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1. Name 

For HCRS use only 

r e c e l v e d S E P ^ () 

date entered 

mmmmm 

1 
mr 

historic BRESLYN APARTMENTS 

and/orcommon 4624-42 WALNUT STREET 

2. Location 4-^^-^ 
Street & number 4 6 2 4 . - : : i fXJSALJ [J I , I , . 51REET 2 0 1 - 2 1 3 S . 4 7 t h S t ; C « ^ J { / A not for publication 

city, town Phi lade lphia N/A vicinity of congressional district 2 n d 

state Pennsylvania code 4 2 county Philadelphia-' code 101: ; 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip S ta tus Present U s e 

district public occupied agriculture museum 
X- building(s) X private y unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Pub l i c Acqu i s i t i on A c c e s s i b l e entertainment religious 
object N/A in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation being considered 
no military Mothe r : - l ^ ^ g l c e 

4. Owner of Property 

name Walntit Associates^ c/o Nolan Atkinson. Esqulrei 

street & number Suite 1500. 1346 Chestnut Street . i j l . 

City, town Phi lade lphia N/A vicinity of state Pennsylvania 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Departinent of Records 

street & number 153 C i t y H a l l 

city, town P h i l a d e l p h i a state Pennsylvania 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title None has this property been determined elegible? yes no 

date N/A N/*-federal ^!f^ state _ M county local 

depository for survey records ' N/A 

city, town H/A state 



7. Pescription 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 
good ruins altered moved date 

X fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The B r e s l y n Apartments i s a t h r e e - s t o r y c o u r s e d r u s t i c a t e d r o u g h - f a c e d 
g r a n i t e and b r i c k apartment complex w i t h t e r r a - c o t t a and g a l v a n i z e d -
i r o n t r i m and f l a t r o o f s . Each of i t s f i v e b u i l d i n g s , a r r a n g e d i n a 
row a l o n g the s o u t h s i d e of Walnut S t r e e t between F a r r a g u t and F o r t y -
s e v e n t h S t r e e t s measures a p p r o x i m a t e l y 38 f e e t f r o n t by 98 f e e t depth. 
The f i v e b u i l d i n g s e v i d e n t l y were b u i l t to p r e s e n t a r o u g h l y symmetri­
c a l s t r e e t s c a p e of two f l a t p o r t i c o e d b u i l d i n g s w i t h o rnamental t e r r a ­
c o t t a C o r n i t h i a n p i e r s f l a n k e d by s i m i l a r p o r t i c o e d b u i l d i n g s w i t h 
s m a l l c e n t r a l pediments and f l u t e d t e r r a - c o t t a Roman I o n i c columns, to 
g i v e the s t r e e t s c a p e an a-b-a-b-a rhythm. The westernmost b u i l d i n g , 
however, i s an e c c e n t r i c e x c e p t i o n . I t has a rounded g a l v a n i z e d - i r o n 
t u r r e t - l i k e c o r n e r and a f l a t t h r e e - b a y w a l l w i t h b a t t l e m e n t s i n j u x ­
t a p o s i t i o n w i t h a one-bay t h r e e - s t o r y Roman I o n i c p o r c h — b a l c o n y . Because 
W a l n u t S t r e e t I s on g r a d e , r i s i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y s e v e n f e e t f r o m e a s t t o 
west, the t h r e e easternmost b u i l d i n g s have r a i s e d basements. 

Large open p o r c h - b a l c o n i e s d i s t i n g u i s h the two pedimented b u i l d i n g s , 4624-26 
and 4632-34 Walnut S t r e e t . The r o u g h - f a c e d stone p o r c h , w i t h i t s c e n t e r 
s t e p s and s e g m e n t a l - a r c h openings i n i t s low f r o n t w a l l s , forms e x a g g e r a t e d 
p l i n t h s f o r the Roman I o n i c t e t r a s t y l e p o r t i c o a t the second and t h i r d 
f l o o r s . A s m a l l g a l v a n i z e d - i r o n pediment w i t h a wreathed o c u l u s i n i t s 
tympanum i n t e r r u p t s the g a l v a n i z e d - i r o n I o n i c c o r n i c e over the c e n t e r bay. 
Semi-Hexagonal one-over-one s l i d i n g - s a s h bay windows are on each f l o o r of 
the f r o n t f a c a d e s . Arranged i n a r o u g h l y s y m m e t r i c a l f a s h i o n on the s i d e 
f a c a d e s a re second and t h i r d - s t o r y semi-hexagonal g a l v a n i z e d - i r o n o r i e l s 
w i t h r e c t a n g u l a r one-over-one s l i d i n g - s a s h windows and r e c t a n g u l a r one-over-
one s l i d i n g - s a s h windows s e t w i t h i n segmental a r c h o p e n i n g s . The f e n e s t r a ­
t i o n on the east facade of 4624-26 Walnut S t r e e t e x t e n d i n g southward i s 
arranged as f o l l o w s : two s e g m e n t a l - a r c h windows, second- and t h i r d s t o r y 
o r i e l s and a f i r s t - s t o r y t r i p l e window, double window w i t h f i r s t - and 
second s t o r y s e g m e n t a l - a r c h r e c e s s e s and t h i r d - s t o r y t r a b e a t e d r e c e s s , 
s i n g l e s e g m e n t a l - a r c h windows, o r i e l s and f i r s t - s t o r y t r i p l e window, 
double windows, s e g m e n t a l - a r c h windows f l a n k i n g narrow s e g m e n t a l - a r c h (water 
c l o s e t ) windows. The t y p i c a l b r i c k s i d e w a l l s are s i m i l a r i n f e n e s t r a t i o n 
d e s i g n and e x e c u t i o n to the s t o n e w a l l s , w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of the t r i p l e 
window masonry opening. The n i n e - f o o t opening i n the b r i c k w a l l s i s span­
ned w i t h a p a i r of s t e e l c h a n n e l s b o l t e d t o g e t h e r w i t h r o s e t t e s c o n c e a l i n g 
the c o n n e c t i o n ; a t h r e e u n i t bow window i s formed w i t h i n the t h r e e wythe 
wide b r i c k w a l l . 

The two b u i l d i n g s w i t h o u t pediments, 4628-30 and 4636-38 Walnut S t r e e t , are 
s i m i l a r to the o t h e r two b u i l d i n g s , but d i f f e r i n s i g n i f i c a n t d e t a i l s . 
Open f r o n t porches w i t h c e n t e r s t e p s are formed by r o u g h - f a c e d s t o n e , but 
the p o r c h p o s t s do not form p l i n t h s ; i n s t e a d the p o r c h i s demarcated by a 
g a l v a n i z e d - i r o n c o r n i c e m o lding t h a t extends a c r o s s the f r o n t . The second-
and t h i r d - s t o r y b a l c o n i e s w i t h t h e i r s i m p l e i r o n r a i l i n g s are formed by 
f o u r t e r r a - c o t t a p i e r s w i t h C o r i n t h i a n caps and ornamented p a n e l s , and are 
capped by a p l a i n t h i n g a l v a n i z e d - i r o n f r i e z e and c o n s o l e d c o r n i c e (which 
does not extend a l o n g the s i d e s of the b u i l d i n g s ) . The f e n e s t r a t i o n , w i t h 
the f r o n t semi-hexagonal one-over-one s l i d i n g - s a s h bay windows, i s v e r y 
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s i m i l a r to t h a t of the two pedimented b u i l d i n g s . 

The b u i l d i n g at the s o u t h e a s t c o r n e r of F o r t y - s e v e n t h and Walnut S t r e e t s 
i s the anomoly i n the group. I t s easternmost f r o n t bay has a por c h and 
I o n i c b a l c o n i e s l i k e those on the two pedimented b u i l d i n g s , but i t s f o u r 
w e s t e r n bays are f i n i s h e d i n an e c l e c t r i c f a s h i o n . The round-arch e n t r a n c e 
w i t h engaged t e r r a - c o t t a columns f o r m i n g s i d e l i g h t s and the round-arch 
one-over-one s l i d i n g - s a s h t h i r d - s t o r y windows are drawn from the c l a s s i c a l 
t r a d i t i o n . I t s c a s t e l l a t i o n and s e m i - c i r c u l a r c o r n e r t u r r e t ( f i n i s h e d i n 
g a l v a n i z e d i r o n w i t h o u t i t s i n i t i a l , p r o b a b l y c o n i c a l , r o o f ) , however, are 
drawn from m e d i e v a l f o r t r e s s a r c h i t e c t u r e . The we s t e r n facade a l o n g F o r t y -
s e v e nth S t r e e t i s o r g a n i z e d i n f o u r h o r i z o n t a l bands -- g r o u n d - s t o r y shop 
f r o n t s , s e c o n d - s t o r y s e g m e n t a l - a r c h one-over-one s l i d i n g - s a s h windows, 
t h i r d - s t o r y r ound-arch one-over-one s l i d i n g - s a s h windows, and c a s t e l l a t i o n --
and f o u r v e r t i c a l s e c t i o n s -- a c e n t r a l r e c t a n g u l a r t r i p l e - w i n d o w o r i e l at 
the second and t h i r d s t o r i e s f l a n k e d by f o u r bays and a fo u r - b a y r e a r s e c t i o n 
w i t h a pedimented p a r a p e t . The p l a i n b r i c k r e a r s of the b u i l d i n g s have b r i c k 
f i r e towers w i t h s m a l l b a l c o n i e s at each f l o o r . 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

-^1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

landscape architecture religion 
conservation 

. economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
Invention 

law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specific dates b u i l t 1913 Builder/Architect F r e d e r i c k C. M i c h a e l s e n 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

As a well-preserved example of a housing type that grew i n p o p u l a r i t y 
a f t e r about 1890 the Breslyn Apartments possess both a r c h i t e c t u r a l and 
h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . In i t s use of r e l a t i v e l y cheap manufactured 
elements, to express the f l o r i d Beaux-Arts s t y l e , i t i s a s i g n i f i c a n t 
example of spe c u l a t i v e housing f o r a middle-class c l i e n t e l e . I t s use 
of rough-faced stone at the s t r e e t frontages sets i t apart from the smooth 
b r i c k that has been the t r a d i t i o n a l b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l f o r P h i l a d e l p h i a 
d w e l l i n g ; i n f a c t , i t s u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c c o l o r and texture s t i l l catch the 
a t t e n t i o n of passers-by. In t h i s respect Breslyn Apartments was a good 
example of a r c h i t e c t u r a l a d v e r t i s i n g , which, i n conjunction with i t s r i c h 
s t y l e , l e n t the b u i l d i n g an a t t r a c t i v e aura, helping to make i t a d e s i r a b l e , 
but a f f o r d a b l e address. Yet i t s s c a l e r e l a t e s w e l l to that of i t s row-
house neighbors, preventing i t from becoming an awkward, aberrant f o l l y . 
I t i s a s i g n i f i c a n t example of marrying c a r e f u l investment, middle-class 
t a s t e , and s e n s i t i v i t y to -- and s u c c e s s f u l r e s o l u t i o n of — s o c i a l pre­
tensions and the e x i s t i n g b u i l t environment. A large number of such b u i l d ­
ings can be found along the main thoroughfares of West P h i l a d e l p h i a , but 
few are as s t r i k i n g as Bresyln Apartments. 

H i s t o r i c a l l y Breslyn Apartments r e f l e c t the f l u r r y of housing c o n s t r u c t i o n 
that broke out i n West P h i l a d e l p h i a w i t h the completion of the Market Street 
Elevated r a i l l i n e i n 1907. B u i l t i n 1913, these b u i l d i n g s stood as a 
response to the growing middle-class demand f o r new, more spacious housing 
removed from the crowded c o n d i t i o n of business d i s t r i c t and immigrant neigh­
borhoods. This a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y p r e t e n t i o u s development best represents an 
unusual and s h o r t - l i v e d b u i l d i n g form i n P h i l a d e l p h i a : the thr e e - s t o r y 
walk-up apartment. 

The a r c h i t e c t - b u i l d e r of Brisslyn Apartments adds another dimension of l o c a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . F r e d e r i c k C. Michaelsen was an e x c e l l e n t example of l o c a l 
r e a l - e s t a t e developers who, because they grew out of the c i t y ' s b u i l d e r s ' 
f a m i l i e s and operated with modest amounts of c a p i t a l , c o ntributed to the 
conservation of l o c a l domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e . The son of a l o c a l b r i c k l a y e r 
turned b u i l d e r , Michaelsen worked ten years with h i s fath e r and as a 
superintendent of co n s t r u c t i o n before beginning h i s own " c o n t r a c t i n g b u i l d e r " 
company i n 1904. This helps to ex p l a i n why h i s b u i l d i n g s r e f l e c t the 
t r a d i t i o n of s o l i d c o n s t r u c t i o n and conservative s t y l e . 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

1. B u i l d i n g Permit of C i t y of P h i l a d e l p h i a . February 13, 1913. 
2. Warner, Sam Bass, J r . The P r i v a t e C i t y - P h i l a d e l p h i a i n Three Periods 

of i t s Growth. P h i l a d e l p h i a : U n i v e r s i t y of Pennsylvania Press, 1968. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name _ ^ 

UMT References 

,09 
P h i l a d e l p h i a Quadrangle scale 24 ,000 
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Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and jus t i f i ca t ion 

See attached sheets 

L is t a l l s t a t es and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state n/A code N/A county ^ code N/A 

state N/A code ^'/A county t^lA code ii/A 

11 • Form Prepared By 
name/title R i c h a r d W e b s t e r , f o r 

organization Gray S m i t h ' s O f f i c e date J u l y 8, 1982 

street & number 1505 S y l v a n i a House telephone C215) 5 46-4985 

cityortown P h i l a d e l p h i a . state P e n n s y l v a n i a 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is 

X national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by thameniage ConsfrpatiorTand Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title L a r r y E . T i s e , S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Officer^,3^g 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

•i- li 1 date 
mm 

Keepeo ot the Nationaf Register 

Attest: date / / 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 938 835 
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Hit. 

rUv^,,J^ ' ^ in th0 ymr of our 

4' 

•̂vvnty ona 1971 

/ 
\ 

( 

tncilTldualli am MAROA!̂  M. Q'BItlEN «nd THOHAS ^TSKINE. ExectrtW uiritf th« Will 

of Richard J . O'fiilan. daoaatit 

(hereinafter eailed the Grantor s ), of tha one part, and 

SAHtn-L HILI5H AMD aPITH HIILEH. hia wife, 

(hereinafter culled tiie Grantee a ), of the other part; 

H^tttlESldCtijt That the «aid Grantor a for and in contidenition of tlte tum of 

TB» THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED FORTY ONE DOLLARS 
money uf the Uaited Stutea of Atnericu, untu them well und truly paid by the i>aid 
Grantee a ut and before the Msaiing und delivery of these pret̂ rnts, the receipt whereof ia 
hereby acknowicdgtd, have grafted, bargained, sold, niioncd, enfeoffed, releaaed and 
conlirrned, and hy tiieae pre»ent« do grant, bargain, sell, alien, enfenl*̂  dease and 
eoufinn unto the said GrauteeB) their "eirs and .\!>sigi.«, 

as tenants by entireties. 

6?o 

ALL THAT Ĉ 'HTAn; lot or place of f round with the buildings and Improvemartts thereon 

erected, Ŝ IĴ TE in the i*tjctieth Ward ofthe City ot Fhiladelpiiia, Connonfcrealth of 

Pennsylvania, described according to a survey and plan thereof made by G<iorge T. 

£i»gog» ••^•i Surveyor and Regulator of tha Eloventh Survey District on July 31» 

19U0, as follows, to witj BEQ];̂ riINO at a point fon»d by tha Intara^otlon of tha 

Southerly side of "ivalnut istreat (eighty feet wide) with the Easterly aida of 

Kort/*^»venth Uroat (sixty faat wide). C0IfTA.TWIM6 in front or breadth oo tl.a 

cMXd k'alKut i>tre«t Forty-five faat and threo-eightha of an inch and •t̂ andlnp of 

that vilth '\r\ Itmtth or d îth eouthwardly fwtweon parallol Unas »t right ancjlaa 

toiHc^aid WalrtUt Siroet* "tiikA waaterly lino thereof ulon^ thu Saatarly siv»« of 

94i4 Fo{-iy>fiev«riih Sirett Ont H<inidre4 TWelva faat.^olne l4^oU2 Vjlalnut Sti>»«t« 

emd r«co«Je<l in yfa\ >A>̂ iiî î  îiOnk>i m hr. M 0 ,A,U, 2i.H', paro i^l conveyed 

untoTT̂ ajdoficVL Moser, [n fee* 
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H A R R I S B U R O , P E N N S Y L V A N I A 1 7 1 2 0 

September 22, 1982 . 

Mr. Jerry Rogers 
Keeper of the National Register 
U.S. Department of I n t e r i o r 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
440 G Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

Enclosed please f i n d 10 nominations for your review and possible 

placement on the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

If you have any questions about these nominations please f e e l 

free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

^usan Zacher 
National Register Coordinator 
Bureau for H i s t o r i c Preservation 
(717) 783-8947 

Note: One nomination w i l l be sent under separate cover that i s included 
with t h i s paclcage. 
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