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1. Name
historic C.C. Knight Factory
and‘or common Middishade Clothing Factory (preferred)

2. Location

street & number 1600 Callowhill Street N/A not for publication
city, town Philadelphia N/A vicinity of
state PA code 042 county Philadelphia code 101
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_ district —_ public —__occupied —__ agriculture —_ museum
X _building(s) _X_ private _X__unoccupied —__ commercial — park
__ structure ____both — work in progress ____ educational ___ private residence
___ site lﬂ.lﬁ!iic Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment —religious
___ object n process X yes: restricted —__ government ____ scientific
_l /1 ‘being considered —__ yes: unrestricted X industrial — transportation
‘no military — other:

4. Owner of Property

name Gateway Associates
street & number 1417 Spruce Street
city, town Philadelphia N/A vicinity of state PA

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Philadelphia City Hall, Dept. of Records
street & number Broad and Market Streets
city, town Philadelphia state PA

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title none has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _X no
N/A ’

date MiA — federal ____state ___county ____ local

depository for survey records ¢

city, town state

w& £



7.

Description

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent __ deteriorated __ unaltered _X_original site N/A
_X good ____ruins __Xaltered —___moved date
—fair — unexposed

i

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Middishade Building is a six-story concrete framed manufacturing building
that was erected in 1908 at the southwest corner of Sixteenth and Callowhill
streets. Once surrounded by other immense factories that made everything from
railroad engines to tools, it and its neighbor, the Peerless Hoist Company,
now stand alone by the Callowhill branch of the railroad. The building itself
is a handsome example of reinforced concrete construction sheathed on its two
public facades in dressy hard fired brick and terra cotta, but left unadorned
toward its industrial neighbors on the south and west. Within, the interior
spaces are the direct expression of the poured concrete, showing the formwork
of the columns, beams, and slabs. The building retains a high degree of
integrity, within and without and conveys with force the mass scale of the
industrialization of work in the twentieth century.

The Sixteenth and Callowhill street facades share a common "public"
architectural vocabulary of massive coursed brick piers, corresponding to the
interior structural bays, and continuing around the exterior. These are
capped by a terra cotta entablature above the first floor mezzanine which
"supports" four stories to abelt course, in turn setting off an attic story
capped by a parapet. With street names and "No. 1 Building" (a reference to
the ambitions of the original owner, the C.C.XKnight Co.) cast into the
entablature, it is the major element in the facade. The upper stories shift
from the uninflected rhythm of the base to one of corner pavilions flanking
central bays in the fashion of renaissance classicism. That articulation is
subtle to be sure, being little more than a brick deep, but by cutting the
corner pilasters and capitals as if they were behind the brick facade, the
architect made it clear that such a composition was intended.

That articulation of the facade corresponds to the plan features. For
example, the expressed corner bays of the east facade both contain entrances
and the southeast and northwest corners also contain the fire towers, denoted
on the exterior by sashless openings that light the stair landings, while the
northeast corner contains the wrought iron railed stair to the management”’s
mezzanine. The corner pavilions are given greater weight by three broadly
spaced three-over-three light iron sash at each floor separated by piers that
are as wide as the window openings. At the attic story, round arched windows
resolve the top. The central bays are by contrast, more open, consisting of
banks of four, four-over-four metal sash windows separated by piers that are
turned into pilasters by large terra cotta capitals below the fifth floor belt
course. A similar pattern continues along the Callowhill Street facade, but
with two three-over-three windows in the corners and banks of three-over-three
windows separated by pilasters. Terra cotta sills and parapet copings,
soldier course brick above windows and massive swagged consoles above the
doors give the building a level of finish that characterized the public face
of early twentieth century factories. That level of finish continues at the
top where a small pediment, ornamented with a cartouche that contains the
founding date of the business,(1812), and the completion date (1909) of the
new building screens the gable roof peak.

(continued)
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Description (continued):

The side and rear walls, are by contrast, matter of fact, but with a
relationship to the main facades in proportion and fenestration. There the
concrete frame is directly expressed on the surface, instead of being clad in
brick. The lower third of the bays are infilled with brick laid in common
bond, and capped by terra cotta sills. The three-over-three windows in banks
of three are like those of the Callowhill facade. The industrial character of
the building is evident in the loading docks that alternate with large
industrial sash on the Callowhill Street side.

Although the facades of the building are largely intact, two alterations have
occurred to the exterior. The original pressed metal cornice was removed a
generation ago when so many other cornices were dismantled frombuildings.
Its outline is clearly evident, and original plans at the Historical Society
of Pennsylvania indicate that it could be readily recreated. And an imitation
granite entrance at the south east corner provided access to the Middishade
retail lobby when the company began to market its own products at the factory.

The interior by contrast with the handsome classicism of the street facades,
was in keeping with the industrial character of the rear. On the upper
stories, square section reinforced concrete columns are spaced according to
the exterior bay system and carry longitudinal beams and transverse girders
that in turn carry concrete floors. The origins of the system in the earlier
technology of heavy timber slow burning factory construction is clearly
apparent in the proportion and subdivision of the framing system, and is
continued in the framing of the attic story which is crowned by a gabled roof,
itself expressed on the facade by the shallow pediment that looks to the
earlier wood technology of the gabled roof. The first floor is oversized,
with a double height ceiling, and is overlooked by first and mezzanine level
offices.

Though the floor system is largely uninflected, there are some plan features
that link the building to up to date industrial design. One has already been
alluded to, the development of fire towers, such as those at the corners of
the building, and the centralized location of the toilets om the south wall
where efficiency experts suggested that they should be placed. Finally, a
freight elevator, served off the rear alley, vertically connected the
manufacturing process. At the front of each floor, a partition separates off
the management zone. Those areas have been modified over the years, with a
variety of up to date finishes that acknowledge the style consciousness of the
fashion industry. Office partitions of blonde oak, grooved mahogony paneling
and more recently synthetic wall boards capped by round headed glass subdivide
the management zones at the front of each story. Industrial stairs with wood
handrails, wrought iron balusters and concrete treads are in keeping with the
function of the building. The principal industrial interior spaces survive
with a high degree of integrity.

NPS counting purposes: The nominated property contains one contributing

i

building.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—_prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ._._ community planning _._ _ landscape architecture ____ religion

_1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic __._ conservation law __ science

——1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics ____ literature - sculpture

_1600-1699 _X _architecture ____ education . military ____ social/

___1700-1799 ____ art . engineering —___ music humanitarian

___1800-1899 . commerce -___exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater

_X 1900~ ____ communications X _industry —_ politics/government _____ transportation
. invention ____ other (specify)

Specific dates 1908 Builder/Architect Watson and Huckel

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Middishade Clothing Factory at Sixteenth and Callowhill streets is one of
the last survivors of the apparel industry which was Philadelphia’s largest
employer during the first two-thirds of this century and was second in output
only to New York.” Men”s clothing, and within that category, men”s tailored
clothing, were the most prominent divisions of Philadelphia”s apparel
production. Middishade, a manufacturer of men”s suits, specialized in the
production of blue serge suits, which became the uniform of the new office
work force of the 1920s. As the largest producer of that popular garment,
Middishade dominated its market by advertising campaigns in the national
media. The Saturday Evening Post, itself published in Philadelphia, was, from
the late 1920s until after 1950, Middishade”s favored location for its ads.
Finally, the Middishade plant is a well preserved example of the early
twentieth century factories that surrounded Philadelphia’s downtown and served
as the principal workplace for the urban population.

The Philadelphia textile industry was one of the city”s largest in employment
and value. In 1918, 147 mills in the city continued to produce wools and
worsted; four years later their output of woolen goods was reported as the
city”s third most valuable product.” The city”s vigorous textile industry was
supported by a major department store base of Strawbridge”s, Snellenberg”’s,
Wanamakers, and Gimbels all of which manufactured men”s ready to wear suits.
After World War II, new trademarks such as Daroff’s Botany 500 line were
nationally marketed from Philadelphia while After Six developed a more
specialized evening wear niche of the market.

The Middishade Clothing Company, founded in 1899, held a prominent position in
this industry. In 1929, its 700 workers made it the largest ready to wear
clothier in the city. But it was also a pioneer in modern marketing as
demonstrated by the firm”s fiftieth anniversary advertisement in a 1950 issue
of Men’s Wear which proclaimed the company’s many innovations over its first
half-century of existence.” Most important of these was their decision to
specialize in the production of one kind of suit -- blue serge which they made
from the 1920s until the 1950s. Their advertisement also noted innovative
marketing strategies that kept them the nation”s leading producer of these
suits. In a clothing industry which was seasonal and in which prices were
often discounted, Middishade offered year-round stock service and uniform
pricing, guaranteed its product and with its national advertising campaigns
helped maintain the suit market. These were as important in drawing retailers
to Middishade as advertising campaigns were in attracting customers.

(continued)



9. Major Bibliographical References

(See Attached)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property L2
Quadrangle name _Philadelphia Quadrangle scale ___1:24,000

UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The site begins at the southwest corner of 16th and Callowhill, extends south 100',
then west 197' 10", then north to Callowhill 100', then east 197' 10" to l6th Street.
The boundary contains the nominated building and all historically associated land.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A

11. Form Prepared By

name/title George E. Thomas, Ph.D.

organizatloﬁ Clio Group, Inc. date 13 August 1986, revis;ed 14 Oct. 86
street & number 3961 Baltimore Avenue telephone (215) 386-6276

city or town Philadelphia state PA

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national —_ state X_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Natiopal P rvic »
State Historic Preservation Officer signature M
title Dr. Larry E. Tise, State Historic Preservation Officer date / / / 2 J_/ﬁ‘

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is inciuded lw&nﬁg«

-/ W ¥ational Heghmbeg date /—C-&)
Z('ﬁi'op& of the National Register

Attest: date

Chief of Registration

GPO 911-399
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Significance (continued):

The importance of Middishade’s blue serge suit is apparent in the advertise-
ments that the company placed in The Saturday Evening Post and is also evident
in American literature of the period. Blue serge suits were the staple of the
men’s wear industry from the 1890s when, for the first time, almost every man
owned a dress suit, until about 1950. In the present, when men”s clothing is
increasingly casual, the dominance of the blue suit before World War II is
almost incomprehensible. In the early twentieth century up to 70 percent of
all suits were blue seﬂ§e, becoming very nearly a uniform for the growing
ranks of office workers. Blue serge suits were so closely identified with
this era that they became a stock image of corporate America in literature.
When Isabel Stannerd in John O“Hara’s 1935 novel Butterfield 8 spots her beau
Jimmy in unaccustomed splendor in a blue suit, a white starched shirt, and
black shoes, she immediately asks "How g?gg;_the blue suit ... Did you get a
job in Wall Street since I last saw you?"

Specialization represented by trade marks such as Arrow Shirt and Middishade
gave product identity and was a growing force in American retailing. Their
advertising was carried in the ever growing numbers of nationally-distributed
weeklies such as the Saturday Evening Post, Time, and Life. Such
specialization implied efficiency, a key word in American advertising and
industry during the late twenties, and gave a focus to the Middishade
advertising. Like standardization, another key word, specialization implied
dependability but also conformity, a point ironically implied in Sinclair
Lewis” novel Babbit whose hero proclaims "standardization is excellent
per se, when I buy an Ingersoll watch or a Ford, I get a better tool for less
money, and I know exactly what I’m getting, and that leaves me more time and
energy to be an individual in,"

Middishade”s regional and later national success made it a target during the
1920s of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America attempts to organize
Philadelphia“’s apparel workers. In 1923 the workers lost an initial fight
against Middishade management.9 A 1927 attempt was countered by a lockout,
leading to a retreat by the union. 0 Middishade played a crucial role in the
successful 1929 strike. The injunction by which the apparel manufacturers
attempted to end the strike attracted national attention and was the sub ject
of hearings conducted by Senator Robert La Follette. On September 16th, the
13th day of the strike, Middishade became the first major firm to sign with
the union1 paving the way for the progress made by the union during the
thirties.

Whether stimulated by labor peace after the union battle, or by Middishade’s
growing dominance of the ready-made blue suit market, the company left its
Seventeenth and Dickinson streets site in 1929, The building into which they
moved was designed by Watson and Huckel in 1908 for C.C. Knight and Co., iron

(continued)
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Significance (continued):

and steel merchants and tool manufacturers to serve the adjacent Baldwin
Locomotive Works.!? But while this building was under construction, Baldwin
was preparing to move to Eddystone, Pa. The building was then acquired by
Louis Bergdoll, as a plant to assemble his racing car. But, Philadelphia“s
automobile industry was centered on North Broad Street, where it was both
visible and near the nouveau riche customers, and before World War I,
Bergdoll moved to Broad Street above Vine.l3 By 1917, the building was being
used by the Lees company of Norristown for the manufacture of yarn, beginning
its long association with the clothing trades. In the early 1920s the
building served as a warehouse, and then was vacant before being converted
into a clothing factory which remained its use for the next three generations
with Middishade its principal tenant.

The Middishade factory shows a good understanding of beam and slab beam
concrete construction which represented the state of concrete design one year
before the new "mushroom" column and slab system that replaced it was
patented. The structure was directly expressed on the side and rear towards
the alleyway while the street elevations were sheathed in Georgian brick. In
this it was typical of its era, in screening the raw construction behind a
more public facade on the main street. Although Watson and Huckel are usually
remembered as architects for middle class Philadelphia institutions including
Methodist, Baptist and Roman Catholic churches and mansions for nouveau riche
industrialists, including carpet manufacturer J.H. Bromley and retailer George
Allen, they shouldl%lso be remembered for their industrial work in the early
twentieth century. They were active as architects for the Philadelphia
automobile industry along North Broad Street, designing two plants for the
Keystone Motor Car Co. in 1909 and 1911 and in 1906 they explored the
industrial use of reinforced concrete for the Theodore Dillon warehouse at 835
Vine Street.

Middishade’s new site was typical of local clothing manufacturers who were
usually located in the 15th Ward north of Vine and west of Broad Street and in
the 10th Ward immediately to the east. This neighborhood had been known for
its heavy industry where men worked interspersed with mills where women worked
in the clothing trades. As noted above, the C.C. Knight Company located here
because it was a supplier of tools for the Baldwin Locomotive Works. Nearby
had been the Pequa and Carlton cotton mills and the Caledonia Carpet Mills,
all of which would be demolished for the Benjamin Franklin Parkway after
1918. The move of Lees and later Middishade into the region exploited an
existing labor force.

The withdrawal of Baldwin Locomotives was the first of several twentieth
century blows to what had been a center of heavy industry in the city and

which even the growth of the apparel industry in the area could not entirely

(continued)
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Significance (continued):

repair. The creation of the Parkway and the Vine Street Expressway severed
many of the area”s links with downtown, more recently the planning for
Franklin Town further depleted the building stock. Simultaneously,
redevelopment in the 10th Ward has resulted in the demolition of most of the
buildings which housed nearly a hundred apparel establishments as recently as
1962.

Today the Middishade Clothing Company and its older neighbor Peerless Hoist
Factory, already on the National Register are the lone survivors of the
neighborhood”s prime and, in the Middishade”s case, of the apparel industry’s
once dominant role in this part of the city. As the center of production of
one of the nation”s best known clothiers, and pioneering marketers the Middi-
shade Building is associated with events that made a significant contribution
to the broad pattern of regional history and warrants being placed on the
National Register of Historic Places.

Notes

1. Edward B. Shils and Felix G01zucta—M1mo, A Study of ;gg h] a g!pb]g

ngg;ggmgg;__ggm_§§;g_ (Ph11ade1ph1a. Southeastern Pennsylvanla

Economic Development Commission, 1966) p. 14, and Elden La Mer,

T C i Worker in Phi lphia: Hi Their S 1
for Union and Solidarity (Philadelphia: Philadelphia Joint Board,

Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America, 1940) p. 5.

2 "The Philadelphia Market," Apparel Manufacturer, Vol. 34, No. 5
(May 1957) p. 1l4A.

3. Philadelphia Yearbook, 1918-19, p. C5 and Philadelphian:
The Sesquicentennial City, 1922, p. 15.

4. La Mer, op. cit p. 92.

54 "60th Anniversary Issue," Men’s Wear, Feb. 10, 1950, p.2.

6. ibid. p. 244.

7. John O“Hara, Butterfield 8, originally published 1935,
(New York: Victory Book, 1962) pp. 7-8.
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8. Sinclair Lewis, Babbit (New York: Random House, 1927) p. 100.
9. La Mer, op. cit. p. 72.

10. ibid. p. 73.

11. ibid. pp. 92-95.

12. Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builder”s Guide, (PRERFBG)
V. 25 (5 August 1908), #32

13. Clio Index: An Alphabetical Listing of Owner”s, Architects,

14. Philadelphia Building Permit 1917 - 6405.

15. Carl Condit, i Building Art, Vol. II, (New York, 1961),
PP 154"160 .

16. Clio Index.
17. PRERFBG, Vol. 21:43 (24 October 1906).
18. Shils, p. 25.

19. George W. Bromley and Walter S. Bromley, Atlas of the City of
Philadelphia, plates 7 and 8, (Philadelphia, 1910).
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION
BUREAU FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
BOX 1026
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17108-1026

National Register of Historic Places
US Dept. of Interior

Carol Shull, Chief of Registration
P.0. Box 37127 .

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Re: NR Nomination Forms

Dear Ms. Shull:

The following National Register nomination forms are being
submitted/resubmitted for your review and response:

’see attached

The proposed action is:

v

X listing in the National Register
determination of eligibility (owner objection)

If you have any questions regarding the nominations please
call us at (717) 783-=8947.

Sincerely,

C\{ 2 Sa 120 S6
. G eg ey, Chief

Division of Preservhtion Services

GR:sk




John Casper Stoever Log House
Lancaster County

Bradford County Courthouse
Bradford County

Thomas Beaver Free Library and Danville YMCA
Montour County

Austin Dam
Potter County

Dyerstown Historic District
Bucks County

Benjamin Riegel House
Bucks County

Joseph Walker House
Chester County

Henryville House
Monroe County

Pinehurst Apartments
Philadelphia

Middishade Clothing Factory
Philadelphia

Teller Cigar Factory
Bucks County




