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8. proparty ownars nama and addrass 

Leona L. Heath 
R.D.5, Box 477 
Coatesville PA 19320 

7. Local survav organization 

Brandywine Conservancy CL< \ 

9. tax pareai numbar / othar numbar 

48-3-25 

11. status (othar survays. lists ate.) 

Chester Co. H i s t o r i c  
Sites Survev 

4 4 11 71 51510 

shaat: Coatesville 
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o 12. classification 
sita ( ) structura ( ) objaet ( ) 
buiiding fid 

In N.R. district ya i ( ) no ( ) 

16. architect.or anginaar 

13. data<s) (how datarminad) 

14. pariod 1 7 5 1 - 9 9 (04) 

15. stvla, dasign or folk tvpa 

43 Penn P l a n 

19. original usa f i / J H S T f / f O 

050 200P 050300 A 
20. prasant usa 

l7. contrector or buildar 

isanx uss -j-, , 

010200 U.csidenciZ' 18. primary building mat./con(tructior 

02 Stone 

21. condition (3ood 
22. intagrity 

Good 

24. photo notation 

PC: Diane Snyder 
PD: 1984 
PV: Southwest elevation 

25. flla/locatlon 

Brandywine Conservancy 
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26. briaf dascrlption (nota unusual faaturat, intagritv, anvironmant, tnraats ana aasociataa ouiiomgsi ^ 

The House at Springdell s i t s alone on a t i n y parcel of land i n the hamlet knowr 
as Springdell. Within walking distance are a few other stone or frame houses, but none 
apparently as old or as i n t a c t as t h i s interesting 18th-century survivor. 

The house faces south and s i t s close to Route 841. To the north i s Doe Run, 
a trib u t a r y of the West Brancy Brandywine River. In the back yard i s unmistakable 
evidence of a t a i l race which once joined Doe Rxin. 

The House at Springdell i s nearly a textbook example of an important 18th-
century vernacular s t y l e — the Penn Plan. This two-story, do\able p i l e , two-bay plan 
was advocated by William Penn for i t s economy of materials and s u i t a b i l i t y for 
Colonial l i f e . The house was widely b u i l t i n Penn's o r i g i n a l cotinties, from P h i a l d e l -
phia to Quaker-settled r u r a l areas. (over) .„„ >« „̂ «„,„i 

(contmua on back if nacassary) 
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27 . historv, signifieanca and/or background 

While the House at Springdell perhaps i s of greatest interest for i t s a r c h i ­
tecture, i t also has several important h i s t o r i c a l associations, i . e . , with a l o c a l 
g r i s t m i l l , the v i l l a g e of Springdell or Derbydown, and the notorious outlaw of the 
Revolutionary period, Sandy Flash. 

U n t i l the 1860s, the house was part of a t r a c t of about 84 acres which included 
. (contmua on back if nacassary) 

T 
28. sources of information 

Chester County Recorder of Deeds; CCHS Clipping F i l e - "Derby- 
down" , "Springdell" , etc.; Futhey and Cope, History of Chester  
(1881), pp.548-549; Pinkowsky, Chester Co. Place Names 

I (eontinua on back if nacassary) 

29. prepared by: 

M . L . W o l f 

30. date 

11/84 
revision(s) 



A S D I T I O N A L D A T A / P H O T O S 4 . s u r v e y c o d e 
n u m b e r a l l c o n t i n u a t i o n s f r o m f r o n t 0 2 9 - 4 8 - 1 

#26 cont: 
This house has a l l the standard features of 18th century vernacular architecture: 

thick stone walls, a moderately steep gable roof, p l a i n rectangular openings using pegged 
frames; and a gable end f i r e p l a c e . Because i t i s banked, the house had the additional 
amenity of a basement cooking area which, although no longer used, has been preserved. 
Here, there are j o i s t s of round logs. 

A door on the north wall opens at ground l e v e l for access to the basement kitchen, 
and a small window on the same yrall helps tp l i g h t i t . A winder stairway originates i n the 
basement against the west wall and ascends steeply to the a t t i c . The steps are narrow 
and almost dangerously §teep. 

The f i r s t f l o o r retains i t s o r i g i n a l two-room (front and- back), f l o o r plan. The 
front room had a moderate-size rectangular fi r e p l a c e and the back rocftn a corner firepl a c e . 
Both fireplaces remain but are currently sealed- Old p a r t i t i o n s on t h i s f l o o r (as i n 
the rest of the house) are simple v e r t i c a l board. 

The second f l o o r has evidence of two back-to-back corner fi r e p l a c e s , 
are currently sealed. 

Both structures 

The house has undergone r e l a t i v e l y minimal a l t e r a t i o n : 38 years ago water and elec­
t r i c i t y were added. A small rectangular window was cut into the east wall to l i g h t the 
f i r s t - f l o o r kitchen. The roof i s now asphalt shingle, and the cornice does not appear to 
be o r i g i n a l , nor does the current porch. Obviously, these are the kinds of changes that 
occur naturally over time as a house i s occupied and used. Fortunately, they also are 
reversible and have not damaged the basic i n t e g r i t y of the house. 

The boundaries for t h i s property are i t s l e g a l metes and bound (description on 
f i l e at the Chester County Recorder of Deed's o f f i c e i n Deed Book D23, page 265. A copy 
of page 265 i s attached. 
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27. Continued 

a merchant and g r i s t m i l l and three stone houses. In 1861 the m i l l , then owned by 
William Passmore, was described as stone, two s t o r i e s , 24 by 60 feet, and featuring 
two French burrs and an overshot wheel. There were three houses associated with the 
m i l l ; each was two s t o r i e s , stone, and "well finished...and i n good order." The 
House at Springdell corresponds to the t h i r d house described i n an 1861 notice of 
sale, which measured 20 by 27 feet. By 1873 the m i l l had been sold with 11 acres 
and one of the other three houses to Benjamin Seal. The m i l l operated into the 
1900s, but i s no longer standing. The House at Springdell was s p l i t off on a 
smaller t r a c t . 

U n t i l the Pomeroy and Newark Railroad went through the West end of Springdell 
i n the late 1860s, the g r i s t m i l l and, after 1866, a saw m i l l were the main reasons 
for the hamlets existence. With the coming of the r a i l r o a d , a stop was established 
at Springdell under the name Doe Run Station. The m i l l became the Doe Run Valley m i l l s 
rather than Passmore's or Seal's. In the 1880s and into the early 20th century, 
a coal and lumber business was also operated at Springdell. In the 1890s t i n y 
Springdell also got i t s own post office—Derbydown. According to l o c a l h i s t o r i c a l 
accounts, the name of the post o f f i c e was decided at a town meeting i n which no one could 
agree on a suitable post o f f i c e name. (Springdell apparently then was the naune of 
another post o f f i c e , elsewhere.) At one point i n the meeting, a hat f e l l off a 
table and the name "Derbydown" became the choice of the group. I t was accepted by 
the U.S. Post Office i n 1892. A post o f f i c e operated i n Derbydown from 1893 to 1910. 

Derbydown or Springdell has since l o s t i t s "sense of place." The m i l l has 
vanished, several older homes have been destroyed or d r a s t i c a l l y altered, and a 
half dozen modest newer homes have been b u i l t . The House at Springdell i s the one 
remaining landmark which v e r i f i e s the fact of early settlement and industry at t h i s 
location along Doe Run. 

The House at Springdell i s also associated with Chester County's most notor­
ious outlaw, James F i t z p a t r i c k (otherwise known as Captain F i t z ) . According to a 
scholarly account of his l i f e by Joseph J. Lewis, a l o c a l lawyer, p o l i t i c i a n , and 

published i n the History of Chester County i n 1881, F i t z p a t r i c k spent his 
early years i n West Marlborough on a farm near Doe Run. When he was old enough to 
become a s o l d i e r , F i t z p a t r i c k joined the Continental Army, but deserted i t twice. By 
the summer of 1777 he was back at the farm i n West Marlborough where he was arrested 
for desertion. F i t z p a t r i c k managed to elude his captors while i n his mother's house, 
gathering clothes. Local his t o r i a n s maintain that the House at Springdell was James 
F i t z p a t r i c k ' s mother's house, which was then a tenant house on the Passmore farm. 
Not long after t h i s , F i t z p a t r i c k joined the B r i t i s h army and marched with General 
Howe during the Battle of Brandywine. In the winter of 1777-78 he plundered the 
homes of his former neighbors and prey upon travelers i n the Brandywine corridor. 
Another boy from Doe Run, Mordecai Dougherty, who was brought up by the Nathan Hayes 
family, accompanied F i t z p a t r i c k . F i t z p a t r i c k was f i n a l l y caught and hanged by the 
Continental army i n September, 1778. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y the House at Springdell i s a notable example of the Penn Plan, 
an important 18th-century vernacular s t y l e . Unlike most other buildings of t h i s age 
and type, the House at Springdell has never been enlarged or seriously altered. 
While i t i s true there are a niimber of Penn Plan 'tores" i n houses i n the West Branch 
Brandywine Scenic River Corridor, the House at Springdell i s the only r e l a t i v e l y 
i n t a c t survivor from the 18th century. For i t s i n t e g r i t y and as an example of the Penn 
Plan s t y l e , the House at Springdell i s unique and s i g n i f i c a n t . 
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