
FHR-8-300 (11-78) 

Uni ted S t a t e s Depar tment of the Interior 
Her i tage Conse rva t i on and Recrea t ion Se rv i ce 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See inst ruct ions in How to Comple te Nat ional Register Forms 
Type all ent r ies—complete appl icab le sec t ions 

1. Name 

For HCRS use 

received • 

date entered 

III l i l u i l l l M M H M H M H H H H I 

historic Bauem .Freund Print Shop 

and/or common N / A 

2. Location 

S^gmeytom'PlJB^-4^tei^^ 63) street & number not for publication 

city, town M a r l b o r o u g h ^S&maiadsp / J / ^ vicinity of congressional district 

state Pennsylvania code 42 county Montgonery code 091 

3. Classification 
Catego ry Ownersh ip S ta tus Present U s e 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
^ building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure botti work in progress educational X private residence 
site Pub l i c Acqu i s i t i on A c c e s s i b l e entertainment religious 
object ^ / ^ in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

f^/^ being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Rarxiy W. Granger and Sarah Anne McNear 

street & number p . p . B o x 8 9 , Sunineytown P i k e 

city, town Sumneytown vicinity of state Pennsylvania 18084 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Mon tgamery C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

street & number Airy and Swede Streets 

city, town Norristown state Pennsylvania 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title P e n n s y l v a n i a I n v e n t o r y o f H i s t o r i c has this property been determined elegible? yes X no 

Places 
date A p r i l 27, 1981 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records PHMC 

city, town Harrisburg state P e n n s y l v a n i a 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated ^ unaltered X original site . 

X good ruins altered moved date bUA 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

'The Bauem Freund Print Shop i s a 2 I" story, three bay, two pile structure 
with gable roof. The f i r s t floor has large twelve-over-twelve windows, double shop doors 
and a separate side stair entrance. The second floor windows are six-over-six, as are 
the side third story windows. TXro arched dormers in front are nine-over-six, with ship-
lapped siding, applied moldings, fluted pilasters, and segmental pediments. There are 
two internal end chimneys; the northem chimney serves two second floor fireplaces, 
while the southem chimney i s false. The main roof has cedar shingles and a box comice. 
The brick work is cottnon bond. 

A front porch runs the length of the shop face and extends out 5'9". The porch's 
hipped roof is supported by two front comer posts. These are connected visually 1^ 
round arches and, in the firont, by a short scalloped curtain. Comer voids are f i l l e d 
with tumed spindles radiating out fom quarter-cxrcle voiges, suggesting a sunburst or 
a spider web. The porch floor i s tongue-and-grooved yellow pine with a large bulkhead 
below the shop window. 

Other exterior details include raised panel doors and shutters, fluted door trim 
with comer blocks, and a cast iron gutter box, dated "1838". 

The intemal floor plan has partitioned straight stairs between t±ie basement, f i r s t , 
second, and third floors. The original shop area on the f i r s t floor i s a single, open 
roan with one central support column. The second floor has two original rooms, each with 
fireplace. The tJiird floor remains open and unpartitioned. Details of note include beaded 
board partitions, raised panel doors, board-and-batten doors, sinple mantles with half-
round, turned pilasters and applied moldings, recessed cupboards with raised panel doors, 
and randan width cotmon pine floor boards. 

There have been no major additions or alterations to the building. 

There i s a small single story frame garage, unattached, on the south east side 
of the Print Shop. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 J C _ architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

2? 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

Invention other (specify) 

S p e c i f i c da tes 1 8 3 8 Bu i lder /Arch i tec t U n k n o w n 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Bauern Freund P r i n t Shop, u n a l t e r e d and on i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e , 
i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the career of Enos Benner, 
German-American educator and p r i n t e r . Between 1828 and 1858, Benner 
pu b l i s h e d Der Bauern Freund (The Farmer's F r i e n d ) , a weekly Democratic 
organ t h a t played an important r o l e i n the p o l i t i c a l , economic and 
s o c i a l l i f e of the German-speaking community i n northern Montgomery 
County. Benner's shop a l s o produced a v a r i e t y of p a t r i o t i c and 
r e l i g i o u s t r a c t s as w e l l as a number of ed u c a t i o n a l t e x t s i n c l u d i n g 
two e d i t i o n s of a mathematics primer w r i t t e n by Benner f o r use i n 
German language elementary schools. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the Bauern 
Freund P r i n t Shop i s a d i s t i n c t i v e example of an urban, commercial 
design s u c c e s s f u l l y t r a n s p l a n t e d to a r u r a l s e t t i n g . The unknown 
b u i l d e r adapted the e a r l i e r s t y l e of a P h i l a d e l p h i a m e r c a n t i l e row-
house t o s u i t a f r e e - s t a n d i n g s t r u c t u r e w i t h a f r o n t porch, a n t i c i p a t i n g 
a t y p i c a l mid t o l a t e 19th century design. The shop, combining elements 
of Georgian, Federal and V i c t o r i a n a r c h i t e c t u r e , presents a t r a n s i t i o n a l 
appearance. The c o l o r and t e x t u r e of l o c a l b r i c k suggest an 18th century 
s t r u c t u r e ; i t s use i n a b u i l d i n g of t h i s s i z e and type, however, p o i n t s 
to the l a t t e r 19th century and the extensive use of mass produced b r i c k 
i n Pennsylvania's growing towns. Federal d e t a i l i n g on the dormers and 
the turned, r a t h e r than jig-sawn, porch decorations c o n t r i b u t e to the 
shop's t r a n s i t i o n a l appearance. 

L i s t of s i g n i f i c a n t p u b l i c a t i o n s issued from the Bauern Freund 
P r i n t Shop by Enos Benner and Edwin Benner. 

1826 German A r i t h m e t i c ; two l a t e r e d i t i o n s i s s u e d i n 1833 and 1848. 
1830 E r l a e t e r u n g f u r Herrn Caspar Schwenckfeld, e t c . A v i n d i c a t i o n 

of the Schwenckfelders 
18 38 German Hymn Book f o r the Snyod of the Reformed Church. Seven 

e d i t i o n s i s s u e d . 
1839 Published the Augsburg Confession. 
1842 The L i v e s of the Signers of the D e c l a r a t i o n of the Independence, 

German t e x t ; copy-righted by Enos Benner. 
1844 Prayer Book. 
1845 The 98th Meeting of the German Ev. Lutheran M i n i s t e r i u m of Pa. 
1846 Non-denominational catechism f o r German c h i l d r e n . 
1848 Das Neue Buchstabir und Lesebuch. 
1850 Appendix f o r 18 38 Hymnal. 
1852 Das Neue ABC und Buchstabirbuch. A German elementary primer f o r 

the German p u b l i c schools. 
1859 K l e i n e Katechismus Dr. M a r t i n Luther. 
1876 Das Neue Buchstabir und Lesebuch, zum Gebrauch Deutscher Volksschulen 

i n Pa. und ardern Staaten. Improved E d i t i o n . 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Benner, Enos. German A r i t h m e t i c , Second E d i t i o n ; P u b l ished by the 

e d i t o r , Sumneytown, Pennsylvania, 1833. 
Sc o t t , J.D. New H i s t o r i c a l A t l a s of Montgomery County, Pa.; Norristown; 

1877. 

10. Geographical Data 
25 Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Perkiomenvi l le , PA 
UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1 = 2 4 , 0 0 0 
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Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and jus t i f i ca t ion 

See enclosed c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet 

List a l i s t a t es and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state NA code NA •„ NA county code NA 

state NA code NA county NA code NA 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Sarah Anne McNear 

organization N/A date 1 / 7 / 8 2 

street & number Box 89, Sumneytown Pike telephone 215-234-8986 

cityortown Sumneytown state PA 18084 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

X national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Cqnsflrvation apdJSecuatien Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

L a r r y E. T i s e , Executive D i r e c t o r  
title Pa h i s t o r i c a l & Museum Commission 
T o r HCRS use only mm 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

dati 7J K e ^ r of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of ation 

G P O 9 38 6 3 5 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No.1024-0018 
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service (̂or NPS u$« onty 

National Register of Historic Places msa^ 
Inventory—Nomination Form meenxered 

BAUERN FREUND PRINT SHOP, Montgomery Co. 
Continuation sheet Item numt>er 8 Page 2 

The Bauern Freund newspaper was published i n Sumneytown from 1828 to 
1858. The Bauren Freund was the second German weekly to be published 
i n Montgomery County, preceeded by "Der Advocate," a l s o a Sumneytown 
paper which ceased p u b l i c a t i o n a f t e r only s i x months due to i t s un­
popular p o l i t i c a l commentaries. The p r i n c i p a l e d i t o r of the Bauern 
Freund was Enos Benner, a p r i n t e r and teacher from Charlestown 
(Trumbauersville), Bucks County, who r e l o c a t e d to Sumney town i n 1827. 
O r i g i n a l l y Benner operated h i s presses i n h i s house, but by 1845 he had 
moved next door to the P r i n t Shop where he issued r o u t i n g p r i n t i n g r e ­
quests, the Bauern Freund, and s e v e r a l s p e c i a l p u l i c a t i o n s . The 
newspaper c o n t r i b u t e d to and encouraged commercial a c t i v i t i e s i n and be­
tween the German communities of northern Montgomery County. P r i o r to 
p u b l i c a t i o n of the Bauren Freund, l o c a l r e s i d e n t s r e l i e d on the Reading 
A d l e r f o r t h e i r news. Although a German paper, the A d l e r f a i l e d to 
express the needs and concerns of the l o c a l communities. Benner's 
s e n s i t i v i t y to those needs i s evident throuthout h i s career as p r i n t e r and 
p u b l i s h e r i n Sumneytown. 



For HCRS use only 

received 

date entered 

FHH-8-300 (11-78) 

United States Department off the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

BAUERN FREUND PRINT SHOP, Montgomery  
Continuation sheet ttem number 10 Page 2 

Copied from Deed, 8/2/80 issued to Sarah Anne McNear and Randy W. 
Granger: 

"Beginning i n the bed of Sumneytown Pi k e (Pa. Rt. #63 L.R. 198) 
measured at a p o i n t 305 f e e t more or l e s s from the center l i n e of 
G e r y v i l l e P i k e , thence extending from s a i d p o i n t and place of 
beginning along s a i d Sumneytown Pike North 2 5 degrees 2 5 minutes 
37 seconds West 75.90 f e e t to an i r o n p i n at corner of p a r c e l #2; 
thence extending along s a i d p a r c e l North 72 degrees 18 minutes 
55 seconds East 151.79 f e e t t o an i r o n p i n i n the bed of G e r y v i l l e 
P i k e ; thence extending along s a i d Pike South 16 degrees 41 minutes 
5 seconds East 75.22 f e e t to an i r o n p i n at corner of land of John 
S. Burke; thence extending along s a i d land South 72 degrees 18 
minutes 55 seconds West 140.25 f e e t t o the f i r s t mentioned p o i n t 
and place of beginning" 

P a r c e l Number: 45-00-02629-00-8 



NATIONAL KEGISTER OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 

Substantive Hevlew 

Bauern Freund Print Shop, 
Montgomerv County, 
PENNSYLVANIA, 

£VALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

Working No. 
F*d. Reg. Date: 
Date Du«-
Action: -^iT ACCENT-

RETURN. 
REJECT. 

e 

£ 
i 

rasub ml ssion 
nomination by person or local government 
owner objection 
Appeal / 

Substantive Review: sample request 

Federal Agency: 

appeal NR decision 

12 

!i li 
11 

Reviewer's comments: 

0 ^ / ll Recom./Criteria _£=LJ^ r , m ^ ^ < i y i i i « b a ^ b<hrKcK'c^ V Reviewer L A g ^ t ^ ^ 
ne/U^d • piAJ p X l V c u l o A ^ (L. D l s c l p M n e _ Z S L r _ E l M ^ 

Recom. /Criteria A_Q- A^i^^' 

see cofltlnuat ion sheet 

•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Ciasslfication 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

7. Description 

. etceUent 

.ten . uraipoaad 

unalt*rad original site 
aHafe<t movod doto 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
altera tions/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. Signifficance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
Applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

6̂< 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeographical Data 

11. Form Prepared By 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
T I H evakiMad Bt^nMictnot of IMs property wMMn ttw staM Is: 

nattonal Mala local 

9 MMOftc PraaarvaNaf* OfNoer tif^tt^ttn 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed . Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be cont inued on an attached sheet 













































C O M M O N W E A L T H O F P E N N S Y L V A N I A 
P E N N S Y L V A N I A H I S T O R I C A L A N D M U S E U M C O M M I S S I O N 

W I L L I A M P E N N M E M O R I A L M U S E U M A N D A R C H I V E S B U I L D I N G 

B O X 1 0 2 6 

H A R R I S B U R a , P E N N S Y L V A N I A 1 7 1 2 0 

June 7, 198 2-_ 

Ms. C a r o l S h u l l , A c t i n g Keeper 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
440 G S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Dear Ms. S h u l l : 

Enclosed f o r your review and c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r placement 
on the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places are: v ^ u e r n Freund 
P r i n t Shop, Montgomery County; Springer Farm, Fayette County; 
Horace Jayne Residence, P h i l a d e l p h i a ; W i l l i a m J . Barnard 
Residence, Chester; Boonecroft, Berks County; 1900 Rittenhouse 
Square Apartment, P h i l a d e l p h i a County; and Uptown Theater, 
P h i l a d e l p h i a County; and P h i l l i p Taylor House, J e f f e r s o n 
County. 

A l s o enclosed are two forms, one i s a r e s u b m i t t a l f o r 
the Michael Jack Estate i n Centre County f o r placement on 
the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r and A l d i e , W i l l i a m Mercer Residence 
which has an owner r e j e c t i o n and should be processed as 
a Determination of E l i g i b i l i t y . 

I f you have any questions concerning the f o l l o w i n g 
nominations, please l e t me know. 

S i n c e r e l y yours, 

Susan M. Zacner 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r Coordinator 
Bureau f o r H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n 

Enclosures 

SMZ/tlg 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERH'AGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 
T I M E O F C A L L 

P M 

1. C A L L Q ^ T O : [ n ' " O M ( W M « ; 2. AOORCSS (Tel. No. tl needed) 

3. S U B J E C T , P R O J E C T N O . . E T C . 

ft»dJU^^ ivau^̂ M^ Slusp ; Vic/î L^ 

4. D E T A I L S O F O l S C U S S I O N 

(_p\i\K>. pUoW, • 

dii <u ô oiX dxru. tWHrU4 C(/n\i e^pic/i^ . 

N A M E O P P E R S O N P L A C I N C / R E C E l V I N S C A L L T I T L E 

FHR-8-227 

June 1978 
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