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sclituce Farm enjoyed an ideal location in the 18th century agricultural and limestone-
based econumy of West Whiteland Township. To the north lay the valuable timberland

of the North Valley Hills, and on the south the Great Valley unfolds with its meadows,
ricn farmland, ample water, and limestone quarries and kilns. The 0ld Lancaster Road
and later, in 1794, the Lancaster Turnpike followed an east-westerly course through
the large tract of land which in 1780 exceeded 700 acres. The stone homestead was con-
structed in two portions (c. 1750,1761) and stylistically adheres to well-established
vernacular architectural traditions. Despite its ''rehabilitation' in 1904, the Homested
retains most of the 18th century features which identify it as a fine, early 'plantatioj
or "mansion'' house.

The core occupies approximately 2/3 of the existing building. It is rectangular (37'
x 32') two stories, stone, and oriented south. A kitchen wing extends to the north.
In this roam is a large cooking fireplace with evidence of an exterior bake oven which
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27. history, signiticance and/or back ground

Archi tecture:

Solitude Farm is one of the Township's oldest colonial mansions. It contains superb
Colonial/early Georgisn paneling in the c. 1750 core. The hall/parlor plan in this

section is undisturbed and thus representative of colonial building traditions. The
addition of the 2/3 Georgian wing, which provided thehcuse with a fashionable center k3
is typical of additive houses of the 18th century. As it sits today, Solitude Farm

23 sources of information 29. prepared by:

CCiS: A.P. Reid T.S. 2013, Jacobs family papers; VR 1-4-1848, L-{M.L. Wolf
11-3-1887, 9-27-1820, VR 9-16-1821, Direct Tax 1798. Brandvwine Cons,
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P rizontal ventilators. Thcf co:r]:.e‘s ggi.nginalme

o +am. 'ml.-sarlor plan with opposing front and rear entrances 1ls clearly evident.
ffl.:.::".sa;n;.a;at m?msually located between the kitchen wing and parlor (east room) and

> 707,73 small window on the otherwise nearly solid gable end wall. . With the exception
S ® s ith stone ledges under the east room, there is no basement under the core.

of a scorage area wi .
e ¢ superb Colonial raised paneling above and around its fireplaces o ich |
pf:;or a.:efecfnmorets the first (excluding the cooking fireplace) and one on the second floor. ,
The western wall of the 'hall" is entirely paneled and includes built-in cupboards. Window |
reveals on the first floor are paneled and chairrail.fspresent on both levels.
Th major wing (27' x 32') was, as indicated by its datestone, built in 1761. Like the core
it is two stories, stone, and stuccoed. It follows a two-thirds Georgian (double pile,
side hall) plan and is wuriderlain by a full basement which contains three candle niches.
Cor~elled fireplace foundations built into a central pier support the two 'interior cormer"
fir -places on the first floor, one of which retains its original raised panel chimney breast..
The stairway to the second floor is located in the rear (north) hall. :
In 1904 Clarence Sears Kates, who had just purehased Solitude Farm and the adjacent Kates
Mansion, commissioned architect Milton Medary to design alterations to the farm house and
mansion. The alterations to the farmhouse were mostly cosmetic consisting of the addition
of diamond-paned dormer windows, a porch and slight modification to the west gable. The

outstanding colonial interior was left untouched.

‘_3 bt ol b (16')(14') stone shed with ho

#27 cont.
represents a fully-developed 18th century rural plantation house of the best quality.

Agriculture:
The Solitude Farm complex is an excellent example of an 18th century farmstead. Although
ideally situated originally, on limestone-rich soil and close to the old Lancaster Turnpike,
after the construction of the Turnpike in 1794 it took a back seat to the gentleman farms
which were subsequently built along that road. By way of example, after it descended to
Thomas H.B. Jacobs in the early 19th century, he chose to rent the farm and live instead in
a handsome "mew' (1822) manor house along the Turnpike. In advertisements for its sale,
Jacobs described it as the '"hill farm." In 1848 the plantation consisted of approximately
355 acres, 230 of which were farmland, 80 being woodland, and 45 devoted to limestone
quarries and kilns. In that year the farm complex included a stone dwelling, stone barn
with walled stockyard, stone wagon house and corncrib, carriage house, bath house, hog house,
wood house and work shop and a water wheel. Solitude Farm was the location for many
years of a local agricultural celebration called 'Harvest Home.'' The relatively intact

300 plus acre tract was acquired by Church Farm School in the 1950's.

Settlement/Exploration:
Solitude Farm dates from the first period of permanent, colonial settlement.

It was the home of several generations of one of Chester County's "most ancient and distin-
guished" families, the Jacobs. In approximately 1750 John Jacobs (III) settled on a vast
tract of land spanning East and West Whiteland: He made Solitude Farm his homestead and
raised there a family of four children. John Jacobs was one of the Township's most politic-
ally active citizens; he was a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1776, a Speaker

in the First General Assembly of Pennsylvania, and, prior to that, a member of Council

under British government. After the Revolution broke out he became a 'violent whig'" and
"rendered efficient service for General Washington by drawing a map of the surrounding
County when the army was encamped at Valley Forge.'" John Jacobs died in 1780 at age 58,
reputedly while "keeping the patriot army supplied with provisions and c¢lothing...and getting
together horses and fodder from among the Quakers of Chester County."
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West Whitaland Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania
Multiple Resource Nomination

Survey Code 029-09-41-329 Page 3
Solitude Farm Map #16

Summary Statement of Significance:

Solitude Farm is an excellent example of eighteenth century building
traditions and it is eligible for listing under criterion C. Originally
built as a hall-parlor plan house about }750, it was quickly enlarged
to conform to Georgian ideals as they took hold in the countryside around
Philadelphia. It is a well-maintained structure and conveys a true sense
of the past. The 1904 modernization of the dwelling harmonizes well with
the structure and was intended as a sympathetic rehabilitation. Besides
the house, there is also a garage, barn, and some small agricultural out-
buildings on the site.

Verbal Boundary Description:

Eeginning at a point in the northern edge of Church Farr Road and
312.5 feet east of the easternmost edge of the Kates Mansicn driveway:
thence north 25° west 550 feet to a point; thence north 65° east 700 feet
to a point; thence south 25° east 600 feet to a pcint; thence south 65°
west 700 feet to a point; thence north 25° west 50 feet to the place of
beginning, containing 9.6 acres.

Additional Photographs:
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Solitude Farm (West Whiteland Township MRA)
Chester County
PENNSYLVANIA

[(J resubmission
[J nomination by person or local government
[J owner objection

O appeal
Substantive Review: sample O request

ub,
Stan ti Ve 'RGV:Z
w

Working No. SEP 2 9 1983

Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due: /0/7—}/3 > "/’//3/73

Action: ACCE PT

_—RETURNZ ﬂ/f}

REJECT

Federal Agency:

[CJ NR decision

\

Reviewer’s comments:

//m/dméu aN/MM

Recom./Criteria, )6‘«7(//("/
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Discipline_____ - (7"
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techmcal correctlons cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? O yes O no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

[ excellent [ deteriorated (] unaltered O original site

O good [ ruins [ attered (] moved date

[ fair D unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

summary paragraph
mpleteness
clarity
[ alterations/integrity
[C] dates
boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

O summary paragraph

(] completeness

O clarity

B8 applicable criteria

[J justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
[J context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[J other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

—

Verbal boundary description@Wn
//;Qm/ /)m/z

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
(] Maps

(] Photographs
(] Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed /ﬂ“/ 7/&‘ %jf”/ Date // /ﬂ//ff Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Farm enjoyed an ideal location in the 18th century agricultural and limestone-
oncmy of West Whiteland Township. To the north lay the valuable rimberland
orth Valley Hills, and on the south the Great Valley unfolds with its meadows,
land, ample water, and limestone quarries and kilns. The 0ld Lancaster Road
later, in 1794, the Lancaster Turnpike followed an east-westerly course through

e large tract of land which in 1780 exceeded 700 acres. The stone homestead was con-
structed in two portions (c. 1750,1761) and stylistically adheres to well-established
vernacular architectural traditions. Despite its ''rehabilirati

retains most of the 18th century features which identify it as a fine, early '"plantation
or "mansion’’ house.

The core occupies approximately 2/3 of the existing building. It is rectangular (37"
x 327) two stories, stone, and oriented south. A kitchen wing extends to the north.
In this room is a large cooking fireplace with evidence of an exterior bake oven which
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27 history, significance and/or background

Architecture:

Solitude Farm is one of the Township's oldest colonial mansions. It contains superb
olonial/early Georgian paneling in the c¢. 1750 core. The hall/parlor plan in cthis
section is undisturbed and thus representative of colonial building traditions. The
addition of the 2/3 Georgian wing, which provided thehcuse with a fashionable center hdl

s

is typical of additive houses of the 18th century. As it sits roday, Solitude Farm
- {continue on back if necessary) |

<8 sources of information 29, prepared by:

CCHS: A.P. Reid T.S. 2013, Jacobs family papers; VR 1-4-1848, L-|M.L. Wolf
11-3-1887, 9-27-1820, VR 9-16-1821, Direct Tax 1798. Brandvwine Cons.

%’ /uqt% ravision{s)
«
(continue on back if nacessary) § +& L"81

11105

LiQTSiU) DUUBU J3LG '

litation" in 1904, the Homestehd

A8 9M Anrdinw

A
i
p !

(e pUBTOTU

i,

' o
st g . &
TR - = S
‘E,MM ‘ ;ﬂ,‘
{ |
i - 3
| - B
‘ - 3
e L PIND @
§ g % . <
i <
|
i b f
i &‘*2'1‘.@3' = $
4. phote notatian
 S—

3 @
- a
£ 3
3

) 2

SPOT Asains 'y




ADDITIONAL DATA/PHOTOS 4, survey code ~00-41-37
number ail continuations from front ' 029 09 41 3£9

#26 cont. ; : : : ,

is enclosed in a (16'x14') stone shed with horizontal ventilators. The core's original

two room, hall-parlor plan with opposing front and rear entrances is clearly evident. The
stairway is somewhat unusually located between the kitchen wing and parlor (east room) and
is 1lit by a small window on the otherwise nearly solid gable end wall.. With the exception
of a storage area with stone ledges under the east room, there is no basement under the core.

The core features superb Colonial raised paneling above and around its fireplaces of which
there are two on the first (excluding the cooking fireplace) and one on the second floor.
The western wall of the "hall" is entirely paneled and includes built-in cupboards. Window
reveals on the first floor are paneled and chairrail ispresent on both levels.

Th major wing (27' x 32') was, as indicated by its datestone, built in 1761. Like the core
it is two stories, stone, and stuccoed. It follows a two-thirds Georgian (double pile,
side hall) plan and is underlain by a full basement which contains three candle niches.
Corbelled fireplace foundations built into a central pier support the two "interior corner"
firzplaces on the first floor, one of which retains its original raised panel chimney breast.|
The stairway to the second floor is located in the rear (north) hall.
In 1904 Clarence Sears Kates, who had just purehased Solitude Farm and the adjacent Kates
Mansion, commissioned architect Milton Medary to design alterations to the farm house and
mansion. The alterations to the farmhouse were mostly cosmetic consisting of the addition
of diamond-paned dormer windows, a porch and slight modification to the west gable. The
outstanding colonial interior was left untouched.

#27 cont.
represents a fully-developed 18th century rural plantation house of the best quality.

Agriculture:

The Solitude Farm complex is an excellent example of an 18th century farmstead. Although
ideally situated originally, on limestone-rich soil and close to the old Lancaster Turmpike,
after the construction of the Turnpike in 1794 it took a back seat to the gentleman farms
which were subsequently built along that road. By way of example, after it descended to
Thomas H.B. Jacobs in the early 19th century, he chose to rent the farm and live instead in
a handsome "new (1822) manor house along the Turnpike. In advertisements for its sale,
Jacobs described it as the "hill farm." In 1848 the plantation consisted of approximately
355 acres, 230 of which were farmland, 80 being woodland, and 45 devoted to limestone
quarries and kilns. In that year the farm complex included a stone dwelli ing, stone barn
with walled stockyard, stone wagon house and corncrib, carriage house, bath house, hog house,
wood house and work shop and a water wheel . Solitude Farm was the location for many
years of a local agricultural celebration called 'Harvest Home.'" The relatively intact

300 plus acre tract was acquired by Church Farm School in the 1950's.

Settlement/Exploration:
Sclitude Farm dates from the first period of permanent, colonial settlement.

It was the home of several generations of one of Chester County's "most ancient and distin-
guished" families, the Jacobs. In approximately 1750 John Jacobs (III) settled on a vast
tract of land spanning East and West Whiteland: He made Solitude Farm his homestead and
raised there a family of four children. John Jacobs was one of the Township's most politic-
ally active citizens; he was a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1776, a Speaker

in the First General Assembly of Pennsylvania, and, prior to that, a member of Council

under British government. After the Revolution broke out he became a "violent whig" and
"rendered efficient service for General Washington by drawing a map of the surrounding
County when the army was encamped at Valley Forge.'" John Jacobs died in 1780 at age 58, i
reputedly while "keeping the patriot army supplied with provisions and clothing...and getti ngi
together horses and fodder from among the Quakers of Chester County." i
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West Whiteland Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania
Multiple Resource Nomination

Survey Code 029-09-41-329 Page 3
Solitude Farm Map #16

Summary Statement of Significance:

Solitude Farm is an excellent example of eighteenth century building
traditions and it is eligible for listing under criterion C. Originally
built as a hall-parlor plan house about }750, it was quickly enlarged
to conform to Georgian ideals as they took hold in the countryside around
Philadelphia. It is a well-maintained structure and conveys a true sense
of the past. The 1904 modernization of the dwelling harmonizes well with
the structure and was intended as a sympathetic rehabilitation. Besides
the house, there is also a garage, barn, and some small agricultural out-
buildings on the site.

Verbal Roundary Description:

Beginning at a point in the northern edge of Church Farm Road and
312.5 feet east of the easternmost edge of the Kates Mansiocon driveway:
thence north 25° west 550 feet to a point; thence north 65° east 700 feet
to a point; thence south 25° east 600 feet to a pecint; thence south 65°
west 700 feet to a point; thence north 25° west 50 feet to the place of
beginning, containing 9.6 acres.

Additional Photographs:

X

PG: Diane Snyder
PV: Northwest View
PD: March 1983

Location: WWHC, 03-75,#18
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| PG: Diane Snyder

'PV: West Wall of Core
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NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
@-82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form
West Whiteland Township, Chester County, PA MRA

Continuation sheet Item number
Survey Code 029-09-41-329 Page 5
Solitude Farm Map #16

The nominated acreage consists of a rectangle with the complex
centrally located, Additional land has been included to protect the
integrity of the s ettingand to provide a green buffer zone from
future development, Besides the mansion house, thecomplex includes
a contributing 1 story, long, rectangular pre-18,8 fieldstone spring-
house and a non-contributing frame corncrib and a large barn. The
eastern and western walls of the barn are fieldstone and the eastern
wall contains an 1822 datestone which appears to have been re-cycled.
The northern and southern walls of the barn are c inderblock and were
rebuilt in 1970 following a devastating fire,
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technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

‘ 3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition - Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? O yes O no

7. Description

Condition Check one ‘ Check one

| excellent ] deteriorated ] unaltered J original site

O good [ ruins [ attered O moved date
] fair O unexposed .

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

] summary paragraph
[J completeness

] clarity

[] alterations/integrity
[ dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[J summary paragraph

O completeness

[ clarity

[J applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
(J context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
O justification of exception

[J other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
[ Maps

(] Photographs
[J Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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