
FHR-8-300 (11-7B) 

Un i ted S t a t e s Depar tmen t of the Interior 
Her i t age C o n s e r v a t i o n and R e c r e a t i o n S e r v i c e 

l^ationaE Register of Historic Places 
inventory—Nomination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries—confiplete applicable sections 

1. Name 
historic T w i n i n g F a r m 

and/or common 

2. Location 

For HCRS use only 

fecelved V ' 

'date entered 

Street & number -Ea-st-Sid'e''^of B u c k R o a d not for publication 

vicinity of city, town Newtown -Township  

State P e n n s y l v a n i a code 42 county Bucks 

congressional district g 

code 017 

3.. Classification 
C a t e g o r y Owne rsh ip S ta tus Presen t U s e 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
^ bullding(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n A c c e s s i b l e entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
X no mil i tary other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name ClwiCe^ (lCrY\rm/li^i€S  

street & numbei ^ftR.t\eUl 

city, town Newtown . vicinity of state Pennsy lvan ia 18940 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. B u c k s County Courthouse 

street & number M a i n and Cour t Street 

city, town- Doy le s town state Pennsy lvan i a 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Pa* Inventory of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s ^as this property been determined elegible? yes no 

date 5 / 2 0 / 8 0 federal . state . county local 

depository for survey records P e n n s y l v a n i a H i s t o r i c a l Si M u s e u m C o m m i s s i o n 

city, town H a r r i s b u r g g^̂ jg P e n n s y l v a n i a 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered x original site 
good ruins x altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The T w i n i n g fa rmhouse i s s i tuated just south of Newtown and over looks Newtown C r e e k 
near i t s confluence wi th the Neshaminy C r e e k . The bviilding i s of stone cons t ruc t ion 
except f o r a s m a l l 2 s t o r y , 1 bay f r a m e shed- roo f addi t ion to the east gable end. The 
wes t m a i n sec t ion i s a 2 1/2 s to ry double p i l e , 6 bay s t ruc ture w i t h double b r i c k ch imney 
on the east w a l l . T h i s sec t ion shows a c l e a r di%T.sion l ine on both the nor th and south 
f acades , ind ica t ing 2 pe r iods of cons t ruc t ion (A &: B , see F l o o r P l a n ) . The e a r l i e r p e r i o d 
(A) inc ludes the 3 bays to the east , and i s cons t ruc ted of rough stone. The window open­
ings are set c lose together and the sash on the 2nd s tory m a y be o r i g i n a l , posses s ing wide 
m i m t i n s . The wes t por t ion (B) of th is sec t ion i s cons t ruc ted of cut stone l a i d i n rough 
courses and bears a date stone wi th "1832" and the i n i t i a l s " D . H . " i n the gable between the 
double chi rmiey. D r . D a v i d Hu tch inson purchased the bmlding f r o m h i s mother at that date, 
and i t i s reasonable that he cons t ruc ted th is 3 bay addi t ion . The window openings are 
w i d e l y spaced, and the munt ins are t h i n , c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of that p e r i o d (A) co r r e spond to the 
l a t e r s ty l e , ind ica t ing that they were probably r ep laced at the t ime of the addi t ion. 

The stone sec t ion to the east i s 2 1/2 s to ry single pi le and about two feet lower than the 
p rev ious sec t ion . The nor th w a l l has a deep set back, whereas the south facades of the t-vc 
sect ions a re exac t ly a l igned . T h i s sec t ion i s 3 bays long and possesses a l a rge stone and 
b r i c k ch imney on the east gable end. It appears that the bmld ing p i c t u r e d i n the E d w a r d 
H i c k s paint ings of the T w i n i n g F a r m cons i s ted of the e a r l y p e r i o d of sec t ion one (A) and 
sec t ion two v i e w e d f r o m the no r th , w h i c h was probably the f r o n t of the bmld ing at that date. 

The bmld ing as i t stands today has been only s l i gh t ly changed f r o m the 1838 p e r i o d . 
A d d i t i o n s s ince then inc lude the f r a m e wing to the east and gable roof d o r m e r s , 3 fac ing 
nor th and 3 sov±h. The m o s t d r a s t i c change to the bas i c s t r u c t u r e i s a l a rge bow window 
that was cut into the south w a l l of the e a r l y p e r i o d of sec t ion 1. T h i s change was made by 
the Cus te r f a m i l y a round 1940, 

The f r o n t of the bu i ld ing now faces south, A center h a l l i s f l anked by 2 rooms wit t i fire­
p laces i n the 1832 wes t p o r t i o n , and 2 r o o m s , one wi th co rne r fireplace i n the old p e r i o d 
of sec t ion 1, The f l o o r l e v e l of sec t ion 2 i s one step below sec t ion 1, and a l a rge f i r e ­
place i s loca ted i n the east w a l l . M o s t of the wood t r i m , doors and pane l l ing appear to be 
of the 1832 p e r i o d o f c o n s t r u c t i o n when the bvii lding was en la rged and updated. 

D e s c r i p t i o n of Ou tbu i ld ings : S t a b l e - A ra ther long (6 bay) 11 /2 s tory stone and f r a m e 
s t ruc ture w i t h shed roof . The r e a r w a l l i s cons t ruc ted of field stone, the side w a l l s are 
f r a m e , and the bu i ld ing i s open i n the f ron t . Condi t ion i s poor . C h i c k e n H o u s e - A f r a m e 
2 1/2 s to ry gable roof bu i ld ing w i t h v e r t i c a l board and batten type s id ing . The s t ruc ture 
i s 24 foot by 12 foot on a stone fovui -lation and i s i n good condi t ion . B a r n C o m p l e x - T h i s 
biailding i s stone and f r a m e and was bu i l t i n three sec t ions . Sec t ion 1 i s en t i r e ly of stone 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , 2 1/2 s to r i e s w i th 3 bays . I t 's a bank style ba rn wi th a fo rebay i n the south 
w a l l . Sec t ion 2 i s a 10 foot w i d e , 2 s t o r y , f r a m e extension added ac ro s s the en t i re south 
w a l l . Sec t ion 3 i s a f r a m e 2 1/2 s to ry , one bay extension to the west gable end o l Sec t ion 1, 
&: a long 4 bay w i n g extending to the south. The f r a m e sect ions have h igh stone fotindaticns 
that extend n e a r l y to the l e v e l of the second s to ry . 



8. Significance 

P e r i o d 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

-2£_ 1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
V a r t 

commerce 
communications 

community planning 
. conservation 
. economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 

. Invention 

landscape architecture religion 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

science 
. sculpture 
social 
humanitarian 
theater 

. transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

T w i n i n g F a r m i s a f i n e , w e l l p r e s e r v e d example of the mul t i - s t age cons t ruc t ion t y p i c a l 
i n the B u c k s and Cnes te r Covmty a reas where the m a j o r bui ld ing m a t e r i a l i s stone. T i e 
use of stone and the lengthward addi t ion of sect ions as the f a m i l y and need f o r space grew 
i s a d i s t inc t ive c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of this a r ea of Pennsy lvan i a , The s t ruc tu re has fine w o o d ­
w o r k de ta i l ing f r o m the 1832 p e r i o d . T h i s f a r m was a lso assoc ia ted wi th the development 
of a famous A m e r i c a n pa in te r , E d w a r d H i c k s . The f a r m i s a lso the subject of three of 
h i s paint ings . 

D a v i d Twin ing and h i s w i f e E l i z a b e t h owned the p rope r ty f r o m 1757, when i t was purchased 
f r o m h i s fa ther , John , un t i l 1791 when D a v i d T w i n i n g d ied . Dur ing h i s l i f e t i m e he acqu i r ed 
341 ac res of land i n the southwest co rne r of Newtown Townsh ip , was the owner of the g r i s t 
m i l l on Newtown C r e e k , and posses sed extensive other p roper ty i n B u c k s and W e s t m o r e ­
land Count ies . Da\T.d T w i n i n g was a prominent m a n i n B u c k s County society and bus iness 
and he se rved two t e r m s i n the G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y . He was one of the o r i g i n a l d i r e c t o r s 
of the Newtown L i b r a r y Company , 3 rd oldes t i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , and f i l l e d the of f ice o f 
L i b r a r i a n f o r 28 y e a r s . H o w e v e r , i t was the r e l a t ionsh ip that the Twin ing f a m i l y had w i t h 
young E d w a r d H i c k s , the famous painter of A m e r i c a n f o l k a r t , that es tab l i shes the 
impor tance of this p rope r ty . When the a r t i s t was a young boy he was taken i n by the T w i n -
i n g s , h i s mother having d ied and h i s fa ther having los t h i s home and means of l i v e l i h o o d 
because of the r evo lu t i on . E d w a r d l i v e d on the f a r m s t e a d fo r about 10 y e a r s , and i t is 
l i k e l y that the Twin ings had a b e n e f i c i a l inf luence on h i m , e spec i a l l y since i t was dxiring 
th i s pe r iod that the communi ty l i b r a r y was being housed there . Three H i c k s paintings 
fea tur ing the Twin ing homes tead were painted, c. 1845-1848. One i s i n the co l l e c t i on of 
the M u s e u m of A r t , Carneg ie Insti tute; one i n the Abby A l d r i c h R o c k e f e l l e r F o l k A r t 
M u s e u m ; and one i n a p r iva te c o l l e c t i o n . 

The dwel l ing i s a fine example of mu l t i - s t a ged cons t ruc t ion t y p i c a l of Bucks County stone 
f a r m h o u s e s , the e a r l i e s t p e r i o d being c. 1750, wi th stages added through the 19th century . 
The bank b a r n i s pa r t i cv i l a r ly noteworthy f o r i t s pointed stone w a l l s and e a r l y cons t ruc t ion 
techniques , examples of w h i c h are becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y r a r e i n B u c k s County. Al though 
the G e o r g i a n style doorway and la rge f ron t window are recent addi t ions , the house re ta ins 
m a n y of the o r i g i n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l features represent ing m a j o r per iods of cons t ruc t ion 
f r o m 1740 to 1838. T h i s f a r m complex was one of the mos t p rosperous and dominant 
Nev^'town estates f r o m the t ime i t was purchased by Dav id Twin ing i n 1757 un t i l the end of th 
first h a l f of the 20th cen tury . It t he re fo re represen ts the f ines t points of t yp ica l Newtown 
a rch i t ec tu re of the C o l o n i a l and F e d e r a l s ty les . 



9. t^aior BEbEiographical References 

See Cont inuat ion Sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
10 Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name L a n g h o r n e , P A 

UMT References 

A [ ] _ j 8 J | 5 | 0 | 5 | 0 , 0 , q | 4 | 4 | 5 , 1| 9,2 , 0 | 

Zone Easting Northing  

C l l i i j | 5 | 0 . 5 | 0 , 2 , 0 | | 4 , 4 | 5 , 1 | 7 , 6 , 0 | 

Quadrangle scale 1 ' 2 4 , 0 0 0 

| 5 | 0 . 5 i 2 | 8 | 0 | | 4 | 4 | 5 , l | o , 6 ,0 

Zone Easting Northing 

P U | 8 | | 5 | 0 , 5 | 3 , 1 , 0 | | 4 , 4 | 5 , 1 | 8 , 3 , 0 | 

_L J L 

F 

H 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

See Cont inuat ion Sheet 

L i s t a l l s t a t e s and c o u n t i e s for p roper t i es over lapp ing s ta te or coun ty bounda r i es 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Newtown Jo in t H i s t o r i c C o m m i s s i o n c /o M r s . A . Newton G i s h , J r . , C h a i r m a n 

organization Newtown Jo in t H i s t o r i c C o m m i s s i o n date M a r c h 14, 1980 

street & number p ^ O _ B o x 103 telephone 2 1 5 - 9 6 8 - 3 4 0 2 

city or town Newtown state Pennsy lvan i a 18940 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

X 

national state local „ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89 -
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage ConfseVation andRficrgalion Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title ?r . : ;S ' ; i r .va t ic : i O f f i c e r date 

For H C R S use only r 
I hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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^HS^STER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

Proparty: 7u)i n i '̂  C) Fg-r>^ 
Stat*. County: M , fiurM 
Federal Agancy: 
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ownar objection 
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Substantive Ravlaw: 

Fad. Rag. DatA- —, 
Data Qua- /MA^ - ^/Wf^^ 
Action: _ ACCEPT ^ 

. S ^ ^ T R E T U R N Z ^ ^ 
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phot 08 Jil l 
maps ^ 
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Ravlawar's/ comments: 
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see continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for: .f^technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

J^3, Classification 
U w 

4. Owner of Property 

5, Location of Legal Description 

){ fi- Representation in ExistingSurveys 

7. Description 

dwel l on* 
original i 

summary paragraph 
complatanass 

::::^larity 
^Itaratlons/intagrlty / 



8. Significance 

r 

ummary paragraph y ^ y^'^'tf^ 
completaness 
clarity 
appl icable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checlced 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Oeographical Data 
i *« i ieni lnM 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
^ H ^ ^ k k ^ A a ^ • I, • M 1 II II • A 4 a ^ t a M • 11M • . t l ^ j a ^ ^ lakA ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . 

i m OTfwawo a ignHwioe oi pvn^vrcy mvwi w M M B n . 
•I C M * loeal 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

/ ^ y U k A / h ^ r y - ^ — nate ^ ^ • Signed Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Itam may ba continued on an attached sheet 



FHR-ft-300 (11-78) 

Uni ted S ta tes Depar tment of the Interior 
Her i tage Conse rva t i on and Rec rea t ion Se rv i ce 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See inst ruct ions in How fo Complete Nat ional Register Forms 
Type all ent r ies—complete appl icable sec t ions 

1. Name 
historic Twining Farm 

For HCRS use only 

received ' ' 

date entered 

382 ^ 

and/or common N/A • 

2. Location 
street & number -Eerst-Side''oT\Buck Road N / A not for publication 

city, town Newtown T-ownship N / i ^ vicinity of congressional district 

state Pennsylvajoia code 42 county Bucks code 017 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip S ta tus Present U s e 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
X bulldlng(s) X private unoccupied ' commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Pub l i c Acqu i s i t i on A c c e s s i b l e entertainment religious 
object In process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
X no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name 0[/)ice Commmnt'flds 

street & numbei ^ f ^ t h i i . 

city, town Newtown vicinity of state Pennsylvania 18940 

S. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bucks Co\inty Courthouse 

street & number Main and Court Street 

city, town Doyle stown state Pennsylvania 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Pa, Inventory of Historic Places has this property been determined elegible? yes no 

date 5 / 2 0 / 8 0 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Pennsylvania Historical &: Museum Commission 

city, town Harrisburg 3,3,g Pennsylvania 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered x original site 

^ good ruins x altered moved date N / A ; 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Twin ing farmhouse i s situated just south of Newtown and over looks Newtown C r e e k 
near i t s confluence wi th the Neshaminy Creek , The bui lding i s of stone cons t ruc t ion 
except fo r a s m a l l 2 s to ry , 1 bay f r a m e shed-roof addit ion to the east gable end. The 
west m a i n sect ion i s a 2 1/2 s tory double p i l e , 6 bay s t ructure wi th double b r i c k chimney 
on the east w a l l . Th i s sect ion shows a c l ea r d i v i s i o n l ine on both the north and south 
facades , indica t ing 2 per iods of cons t ruc t ion (A & B , see F l o o r P lan ) . The e a r l i e r pe r iod 
(A) includes the 3 bays to the east , and i s constructed of rough stone. The window open­
ings are set c lose together and the sash on the 2nd story may be o r i g i n a l , possess ing wide 
m\int ins . The west por t ion (B) of this sect ion i s constructed of cut stone l a i d i n rough 
courses and bears a date stone wi th "1832" and the i n i t i a l s " D . H . " i n the gable between the 
double chimney. D r . Dav id Hutchinson purchased the building f r o m h i s mother at that date, 
and i t i s reasonable that he constructed this 3 bay addi t ion. The window openings are 
w ide ly spaced, and the muntins are t h in , cha r ac t e r i s t i c of that pe r iod (A) co r respond to the 
l a te r s ty le , indica t ing that they were probably replaced at the t ime of the addi t ion. 

The stone sect ion to the east i s 2 1/2 s tory single pi le and about two feet lower than the 
previous sec t ion . The no r l i i w a l l has a deep set back, whereas the south facades of the two 
sections are exact ly a l igned. T h i s sect ion i s 3 bays long and possesses a la rge stone and 
b r i c k chimney on the east gable end. It appears that the bui lding p ic tu red i n the E d w a r d 
H i c k s paintings of l i ie Twin ing F a r m consis ted of the e a r l y pe r iod of sect ion one (A) and 
sect ion two v iewed f r o m the nor th , wh ich was probably the f ron t of the building at that date. 

The bui ld ing as i t stands today has been only s l igh t ly changed f r o m the 1838 pe r iod . 
Addi t ions since then include the f r ame wing to the east and gable roof d o r m e r s , 3 fac ing 
north and 3 sotith. The mos t d ra s t i c change to the bas ic s t r ucture i s a la rge bow window 
that was cut into the south w a l l of the ea r ly pe r iod of sect ion 1. Th i s change was made by 
the Cus te r f a m i l y around 1940. 

The f ron t of the bui ld ing now faces south. A center h a l l i s f lanked by 2 rooms witti fire­
places i n the 1832 west po r t ion , and 2 r o o m s , one wi th corner fireplace i n the old pe r iod 
of sect ion 1. The f l o o r l e v e l of sect ion 2 i s one step below sect ion 1, and a la rge f i r e ­
place i s located i n the east w a l l . M o s t of the wood t r i m , doors cind panel l ing appear to be 
of the 1832 pe r iod of cons t ruc t ion when the bui ld ing was enlarged and updated. 

D e s c r i p t i o n of Outbui ld ings : Stable - A rather long (6 bay) 11/2 s tory stone eind f r a m e 
s t ructure wi th shed roof . The r e a r w a l l i s constructed of field stone, the side wa l l s are 
f r a m e , and the bui lding i s open i n the f ron t . Condi t ion i s poor . C h i c k e n H o u s e - A f r a m e 
2 1/2 s tory gable roof bmlding wi th v e r t i c a l board and batten type s id ing . , The s t ructure 
i s 24 foot by 12 foot on a stone foundation and i s i n good condi t ion. B a r n C o m p l e x - T h i s 
bui ld ing i s stone and f r a m e and was bml t i n three sect ions . Sect ion 1 i s en t i r e ly of stone 
cons t ruc t ion , 2 1/2 s tor ies wi th 3 bays. It 's a bank style barn wi th a forebay i n the south 
w a l l . Sect ion 2 i s a 10 foot w ide , 2 s to ry , f r ame extension added ac ros s the ent i re south 

w a l l . Sect ion 3 i s a f r a m e 2 1/2 s tory , one bay extension to the west gable end o l Sect ion 1, 
& a long 4 bay wing extending to the south. The f r ame sections have high stone foundations 
that extend n e a r l y to the l e v e l of the second s tory . 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 

J E _ 1700-1799 _x_ar t engineering music humanitarian 
- X _ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

1900- communications Industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Specific dates c . 1 7 5 0 , 1 83 8 , 1 8^-5-^^ulider/Architect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

Twin ing F a r m i s a f i n e , w e l l p r e se rve d example of the mul t i - s tage cons t ruc t ion t y p i c a l 
i n the B u c k s and Chester Covmty areas where the m a j o r bui lding m a t e r i a l i s stone. The 
use of stone and the lengthward addit ion of sections as the f a m i l y and need fo r space grew 
i s a d is t inc t ive cha rac t e r i s t i c of this a rea of Pennsy lvan ia . The s t ruc ture has fine w o o d ­
w o r k deta i l ing f r o m the 1832 p e r i o d . Th i s f a r m was a lso associa ted wi th the development 
of a famous A m e r i c a n pa in ter , E d w a r d H i c k s . The f a r m i s a l so the subject of three of 
h i s paint ings. 

Dav id Twin ing and h is wi fe E l i z a b e t h owned the proper ty f r o m 1757, when i t was purchased 
f r o m h is fa ther , John, un t i l 1791 when Dav id Twin ing d ied . Dur ing h i s l i f e t ime he acqmred 
341 ac res of land i n the southwest co rne r of Newtown Township , was the owner of the g r i s t 
m i l l on Newtown C r e e k , and possessed extensive other proper ty i n Bucks and W e s t m o r e ­
land Count ies . D a v i d Twin ing was a prominent man i n Bucks Coxmty society and business 
and he served two t e r m s i n the G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y . He was one of the o r i g i n a l d i r ec to r s 
of the Newtown L i b r a r y Company, 3 rd oldest i n Pennsy lvan ia , and f i l l e d the of f ice of 
L i b r a r i a n fo r 28 y e a r s . H o w e v e r , i t was the re la t ionship that the Twin ing f a m i l y had wi th 
yoTing E d w a r d H i c k s , the famous painter of A m e r i c a n fo lk a r t , that es tabl ishes the 
impor tance of this p roper ty . When the a r t i s t was a young boy he was taken i n by the T w i n ­
i ngs , h i s mother having died and h i s fa ther having los t h i s home and means of l i ve l i hood 
because of the revo lu t ion . E d w a r d l i v e d on the f a rms tead fo r about 10 y e a r s , and i t i s 
l i k e l y that the Twinings had a b e n e f i c i a l inf luence on h i m , e spec ia l ly sinCe i t was dur ing 
th is pe r iod that the communi ty l i b r a r y was being housed there . Three H i c k s paintings 
featur ing the Twining homestead were painted, c. 1845-1848. One i s i n the co l l ec t ion of 
the M u s e u m of A r t , Carnegie Institute; one i n the Abby A l d r i c h R o c k e f e l l e r F o l k A r t 
Muse t im; and one i n a pr ivate co l l ec t i on . 

The dwel l ing i s a fine example of mul t i - s t aged cons t ruc t ion t y p i c a l of Bucks Coimty stone 
f a rmhouses , the ea r l i e s t pe r iod being c. 1750, wi th stages added through the 19th century. 
The bank ba rn i s pa r t i c t i l a r ly noteworthy f o r i t s pointed stone wa l l s and ea r ly cons t ruc t ion 
techniques , examples of wh ich are becoming i nc r ea s ing ly r a re i n Bucks County. Al though 
the Georg i an style doorway and large f ront window are recent addi t ions , the house retains 
many of the o r i g i n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l features represent ing m a j o r per iods of cons t ruc t ion 
f r o m 1740 to 1838.' T h i s f a r m complex was one of the most prosperous and dominant 
Newtown estates f r o m the t ime i t was purchased by David Twin ing i n 1757 vintil the end of the 
first h a l f of the 20th century . It U ie re fo re represents l i ie finest points of t y p i c a l Newtown 
a rch i tec tu re of the C o l o n i a l and F e d e r a l s ty les . 



9. Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet 

10. G e o g r a p h i c a l Data m ^ ^ - -p.: M B B \ m m !fl?-FFD 
Acreage of nominated property 10 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

See Continuation Sheet 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state n/a code n/a county n/a code n/a 

state n/a code n/a county n/a code n/a 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Newtown Joint Historic Commission c/o M r s . A . Newton Gish, Jr . , Chairman 

organization Newtown Joint Historic Commission date March l4, 1980 

street & number p . Q . B o x 10 3 telephone 2 1 5 - 9 6 8 - 3 4 0 2 

city or town Newtown state Pennsylvania 18940 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

X 
national state local _ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Coi/se^at lon arid,Rgcrgalion Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

L a r r y E . T . x s i , S t a t s H i s t o r i c \, 
title P r s s e r v a t i c n O f f i c e r date 2^1 

For HCRS use oniy 
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

/ l . ( lU tU^ date\J(j4 
/Keefkr oi the National Register 

Attest: date 

I V ' 

m y e f of Registration 

G P O 938 835 
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Deeds and W i l l s on r e c o r d at the Bucks Covmty Courthouse , Doyles town, P a . 

A D r e a m of Peace , E d w a r d H i c k s of Newtown by Edna P u l l i n g e r , Pub l i shed by 
Dor rance and Company, Ph i l ade lph i a , 1973 

E d w a r d H i c k s - A Gentle S p i r i t . Pub l i shed by Andrew C r i s p o G a l l e r y , Inc. , 
41 E a s t 57th Street , New Y o r k C i t y , 1975 

E d w a r d H i c k s P r i m i t i v e Quaker by E leanore P r i n c e Ma the r , P r i n t e d by Sowers 
P r i n t i n g Company, Lebanon, P a . , 1970 

E d w a r d H i c k s 1780-1849, E x h i b i t i o n catalogue wi th Introduction and Chronology 
by A l i c e F o r d , publ ished by Abby A l d r i c h R o c k e f e l l e r F a l k Ar t C o l l e c t i o n , 
W i l l i a m s b u r g , V a . , I960 



Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission TWINING FARM #29-9-5 
Section 7: Architectural Description Continuation Sheet #3 

LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 

1. Southeast view of Twining Farmhouse, 

2. - South facade of Twining Farmhouse showing placement of window 

and door openings. 

3. East gable end of stone barn and frame outbuilding. 

4. Stone smokehouse with hip roof, old wooden door with strap 
hinges. 

5t **The Residence of David Twining 1787". c.1845-1848. 
Artist: Edward Hicks. Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art 
Collection, Williamsburg, Virginia. 
Pullinger, Edna S. A Dream of Peace; Edward Hicks of 
Newtown. Page 84. 

6. "The Residence of David Twining in 1785". c. 1845-1848. 
- - ' Artist: Edward Hicks. Collection Museum of Art, Carnegie 

Institute: Howard N. Eavenson Americana Collection. 
Andrew Crispo Gallery. Edwa rd Hicks; A_ Gentle Spirit 
(May 16 thru June 28, 1975). #21. 



Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission TWINING FARM #2 9-9-5 
Section 10: Geographical Data Continuation Sheet #1 

fining Farm 
Bucks County 
Verbal Boundary Description 

^^y28 1382 

ALL THAT CERTAIN tract or parcel of land, situate in the Township of Newtown, 
County of Bucks and Conmonwealth of Pennsylvania, bounded and described according 
to a Survey and Plan dated February 21, 1980, by All County, Inc., Surveying Eng­
ineers of Washington Ci:ossing, Pennsylvania, as foUcws: 

BEGINNING at an iron pin, a corner, said point being located the thirteen fol­

lowing courses and distances from the intersection of the centerline of Buck Road 

(U5 feet wide) lil 326 with the centerline of Barclay Street (33 feet wide) T 357. 

(1) Following along the centerline of said Buck Road South 25 degrees 09 min­

utes 32 seconds West, 215.00 feet to a comer. 

(2) South 3U degrees 30 minutes 28 seconds East, 261.96 feet to an iron pin, 

a comer, 

(3) South 78 degrees 57 minutes 03 seconds East, 210.22 feet to an iron pin, 

on the North side of Braeburn Lane (50 feet wide). 

(U) Following along the North side of Braeburn Lane, North 59 degrees 09 min­

utes 32 seconds East, 31U.71 feet to an iron pin, a point of curvature, a comer of 

Lot No. 10, "Brookside". 

(5) Following along Lot No. 10 and partially along Lot No. 11 and continuing a-

long the North side of Braeburn Lane cn the arc of a circle curving to the right having 

a radius of 305.00 feet, the arc distance of 131.75 feet to a point of tangency, a 

comer of Lot No. 11, "Brookside". 

(6) Following along the same, and crossing Whitman Drive (60 feet wide) North 

83 degrees 5U minutes 32 seconds East, 190.17 feet to an iron pin, a point of curvattu-e, 

a corner of Lot No. 18, "Brookside". 
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C % ^ ^ 9 C a M M Q N W E A L T H O F P E N N S Y L V A N I A 
^Ar-^jJi-^^ P E N N S Y L V A N I A H I S T O R I C A L A N D M U S E U M C O M M I S S I O N 

W I L L I A M P E N N M E M O R I A L M U S E U M A N D A R C H I V E S B U I L D I N G 

B O X i a z 6 

H A R R I S B U R B . P E N N S Y L V A N I A 1 7 1 2 0 

March 24, 1982 

Ms. Carol S h u l l , Acting Keeper 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Dear Ms. S h u l l : 

Enclosed are four National Register forms to be 
considered f o r placement on the National Register: 
The Touraine, P h i l a d e l p h i a County, Mayfair House, 
Ph i l a d e l p h i a County, Spring V a l l e y V i l l a g e H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t , Bucks County and Twining Farm, Bucks County. 
Also enclosed i s the Samuel Stewart Lyons Farmstead, 
Centre County for which we are requesting a Determi­
nation of E l i g i b i l i t y . 

I f you have any questions concerning these 
properties, please l e t us know. 

Sincer e l y yours. 

/Susan M. 24cher 
National Register Coordinator 
Bureau for H i s t o r i c Preservation 

Enclosure 

SMZ/tg 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F P E N N S Y L V A N I A 
P E N N S Y L V A N I A H i S T O R i C A L A N D M U S E U M C O M M I S S I O N 

W I L L I A M P E N N M E M O R I A L M U S E U M A N D A R C H I V E S B U I L D I N G 

B O X 1 0 2 6 

H A R R I S a U R O , P E N N S Y L V A N I A 1 7 1 2 0 

October 28, 1982 

Mr. J e r r y Rogers, Keeper 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s 
U.S. Department of I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e 
440 G S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Re: Twining Farm 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

We have r e c e i v e d n o t i f i c a t i o n t h a t the ownership of 

Twining Farm, l i s t e d on the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r on J u l y 1, 1982 

has changed. 
New owners: Choice Communities 

B a r c l a y S t r e e t 

Newtown, Pennsylvania 18940 

Please amend your records to r e f l e c t t h i s change. Thank 

you. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

/onĉ ra-i-i M az-iVî iv-Susan M. Zacher 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r Coordinator 
D i v i s i o n of P r e s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e s 
Bureau f o r H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n 
(717) 783-8947 

cc: K. A. Auerbach, 
Bucks Co. Conservancy 

SMZ:jk 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F P E N N S Y L V A N I A 
P E N N S Y L V A N I A H I S T O R I C A L A N D M U S E U M C O M M I S S I O N 

W I L L I A M P E N N M E M O R I A L M U S E U M A N D A R C H I V E S B U I L D I N G 

B O X 1 0 2 6 

H A R R I S B U R B , P E N N S Y L V A N I A 1 7 1 2 0 

May 17, 1982 

3^ " 
Carol S h u l l , Acting Keeper , KV 0 ft \98^ 
National Register of Historic Places " / 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
440 G Street, N.W. REG\STES 
Washington, D. C. 20243 .̂̂ -̂ K 

V • ; • > ^ 

Dear Ms. Sh u l l : - • " 

Enclosed please f i n d a resubmission of the Twining 

Farm for placement on the National Register of H i s t o r i c 

Places. A l l documentation i s enclosed and i f you should 

have any questions concerning the form, please c a l l me 

at 717-783-9926. 

Sincerely yours. 

Susan M. Zacher 
National Register Coordinator 
Bureau for H i s t o r i c Preservation 

Enclosure 

SMZ/tlg 


