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F i f t h Avenue High School i s a three-and-one-half-story Victorian (Gothic school 
building with a raised basement. I t measures 226 by 102 feet and has twenty-one 
(North facade) by eight (East and West elevations) bays. The roof i s basically 
hipped with pyrami dal corner pavilions and crocketed gabled w a l l - (continua on bacK if nacassary) 

2 7 . h i s t o r y , s i g n i f i c a n c a a n d / o r b a c k g r o u n d 

F i f t h Avenue was the second high school i n the City of Pittsburgh, b u i l t more than 
twenty years after the 1871 Central High (demolished). The high schools of Pittsburgh 
were not organized and run by ward as were the elementary schools, but instead served 
a city-wide population. A rigorous entrance exam kept the number of students accepted 
to Central High School a r t i f i c i a l l y low. As the number of grammar school graduates 
boomed i n the 1880s and 1890s protests f i n a l l y eased the (continue on back if nacassary) 
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26. (cont) 

dormers on each elevation. There are also a c o l l e c t i o n of smaller roof dormers. 

Windows are one-over-one double hung sash with transoms. They vary between stories 
and sections: flat-arch/pointed-arch/flat-arch on the comer pavilions; pointed-arch/ 
flat-arch/pointed-arch i n the recessed portions of the facade. The entire t h i r d story 
i s banded by stone l i n t e l and s i l l courses, and a brick diamond-patterned f r i e z e runs 
above the l i n t e l course. 

The rhythm of the facade i s broken by two three-sided two-story bays which flank the 
central F i f t h Avenue entrance. The entrance i s recessed and the s t a i r s are now 
protected by wrought iron r a i l i n g . Foliate spandrels and a signature stone reading 
" F i f t h Avenue High School - Erected 1894" highlight the entrance. 

The corner pavilions have two-story arcades with drip moldings above the transomed 
windows. The f i r s t story windows have been altered to accommodate aluminum windows 
with opaque upper sash. Brick diamond patterning highlights the spandrel panels 
between the f i r s t and second stories. Pointed arch doorways on the north, east and 
west shelter recessed doorways behind wrought iron grates. A three-sided one story 
bay projects at the southem end of the west facade. The raised stone basement has 
a water table and square apertures. 

A four-story, seven-by-seven bay limestone annex l i e s d i r e c t l y south of the o r i g i n a l 
high school. It i s oriented to the south facing Forbes Avenue and i s connected to the 
1894 school by a t h i r d story bridge. The annex, designed i n a restrained C l a s s i c a l 
mode, has modillions and egg and dart moldings at the cornice l i n e . Five colossal 
arches frame windows i n the center of the Forbes Avenue facade. A fr e t band separates 
the f i r s t and second s t o r i e s . The f i r s t story i s finished i n smooth dressed and 
rusticated stone. The f i v e windows on the f i r s t story have been enclosed. A simple 
metal door lends access on the southeast. The entrance at the southwest corner has 
a small d e n t i l - l i n e d cornice with r e e l and bead molding surrounding the boarded door. 

The i n t e r i o r of the 1894 building experienced extensive damage while s i t t i n g i d l e 
for several years. The s t a i r r a i l i n g s and copper piping have a l l been stolen. What 
remains i s the o r i g i n a l t i l e floors of the hallways, maple classroom f l o o r s , and oak 
door moldings. 
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27. (cont.) 

requirements and between 1911 and 1930 ten new high schools were b u i l t i n the c i t y . 

Edward Stotz designed F i f t h Avenue High School at the age of 26 (1894) as his f i r s t 
major commission. He went on to complete a t o t a l of 903 commissions before his 
death i n the l a t e 1940s. Stotz established his practice i n Pittsburgh i n 1893 
a f t e r spending a year i n Europe and apprenticing with l o c a l architects. He 
completed many major buildings from banks to hospitals, but his schools have best 
withstood the test of time. South Side High School (1898) was Stotz's second 
major commission. In 1916 Stotz was comm"ssioned to design Schenley High School. 

• to 

F i f t h Avenue's Victorian Gothic design i s unique i n Pittsburgh but reminiscent of 
schools designed by New York City's Superintendent of Schools i n the 1890s 
C. B. J. Snyder. The Gothic pinnacles and arcaded windows epitomize the attitude 
of the time that schools were meant to be formal i n character. They were designed 
to impress the parents of the students with their t r a d i t i o n a l imagery more than to 
accommodate the needs of students as individuals. C e c i l George Stillman i n his 
1949 book on school architecture describes this era of school design as having 
produced schools with "forbidding and i n s t i t u t i o n a l " character irrespective of the 
architectural s t y l e grafted on to them.-'- F i f t h Avenue High School was the f i r s t 
high school i n the c i t y to contain a cafeteria (1913) and was reportedly the 
f i r s t fireproof school i n Pennsylvania. It was the f i r s t c i t y school to host 

an evening adult education program (1907), and the f i r s t school i n the 
country to receive i t s National Honor Society Charter (1922) . In the f i r s t year 
of i t s operation the school accommodated the teacher training center or Normal 
Department on the t h i r d f l o o r , the Commercial Department on the second f l o o r , and 
the executive o f f i c e s of the Board of Education on the f i r s t story. 

The school was located on the former s i t e of a farmer's market which was serviced 
by nearby farms i n East Liberty, Squirrel H i l l and Schenley Farms. The s i t e was 
deemed suitable since i t was adjacent to t r o l l e y lines and the City's growth 
was i n the easterly d i r e c t i o n . But i n 1976 with the opening of the new Brashear 
High School i n the South H i l l s F i f t h Avenue High School was closed and ownership 
reverted back to the c i t y of Pittsburgh. In 1981 the City sold i t to John 
Gonnella of F i f t h Avenue High Associates. Carl Perelman of the firm Rosenberg 
and Perelman supervised the present privately financed renovation. During this 
renovation several elaborate dormers were altered and the o r i g i n a l roof t i l e s 
were removed. 

In 1926 the annex facing Forbes Avenue was erected and connected to the o r i g i n a l 
building with a bridge over the a l l e y . The annex has a very subdued C l a s s i c a l 
limestone facade and contains an auditorium, two gymnasiums, and a swimming pool. 
There are plans to create a r e h a b i l i t a t i o n center there using the a t h l e t i c 
f a c i l i t i e s for patient therapy. 

A 1950s handbook indicates the nostalgia which Pittsburghers f e e l for F i f t h 
Avenue High School: 

Used continuously as a day school since September, 1896 [sic] and as a night 
school since September, 1907, i t ranks as one of the best high school buildings 
i n the c i t y . . . . The alumni of F i f t h Avenue High School stand high i n the 
professional and business c i r c l e s of Pittsburgh.^ 
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1. C e c i l George Stillman. Ih& Modern School (London: Architectural Press, 
1949), p. 12. 

2. F i f t h Avenue High School Handbook (c. 1950), p. 10-11. 

Verbal boundary description and j u s t i f i c a t i o n . 
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The nominated property consists of Allegheny County block and lo t s llJ-2,&4 
which encompasses the school building and i t s contiguous grounds. 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYUANIA 
PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION 

P.O. BOX 10Z6, HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17108-10Z6 

September 10, 1986 

National Register of Historic Places 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Carol Shull, Chief of Registration 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Re: F i f t h 
Allegheny County, National 
Register nomination 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The following survey form and photograph for the F i f t h Avenue 
Hi^t^ School i n Alle^gheny Counij. are being submitted for your review 
and response. The F i f t h Avenue High School i s being nominated as part 
of the \Pittsburgli Public Schools^ thematic; nomination that was sent to 
you on July 18, 19¥ST~Enclosed i n the nomination sent to you on July 
18th i s a U.S.G.S. map that notes the location of the F i f t h Avenue 
High School. 

The proposed action for the F i f t h Avenue High School i s l i s t i n g 
i n the National Register. The Pittsburgh Public Schools thematic 
nomination contains a t o t a l of forty-nine schools. Forty-eight 
schools were approved by the Pennsylvania Historic Preservation Board 
on July 15, 1986. Unfortunately, the owners of the F i f t h Avenue High 
School were not no t i f i e d i n time to have this school considered on 
July 15. Subsequently, the owners of the F i f t h Avenue High School 
were n o t i f i e d at least t h i r t y days before the Pennsylvania Historic 
Preservation Board approved this school at i t s meeting on September 9, 
1986. No le t t e r s of objection were f i l e d by the owners of this 
school. 

Thus as the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, I hereby nominate this 
property for inclusion i n the National Register and c e r t i f y that i t 
has been evaluated according to the c r i t e r i a and procedures set forth 
by the National Park Service. If you have any questions about this 
nomination, please c a l l our offic e at (717) 783-8946. 

p ^ c e r a l y . 

Larry E. Tise 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

LT:vms 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION 

P.O. BOX 1026. HARRISBURG. PENNSYLVANIA 17108-1026 

September 10, 1986 

National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Carol Sh u l l , Chief of Registration 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Re: F i f t h Avenue High School 
Allegheny County, National 
Register nomination 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The following survey form and photograph for the F i f t h Avenue 
Hijgh_Scho^oJLin Allegheny County are being submitted for your review 
and response. The F i f t h Avenue High School i s being nominated as part 
of theIPittsburgh Public Schools thematic nomination that was sent to 
you on July 18, 1986. Enclosed i n the nomination sent to you on July 
18th i s a U.S.G.S. map that notes the location of the F i f t h Avenue 
High School. 

The proposed action for the F i f t h Avenue High School i s l i s t i n g 
i n the National Register. The Pittsburgh Public Schools thematic 
nomination contains a t o t a l of forty-nine schools. Forty-eight 
schools were approved by the Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c Preservation Board 
on July 15, 1986. Unfortunately, the owners of the F i f t h Avenue High 
School were not n o t i f i e d i n time to have this school considered on 
July 15. Subsequently, the owners of the F i f t h Avenue High School 
were n o t i f i e d at least t h i r t y days before the Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c 
Preservation Board approved this school at i t s meeting on September 9, 
1986. No l e t t e r s of objection were f i l e d by the owners of this 
school. 

Thus as the designated State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer for 
the National H i s t o r i c Preservation Act of 1966, I hereby nominate this 
property for inclusion i n the National Register and c e r t i f y that i t 
has been evaluated according to the c r i t e r i a and procedures set forth 
by the National Park Service. If you have any questions about this 
nomination, please c a l l our o f f i c e at (717) 783-8946. 

Larry E. Tise 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 

LT:vms 
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