f ive mi l l complexes 
constructed during the l a s t quarter of the nineteent+i century by the 
Bristol Improvement Company (BIC), a group of local businessmen intent 
upon a t t rac t ing new industr ies to the community. The h i s t o r i c a l 
significance of the d is t r ic t stems from i ts associations with the BIC, 
whose ac t iv i t ies played a crucial role In transforming Bristol from a 
t ransportat ion center into Bucks County's pr inc ipa l manufacturing 
center. Throughout the late nineteenth and early twentieth century the 
mil ls and factories included within this nomination constituted the most 
important manufacturing d is t r ic t in both Bristol and Bucks County. The 
d i s t r i c t i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t because the large number of 
indus t r ia l bui ldings i t contains i l l u s t r a t e the evolution of la te 
nineteenth and early twentieth century industrial architecture. Many of 
the mi l l and factory buildings within the d i s t r i c t are p a r t i c u l a r l y 
large and handsome examples of stone construction. The d is t r i c t also 
contains several large examples of early reinforced concrete industrial 
buildings. 

During the three decades pr ior to the C i v i l War B r i s t o l ' s economic 
prosperi ty hinged upon the community's posi t ion as the terminus and 
p r i n c i p a l t ranssh ipment po in t of the Delaware Div is ion of the 
Pennsylvania Canal. The loss of signif icant portions of the canal trade 
to the Delaware & Raritan Canal , as a r e s u l t of the construction of an 
outlet lock at New Hope in 1840, and the national economic downturns of 
the 1850s, brought a f ive-year period of economic decl ine to B r i s t o l 
beginning in about 1855. The town did not recover from the loss of I ts 
status as a transshipment point until the C i v i l War (Green 1911:144-148* 
173* 241). 

During the C i v i l War B r i s t o l ' s Industr ies rejuvenated the community's 
economy. The Keystone Forge, the B r i s t o l Woolen M i l l s , and the other 
industrial firms in the town prospered as a result of massive government 
purchases. After 1865, however, the town's economy again entered a 
recessionary period as wartime markets evaporated and none of these 
businesses f u l l y recovered from the p o s t - w a r depress ion (Green 
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10. Geographical Data 
13.8 Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name B r i s t o l 

UTM References 

' ^L l i i J M l , 2 | 2 . 0 . q |4,4|3,8|5.0,0 
Zone Easting Northing 

C I L L ^ |5|1.2|6,0.q |4,4|3,9,1.8.0 

Quadrangle scale 1: 24.000 

B 11.8 
Zone 

1.8l 
Easting 

|5|1 .2i6.8 0 

E U J I I I I I • I I • I . I I • I  

G L U I I . I • • I I . I • I • • I 
FLU I I I LLJ 

Northing 

_L J—L 

HLiJ I I • I • • I I • I . I • • I 
Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and Just i f i ca t ion 

Please see continuation sheets. 

L is t a l l s t a t e s and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A 

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A 
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1911:176). The Pennsylvania Ra i l road demolished the Keystone Forge 
complex in 1882. The Br i s to l Woolen M i l l became a hosiery m i l l , but by 
1910 the m i l l bui ld ings were vacant (Green 1911:237-240). None of the 
b u i l d i n g s or s t r u c t u r e s assoc ia ted w i t h B r i s t o l ' s C i v i l War pe r iod 
i ndus t r i es survive. 

Joshua Peirce, a Br i s to l nat ive who had spent several years in westem 
Pennsy lvan ia , returned t o B r i s t o l i n 1868 and resolved t o r e v i v e the 
town's depressed economy. In 1868 Peirce purchased fo r ty -n ine acres of 
vacant l and , located on the o u t s k i r t s o f town between the Delaware 
D iv is ion of the Pennsylvania Canal and the main l i ne of the Pennsylvania 
Ra i l r oad* and es tab l i shed the L i v i n g s t o n e M i l l s * a f a c t o r y f o r the 
manufacture o f f e l t products from woo l . I n a d d i t i o n t o ope ra t i ng h i s 
own f i r m , Pe i rce encouraged the es tab l i shmen t o f o ther I n d u s t r i a l 
e n t e r p r i s e s in the v i c i n i t y o f h i s p r o p e r t y . These f i r m s , which 
Included the B r i s to l Foundry, the Sherman Planing M i l l ( l a te r known as 
the Sherman & Pe i rce P lan ing M i l l and the Pe i rce & W i l l i a m s P lan ing 
M i l l ) and the Br i s to l Rol l ing M i l l s a l l contr ibuted t o the rejuvenation 
o f B r i s t o l ' s economy (Green 1911:243). None o f the b u i l d i n g s and 
st ructures associated wi th these enterpr ises surv ive, wi th the exception 
o f a p o r t i o n o f the Pe i rce & W i l l i a m s P lan ing M i l l , e rected In 1891 
a f t e r a f i r e destroyed the e a r l i e r p lant . This bu i ld ing , located w i t h i n 
the B r i s t o l Indus t r ia l H is to r ic D i s t r i c t , i s associated w i th a business 
enterpr ise p a r t i a l l y owned by Joshua Peirce, the dr iv ing force behind 
the pos t -C iv i l War development of B r i s t o l ' s indus t r ia l and manufacturing 
in te res ts . 

I n 1876 Pe i r ce and a number o f o the r prominent l o ca l businessmen 
organized the B r i s t o l Improvement Company, w i t h the i n t e n t i o n o f 
o f f e r i n g " f a c i l i t i e s t o manufacturers d e s i r i n g t o l oca te here by 
erect ing a bu i ld ing for t h e i r accommodation, thus encouraging the growth 
o f manufactur ing I n d u s t r i e s in the borough" (Green 1911: 248). As an 
a d d i t i o n a l i ncen t i ve f o r r e l o c a t i o n , a l l o f the m i l l b u i l d i n g s were 
exempt from borough t a x a t i o n f o r t h e i r f i r s t ten years o f o p e r a t i o n . 
Between 1876 and 1887 the BIC b u i l t f i v e l a rge m i l l complexes on 
port ions of the for ty -n ine acre t r a c t purchased by Peirce in 1868. A l l 
o f these complexes, which were leased t o manufactur ing f i r m s , were 
located w i th in the confines of the B r i s t o l Indus t r ia l H is tor ic D i s t r i c t . 
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The remaining port ions of Peirce's o r ig ina l t r a c t were apparently sold 
o f f and developed by others, p r i nc i pa l l y as housing for the workers who 
labored in the m i l l s and fac to r ies . 

The f a i l u r e o f the L i v i ngs tone M i l l s in 1887 bankrupted Pe i r ce and 
forced him t o s e l l , over the f o l l o w i n g two years , h i s rea l es ta te 
holdings. Peirce's personal and business col lapse spel t the end of the 
BIC's dominance over B r i s t o l ' s i n d u s t r i a l e n t e r p r i s e s and t he company 
began to gradually d ivest I t s e l f of i t s propert ies, se l l i ng i t s land and 
b u i l d i n g s t o i t s t enan ts . By 1911 the BIC re ta ined ownership o f on ly 
two of the complexes i t had constructed. Peirce, however, remained an 
act ive par t i c ipant in the community's indus t r ia l economy, as evidenced 
by his Involvement w i th the Peirce & Wil l iams Planing M i l l In the 1890s 
(Green 1911: 248-251). 

Despite Peirce's personal f a i l u r e , the innovative e f f o r t s of the BIC to 
a t t r a c t industr ies t o B r i s t o l proved rather successful. Several f i rms 
wi th fac tor ies in Phi ladelphia relocated to B r i s t o l , at least p a r t i a l l y 
in order t o remove themselves from the union organizing a c t i v i t i e s of 
the Kn ights o f Labor (Scranton and L i c h t 1986:64-65). The m i l l and 
f a c t o r y complexes loca ted w i t h i n the B r i s t o l I n d u s t r i a l H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t are the only extant complexes associated wi th t h i s development, 
wh ich , by 1910, had t rans fo rmed the depressed canal town o f t he 1860s 
i n t o the l a r g e s t manufactur ing center In Bucks County. I n 1910 
B r i s to l ' s m i l l s and fac tor ies produced goods wor th $12,000,000 (Grundy 
1910:101). The d i s t r i c t ' s two p r i n c i p a l I n d u s t r i a l complexes, the 
Grundy M i l l s and the B r i s t o l Carpet M i l l s were among the l a r g e s t 
manufacturing concerns in the en t i r e county. 

The Grundy M i l l Complex, which contains the f i r s t bu i ld ing constructed 
by the BIC, was o r i g i n a l l y known as the B r i s t o l Worsted M i l l s . The 
m i l l , f i r s t leased in 1876 t o the Ph i lade lph ia -based f i r m o f Grundy 
Brothers & Campion, became a major manufacturer of worsted yarn. The 
f i r m expanded during the 1880s, and in 1911 purchased the former B r i s to l 
Rol l ing M i l l s complex, demolished the bu i ld ings, and in 1915 erected a 
new re in fo rced concrete powerhouse on the s i t e . By 1919 the Grundy 
M i l l s employed over 850 workers, making i t the largest employer in Bucks 
County (Labor and Industry 1920: 582). 
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The Grundy M i l l Complex i s a lso c l o s e l y assoc ia ted w i t h the career o f 
Joseph R. Grundy. Grundy, the lead ing i n d u s t r i a l i s t in B r i s t o l and a 
power fu l U.S. Senator, became the so le owner o f the Grundy M i l l s in 
1900, and purchased the complex from the BIC in 1904. In the Senate 
Grundy cons is tent ly lobbied fo r high t a r i f f s and l eg i s l a t i on designed t o 
p r o t e c t manufac tur ing I n t e r e s t s , i nc lud ing h i s own. He a r d e n t l y 
supported the Smoot-Hawley T a r i f f of 1931, the highest in the country's 
h i s t o r y . Grundy d id not neg lec t h is hometown f o r the na t i ona l scene. 
He was the dominant force in B r i s to l throughout the f i r s t decades of the 
twent ie th century, serving on the Borough Council and cont r ibut ing large 
sums of money fo r c i v i c improvements. He personally o f f s e t d e f i c i t s In 
the town budget , paid f o r comple t ion of a sewer system, and f inanced 
construct ion of the Borough Hal l (Hutton 1962). 

The B r i s t o l Carpet M i l l s , operated by another Philadelphia-based f i r m , 
Thomas L. Leedom & Company, produced the f i nes t Wil ton rugs, a type of 
c l o s e , s h o r t , c u t - p i l e c a r p e t s , manufactured in the United S ta tes . 
Thomas L. Leedom v e r t i c a l l y Integrated his operations a f t e r re locat ing 
t o B r i s t o l , i n c o r p o r a t i n g weaving, dye ing , yarn sp i nn ing , and, 
e v e n t u a l l y , wool p repa ra t i on under a s i n g l e roo f . The B r i s t o l Carpet 
M i l l s were B r i s t o l ' s second largest employer, a f t e r the Grundy M i l l s , 
th roughout the l a s t decades o f the n ine teen th cen tu ry and the f i r s t 
decades of the twent ie th century (Labor and Industry 1920: 582). 

The s m a l l e r m i l l s erec ted by the BIC never a t t a i n e d a l e v e l o f 
i ndus t r ia l importance or economic power s i m i l a r t o tha t of the Grundy 
and Leedom ope ra t i ons . The Keystone M i l l , which s t a r t e d as a f r i n g e 
manufac tur ing p l a n t operated by L. M. Harned & Co., became a warehouse 
f o r the Grundy M i l l in 1885. In 1903 Edward T. Steel & Co., a 
manufacturer of men's worsted c lo th that had taken over the Livingstone 
M i l l in 1887, purchased the property and incorporated the bui ld ing in to 
i t s worsted m i l l . The Star M i l l passed through the hands of t h r e e 
owners before being annexed to the adjacent wallpaper m i l l in 1891. The 
wallpaper m i l l operated i n t e r m i t t e n t l y , under the contro l of at least 
four d i f f e r e n t f i rms , throughout the la te nineteenth and ear ly twent ie th 
c e n t u r i e s . Several o f these f i r m s s imp ly held the m i l l in reserve , 
p r e f e r r i n g t o operate o ther p l a n t s in o the r l o c a t i o n s . By 1919 the D. 
Landreth Seed Company, a prominent l oca l company, had taken over the 
complex (Green 1911:249-250). 
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The m i l l s and f a c t o r i e s in the d i s t r i c t c o n s t i t u t e d the backbone o f 
B r i s t o l ' s i n d u s t r i a l economy w e l l i n t o the t w e n t i e t h cen tu ry . A l l o f 
the various complexes, wi th the exception of the vacant Br i s to l Carpet 
M i l l s , are s t i l l used for i ndus t r ia l purposes. At present the d i s t r i c t 
Inc ludes t he o l des t ex tan t i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s in B r i s t o l and 
c o n s t i t u t e s the l a r g e s t concen t ra t i on o f I n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s in the 
community. As an e n t i t y , therefore , the d i s t r i c t is representative of 
B r i s t o l ' s ro le as Bucks County's most important manufacturing d i s t r i c t . 

A r ch i t ec tu ra l l y the d i s t r i c t Is s i g n i f i c a n t fo r i t s large co l lec t ion of 
i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s t h a t i l l u s t r a t e the e v o l u t i o n o f i n d u s t r i a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e throughout the l a t e n ine teen th and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
centur ies. The ea r l i e s t bui ld ings in the d i s t r i c t , those constructed by 
the BIC, are Impor tan t l a rge examples o f stone masonry i n d u s t r i a l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . A l l o f these b u i l d i n g s are cons t ruc ted using a s i m i l a r 
p a l e t t e o f m a t e r i a l s . The w a l l s are o f Delaware River sandstone, 
presumably quarried upstream and barged down the Delaware Div is ion of 
the Pennsylvania Canal to the bu i ld ing s i t es . Common red br ick Is used 
f o r t he segmental arches above window openings and f o r the co rn i ces . 
B u i l t between 1875 and 1885, the BIC bui ld ings are rather la te examples 
o f stone i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s and, in a sense, r e l a t e more c l o s e l y t o 
antebellum Indus t r ia l archi tecture than they do t o t h e i r contemporaries* 
which were general ly constructed of b r ick . The BIC's consistent use of 
sandstone and b r i c k lends the d i s t r i c t a s t rong a i r o f a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
cohesiveness, despite the use of other mater ia ls fo r l a te r bui ldings and 
the stuccoing of several of the BIC bu i ld ings. 

The twen t ie th century addit ions t o the Grundy M i l l Complex re f l ec t the 
rap id e v o l u t i o n of I n d u s t r i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e during the la te nineteenth 
and ear ly twent ie th centur ies. These addi t ions, constructed only twenty 
years a f t e r the l as t of the BIC's t r a d i t i o n a l stone masonry bui ld ings, 
abandoned those t r a d i t i o n a l bu i l d i ng m a t e r i a l s in favor o f r e i n fo rced 
concrete. Erected in 1910, the seven-story warehouse and spinning m i l l , 
and the 168 - foo t t a l l c lock tower are among the f i r s t r e i n fo rced 
concre te i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s cons t ruc ted in Bucks County (Green 
1911:248). Local landmarks, v i s i b l e from a considerable distance, they 
symbol ized the cont inued v i t a l i t y and power o f B r i s t o l ' s i n d u s t r i e s . 
Along w i t h the m i l l ' s massive powerhouse, erec ted in 1915, the Grundy 
M i l l Complex's reinforced concrete bui ld ings r e f l e c t the rapid evolut ion 
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of indus t r ia l arch i tec ture and construct ion techniques t ha t occurred in 
the United States during the l as t decades of the nineteenth century and 
t he f i r s t decades o f t he t w e n t i e t h cen tu ry . They stand in s t r i k i n g 
contrast t o the t r a d i t i o n a l stone and br ick m i l l bui ld ings t ha t comprise 
the major i ty of the d i s t r i c t ' s resources. 

The f i v e large m i l l complexes t ha t comprise the major i ty of the B r i s to l 
I n d u s t r i a l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t are the products o f a concer ted l o c a l 
e f f o r t t o a t t r a c t Industry t o the community by erect ing the bui ld ings 
required by manufacturers. This promotional e f f o r t proved successful, 
t r a n s f o r m i n g B r i s t o l f rom a d e c l i n i n g canal town i n t o Bucks County's 
leading manufacturing center during the l as t quarter of the nineteenth 
cen tu ry . The Grundy M i l l s and the B r i s t o l Carpet M i l l s became the 
borough's l a r g e s t employers and ranked among the largest employers in 
the en t i re county. This co l l ec t i on of indust r ia l bu i ld ings i l l u s t r a t e s 
t he e v o l u t i o n o f I n d u s t r i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e in the Uni ted S ta tes . I t 
Inc ludes both massive stone masonry b u i l d i n g s , whose a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
o r i g i n s may be t raced t o the per iod p r i o r t o t he C i v i l War, and 
Important examples of ear ly re in forced concrete c o n s t r u c t i o n t h a t are 
r ep resen ta t i ve o f the course taken by I n d u s t r i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e in the 
twent ie th century. 
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Beginning at a p o i n t on the nor thwest s ide of the r i g h t - o f - w a y of t he 
former main l i ne of the Pennsylvania Railroad located on the east side 
o f Beaver S t r e e t , thence no r th along the east s ide o f Beaver S t ree t 
approx imate ly 840 f e e t t o a p o i n t on the southeast s ide of the former 
Delaware Div is ion of the Pennsylvania Canal. Thence northeast along the 
southeast bank o f the former Delaware D i v i s i o n o f t he Pennsylvania 
Canal, crossing Washington Street , approximately 1,720 feet t o a point 
on the southwest side of Jefferson Avenue. Thence southeast along the 
southwest side of Beaver Street* crossing Canal St reet , approximately 
490 f e e t t o a po in t on the nor thwest s ide of the r i g h t - o f - w a y of t he 
former main l i ne of the Pennsylvania Railroad. Thence t o the southwest 
along the northwest side of the r ight-of -way of the former main l i ne of 
t he Pennsylvania Ra i l road approx imate ly 290 f ee t t o a p o i n t on the 
southwest p roper ty l i n e o f the fo rmer Keystone M i l l complex. Thence 
northwest along the southwest property l i ne of the former Keystone M i l l 
complex approximately 80 feet t o a point on the southeast property l i n e 
o f the former Keystone M i l l complex. Thence southwest along the 
s o u t h e a s t p r o p e r t y l i n e o f t h e f o r m e r Keys tone M i l l complex 
approx imate ly 100 f e e t t o a p o i n t on the nor theast s i d e o f La faye t t e 
Street . Thence northwest along the northeast side of Lafayette Street 
approximately 170 feet t o a point on the northwest s ide of Canal Street, 
Thence southwest along the nor thwes t s ide of Canal S t r e e t , c ross ing 
Washington Street, approximately 370 feet to a point on the southwest 
side of Washington Street. Thence southeast along the southwest side of 
Washington Street approximately 60 feet to a point on the northwest side 
o f a former r a i l r o a d s i d i n g t h a t forms the southeast p r o p e r t y l i n e o f 
t he former Pe i rce & W i l l i a m s Planning M i l l . Thence, cu rv ing In a 
southwesterly and southerly d i rec t ion along northwest side of the former 
r a i l r o a d s i d i n g t h a t forms the southeast proper ty l i n e o f the former 
Pe i rce & W i l l i a m s Planning M i l l , approx imate ly 220 f e e t t o a po in t on 
the nor thwest s ide o f Canal S t r e e t . Thence southwest along the 
nor thwes t s ide of Canal S t ree t approx imate ly 310 f e e t t o a p o i n t . 
Thence at a r igh t angle t o the southeast across Canal Street and along 
the northeast property l i ne of the former Thomas L. Leedom Carpet M i l l 
approximately 290 feet t o a point on the northwest side of the r i gh t - o f -
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way o f the former main l i n e o f the Pennsylvania Ra i l road . Thence 
southwest along the northwest s ide o f the r i g h t - o f - w a y of the fo rmer 
main l i n e of the Pennsylvania Railroad approximately 1,000 feet t o the 
s t a r t i n g po int . 

These boundaries include a l l extant i ndus t r ia l propert ies h i s t o r i c a l l y 
associated w i th Joshua Peirce and the B r i s to l Improvement Company. The 
boundar ies exclude commercial and i n d u s t r i a l p r o p e r t i e s t h a t have no 
connection t o e i the r Peirce or the B r i s to l Improvement Company. Vacant 
l o t s are also excluded from the d i s t r i c t . 
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