




West Whiteland Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 
Multiple Resource Nomination 

Survey Code 029-09-41-103,104,105 Page 3 
Thomas Marble Quarry Houses Map //43 

Summary Statement of Significance: 

The Thomas Marble Quarry Houses are e l i g i b l e under c r i t e r i o n C 
as examples of vernacular housing used to provide shelter for the quarry 
workers. Houses of this sort are rare i n the township which had a mostly 
a g r i c u l t u r a l base. The houses are also e l i g i b l e under c r i t e r i o n A for 
their association with the Thomas Quarry which was an important source of 
building grade marble used on and i n many important Delaware Valley 
buildings. The quarry i s not worked any longer but i t s t i l l survives 
to the east of the houses. Two of the engine house walls and a t a i l race 
to draw water away from the quarry s t i l l survive on the s i t e . A l l other 
evidence of heavy industry has been cleared away because the quarry was 
used as a private swim club for many years after the hold suddenly f i l l e d 
with water i n the process of working the marble vein. I t i s alleged that 
machinery and tools s t i l l survive i n the bottom of the hole. 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Beginning at a point at the intersection of the southeast edge of 
the roadbed of the Reading Railroad tracks and the northeast curbline 
of Whitford Road, then i n a northeasterly d i r e c t i o n along the southeast 
edge of the Reading Railroad tracks for 1400 feet, then i n a perpendicular 
direction the the said Railroad tracks, south 30° east for 800 feet, then 
south 67° west 675 feet to a point, then north 30° west to the south edge 
of the private driveway of the Thomas Marble Quarry Houses (Quarry Lane), 
then i n a westerly d i r e c t i o n along the several courses of said driveway 
to i t s intersection with the northeast edge of Whitford Road, then north 
east along said curbline to the place of beginning, containing 18.0 acres. 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and Justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

D summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
D clarity 
D applicable criteria 
D justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
D context 
0 relationship of integrity to significance 
0 justification of exception 
0 other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

~eographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property-------
Quadrangle name ____ _ 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and · tifica · n 

/J~ ~~-- 4:~~ b.d 41'~ Ir/.-~ Lt 
44.<&Jr ~,u/t;,,..... ·· 

12. State His1Dric Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

0Maps 
0 Photographs 
0 Other 

date 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed tO----------------------------

Signed_..L.k:s..:.· --~/k_..;_...;;.. _....,Ji¥~r&.· ·=~-=------ Date _ _.:...l<~h._~~ti; .... ~"'----- Phone:-----------

Comments for any itsm may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Following a s i t e v i s i t and consultation of the I873 Witmer Atlas 
and the I883 Breou Farm At l a s , the boundaries of the nominated acreage 
were drawn to include a l l contributing above ground structures (two 
worker's houses, the " o f f i c e " , a small stone springhouse, engine house 
stone wall r u i n s ) , the below ground resources (the quarry i t s e l f , the 
t a i l race, lime k i l n ruins) and the bed of the spur vjhich connected 
the quarry to the Chester Valley Railroad, Non-contributing features 
Included on the s i t e are a 1 story, frame baggage or fr e i g h t shed c i r c a 
1880 which was relocated from i t s o r i g i n a l l ocation at the nearby 
vyhitford Station and two 1 story, small frame cabannas which were b u i l t 
i n the 1950's for the Blue Hole Quarry Swim Club, 



HPS Fotm 10-900-a 
(3-82) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Parit Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name West Whiteland Township Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Chester County, PENNSYLVANIA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

31. St. Mary of the Immaculate Substantive EevlevKeeper 
Conception D Q E / O W N E R O B J E C T I O N 

( 

, tPT̂  ..pate/Signature 
i Ellglbr© a j 

32. St. Pau l ' s Church 

733. Ship Inn 

34. Sleepy Hollow H a l l 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

35. Solitude Farm 

3g^ Thomas Marble Quarry 
Houses 

37. Trimble M i l l 
DOE/OWNER OBJECTION 

(Subatantive EevTo'̂ Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

SuBstantlve Eevlev, Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

^ • i - -Attest _ 

Substantive Eevlai KeepeT 

38. Turnpike Station House 

DOE/OWNER OBJEC 

„ ^ Attest 

39. 

40. West Whiteland Inn 

Keeper 

Attest 

I Eevle* Keeper ^A-

Attest 

Keeper / L i ^ ^ y A ^ / A ^ J A ^ / ^ f 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Thomas Marble Quarry Houses (West Ehiteland 
Township MRA) 
Chester County 
PENNSYLVANIA 

^ resubmission 
CH nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
CH appeal 

Substantive Review: O sample • request CH appeal 

Working No 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 
Action: CCEPT 

RETURN 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteri 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited t>elow 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

CHfair 

I I deteriorated 

CH ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
CH clarity 
CH alterations/integrity 
CH dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Checic and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
Q applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal tx>undary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Pretervation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the stats is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
CH Photographs 
Dother 

Questions conceming this nomination may be directad to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Commenti for any itam may te continued on an attached sheet 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000736 



F O U N D E D l e s Q . P U R E L 

R O B E R T K . SMITH, C . L . U . 
347 N . Pottstown Pike 

E X T O N , P A . 19341 
Telephone: 215-363-8210 

NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 

MoNTPELiER, V E R M O N T 0 5 6 0 2 

G E N E R A L A G E N C Y 
Suite 816, G.S.B, Building 

Monuments fie City Line Aves. 
B A L A - CYNWYD, P A 19004 

Telephone: 215-667-2440 

Pa. Historical and l̂ Liseim Comiiisslon 
P.O. Box 1026 
Harrisbtjrg, Pa. 17120 

July 6, 1983 

Dear Sirs: 

We approve of any nonination you would give the Thonas Marble 
Quarry Hoxises, West Whiteland Twp., Chester County to the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

^-Sincerely, 

Robert K. Smith 




