


7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site ^^/^ 

x_ good ruins x altered moved date 
_ fair unexposed 
J X 

Describe the present and originai (if known) physical appearance 

The Middishade B u i l d i n g i s a s i x - s t o r y concre te framed manufactur ing b u i l d i n g 
that was erected i n 1908 at the southwest corner of S i x t e e n t h and C a l l o w h i l l 
s t r e e t s . Once surrounded by o ther immense f a c t o r i e s that made e v e r y t h i n g f rom 
r a i l r o a d e n g i n e s to t o o l s , i t and i t s n e i g h b o r , the P e e r l e s s H o i s t Company, 
now stand a lone by the C a l l o w h i l l branch of the r a i l r o a d . The b u i l d i n g i t s e l f 
i s a handsome example of r e i n f o r c e d concre te c o n s t r u c t i o n sheathed on i t s two 
p u b l i c facades i n d ressy hard f i r e d b r i c k and t e r r a c o t t a , but l e f t unadorned 
toward i t s i n d u s t r i a l neighbors on the south and west. W i t h i n , the i n t e r i o r 
spaces are the d i r e c t exp re s s ion of the poured c o n c r e t e , showing the formwork 
o f the c o l u m n s , beams, and s l a b s . The b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s a h i g h degree o f 
i n t e g r i t y , w i t h i n and w i t h o u t and c o n v e y s w i t h f o r c e the mass s c a l e o f the 
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n of work i n the twen t i e th cen tu ry . 

The S i x t e e n t h and C a l l o w h i l l s t r e e t f a c a d e s sha re a common " p u b l i c " 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l v o c a b u l a r y of massive coursed b r i c k p i e r s , cor responding to the 
i n t e r i o r s t r u c t u r a l b a y s , and c o n t i n u i n g ' a round the e x t e r i o r . These a r e 
capped by a t e r r a c o t t a e n t a b l a t u r e above the f i r s t f l o o r m e z z a n i n e w h i c h 
" s u p p o r t s " f o u r s t o r i e s to a b e l t c o u r s e , i n t u r n s e t t i n g o f f an a t t i c s t o r y 
capped by a p a r a p e t . W i t h s t r e e t names and "No . 1 B u i l d i n g " ( a r e f e r e n c e t o 
the a m b i t i o n s o f the o r i g i n a l owner , the C . C . K n i g h t Co.) c a s t i n t o the 
e n t a b l a t u r e , i t i s the major element i n the facade . The upper s t o r i e s s h i f t 
f rom the u n i n f l e c t e d rhythm of the base to one of corner p a v i l i o n s f l a n k i n g 
c e n t r a l bays i n the f a s h i o n of rena issance c l a s s i c i s m . That a r t i c u l a t i o n i s 
s u b t l e to be s u r e , b e i n g l i t t l e more t h a n a b r i c k deep , b u t by c u t t i n g the 
c o r n e r p i l a s t e r s and c a p i t a l s as i f t h e y were b e h i n d the b r i c k f a c a d e , the 
a r c h i t e c t made i t c l e a r that such a compos i t ion was in tended. 

That a r t i c u l a t i o n o f the f a c a d e c o r r e s p o n d s t o the p l a n f e a t u r e s . F o r 
example, the expressed corner bays of the east facade bo th c o n t a i n entrances 
and the southeast and northwest corners a l s o c o n t a i n the f i r e towers , denoted 
on the e x t e r i o r by s a sh l e s s openings tha t l i g h t the s t a i r l a n d i n g s , w h i l e the 
nor theas t corner con ta ins the wrought i r o n r a i l e d s t a i r t o the management's 
m e z z a n i n e . The c o r n e r p a v i l i o n s a re g i v e n g r e a t e r w e i g h t by t h r e e b r o a d l y 
spaced t h r e e - o v e r - t h r e e l i g h t i r o n sash at each f l o o r separated by p i e r s tha t 
are as wide as the window openings. At the a t t i c s t o r y , round arched windows 
r e s o l v e the top . The c e n t r a l bays are by c o n t r a s t , more open, c o n s i s t i n g of 
banks of f o u r , f o u r - o v e r - f o u r meta l sash windows separated by p i e r s that are 
turned i n t o p i l a s t e r s by l a r g e t e r r a c o t t a c a p i t a l s be low the f i f t h f l o o r b e l t 
course . A s i m i l a r p a t t e r n cont inues a long the C a l l o w h i l l S t r ee t f acade , but 
w i t h two t h r e e - o v e r - t h r e e windows i n the corners and banks of t h r e e - o v e r - t h r e e 
windows s e p a r a t e d by p i l a s t e r s . T e r r a c o t t a s i l l s and p a r a p e t c o p i n g s , 
s o l d i e r c o u r s e b r i c k above windows and m a s s i v e swagged c o n s o l e s above the 
doors g i v e the b u i l d i n g a l e v e l of f i n i s h tha t c h a r a c t e r i z e d the p u b l i c f a c e 
of e a r l y twen t i e th cen tu ry f a c t o r i e s . That l e v e l of f i n i s h cont inues at the 
top where a s m a l l p e d i m e n t , ornamented w i t h a c a r t o u c h e t h a t c o n t a i n s the 
f o u n d i n g d a t e o f the b u s i n e s s ,(1 812) , and the c o m p l e t i o n da t e (1 909) o f the 
new b u i l d i n g screens the g a b l e roof peak. 

(cont inued) 
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D e s c r i p t i o n ( c o n t i n u e d ) : 

The s i d e and r e a r w a l l s , a re by c o n t r a s t , m a t t e r o f f a c t , b u t w i t h a 
r e l a t i o n s h i p to the main facades i n p r o p o r t i o n and f e n e s t r a t i o n . There the 
concre te frame i s d i r e c t l y expressed on the s u r f a c e , ins tead of be ing c l a d i n 
b r i c k . The l o w e r t h i r d o f the bays a re i n f i l l e d w i t h b r i c k l a i d i n common 
bond, and capped by t e r r a c o t t a s i l l s . The t h r e e - o v e r - t h r e e windows i n banks 
of three are l i k e those of the C a l l o w h i l l facade . The i n d u s t r i a l cha rac te r of 
the b u i l d i n g i s e v i d e n t i n the l o a d i n g docks t h a t a l t e r n a t e w i t h l a r g e 
i n d u s t r i a l sash on the C a l l o w h i l l S t r ee t s i d e . 

A l t h o u g h the facades of the b u i l d i n g are l a r g e l y i n t a c t , two a l t e r a t i o n s have 
occurred to the e x t e r i o r . The o r i g i n a l pressed meta l c o r n i c e was removed a 
g e n e r a t i o n ago when so many o t h e r c o r n i c e s were d i s m a n t l e d f r o m b u i I d i n g s . 
I t s o u t l i n e i s c l e a r l y e v i d e n t , and o r i g i n a l p l ans at the H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y 
of P e n n s y l v a n i a i n d i c a t e that i t c o u l d be r e a d i l y r ec rea t ed . And an i m i t a t i o n 
g r a n i t e entrance at the south east corner p rov ided access to the Middishade 
r e t a i l lobby when the company began to market i t s own products at the f a c t o r y . 

The i n t e r i o r by con t r a s t w i t h the handsome c l a s s i c i s m of the s t r e e t f acades , 
was i n k e e p i n g w i t h the i n d u s t r i a l c h a r a c t e r o f the r e a r . On the upper 
s t o r i e s , square s e c t i o n r e i n f o r c e d concre te columns are spaced accord ing to 
the e x t e r i o r bay system and c a r r y l o n g i t u d i n a l beams and t r ansve r se g i r d e r s 
tha t i n tu rn c a r r y concre te f l o o r s . The o r i g i n s of the system i n the e a r l i e r 
t e c h n o l o g y o f h e a v y t i m b e r s l o w b u r n i n g f a c t o r y c o n s t r u c t i o n i s c l e a r l y 
appa ren t i n the p r o p o r t i o n and s u b d i v i s i o n o f the f r a m i n g s y s t e m , and i s 
cont inued i n the f raming of the a t t i c s t o r y which i s crowned by a gab led r o o f , 
i t s e l f e x p r e s s e d on the f a c a d e by the s h a l l o w pediment t h a t l o o k s to the 
e a r l i e r wood t e c h n o l o g y o f the g a b l e d r o o f . The f i r s t f l o o r i s o v e r s i z e d , 
w i t h a double height c e i l i n g , and i s o v e r l o o k e d by f i r s t and mezzanine l e v e l 
o f f i c e s . 

Though the f l o o r system i s l a r g e l y u n i n f l e c t e d , there are some p l a n f ea tu res 
tha t l i n k the b u i l d i n g to up to date i n d u s t r i a l de s ign . One has a l r e a d y been 
a l l u d e d t o , the d e v e l o p m e n t o f f i r e t o w e r s , such as t hose a t the c o r n e r s o f 
the b u i l d i n g , and the c e n t r a l i z e d l o c a t i o n of the t o i l e t s on the south w a l l 
where e f f i c i e n c y e x p e r t s s u g g e s t e d t h a t t hey s h o u l d be p l a c e d . F i n a l l y , a 
f r e i g h t e l e v a t o r , s e r v e d o f f the r e a r a l l e y , v e r t i c a l l y c o n n e c t e d the 
manufactur ing process . A t the f r o n t of each f l o o r , a p a r t i t i o n separates o f f 
the management zone . Those a r eas have been m o d i f i e d o v e r the y e a r s , w i t h a 
v a r i e t y of up to date f i n i s h e s tha t acknowledge the s t y l e consciousness of the 
f a s h i o n i n d u s t r y . O f f i c e p a r t i t i o n s of b londe oak, grooved mahogony p a n e l i n g 
and more r e c e n t l y syn the t i c w a l l boards capped by round headed g l a s s s u b d i v i d e 
the management zones at the f r o n t of each s t o r y . I n d u s t r i a l s t a i r s w i t h wood 
h a n d r a i l s , wrought i r o n b a l u s t e r s and concre te t reads are i n keeping w i t h the 
f u n c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g . The p r i n c i p a l i n d u s t r i a l i n t e r i o r spaces s u r v i v e 
w i t h a h igh degree of i n t e g r i t y . 

NPS counting purposes: The nominated property contains one contr ibut ing 

bu i ld ing . 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas ef Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

_x_. architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

x._ industry 
invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 

_ military 
music 

- - philosophy 
- - politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Spec i f i c da tes 1908 Bui lder /Arch i tec t Wa tson and H u c k e l 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Middishade Clothing Factory at Sixteenth and C a l l o w h i l l streets i s one of 
the l a s t survivors of the apparel industry which was Phi ladelphia ' s largest 
employer during the f i r s t two-thirds of th is century and was second i n output 
only to New York.^ Men's c l o t h i n g , and wi th in that category, men's t a i l o r e d 
c l o t h i n g , were the most prominent d i v i s i o n s of P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s appare l 
p roduc t ion .^ Middishade , a manufacturer of men's s u i t s , s p e c i a l i z e d i n the 
p roduc t ion of b l u e serge s u i t s , which became the un i fo rm of the new o f f i c e 
work f o r c e of the 1920s. As the l a r g e s t producer of that popular garment, 
Middishade dominated i t s market by a d v e r t i s i n g campaigns i n the n a t i o n a l 
media. The Saturday Evening Postt i t s e l f published in Ph i l ade lph i a , was, from 
the l a t e 1920s u n t i l a f t e r 1950, Middishade 's f a v o r e d l o c a t i o n f o r i t s ads. 
F i n a l l y , the Middishade p l a n t i s a w e l l preserved example of the e a r l y 
twentieth century fac tor ies that surrounded Phi ladelphia ' s downtown and served 
as the p r i n c i p a l workplace fo r the urban population. 

The Ph i l ade lph ia t e x t i l e industry was one of the c i t y ' s largest i n employment 
and v a l u e . In 1918, 147 m i l l s i n the c i t y cont inued to produce wools and 
worsted; four years l a t e r t h e i r output of woolen goods was repor ted as the 
c i t y ' s th i rd most va luab le product.^ The c i t y ' s vigorous t e x t i l e industry was 
supported by a major department s to re base of Strawbridge 's , Sne 1 lenb erg's , 
Wanamakers, and Gimbels a l l of which manufactured men's ready to wear su i t s . 
A f t e r World War I I , new trademarks such as D a r o f f ' s Botany 500 l i n e were 
n a t i o n a l l y marketed from P h i l a d e l p h i a w h i l e A f t e r S ix developed a more 
spec ia l ized evening wear niche of the market. 

The Middishade Clothing Company, founded in 1899, held a prominent pos i t ion in 
t h i s i n d u s t r y . In 1929, i t s 700 workers made i t the l a r g e s t ready to wear 
c l o t h i e r i n the c i t y . But i t was a l s o a pioneer i n modern marketing as 
demonstrated by the f irm's f i f t i e t h anniversary advertisement i n a 1950 issue 
of Men's Wear which proclaimed the company's many innovations over i t s f i r s t 
h a l f - c e n t u r y of ex i s tence .^ Most important of these was t h e i r d e c i s i o n to 
spec i a l i ze in the production of one kind of su i t — blue serge which they made 
from the 1920s u n t i l the 1950s. The i r adver t isement a l s o noted i n n o v a t i v e 
marketing s t r a t e g i e s that kept them the na t ion ' s l e ad ing producer of these 
s u i t s . In a c l o t h i n g i ndus t ry which was seasonal and i n which p r i c e s were 
o f t e n d i scoun ted , Middishade o f f e r e d year-round stock s e r v i c e and u n i f o r m 
p r i c i n g , guaranteed i t s product and with i t s nat ional adver t is ing campaigns 
helped maintain the su i t market. These were as important in drawing r e t a i l e r s 
to Middishade as adver t is ing campaigns were in a t t rac t ing customers. 

(continued) 



9. Bibliographical Refferences 

(See At tached) 

10. Data 
1/2 Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name P h i l a d e l p h i a 
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V e r b a i boundary desc r i p t i on and jus t i f i ca t ion 
The s i t e begins a t the southwest corner of 16th and C a l l o w h i l l , extends south 1 0 0 ' , 

then west 197' 10" , then no r th to C a l l o w h i l l 1 0 0 ' , then east 197' 10" to 16th Street . 

The boundary con ta ins the nominated b u i l d i n g and a l l h i s t o r i c a l l y a s s o c i a t e d l a n d . 

L is t a l l s t a t es and c o u n t i e s for p roper t ies over iapp ing s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state N/A code N / A county N/A code N/A 

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title George E. Thomas, Ph.D. 

organization C l i o Group, Inc. date 13 August 1986, revised 14 Oct. 86 

street & numt>er 3961 Baltimore Avenue telephone (215) 386 -6276 

city or town P h i l a d e l p h i a state PA 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

X 
national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I tiereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National ParlTS^rvict 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Dr. Larry E. Use, State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer date 

For MPS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is Included InJheNatli lister 

date / - C - S ' y 

of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
Q P O 91 1 ' S S a 
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S i g n i f i c a n c e ( c o n t i n u e d ) : 

The importance of Middishade 's b l u e serge s u i t i s apparent i n the a d v e r t i s e ­
ments that the company p l aced i n The Saturday Evening Post and i s a l s o ev iden t 
i n American l i t e r a t u r e of the p e r i o d . B l u e serge s u i t s were the s t a p l e of the 
men's wear i ndus t ry f rom the 1890s when, f o r the f i r s t t ime , a lmost eve ry man 
owned a d r e s s s u i t , u n t i l about 1950. I n the p r e s e n t , when men's c l o t h i n g i s 
i n c r e a s i n g l y c a s u a l , the dominance o f the b l u e s u i t b e f o r e W o r l d War I I i s 
a lmost incomprehens ib le . In the e a r l y twen t i e th cen tury up to 70 percent of 
a l l s u i t s were b l u e s e r e e , becoming v e r y n e a r l y a u n i f o r m f o r the g r o w i n g 
ranks of o f f i c e workers . B l u e serge s u i t s were so c l o s e l y i d e n t i f i e d w i t h 
t h i s e ra that they became a s tock image of corpora te America i n l i t e r a t u r e . 
When I s a b e l Stannerd i n John O'Hara's 193 5 n o v e l B u t t e r f i e l d fi. spots her beau 
Jimmy i n unaccus tomed s p l e n d o r i n a b l u e s u i t , a w h i t e s t a r c h e d s h i r t , and 
b l a c k s h o e s , she i m m e d i a t e l y asks "How about the b l u e s u i t . . . D i d you g e t a 
job i n W a l l S t r ee t s i nce I l a s t saw you?" ' 

S p e c i a l i z a t i o n represented by t rade marks such as Arrow S h i r t and Middishade 
g a v e p r o d u c t i d e n t i t y and was a g r o w i n g f o r c e i n A m e r i c a n r e t a i l i n g . T h e i r 
a d v e r t i s i n g was c a r r i e d i n the eve r growing numbers of n a t i o n a l l y - d i s t r i b u t e d 
w e e k l i e s s u c h as t h e S a L u r d a j L E v e n i n g Pas.L> Ti.ii£., and L i f . g . . S u c h 
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n i m p l i e d e f f i c i e n c y , a k e y word i n A m e r i c a n a d v e r t i s i n g and 
i n d u s t r y d u r i n g the l a t e t w e n t i e s , and gave a f o c u s to the M i d d i s h a d e 
a d v e r t i s i n g . L i k e s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n , another key word, s p e c i a l i z a t i o n i m p l i e d 
d e p e n d a b i l i t y but a l s o c o n f o r m i t y , a po in t i r o n i c a l l y i m p l i e d i n S i n c l a i r 
L e w i s ' n o v e l Babbi t whose hero p r o c l a i m s " s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n i s e x c e l l e n t 
per s e , when I buy an I n g e r s o l l watch or a F o r d , I get a b e t t e r t o o l f o r l e s s 
money, and I know e x a c t l y what I'm g e t t i n g , and t h a t l e a v e s me more t i m e and 
energy to be an i n d i v i d u a l i n . " ^ 

Middishade 's r e g i o n a l and l a t e r n a t i o n a l success made i t a t a rge t du r ing the 
1920s o f the Amalgamated C l o t h i n g Workers o f A m e r i c a a t t e m p t s t o o r g a n i z e 
P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s a p p a r e l w o r k e r s . I n 1923 the w o r k e r s l o s t an i n i t i a l f i g h t 
aga ins t Middishade management.^ A 1927 a t t emp t was c o u n t e r e d by a l o c k o u t , 
l e ad ing to a r e t r e a t by the union.^^ Middishade p l ayed a c r u c i a l r o l e i n the 
s u c c e s s f u l 1929 s t r i k e . The i n j u n c t i o n by w h i c h the a p p a r e l m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
attempted to end the s t r i k e a t t r a c t e d n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n and was the sub jec t 
of hear ings conducted by Senator Robert La F o l l e t t e . On September 16 th , the 
1 3 t h day of the s t r i k e , M i d d i s h a d e became the f i r s t m a j o r f i r m to s i g n w i t h 
the u n i o n , p a v i n g the way f o r the p r o g r e s s made by the u n i o n d u r i n g the 
t h i r t i e s . 

Whether s t i m u l a t e d by l a b o r peace a f t e r the un ion b a t t l e , or by Middishade ' s 
g r o w i n g dominance o f the ready-made b l u e s u i t m a r k e t , the company l e f t i t s 
Seventeenth and D i c k i n s o n s t r e e t s s i t e i n 1929. The b u i l d i n g i n t o which they 
moved was d e s i g n e d by Watson and H u c k e l i n 1908 f o r C C . K n i g h t and C o . , i r o n 

(cont inued) 
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and s t e e l merchants and t o o l m a n u f a c t u r e r s t o s e r v e the a d j a c e n t B a l d w i n 
12 

Locomotive Works. But w h i l e t h i s b u i l d i n g was under c o n s t r u c t i o n , B a l d w i n 
was p r e p a r i n g to move to E d d y s t o n e , P a . The b u i l d i n g was then a c q u i r e d by 
L o u i s B e r g d o l l , as a p l a n t t o a s s e m b l e h i s r a c i n g c a r . B u t , P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s 
a u t o m o b i l e i n d u s t r y was c e n t e r e d on N o r t h Broad S t r e e t , where i t was b o t h 
v i s i b l e and near the nouveau r i c h e c u s t o m e r s , and b e f o r e W o r l d War I , 
B e r g d o l l moved to Broad S t ree t above V i n e . By 1917, the b u i l d i n g was be ing 
used by the Lees company of Nor r i s town f o r the manufacture of y a r n , beg inn ing 
i t s l o n g a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the c l o t h i n g t r a d e s . I n the e a r l y 1920s the 
b u i l d i n g served as a warehouse, and then was vacant be fo re be ing conver ted 
i n t o a c l o t h i n g f a c t o r y which remained i t s use f o r the next three genera t ions 
w i t h Middishade i t s p r i n c i p a l tenant . 

The M i d d i s h a d e f a c t o r y shows a good u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f beam and s l a b beam 
concre te c o n s t r u c t i o n which represented the s t a t e of concre te des ign one year 
b e f o r e the new "mushroom" c o l u m n and s l a b s y s t e m t h a t r e p l a c e d i t was 
patented. ^ The s t r u c t u r e was d i r e c t l y expressed on the s ide and rear towards 
the a l l e y w a y w h i l e the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n s were sheathed i n Georgian b r i c k . In 
t h i s i t was t y p i c a l of i t s e r a , i n s c r e e n i n g the raw c o n s t r u c t i o n b e h i n d a 
more p u b l i c facade on the main s t r e e t . A l t h o u g h Watson and Huckel are u s u a l l y 
remembered as a r c h i t e c t s f o r midd le c l a s s P h i l a d e l p h i a i n s t i t u t i o n s i n c l u d i n g 
M e t h o d i s t , B a p t i s t and Roman C a t h o l i c churches and mansions f o r nouveau r i c h e 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t s , i n c l u d i n g carpe t manufacturer J .H. Bromley and r e t a i l e r George 
A l l e n , they should a l s o be remembered f o r t h e i r i n d u s t r i a l work i n the e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . ^ They were a c t i v e as a r c h i t e c t s f o r the P h i l a d e l p h i a 
a u t o m o b i l e i n d u s t r y a l o n g N o r t h Broad S t r e e t , d e s i g n i n g two p l a n t s f o r the 
K e y s t o n e M o t o r Car Co . i n 1909 and 1911 and i n 1906 t h e y e x p l o r e d the 
i n d u s t r i a l use of r e i n f o r c e d concre te f o r the Theodore D i l l o n warehouse at 535 
Vine S t r e e t . 

M i d d i s h a d e ' s new s i t e was t y p i c a l o f l o c a l c l o t h i n g m a n u f a c t u r e r s who were 
u s u a l l y l o c a t e d i n the 15th Ward nor th of Vine and west of Broad S t ree t and i n 

1 8 • • 
the 10th Ward immediate ly to the eas t . This neighborhood had been known f o r 
i t s heavy i n d u s t r y where men worked in t e r spe r sed w i t h m i l l s where women worked 
i n the c l o t h i n g t rades . As noted above, the C C . Kn igh t Company l o c a t e d here 
because i t was a s u p p l i e r o f t o o l s f o r the B a l d w i n L o c o m o t i v e Works . Nearby 
had been the Pequa and C a r l t o n c o t t o n m i l l s and the C a l e d o n i a Carpet M i l l s , 
a l l o f w h i c h w o u l d be d e m o l i s h e d f o r the B e n j a m i n F r a n k l i n Parkway a f t e r 

19 
1918. The move o f Lees and l a t e r M i d d i s h a d e i n t o the r e g i o n e x p l o i t e d an 
e x i s t i n g l a b o r f o r c e . 
The w i t h d r a w a l of B a l d w i n L o c o m o t i v e s was the f i r s t o f s e v e r a l t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y b l o w s to what had been a c e n t e r o f h e a v y i n d u s t r y i n the c i t y and 
which even the growth of the appare l i n d u s t r y i n the area c o u l d not e n t i r e l y 

(cont inued) 
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r e p a i r . The c r e a t i o n of the Parkway and the Vine S t ree t Expressway severed 
many of the area's l i n k s w i t h downtown, more r e c e n t l y the p l ann ing f o r 
F r a n k l i n Town f u r t h e r d e p l e t e d the b u i l d i n g s tock . S i m u l t a n e o u s l y , 
redevelopment i n the 10th Ward has resul ted in the demolit ion of most of the 
bu i ld ings which housed near ly a hundred apparel establishments as recent ly as 
1962. 

Today the Middishade Clothing Company and i t s older neighbor Peerless Hoist 
F a c t o r y , a l r eady on the N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r are the lone s u r v i v o r s of the 
neighborhood's prime and, i n the Middishade's case, of the apparel industry's 
once dominant r o l e i n t h i s par t of the c i t y . As the center of p roduc t ion of 
one of the nation's best known c l o t h i e r s , and pioneering marketers the M i d d i ­
shade Bui ld ing is associated with events that made a s i g n i f i c a n t contr ibut ion 
to the broad pa t t e rn of r e g i o n a l h i s t o r y and warrants being p laced on the 
National Register of Hi s to r i c Places. 

Notes 

1. Edward B. Shils and F e l i x Goizucta-Mimo, A Study of the Philadelphia 
Apparel Industry; A Report to the Southeastern Pennsvlvania Economic 
Development Commission (Philadelphia: Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Economic Development Commission, 1%6) p. 14, and Elden La Mer, 
The Clothing Worker i n Philadelphia: History of Their Struggles 
for Union and S o l i d a r i t y (Philadelphia: Philadelphia Joint Board, 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America, 1940) p. 5. 

2. "The Philadelphia Market," Apparel Manufacturer. Vol. 34, No. 5 
(May 1957) p. 14A. 

3. Philadelphia Yearbook. 1918-19, p. C5 and Philadelphian; 
The Sesquicentennial City^ 1922, p. 15. 

4. La Mer, op. c i t p. 92. 

5. "60th Anniversary Issue," Men's Wear. Feb. 10, 1950, p .2 . 

6 . i b i d , p . 244. 

7. John O'Hara, B u t t e r f i e l d 8. o r i g i n a l l y published 1935, 
(New York; Victory Book, 1962) pp. 7-8. 
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8. Sinclair Lewis, Babbit (New York: Random House, 1927) p. 100. 

9. La Mer, op. c i t . p. 72. 

10. ibid, p. 73. 

11. ibid, pp. 92-95. 

12. Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builder's Guide. (PRERFBG) 
V. 25 (5 August 1908) , #32 

13. Clio Index: An Alphabetical Listing of Owner's. Architects, 
and the Addresses of their Commissions. 

14. Philadelphia Building Permit 1917 - 6405. 

15. Carl Condit, American Building Art. Vol. II, (New York, 1961), 
pp. 154-160. 

16. Clio Index. 

17. PRERFBG, Vol. 21:43 (24 October 1906). 

18. Shils, p. 25. 

19. George W. Bromley and Walter S. Bromley, Atlas of the City of 
Philadelphia, plates 7 and 8, (Philadelphia, 1910). 
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