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Fitler School
Physical Description

Constructed of random coursed wissahickon schist, the Fitler School rises three
and one half stories, with a stone foundation. basement of stone. The overall
appearance of this building is castle like with an impressive projecting
battlemented tower and three, projecting gable pediments punctuating the main
body of the building. The fenestration pattern features double hung four over
four sash with transoms in a variety of sizes and shapes including arched and
square heads. Stone lintels corresponding in shape to the window sash support
the openings. The main entrance has a Gothic arched openings with a stone
lintel. A stone belt course adorns the first and second floors. A projecting,
molded cornice rests above the third floor. The flanking gable end walls have
stylized Palladian sash, while the middle gbale has a small single window. The
end tower rises to a decorative battlemented conclusion. Crowning the flat
sections of wall, on the other portions of the building is a molded wood cornice

with decorative bracketing.

Statement of Significance

Built in l89$ﬂfthe Fitler School represents a new period of school construction
begun in response to the Compulsory Education Act of 1895. Unlike previous
School Board building activity, which consisted primarily of replacement or
enl argement of existing schools, the post-1895 period saw the construction of
school buildings in new areas of the City in compliance with the new national
requirement. In short, this Compulsory Education Act required districts to
provide free schooling for all children between the ages of 8 and 16. National
economic depression, as well as the Board's need to determine appropriate school
locations, delayed new construction for two years. The Fitler School was among
the first built when construction finally began.

Architecturally, the Fitler School represents a move toward change in design
features, selected by the School Board. Previously dominated by brick
construction school design now began to reflect the larger architectural climate
which increasingly favored granite and limestone. Designed by Joseph Anshutz,
the Fitler School demonstrates this prolific architect's adaptibility and

talents in a variety of materialse.

The floor plan at each level featured a single-loaded corridor with flanking
stairs and five separate class rooms on each floor.

Thus the Fitler School is significant as being designed by the important school
architect Joseph Anschutz late in his career when he turned from earlier brownstone

and brick construction to stone construction.
area of significance: architecture
verbal boundary description

The nominated property consists of Philadelphia County lot 1230513 which contains
the school and its contiguous grounds.
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Philadelphia County

PDb: 1985

PC: Elizabeth R. Mintz

NL: 301 Cherry Street
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PV: Front Elevation



Please refer to the map in the
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for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000730




