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PA HISTORICAL & MUSEUM COMMISSION Hu:ritburg, PA 17120 L w}llteland His torical ComniSSion
8. property owners name and address 9. tax parcel number / other number}] 10. ‘l 8 l ‘ 41 4! 7| 8 | 6 IO l
Robert J. and Susan W. Shenkin AL-ER-4 ‘LTM#
1358 Glen Echo Road i ( gip 41412 1811 0
. st h i :
HesE Chester, PA 19380 s atucsC;ItseSv surveys, lists etc.) i ert
e, Malvern c?c 5 A
12, classification 13. date(s) (how determined) i 19. inai
site () strycture () object () c.181 5’§wld“gnwfékwp° Residence-farm
.bu-ldlng. 14, period /3 Georglan 20, present use
in N.R. district yes () no () l§00-1819 Vernacular ““Residence-non-farm
16. architect or engineer 17. contractor or builder 18, primary building mat./constructiont 21 condjtion
S / QvVe gverage
tone/stucco 22. integrity
: Above average

23. site plan with north arrow

24. photo notation

PG: Diane Snyder

PV: South elevation
PD: 4/21/1981

files ati

“CoHS WHIRC #09-68, #21
26. brief description (note unusual features, integri.,, —.....c...cocoiny v cmm oo oL . .

The Daniel Meredith House is located in south central West Whiteland, below the Great

Valley, where the soil and topography are not well-suited to agriculture. It was part
of a small farm (100 acres), held by the Meredith family, for approximately 100 years.
Despite the residential development that now surrounds it, the Daniel Meredith House
shows strong architectural integrity and vestiges of its original farm setting. A
handsome Centennial Spruce graces the main entrance. The house is stuccoed stone,
rectangular (25'x30'), two-and-one-half stories, double pile, and three bays wide with
an off-centered door. It falls neatly into the Side-Hall or 2/3 Georgian group, but is
distinguished within that category by its architectural purity and integrity. The

of f-centered entrance leads into a generously proportioned hall where there is a 6/9
side window, an opposing door at the rear, and a closed string stairway running a
straight course to the second floor. There are two rooms both downstairs and up, each

with separate fireplaces. The surrounds are plainly fluted. Architrave trim is used
(continue on back if necessary)
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27. nistory, significance and/or background

Architecture
The Daniel Meredith House was built circa 1815 on a 100-acre tract of land in the south

central portion of the Township. The land was obtained in 1796 from John Lockhart, a

dwelling, there was a 20'x18' log house and one log barn (described in 1798 as "almost
down") om the.property. Recognizing this, and perhapsy,having accumulated some extra

28. sources of information 29. prepared by:

CCHS: Tax Records 1779-1821; Recorder of Deeds and Wills for M.L. Wolf, Brandywine

Willistown resident and school teacher. Prior to the comstruction of the existing stone
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© TINAL SATA tecTOS 4. sucvey code 029-09-41-061

numbaer ail continuastions from front

#26 cont.

taroughout the house, but is slightly more defined on the first floor. There are two arched
fireplace supports, a central stone supporting wall, and log joists visible in the full
basement. The two separate chimneys on the west gable end converge Iin the attic and emerge :
from the peak of the gable as one unit. Although the attic is finished off at present,

there is an indication of pegged rafter construction and signs of a shake roof. Some detailsg
concerning the house can be determined through wills. In 1824, for example, Daniel Meredith
left his wife, Ruth, "the use of the northern most room on the west side of the entry on

che first floor" and to his daughter, Margaret, "the use of a southerly room upstairs with

a fireplace." From Isaac Meredith's will of 1861, it is apparent the hall was wide enough

for a settee, there was a sitting room and parlor (by that date containing stoves), two
chambers, and a garret bedroom. The original kicchen probably was located approximately whero
the modern one now stands; it 1s mentioned in 1824 and 186k as having a cellar.

#27 cont.

money by tenant farming for John Jacobs while his newly acquired farm was rented out, Meredith.
constructed a comfortable stone house using a Side Hall or 2/3 Georgian Plan. Plain and §
practical, the Meredith House holds no -architectural secrets or surprises. It is a straight
forward example of a type of house heavily favored in West Whiteland in the first half of

the 19th century. Unlike most others, however, the Meredit h House is not a modification of

an earlier structure nor an addition (as is the case, for example, with the nearby Grove
Tavern). Rather, it stands by itself as a fully-developed example of the 2/3 Georgian Plan

to which, other than the addition of a modern kitchen on the west, few major changes have

been made. i
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West Whiteland Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania
Multiple Resource Nomination

Survey Code 029-09-41-061 Page 3
Daniel Meredith House Map #23

Summary Statement of Significance:

The Meredith House is eligible for listing under criterion C
as an example of the maintenance of traditional housing types. Built
around 1815, the Meredith House is a fully developed Georgian building.
It incorporates all of the eighteenth century building grammar including
the symmetrical facade, window treatment and arrangement of interior
space but was built during the 19th century. In addition to the main

house, there is also a modern garage, a nineteenth century spring house
and a barn ruins on the site.
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-ALL THAT CFRIAIN_lot or plece ¢
fl‘ﬂddppgrtcnnaccn, thorcon, Situate i
and, County of Chrogst ani 6tateo o .
described aicogditz;;utgru Map.of Froperty ol Lcuise k. Heller, made
by Janes J,-Spinoelll, Reglistored Professional C}vil conginner, Wayne,
Pa., dated Jaounry 26, 1360 revised March 4, 1950 and recor?ed
September 10, 1960°in Plan Baok X1 page 7 as follows, to wit:-

.es &

—SIIING at a point on the Westerly side of Glen 2cino Hoad
(Forty Icet wide), which poiat is at the arc distance ol “hitty-
Six and twenty-six one-hundredths feet, measured on a line: ©rv 63
to the right, having 3 radius of Tweaty-five feet, from & po.at
of curve on the Southarly cide ol Twin Oaks Lane, (rForty :ices
wide); thercas exxtending from zaid beginning point, aloai the
vesterly und Southwesterly of Gl:: Ecuo Road the two following
courses and distances: (l) South Scvea degrees, twenty-four
ainutes, thisty seconds East, On: hundred sesenty-one aand twenty-
nine one-hundredths feet to a point and (2) South Forty-nine
degrees, orty-six minutes, fifty cecords East, Two huairzd seven-
teen and eighty one-hundredths f2et to a point; therce extendirg
South Foruy degrees, thirteen siautes, tea ceconds West, Two
hundred f!fty-four and thirteen one-hundredths feet to a poiat:
in line of land, now or late of “anuel Wittenmeyer; thancse
extending 2long same the three following courses and distances:
(1) North Fifty-ceven ldegrees, fifty-six minutes, forty s2cozds
West, Eighty feet and sixty one-aundredths of a foot to a poin%; -
(2) North Fifty-seven degrces, forty-six minutes, ten seconds
“West, Two hundred tweaty-nine anid sixty one-hundredths feet to
a point and (3) Dorth Thirty-seven degrees, fifty-three minutes,
ten seconds West, Three hundred feet to a point; thence exteanding
Jorth Fifty-two degrees, six minutes, fifty seconds Eaast, Two
hundred feet to a point on the Southerly side f Twin Oaka Iane,
aloresald; thence extending along same North Eighty- nine degress,
twenty-five ninutes, twenty-four seconds East, Two ifundred forty
feet and sixty-nine ore-hundredths of a foot to a point of curve;
thence extending on a line curving to the right, having a radius
of twenty-five feet, the arc distance of Thirty-six and twenty-
5ix one-hundredths feet to the first mentioned point ard place of
beginning.! :

B T
L JATING part of the same premisces wnich The .Chester County
Land Company, 8 Pennsylvania Ccrporation, by Indenture bearing
date the 30th day of August, A.D. 1340, and duly recorded at West
Chester, in the Office for the Recordirg of Teeds, in and for the
County of Chester, in Deed Book 1{-20 pige 82 Lc., granted and con-
vey2d unto Louise K. Hrller, in fee,

ZiT.G part of the same premises larry F. Taylor crnd Mabel G..
his wife, by Indenture bearing date the 21:st day of March, A.D.
1945, and duly rccorded at West Chester, in the Office for the
pecording of Deeds, in and for treCounty of Chester, in Deed
Rook A-22 page 184 &c., granted and conveyed unto Louise K.
hneller, in fee,

v

. OCETUEP with all und singular the rights, liberties, privileges,
hereditaments, aad appurtcnances whatsoever thereunto hclonging or in an?
wise appertaining and the reversicns and remainders, rents, lssugstﬁiﬁ
pfofxts thereof; and also, ull the estate, right, title, interest, proper
claim, and derand whatsoever nf sl cai s e . tana or cauity.
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Meredith, Daniel, House (West Whiteland

Township MRA) #hbstantive Revigy
Chester County ' . 083
PENNSYLVANIA Working No. __SEP 2 9 |
Fed. Reg. Date: -
Date Due: __/9/%25/8 > - ../7 3/8 >
Action: ____ ACCEPT .
[ resubmission “~“RETURN ////g?)
[ nomination by person or local government REJECT
] owner objection i Federal Agency:
] appeal
Substantive Review: %sample | request [J appeal [CJ NR decision
Reviewer’s comments: "\
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see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below }%}71 Mﬂuﬁ% L M jx&&nM »

Xsubstantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? O yes Jno

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

[ excellent [C] deteriorated D unaltered (5] original site

O good [ ruins [ attered O moved date
J fair O unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

] summary paragraph
completeness

[ clarity

[] alterations/integrity

[C] dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[ summary paragraph

] completeness

[ clarity

1 applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
[ context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is;

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
1 Maps

[T Photographs
] Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed /ﬁ(’{'f— V/é&«%(/ { Date /{/’;/(() Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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16. architect or enginser 17, contractor or bulider 18, primary building mat./construction 21. condjtion
/ Qve average
Stone/stucco 22. integrity
¥ Above average
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23. site plan with north arrow

24. photo notation

PG: Diane Snyder

PV: South elevation
D: 4/21/1981

25, file/location

CCHS,WWHC #09-68, #21

26. brief description (note unusual features, integri.,, -............ —— =

The Daniel Meredith House is located in south central West Whiteland, below the Great
Valley, where the soil and topography are not well-suited to agriculture. It was part
of a small farm (100 acres), held by the Meredith family, for approximately 100 years.
Despite the residential development that now surrounds it, the Daniel Meredith House
shows strong architectural integrity and vestiges of its original farm setting. A
handsome Centennial Spruce graces the main entrance. The house is stuccoed stone,
rectangular (25'x30'), two-and-one-half stories, double pile, and three bays wide with
an off-centered door. It falls neatly into the Side-Hall or 2/3 Georgian group, but is
distinguished within that category by its architectural purity and integrity. The

of f-centered entrance leads into a generously proportioned hall where there is a 6/9
side window, an opposing door at the rear, and a closed string stairway running a
straight course to the second floor. There are two rooms both downstairs and up, each
with separate fireplaces. The surrounds are plainly fluted. Architrave trim is used

(continue on back if necessary)
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27. history, significance and/or background

Architecture
The Daniel Meredith House was built circa 1815 on a 100-acre tract of land in the south

central portion of the Township. The land was obtained in 1796 from John Lockhart, a

dwelling, there was a 20'x18' log house and one log barn (described in 1798 as "almost
dowa!'): on thepproperty. ~Recognizing this, and perhaps having accumulated some extra

Willistown resident and school teacher. Prior to the construction of the existing stone

{continue on back if necessary) {
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28. sources of information ¢ : 29, prepared by:
CCHS: Tax Records 1779 1821; Recorder of Deeds and Wills for M.L. Wolf, Brandywine
Chester County Cons,
30. date revision(s)
(continue on back if necessary) 12/ 1981
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#26 cont.

throughout the house, but is slightly more defined on the first floor. There are two arched
fireplace supports, a central stone supporting wall, and log joists visible in the full
basement. The two separate chimneys on the west gable end converge in the attic and emerge
from the peak of the gable as one unit. Although the attic is finished off at present,

there is an indication of pegged rafter construction and signs of a shake roof. Some detailsg
concerning the house can be determined through wills. 1In 1824, for example, Daniel Meredith
left his wife, Ruth, "the use of the northern most room on the west side of the entry on

the first floor" and to his daughter, Margaret, "the use of a southerly room upstairs with i
a fireplace." From Isaac Meredith's will of 1861, it is apparent the hall was wide enough

for a settee, there was a sitting room and parlor (by that date containing stoves), two
chambers, and a garret bedroom. The original kitchen probably was located approximately where
the modern one now stands; it is mentioned in 1824 and 186% as having a cellar.

#27 cont.

money by tenant farming for John Jacobs while his newly acquired farm was rented out, Meredith
constructed a comfortable stone house using a Side Hall or 2/3 Georgian Plan. Plain and
practical, the Meredith House holds no architectural secrets or surprises. It is a straight
forward example of a type of house heavily favored in West Whiteland in the first half of

the 19th century. Unlike most Bthers, however, the Meredith House is not a modification of

an earlier structure nor an addition (as is the case, for example, with the nearby Grove
Tavern). Rather, it stands by itself as a fully-developed example of the 2/3 Georgian Plan

to which, other than the addition of a modern kitchen on the west, few major changes have

been made.
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West Whiteland Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania
Multiple Resource Nomination

Survey Code 029-09-41-061 Page 3
Daniel Meredith House Map #23

Summary Statement of Significance:

The Meredith House is eligible for listing under criterion C
as an example of the maintenance of traditional housing types. Built
around 1815, the Meredith House is a fully developed Georgian building.
It incorporates all of the eighteenth century building grammar including
the symmetrical facade, window treatment and arrangement of interior
space but was built during the 19th century. In addition to the main

house, there is also a modern garage, a nineteenth century spring house
and a barn ruins on the site.
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by James-J.;spgn¢1§1 Registered Professional Civil Enginner, Wayne,

| Pa., dated Jaouary 20, 1 revised March 4, 1950 and recorded

I September 10, 1 ‘in Plan Book #1l1 page 7 as followg. to wit:-
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BEGIINING at a point on the Westerly side of Glen @cho_“oud

: (Forty fcet wide), which poiat is at the arc digstance of "hizty-

| six and twenty-six one-hundredths feet, measured on a lin: curv.ng

| to the right, having a radius of Tweaty-five feet, from & po.ut

o of curve on the South2rly cide ol Twin Oaks Lane, (Forty ices

N wide); therce e>tending from zaid beginning point, along the

! VWesterly und Southwesterly of Gl:: Ecuo Road the two following

courses and distances: (1) South Sevena degrees, twenty-four

| minutes, thirty seconds East, On: hundred seventy-one and twenty-

| nine one-hundredths feet to a point and (2) South Forty-nine

( degrees, forty-six minutes, fifty seconds East, Two hundired seven-

] teen and eighty one-hundredths feset to a point; thence extending

Jl South Forwuvy degrees, thirteen miautes, ten tgeconds West, Two

'] hundred f!.fty-four and thirteen one-hundredths feet to & point

J in line of land, now or late of Samuel Wittenmeyer; thence

extending 2long same the three following courses and distances:

‘ (1) North Fifty-seven degrees, {ifty-six minutes, forty gseconds

! West, Eighty feet and sixty one-nundredths of a foot to a point;

(2) North Fifty-seven degrces, forty-six minutes, ten seconds

West, Two hundred twenty-nine and sixty one-hundredths feet to S

! a point and (3) Ilorth Thirty-seven degrees, fifty-three minutes, ;

‘ ten seconds West, Three hundred feet to a point; thence extending

| North Fifty-two degrees, six minutes, fifty seconds East, Two .

hundred feet to a point on the Southerly side of Twin Oaks Lane,

J aforesaid; thence extending along same North Eighty- nine degrees,
twenty-five minutes, twenty-four seconds Egst, Two nundred forty
feet and sixty-nine ore-hundredths of a foot to a point of curve;
thence extending on a line curving to the right, having a radius
of twenty-five feet, the arc distance of Thirty-six and twenty- :
six one-hundredths feet to the first mentioned point and place of ‘

Y beginning.' . ' E

2 i
- «3ZING part of the same premices which The Chester County
Land Company, 8 Pennsylvania Cerporation, by Indenture bearing
date the 30th day of August, A.D. 1940, and duly recorded at West
Chester, in the Office for the Recording of Deeds, in and for the
County of Chester, in Deed Book N-20 page 82 &c., granted and con-
veyed unto Louise K. H:ller, in fee,

. _BEIIG part of the same premises Harry F. Taylor cnd Mabel G..

his wife, by Indenture bearing date the 21st day of March, A.D. :
1945, and duly rccorded at West Chester, in the Office for the :
Recording of Deeds, in and for tleCounty of Chester, in Deed

Rook A-22.page 184 &c., granted and conveyed unto Louise K.
Heller, in fee.

o .

ats . oo TOGEXER with- all and singular the rights, liberties, privileges,
hereditaments, and appurtcnances whatsoever thereunto bclonging or in any
wise appertaining and the reversions and remainders, rents, issues, and
P[gf%tsatyeggofzdnn# :150. all the estate, right, title, interest, proper
vlaim, and derand whatsoever, of tj i in law, or equity,’

|  or otherwise howsocver, of, in to.‘ﬁrsihi Grantor in 1aw, or equity,,




OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

NPS Form 10-900-a
@-82)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form
West Whiteland Township, Chester County, PA MRA

Continuation sheet Item number
Survey Code 029-09-41-061 Page L
Daniel Meredith House Map #23

The nominated acreage consists of all land currently associated
with the resource. Located on the property are a contributing 1 %
story, rectangular, rubble fieldstone springhouse and a non-contributing
2 story, modern rectangular cinderblock garage. The barn ruins con-
sist of one partial stone wall and do not contribute to the signifi=-
cance of the property.
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Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name West Whiteland Township Multiple Resource Area
State Chester County, PENNSYLVANIA

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature ,
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26.  Morstein Keeper 2S
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Attest . 5
5/8) Pennypacker, Benjamin, Hoqse Keeper /ﬁLW/K"{L/ ‘?7/%/77
| | Attest
u; 29. Price, Joseph, House sdogtenivive heviey Keeper 2 G -
Attest
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(30\ Rush, Benjamin, House ‘ ; Keeper MA\/ %/ ?/z/}y/
3 /v 71 ¢

Attest
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Meredith, Daniel,
Township MRA)
Chester County
PENNSYLVANIA

House ( West Whiteland

rubstantive Heview

Working No. ?/ ?/ ~1

Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due: Sy ”] P }/
Action: _QRCE&T 5s—2 5/

5 resubmission RETURN

[ nomination by person or local government REJECT

[J owner objection Federal Agency:

O appeal

Substantive Review: lﬁ sample [ request [J appeal [CJ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:
Recom./Criteriay /&QW/X_.
Reviewer /Wn/
Discipline ,)7 5 /
Date ,7//9/}74

see continuation s‘ee(
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? [ yes O no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

O excellent [ deteriorated [J unaltered O original site

|:| good D ruins L__] altered D moved date

D fair - unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[(J summary paragraph
(] completeness

[ clarity

[] alterations/integrity
[] dates

[C] boundary selection




8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[ summary paragraph

O completeness

O clarity

(] applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
] context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
[J Maps

(] Photographs
(] other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000736




