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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

received i 0 1985 

date entered) 'MAY 9 1985 

historic Vincent I 'ofgeMansion 

and or common Young's Forge Mansion 

2. Location 
street & number Cook's Glen Road R.D. not for publication 

city, town Spring C i t y vicinity of East Vincent Township 

state Pennsylvania code county Chester code 

3. Classification 
C a t e g o r y O w n e r s h i p S t a t u s P r e s e n t U s e 

distr ict publ ic x_ occup ied agricul ture m u s e u m 
X bui lding(s) private unoccup ied commerc ia l park 

structure both work in progress educat ional private res idence 
site P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n A c c e s s i b l e entertainment re l ig ious 
object in p rocess ^ yes : restr icted government sc ient i f ic 

being cons idered yes : unrestr icted industr ial t ransportat ion 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Weaver 

street&number Cook's Glen Road, R.D. 

city, town Spring C i t y vicinity of E.VincentTwp. state pemisylvania 

S. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Chester County Court House 

street & number High Street 

city, town West Chester state 

6. Representation m Existing Surveys 
(1) Chester County H i s t o r i c S i tes Survey 

titl^2) Study of Upper Reaches of French has this property been determined eligible? . _ yes 
Creek " 

date Current federal _x_ state county 

(1) Chester Co. H i s t o r i c a l Society and P.H.M.C. 
depository for survey records (2) French and P icker ing Creeks Conservation Trust o f f i c e 

(1) West Chester, Pa. and Harrisburg, Pa. 
city.town (2) R.D. 2, Pottstown, Pa. state 

no 

local 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 

good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Facing southeast and situated at the bottom of a southern slope about 300 yards 
back from French Creek, Vincent Forge mansion looks over the flood plain where a large 18th 
century iron foundry once stood. A dam i n the creek, a ^raceway, several mounds of stone 
close to the creek, and a few other traces are a l l thc± renain of the forge site and 
associated g r i s t and saw m i l l . The ironmaster's house, however, has been i n continued use 
since i t s inception, and bears witness to the level of activity here over a period of two 
hundred years. 

A two and one-half story stone house with gable roof and pent, the house has exper­
ienced l i t t l e change through i t s years of service. F i r s t as an ironmaster's hone and office, 
then a century of being the farmer's domicile, and f i n a l l y as the center of a boys summer 
cairp, i t has never lost i t s identity and character. 

Five bays wide and two bays deep, i t makes use of the wide center hall plan with 
flanking rooms on both f i r s t , second and third floors. A large, broad chimney i s found at 
each gable end. Its carefully la i d stone walls were covered with stucco i n the 1850s, and 
not u n t i l that stucco was removed i n 1981 did anyone know that such fine stonework lay be­
neath. The entire house and the attached kitchen are lai d i n native fieldstone, light brovn:T. 
i n color, without great cornerstones. The front and the east side are lai d i n coursed 
fashion and are of stone hand-cut by journeymen on the s i t e . They are net quarry cut. The 
west side, the rear and the kitchen show less precision, but s t i l l are not rubble stone, and 
are believed to have been l a i d by apprentices. 

A good box comice finishes the roof and there i s evidence of a f u l l return across the 
gc±>les. Possibly a f u l l pent roof at second floor height at one time wrapped around three 
sides and half of the rear. Evidence of the early pent are clear on front and back, and less 
clear on the sides. There i s a cel l a r beneath the west portion of the house but not under 
the east. Outside entrance to the cellar i s under the westernmost front bay. 

The floor plan i s three rooms and wide hal l on both f i r s t and second floors, with two 
rooms on the east side of the h a l l and one large room on the west. The one story and l o f t 
kitchen i s attached to the north wall of the large west room. Its fireplace l i n t e l i s 18" 
square, adzed upward on the inside of the fireplace, and 22' long. The l o f t of the kitchen 
was provided with a smoke f].ue and hooks. 

Both the h a l l and the west room expose the summer beam encased i n boards. This heavy 
beam i s incorporated into the partition between the two east rooms forming part of the cove 
trim. This feature i s repeated on the second floor, but with much more embellishment on the 
second floor, giving rise to the belief that the f i r s t floor was primarily office and work 
space for the forge business. The second and third floors were intended to be li v i n g space 
for the ironmaster and his family. 

The staircase i s set at the rear of the h a l l behind the summer beam and i s open to the 
third floor. The third floor i s partitioned with beaded boards. Evidence of dorrrer windows 
on the front side of the rocf are found which accounts for the extra s i x - l i t e windows enum­
erated i n the 1798 glass tax. Floors are original on the second and third floors. 

By written record, the house can be traced to about 1770. Physical evidence i s found 
i n handmade wrought iron nails, cast brass hinges on cupboard doors and original brass locks 
and escutcheons, a strap wrought hinge on a rat-tailed gudgeon on an atti c door, and door 
panels with plain ovolo frame work repeated wherever panels are used i n the house. These are 
indicative of a pre-revolutionary house i n this region. ' Later documentation i s seen i n the 
1798 Pennsylvania Direct Tax on Glass wherein the given measurements of the house and the 
number and panes of windows match those found today. 

!• The Dating of Old Houses, Dr. Henry C. Mercer, Bucks County Historical Society, New Hope, 
1923., page 14. 





9. Major Bibiiographicai References 

See continuation sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 
9h acres Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name P o t t s t o w n 

UT M References 
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Verbal boundary description and justification Beginning at a comer of Lots 2,3, and 5 and proceeding 
along l ine of Lot #3,S.63 44'26", 303' to Cook's Glen Road; thence along said road 876' to the 
middle of French Creek;therice up said creek 579.86' to a comer with Lot #1; thence along l ine 
of Lot #1,N23 11*34", 730.89' pD Pughtown Road;thence along road 36.30' to comer with Lot #3; 
t h e n c e , a l o n g l i n e c f L o t , # 3 b26 \ j . 5 ' 3 4 " j i 4 0 0 " t p , t h e p l a c e p f b e g i n n i n g . 

L is t a l l staters a n d c o u n t i e s for proper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county b o u n a i r i e s ^ 

state N / A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Eleanor M. Morris, Estelle Cremers, Kenneth Weaver 
French and Pickering Creeks  

organization Conservation Trust, Inc. date February 4, 1985 

street&number B o x 3 6 0 , R . D . 2 telephone ' 2 1 5 - 4 6 9 - 0 1 5 0 

A '?0 i city or town Pottstown (Chester County) state Pennsylvania 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state x local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nation^LQegister and certify thap t^as t>een evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Natlijfnal Pl^k Service.^ 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Larry E. Tise, State Historic Preservation Officer date 

For NPS useonly 
I hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register 

fiiiBr^a in ma 
date 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

U . S . GOVERNMENT P R I N T I N G O F F I C E : 1983 O - 419-311 
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neighbors i n a large c i r c l e around his forge. Their confidence and trust i n him i s also 
evidenced by the fact that he was treasurer of nearby Brownback's Church. 

Vincent Forge Mansion i s architecturally inportant to the domestic architectiare of 
southeastern Pennsylvania because of i t s total retention of original Georgian chimney breast 
panelling, chair r a i l , cove moldings, comer cupboards, panelled window reveals - a l l effec­
tive i n creating the Georgian ambiance. I t also displays the art of the stone mason. This 
i s an exceptionally fine and well b u i l t house. I t shows that i t s builders had association 
with the wealthy iron nnen of the area and their homes, for there are great similarities i n 
inside detail to Warren Point, Warwick Furnace and the home of Jacob Winings, a l l of which 
are on French Creek and registered nationally. 

Believed to have been b u i l t by John and Susanna Young shortly after they took t i t l e to 
the forge property i n 1770, the house i s tangible evidence of the above average standard of 
both architecture and liv i n g quarters enjoyed by the ironmasters at that time. While not 
quite as large as either the Reading or Warwick mansions, but slightly larger than the one at 
Coventry before i t s additions. Young's mansion exeitplifies the f u l l country Georgian style of 
architecture i n i t s purest form. Broad and balanced on the outside, i t has retained anple 
inside decoration to bear witness to a gracious way of l i f e tightly coupled to the business 
requirements of a working iron plantation. 

Visual survey of the house clearly shows i t s use as both home and office. The large 
west room and the southeast room of the f i r s t floor are quite plain. The southeast room, 
having been heated by an iron stove, i s conpletely devoid of any architectural refinements. 
The west chamber, with access to the attached kitchen, was used as a general work room for 
both family and employees. The fireplace i s plastered to the ceiling and drawn forward at 
the top i n a Queen Anne curve. This s t y l i s t i c feature i s found i n no other house i n the 
French greek valley. The northeast room of the f i r s t floor has panelling over the wide 
Rumford * corner fireplace and a corner cupboard with plain shelves. The room directly above 
i t , however, has more panelling than the one on the f i r s t floor and the comer cupboard has 
butterfly shelves. The large west room, so plain downstairs, i s regaled upstairs with a long 
expanse of perfectly executed panelling that extends across half of i t s west wall. (See 
small photographs) 

Again referring to John Young's Inventory/ an "Eight Day Clock Upstairs" i s valued at 
fe22.10 and an "Eight Day Clock Below Stairs" i s valued at fel7.10, providing further proof 
that the better accoutrements were upstairs. Also "the Workmans Table" i s listed with desks 
and other items downstairs. That the house was actively used i n running the forge and mills 
i s evident. 

When John Young died, he bequeathed his property to his sons to be held i n trust u n t i l 
they became 21 years of age. The eldest, John, was to have the mills and forge. As directed 
i n the W i l l , the widow, Susannah, continued operations for seven years. In 1788, they were 
taken over by James Teirplin who had married Elizabeth Young, one of the three daughters. 
John claimed his inheritance i n 1792, Tenplin died i n 1794, and apparently son John did not 
want to be an ironmaster, for he i s taxed as a miller i n 1797. Consequently, the forge with 
294 acres was sold to William Shuler i n 1802 and the industrial site became a farm. 

Other industrial a c t i v i t i e s followed, but the forge was not continued. Reeves & 
Whitaker, of the Phoenix Iron Coitpany, Phoenixville, bought the farm i n 1837, presumably for 
i t s ore deposits. About this tirre, many such sites were purchased by Reeves & Whitaker for 
for that purpose. From 1840 to 1864, the deeds mention an o i l m i l l and water power tract. 
In 1870, twenty-six acres with "Messuage, M i l l and Machinery" was purchased by John W. Dixon 
of Philadelphia (Manayunk) who b u i l t and operated a paper m i l l on the premises. This was 
sold to J. Frederick Sheeder i n 1874. 
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Under the Shulers and subsequent owners, the property became a very productive farm, 
but gradually reduced i n size. In 1925, the property was sold to Father James Wilson of 
the Roman Catholic Church, to become a summer cairp for boys of Philadelphia. Under the 
names of St. Michael's Camp and Caitp Taggert, the house was turned into an office/dwelling 
for the camp director, and a large wooden dining ha l l was added onto the west side of the 
house. Boys lodged i n the house u n t i l a dormitory was erected. The large barn bumed i n 
1948. 

Some years after the church closed the cairp, i t was conveyed to Donald Francis i n 1979, 
who subdivided the remaining acreage. The purchaser of parcel #5, Kenneth Weaver, removed 
the rotting shambles of the dining h a l l and the stucco from the original stonework i n 1981. 
This was the beginning of an ongoing restoration of this last remaining edifice of a once 
v i t a l iron operation on French Creek. 

Footnotes: 
1. Frederick Sheeder, History of East Vincent Tavnship (Pennsylvania Historical Society, 1845 

in response to a statewide request for histories of townships. Sheeder, a German 
immigrant i n 1791, was the only person to respond. 

2. Arthur Cecil Bining, Pennsylvania Iron Manufacture i n the Eighteenth Century (Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Commission, 1938), pages 72-74. The process was Pigg from the 
furnace hammered into anconys at the furnace refinery, sent to the refinery forge to be 
heated and hammered again into bar iron; thence to the chafery forge or blacksmith to be 
worked into specialties, i.e., hinges, horseshoes, etc. Most fumaces did some forging, 
and forges did several steps of the refining process according to their size. 

3. Rumford fireplaces are frequently found i n Chester County, more consistently i n the 
Welsh Valley and towards Philadelphia. Its characteristic i s a double recess on the 
plastered cheeks, as can be seen i n photograph #J . 
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2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
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I I alterations/Integrity 
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I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
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• clarity 
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CH relating significance to the resource 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
































