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7. Local lurvay organint ion 

Tt t 

3. proparty ownar* nama and addraaa 

School Board of Philadelphia 
21st Street & the Parkway 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107 

9. tax pareat numbar/otlMr numbar 
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12. classification 

sita ( ) structura ( ) objact ( ) 
buildina ( ) district ( ) 

Tnematic 

13. data<s) (how datarminad) 

1 897 -1898 
14. pariod 

15. styla, daaign or folk typa 

Gothic 
19. original uaa 

20. prasant usa 
Vacant 

"Gooa— 16. architaet or anginaar 

J.W. Anshutz 

17. contractor or buildar 

S. Gour ley J r . 

IS. primary building matVconatruc. 

Wood/ Gran i t e 
& B r i c k 

21. condition 

22. intagrity 
E x c e l . 

23. sita plan with north arrow 

24. photo notation 

25. f i la/location 

S L A C K A N O W H I T E PRINT(S) 
3 1 / 2 " X S " anlargamant or madium format contact 
nota location of nagativa in block 24. 
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26. briaf dastription (nota unuaual faatursa, intagrity, anvironmant, thraats snd associatad buildlngi) 

NPS counting purposes: one contributing building 

(contlnua on back if iry) 

27. history, significanca and/or background 

(contlnua on back If m ry) 

28. sourcaa of information 

see b ib l iography f o r nomination 
(continua on back if nacassary) 

29. praparad by: 

B. Mintz 

Computar Coding (BHP Survay Grantaas Must Complata) 30. data 

7/1986 
ravision(s) 

31. county 32. s t y l s . 

32. construction matarial 

35. dasign typa ; 

34. roof . 

36. historic function 

37. construction faatura ; ; 

40. facada width 41. roof matarial 

44. axt. dasign ; ; 

45. int. daaign ; ; 

38. axt. walls ; 39. plan . 

_ 42. storias 43. dapth 



A O O I T I O N A L O A T A / P H O T O S 
n u a b a r al l c o n t i n u a t i o n s f r o m f r o n t 

4 . survav c o d a 

F l t l e r Scbool 

Phys ica l Description 

Constructed of random coursed wissahickon schis t , the F i t l e r School rises three 
and one h a l f s t o r i e s , w i th a stone founda t ion , basement of stone. The o v e r a l l 
appearance of t h i s b u i l d i n g i s c a s t l e l i k e wi th an impress ive p r o j e c t i n g 
battlemented tower and three, projecting gable pediments punctuating the main 
body of the bu i ld ing . The fenestrat ion pattern features double hung four over 
four sash wi th transoms i n a v a r i e t y of s i z e s and shapes i n c l u d i n g arched and 
square heads. Stone l i n t e l s corresponding in shape to the window sash support 
the openings. The main entrance has a Gothic arched openings wi th a stone 
l i n t e l . A stone b e l t course adorns the f i r s t and second f l o o r s . A p r o j e c t i n g , 
molded comice rests above the th i rd f l o o r . The f l ank ing gable end wal l s have 
s t y l i z e d Pa l l ad ian sash, whi le the middle gbale has a small s ingle window. The 
end tower r i s e s to a d e c o r a t i v e bat t lemented c o n c l u s i o n . Crowning the f l a t 
sections of w a l l , on the other portions of the bu i ld ing i s a molded wood cornice 
with decorative bracketing. 

Statement of Signif icance 

B u i l t i n I897^the F i t l e r School represents a new period of school construction 
begun i n response to the Compulsory Educat ion Act of 1895. U n l i k e previous 
School Board b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t y , which cons i s t ed p r i m a r i l y of replacement or 
enlargement of exis t ing schools, the post-1895 period saw the construction of 
school bui ldings i n new areas of the C i ty i n compliance with the new national 
requirement. In shor t , t h i s Compulsory Educat ion Act requ i red d i s t r i c t s to 
provide f ree schooling fo r a l l ch i ld ren between the ages of 8 and 16. National 
economic depression, as w e l l as the Board's need to determine appropriate school 
loca t ions , delayed new construction for two years. The F i t l e r School was among 
the f i r s t b u i l t when construction f i n a l l y began. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the F i t l e r School represents a move toward change in design 
f e a t u r e s , s e l e c t e d by the School Board. P r e v i o u s l y dominated by b r i c k 
construction school design now began to r e f l e c t the la rger a rch i tec tura l climate 
which increas ingly favored granite and limestone. Designed by Joseph Anshutz, 
the F i t l e r School demonstrates t h i s p r o l i f i c a r c h i t e c t ' s a d a p t i b i l i t y and 
ta lents in a va r i e ty of mater ials . 

The f l o o r plan at each l e v e l featured a sing ler-loaded corr idor with f lanking 
s t a i r s and f i v e separate c lass rooms on each f l o o r . 

Thus the F i t l e r School i s s i g n i f i c a n t as being designed by the important school 
archi tec t Joseph Anschutz la te i n h i s career when he tumed from e a r l i e r brownstone 
and br ick construction to stone cons tmct ion . 

area of s ign i f i cance : architecture 

verbal boundary descr ipt ion 
The nominated property consists of Phi ladelphia County l o t 1230513 which contains 
the school and i t s contiguous grounds. 
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NPS Fonn lO-WO-a 
(M2) 

OMB No. 1034-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Senrice 

National Register off Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numtier Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name P h i l a d e l p h i a P u b l i c Schools Thematic Resources 
State P h i l a d e l p h i a Countv. PENNSYLVANIA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

' 11. Dunbar, Paul Lawrence, School A ^ 

12. Dunlap, Thomas, School 

eeper 

Attest 

'eeper 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

13, Fa r ragu t , D a v i d , School J l a t iooa l fiog;3t-: "^Iteeper 

14. Fayette School 

-15. Federal Street School 

16. F i t l e r School 

^i,^ y^' -

Attest 
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Attest 

" ^^^^per 

Yl^ Fleischer, Helen, Vocational 
School 

50 18. Fulton, Robert, School 

19. Furness, Horace, Junior 
High School 

20. Germantown Grammar School 

Attest 

eeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

I Keeper 

Attest 

^|Keeper 
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WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

&Qia05Z.S( 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Fltler School (Philadelphia Public Schools TR) 
Philadelphia County 
PENNSYLVANIA 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CU owner objection 
O appeal 

Substantive Reviews: CU sample CD request 

Working No 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due 
Action: 

OCT 2 0 1985 
c4/k/yy ~~~~ 

Entered iu Iho 
HetVoxuil Jieglater, 

. ^ rACCEPT _ 
RETURN. 
R E J E C T . 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CU good 

CUfair 

I I deteriorated 

CU ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check ona 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU alterations/integrity 
CU dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance ' >; , 
CU justification of exception 
CU other 

y. 1: 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
CU Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed. Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000730 


