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[3 DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL A P P E A R A N C E 

The Bishop Mackay-Sjnith House stands three and a half stories t a l l , and equally 
wide, on the east side of 22nd Street midway between Locust and Spruce Streets. I t 
i s a great cubic mass of dark reddi.sh brown brick and closely coordinated brown­
stone, simple and severe, elegant by virtue of i t s restrained decoration and tight 
crisp details. Uncharacteristic among the architect's better known more flamboyant 
buildings, this house demonstrates Theophilus P. Chandler's disciplined interpreta­
tion of the presumably more austere requirements of then Rt. Rev. Alexander Hackay-
Smith, Bishop-Coadjutor of the Diocese of the Protestaait Episcopal Church of Penn­
sylvania. 

The f l a t square facade i s penetrated by a deep entry porch, framed by a series of 
concentric arches into which rise a tapering f l i g h t of steps. The void of the en­
try i s emphasized by the siaooth round projecting bay directly above, which in turn, 
i s surmounted by a large double window, floor to ceiling on the third level. Tliis 
vertical sequence culminates above the cornice in a gable fronticopiece of unexpect­
ed exuberance, an eclectic invention which recalls in i t s concentric round arches 
the entriyimy below. 

The strength of the entry with i t s reinforcements above i s such that the facade 
at f i r s t sight appears to be symaetriqal although there i s only one bay of windows 
to the l e f t while there are two on the right. This eccentricity i s clearly a res­
ponse "to the precence of the large original walled gaxden on the south side of the 
si t e . I-.Tiile the north elevation, directly on the building line at Latimer Street, 
is f l a t with only one small oriele on the second floor front, the south elevation 
has a series of diverse projections on each floor overlooking the garden, from the 
larger rooms to the l e f t of the central hallways. On this facade the grade drops 
below the street level to provide grade egress from the cellar. To the rear there 
i s a one and a half story wing extending to within five feet of the property line. 

The whole house sits on a brownstone base about six feet high, in which appear 
plain cut cellar windows, protected by handsome wrought iron g r i l l e s . The transi­
tion to a close coursed brick i s accomplished by a molded stone water table. The 
t a l l windows of the f i r s t floor are adorned with arches neo-grec pediments and sim­
ple stone architraves set with slender colonettes on either side bearing delicate 
foliated capitals. The clustered pilasters flanking the entry have more elaborate 
f l o r a l capitals, i n a free Interpretation of a corinthian/gothie motif. A s c r o l l 
console over the central arch acts both as a keystone and as bracket to the project­
ing bay above. 

The upper two stories are set apart from the lower by a three-part banding con­
sisting of a smaller molded string covirse on top, a frieze of brick Interrupted by 
stone tablets which align with the windows and a f u l l crown molding at the bottom. 
This band runs the f u l l width of the facade r o l l i n g out i n a curve as i t wraps the 
central bay and continuing around on the south elevation. The windows are progress­
ively plainer toward the top, with no expressed jambs on either second or third 
floor. The second floor windows have light classical pediments with small f l o r a l 
acroteria at the corners and the third floor windows have only a simple brownstone 
l i n t e l . 

Corbelled brick modillions form a cornice which i s capped by a crown molding in 
copper. The slate roof i s steeply pitched and i s lashed and capped in copper. Iron 
f i n i a l s run the width of the roof as snow "birds" with a fine decorative effect. 
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VJhile the exterior i s i n apparently excellent condition physically, the original 
appearance has been altered by Injudicious painting of the brownstone portions, What 
was once a serene and refined facade now has a curious coax'seness about i t because of 
contrasting elements which were meant to blend. The delicacy of ornamentation where 
the hand of Chandler i s most clearly perceived i s now submerged by the strong con­
trast of light painted stone to dark brick. The original restrained monochrome would 
have revealed nuances v/hich are now lost, though easily retrievable. 

The fine iron grillwork on the cellar windows i s intact, i t s languid curves rela­
ting beautifully to the f r u i t y deeply undercut stone ornament. The original portion 
of the garden wall on 22nd Street s t i l l bears i t s ironwork along the top, though i t 
would appear that the later extension of the wall never had any. Only the front 
steps have been significantly altered, by covering them with quarry t i l e . This and 
the painting appear to be the only exterior problems. 

The vigorously disciplined facade gives way within to a free and gracious arrange­
ment of r i c h l y appointed rooms designed for the semi-public l i f e of the Bishop. The 
major- rooms of the house are arranged on either side of an East-West bearing wall 
vrhnidh divides the approximately 52 foot width of the house into bays that are about 
25 f t . wide. One enters on the north side of this bearing v/all through a deeply re­
cessed porch ffnto a coffered vestibule beyond v/hich one sees into a large (25'x37') 
English Renaissance "hall chamber" v/ith hooded stone fireplace, flanked by stained 
glass and oak window seats on the north wall, a beamed ceiling of about 12 foot height 
and oak v/ainscoting tliroughout. Opening off this h a l l chamber are a drawing room 
(25'x35') with fireplace and a curved bay window facing the south and a connecting, 
extensively panelled dining room (25'x25') v/ith Jacobean tracery ceiling in f u l l 
r e l i e f , and curved front glass and cherry china cupboard in each of four corners. 
A narrow six sided conservatory with mosaic floor opens off the dining room overlook­
ing the garden to the south. On the west side of the ha l l chamber, next to the vesti­
bule, there i s a reception room (I5'x20') with a fireplace. The m.ain stairway (with 
oak treads and r a i l ) which ascends through three floors of the house, comes dovm at 
the northeast corner of the h a l l chamber near the double door opening to the I j story 
high library (25'x37') at the rear or east side of the house. The south east comer 
of the house contains serving pantry, and a recently added f i r e stair tower. On the 
upper floors, there i s a six foot wide East-West corridor running the length of the 
house. A tank in the a t t i c provides f i r e sprinkler protection for the third floor. 
The scale of the interiors i s unmatched by any surviving house in Center City 
Philadelphia. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
-he context in which the Bishop Kackay-Smith House stands i s most important. The 

five blocks of 22nd Street, between Market and Delancey, constitute a mostremarkable 
ensemble of fine buildings from the period I88O-I9IO by leading architects of the time. 
Chandler himself designed the Hutchinson House at 133 S. 22nd,: and the Church of the 
ITew Jerusalem at 22nd and Chestnut as well as several around the corner on Walnut. 
From the College of Physicians with i t s Georgian facade and elegant gardens at 19 S. 
22nd Street by Cope and Stewardson, I908 (former draftsmen i n the Chandler office), 
moving south one encounters at least three houses by Wilson Eyre, the Chandler church, 
r.any examples from the Furness office including v/hole blocks of St. James and Delancey 
Streets to the cast and west of 22nd, and assorted examples from the vrork of Addison 
Hutton, G.W. and W.D. Hewitt, and Hora9e Trumbauer. The period v/as characterised by 
unprecedented design freedom and exuberant invention tempered by consideration of pro­
priety* for a new class of clients eager to establish themselves. Both trends in this 
eclectic phase are represented within these several blocks, the "classicising" on the 
one hand and the "romanticizing" on the other. Architecturally the era i s epitomized 
on 22nd Street and the Bishop Mackay-Smith House i s one of the principal examples. 

The Mackay-Smith House i s a distinguished building by a distinguished and influential 
architect for a very distinguished and influential client. T.P. Chandler, a p r o l i f i c 
and highly inventive architect, was best known for his residential and ecclesiastical 
commissions. He was a founder of the Philadelphia AIA Chapter and the f i r s t director 
of the School of Architecture, University of Pennsylvania. His client, the Rt. Rev. 
Mackay-Smith, came to Philadelphia in I902 as Bishop Coadjutor and was named Bishop of 
the Diocese of the Erotestant Episcopal Church of Pennsylvania i n I9II. The Macmay-
Sraith House i s an atypical example of Chandler's work and especially interesting in 
that regard. Furthermore, i t i s in excellent condition both inside and out (and i t 
appears that the original integrity of design and detail has been preserved in the res­
idence according to the l i s t of some eighty drawings done for the Hackay-Smith House 
as cited i n the Chandler office records) and therefore, one of the best examples of 
,the modes of the tirae. 

Another important aspect of this mansion already noted in the foregoing description 
i s the open space that accompEinies i t and complements i t s massive bulk. In this Cen­
ter City area with the highest residential density of a l l Philadelphia, at 22,700 per 
square mile as compared to 9,700 per sq. mile East of Broad Street (Market Street West 
Transportation Study, Old Philadelphia Development Corp., Jan 1975)• the remaining poc­
kets of open space are extremely precious. Again with reference to the 22nd Street en­
semble, this site i s the last planned garden in a sequence beginning with the set-back 
and unusual herb garden of the College of Physicians, continuing with the landscaped 
open corner at the Church of the New Jerusalem, the playyard of Greenfield School, and 
the meandering "close" of English Villctge opposite St. James Square. On a smaller 
scale of consideration the Hackay-Smith garden forms an ideal terminus to the lovely 
tree lined single block of Rittenhouse Street west of 22nd. The house has passed through 
three ownerships. I t i s a tribute to the owners of the property to have preserved so 
scrupulously the original character and detail of the Bishop Kackay-Smith House. 
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DESCRIPTION AND RECITA L 

PREMISES 11 A11 BLOC K 70 LOT 2 9 6 

ALL THAT CERTAIN lot or piece of ground with the builc'lings and im­
provements thereon erected and described according to a Survey and 
Plan thereon made by iv.C . Cranmer , Esq ., Surveyor and Regulator of the 
Third District on the Twelfth day of January A.D. 1912, as follows t o 
wit : 

BEGINNIN G at a point 011 the East side of Tw e nty- s econd Street at the 
distance of One hundred and six feet Southward from the South side of 
Locust Street , in the 8th Ward of the City of Philad e lphia , said point 
being the middle line of a c e rtain Twelve feet wide Street or passage 
now called Latimer Street , which exte nds from the said ~~cnty-second 
Street t o Van Pelt Street parallel with the said Locust Street . 

CONTAINING in front or breadth on sa id Twenty-second Street Ninety 
feet ten and one-half inches and extending of thtlt width in length or 
depth Eastward between lines paral lel with the said Locust Street , the 
Northernmost line thereof passing along the middle line of said 
Latimer Street One hundred and ten feet six and three-fourths inches 
including on the rear end th e r eof the soil of a c e rtain Five f e et six 
an d three-fourths inches wide al1ey which extends Southward from said 
Latime r Stree t, the distance of One hundred and thirty-three feet , more 
or less~ the \·Jest line of sa id a ll ey being paralle l \-Ji th and at a dis­
tance of One hundred and five feet Eastward from the Eas t side of said 
Twenty-second Street . 

PRE.MISE S 11·B11 BLOCK 70 LOT 29 7 

ALL THAT CERTAIN lot or piece of g round with the buildings and im­
provements thereon erected SITUATE o n the East side of ~·1enty-second 
Street at the distance of One hundred and ninety-six feet ten an d one­
hal f inches Southwardly from the Southerly side of Locust Street in the 
Eighth Ward of the City of Philadelphia. 

CONTAINING in front or breadth Southwardly along the said side of 
Twenty-second Street Twenty-six feet one. and one-half inches and extend­
ing of that width in length or depth East\-1ardly bet\-:een lines para llel 
with the said Locust Street One hundred an d ten feet six and three­
fo~rths inches, including on the rear e nd thereof the soil of a c e rtain 
Five feet six and three-fourths inches wide alley extending into and 
from Latimer Street. 

PREMISES "C" BLOCK 70 LOT 298 

ALL THAT CERTAIN lot or piece of ground SITUATE on the East side of 
Twenty-second Street at the distance of two hundred twenty-three feet 
Southward from the South side of Locust Street in the Eighth \-Jar d of the 
City of Phil ade lphia. 

CON'l'AINJNG in front or bre'1dth on the said Twenty-second St reet twenty­
onc feet, three inches more or less, and cxtenclin<J of that Hidth in 
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DESCRIPTION ANO REC I TA L 

continued 

length or depth Eastward betwee n lines parallel wi th the said Locust 
Street One hundred ten feet six and three-fourth s inche~ , including 
on the rear the soi l of a certain Five feet six and three-fourths 
inches wide a ll e y which extends Southward from Latimer Street the 
distance.of One hundred thirty-three feet , more or less , the West 
line of said alley being parallel with and at the distance of One 
hundred five feet Eastward from the East side of said Twenty-second 
Street . 

BEING No. 25 1 to 259 South 22nd Street . 

BEING as to Premises "A ", "B " and "C " the same premises v1hich Israe l 
Zamost and Sylvia Za most , his wife by Deed dated 3/ 2 7/63 and recorded 
7/ 11/ 6 3 i n the County of Philadelph ia i n Deed Book CAB 21 75 page 55 6 1 

conv eye d unto Isrea l Zamost and Sylvia Zamost , his wife , as tenants 
in corrunon , being as to I s real Za most a one-third (1/ 3 ) undivided 
interest or moiety , and as to Sylvia Zamost a two-thirds (2/ 3 ) un ­
divided interest or moiety . 

AN D BEIN G a s t o Premises "A", " B" an d "C" the same prerr.ises which Israel 
Zamost and Sylvia Zamost , his wife by Deed dated 6/ 21 / 73 and recorded 
6/ 28/ 7 3 in the County o f Philade l phia in Deed Book DCC 4 02 page 433 , 
conveyed unto Sylvi a Zamost the undivided one-third (1/ 3 ) interest , i n 
fee . 

UNDE R AN D SUBJECT t o c ertain Re s triction s and Easement s as o f r ecord. 

TOGETHE R as respects t o Premise s "A" with the free use , right , liber t y 
an d priv ilege o f the sa i d Latime r Street as a passageway and watercourse 
at all t ime s hereafte r fore ver in con®on with the o wners , tenants a nd 
occupiers of the othe r lo t s of g roun d granted with the privilege the r eof 
by the late Jame s Spea r or t h a t may be g ra n t ed b y th e Exe c uto r s a nd 
Trustees of the Estate o f t he s a id J ame s Spear., d e c eased. 

AND TOGETHER with the f ree use, ri ght, liberty and priv il ege of the afore­
said five feet six and th ree-fourths inches wide alley as a nd for a 
passageway and watercourse at all times herea f ter for e v e r in co r.®on with 
the owners, tenants and occupiers of the premises Forty -four fee t in 
width, more or less, imme d ia tely adjoining to the Sou th of the p r emises 
describe d in the here inafte r recited Indenture. 

SUBJECT to the privilege s g ranted to the p r emis e s i rruned i ate ly a butting 
said Five f e et six nnd th ree-fourths inches wide all e y to the Ea st to 
open windows there on at a height of not less than s even f ee t f r om the 
level of t h e curb line of Va n Pelt Street afores a id, the su id p remi ses, 
howe ver, be ing restricted from exte nding any p r ojection o ver t he said 
Five feet six and thre e-fourths inches wide alley othe r th a n win dow 
sills and lintels which must be confined to the average size. 



_ · rx1 E _ PA . 
, · · .~ ( ~~- . 'I '.i l.i oni'l l _gi:.,,,(> r I 11/ 1 : 0 1y r 1 ~ iinat·; ,- n f • .., .. 1 is ' , if•'.] • • ~_:J1 1 ii ·(o ~ .J r •Jlf ice rJ I' 

I i r i, - ~~ 1rn of '"11 e i 11 v1 111;:it i on i 11di 1~ .... t; d b.-~l ·'·"'· P l ~..-~..::~ .~1.1 1 1--~ 1 1,llS ,·c"1ti i..:11_ :~ 1:iE ',L,;~1:~.\11f' N 
IS :\i:.'. 1/,:aT I ED. 

17] o.::sc ription : 

Statf::1112 nt of Si i fic "'nce : 

--------- -------

,..~. 

t 

Bibli ography : -------- ' ·- - .. -

Geographica l Data Acreage : 

UTM Reference (s): 

Verbal Bou ndary Description : 

J 
; Historic P.-1'1&:...._.M __ c=------ - ­

,eserva · 

.. PH 

-------~!UUlJ----- --- -

[i~ Certification : 

Photographic Coverage : --------

Map Coverage : PkaM ~ fu /outlem 5(y ib ~ ® IN tlS {?5 rw¥-

Other : 

uc sti on s ronc e: rn i ng this nomi nation may be directed to __ kd~L t1Conhe./J 

n the Notiona l Register staff, tel ephon e ~Q~J 3l/l/ f.ot/O ( 

or ·ou r attention to t :1e a ove it uils . 

~,ffhA __ QI~~-----­Ctii, _,C-Chif ~1 s tra ti on 
Date : 

l 1ni ~ .- d States r "1 rtfi1e nt of t he nter ior :- !.edt aa e Conserva t: i r. n fin rl ~ .. ,·rrr. 7i n n C: ;..r vire:> 



- Property ^ ^ ^ ^ 9 ^ . J ^ ^ 

State 

TECHNICA^ . ^ . / e W ^ CONTROL 
Photos 
Maps 

7^ ^ JyUL^ 

HISTORIAN 
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i DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

2 L E X C E L L E N T —DETERIORATED ^ U N A L T E R E D JCORIGINAL SITE 

_ G O O D —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE. 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bishop Mackay-Smlth House stands three and a half stories t a l l , and equally 
wide, on the east side of 22nd Street midway between Locust and Spruce Streets. I t 
i s a great cubic mass of dark reddish brown brick and closely coordinated brown­
stone, simple and severe, elegant by virtue of i t s restrained decoration and tight 
crisp details. Uncharacteristic among the architect's better known more flamboyant 
buildings, this house demonstrates Theophilus P. Ghsindler's disciplined interpreta­
tion of the presumably more austere requirements of then Rt. Rev. Alexander Mackay-
Smith, Bishop-Coadjutor of the Diocese of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Penn­
sylvania. 

The f l a t square facade i s penetrated by a deep entry porch, framed by a series of 
concentric arches into which rise a tapering f l i g h t of steps. The void of the en­
try i s emphasized by the smooth round projecting bay directly above, which in turn, 
is surmounted by a large double window, floor to ceiling on the third level. This 
vertical sequence culminates above the cornice i n a gable fronticeplece of unexpect­
ed exuberamce, an eclectic invention which receills in i t s concentric round arches 
the entryway below. 

The strength of the entry with i t s reinforcements above i s such that the facade 
at f i r s t sight appears to be symmetrical although there i s only one bay of windows 
to the l e f t while there axe two on the right. This eccentricity i s clearly a res­
ponse to the precence of the large original wailed garden on the south side of the 
site. While the north elevation, directly on the building line at Latimer Street, 
is f l a t with only one small oriele on the second floor front, the south elevation 
has a series of diverse projections on each floor overlooking the garden, from the 
larger rooms to the l e f t of the central hallways. On this facade the grade drops 
below the street level to provide grade egress from the cellar. To the rear there 
i s a one and a half story wing extending to within five feet of the property line. 

The whole house sits on a brownstone base about six feet high, in which appear 
plain cut cellar windows, protected by handsome wrought iron g r i l l e s . The transi­
tion to a close coursed brick i s accomplished by a molded stone water table. The 
t a l l windows of the f i r s t floor are adorned with arches neo-grec pediments and sim­
ple stone architraves set with slender colonettes on either side bearing delicate 
foliated capitals. The clustered pilasters flanking the entry have more elaborate 
f l o r a l capitals, i n a free interpretation of a corinthian/gothie motif. A s c r o l l 
console over the central arch acts both as a keystone and as bracket to the project­
ing bay above. 

The upper two stories are set apart from the lower by a three-part banding con­
sisting of a smaller molded string covtrse on top, a frieze of brick interrupted by 
stone tablets which align with the windows and a f u l l crown molding at the bottom. 
This band runs the f u l l width of the facade r o l l i n g out i n a curve as i t wraps the 
central bay and continuing eiround on the south elevation. The windows are progress­
ively plainer toward the top, with no expressed jambs on either second or third 
floor. The second floor windows have light classical pediments with small f l o r a l 
acroteria at the corners and the third floor windows have only a simple brownstone 
l i n t e l . 

Corbelled brick modillions form a cornice which i s capped by a crown molding i n 
copper. The slate roof i s steeply pitched and i s lashed and capped in copper. Iron 
f i n i a l s run the width of the roof as snow "birds" with a fine decorative effect. 
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While the exterior i s i n apparently excellent condition physically, the original 
appearance has been altered by injudicious painting of the brownstone portions. What 
was once a serene and refined facade now has a curious coarseness about i t because of 
contrasting elements which were meant to blend. The delicacy of ornamentation where 
the hand of Chandler i s most clearly perceived i s now submerged by the strong con­
trast of light painted stone to dark brick. The original restrained monochrome would 
have revealed nuances which are now lost, though easily retrievable. 

The fine iron grillwork on the cellar windows i s intact, i t s languid curves rela­
ting beautifully to the f r u i t y deeply undercut stone ornament. The original portion 
of the garden wall on 22nd Street s t i l l bears i t s ironwork along the top, though i t 
would appear that the later extension of the wall never had any. Only the front 
steps have been significantly altered, by covering them with quarry t i l e . This and 
the painting appear to be the only exterior problems. 

The vigorously disciplined facade gives way within to a free and gracious arrange­
ment of r i c h l y appointed rooms designed for the semi-public l i f e of the Bishop. The 
major rooms of the house are arranged on either side of an East-West bearing wall 
whfiitth divides the approximately 52 foot width of the house into bays that are about 
25 f t . wide. One enters on the north side of this bearing wall through a deeply re­
cessed porch into a coffered vestibule beyond which one sees into a large (25'x37') 
English Renaissance "hall chamber" with hooded stone fireplace, flanked by stained 
glass and oak window seats on the north wall, a beamed ceiling of about 12 foot height 
and oak wainscoting throughout. Opening off this h a l l chamber are a drawing room 
(25'x35') with fireplace and a curved bay window facing the south and a connecting, 
extensively panelled dining room (25'x25') with Jacobean tracery ceiling in f u l l 
r e l i e f , and curved front glass and cherry china cupboard i n each of four corners. 
A narrow six sided conservatory with mosaic floor opens off the dining room overlook­
ing the garden to the south. On the west side' of the ha l l chamber, next to the vesti­
bule, there i s a reception room (I5'x20') with a fireplace. The main stairway (with 
oak treads and r a i l ) which ascends through three floors of the house, comes down at 
the northeast corner of the h a l l chamber near the double door opening to the I j story 
high library (25'x37') at the rear or east side of the house. The south east comer 
of the house contains serving pantry, and a recently added f i r e stair tower. On the 
upper floors, there i s a six foot wide East-West corridor running the length of the 
house. A tank in the atti c provides f i r e sprinkler protection for the third floor. 
The scale of the interiors i s unmatched by any surviving house in Center City 
Philadeiphia. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
^he context i n which the Bishop Mackay-Smith House stands i s most important. The 

five blocks of 22nd Street, between Market and Delsincey, constitute a mostremarkable 
ensemble of fine buildings from the period I88O-I9IO by leading architects of the time. 
Chandler himself designed the Hutchinson House at 133 S. 22nd,. and the Church of the 
New Jerusalem at 22nd and Chestnut as well as several around the corner on Walnut. 
From the College of Physicians with i t s Georgian facade and elegant gardens at I9 S. 
22nd Street by Cope and Stewardson, I9O8 (former draftsmen i n the Chandler office), 
moving south one encounters at least three houses by Wilson Eyre, the Chandler church, 
many examples from the Furness office including whole blocks of St. James and Delancey 
Streets to the east and west of 22nd, and assorted examples from the work of Addison 
Hutton, G.W. and W.D. Hewitt, and Horace Trumbauer. The period was characterized by 
xmprecedented design freedom eind exuberant invention tempered by consideration of pro­
priety for a new class of clients eager to establish themselves. Both trends in this 
eclectic phase are represented within these several blocks, the "classicising" on the 
one hand and the "romanticizing" on the other. Architecturally the era i s epitomized 
on 22nd Street and the Bishop Mackay-Smith House i s one of the principal examples. 
The Mackay-Smith House i s a distinguished building by a distinguished and influential 

architect for a very distinguished and influential client. T.P. Chandler, a p r o l i f i c 
and highly inventive architect, was best known for his residential and ecclesiastical 
commissions. He was a founder of the Philadelphia AIA Chapter and the f i r s t director 
of the School of Architecture, University of Pennsylvania. His client, the Rt. Rev. 
Mackay-Smith, came to Philadelphia in I902 as Bishop Coadjutor and was named Bishop of 
the Diocese of the Protestant Efpiscopal Church of Pennsylvania i n I9II. The Macfeay-
Smith House i s an atypical example of Chandler's work and especially interesting in 
that regard. Furthermore, i t i s in excellent condition both inside and out (and i t 
appears that the original Integrity of design and detail has been preserved i n the res­
idence according to the l i s t of some eighty drawings done for the Mackay-Smith House 
a^ cited in the Chandler office records) and therefore, one of the best examples of 
,the modes of the time. 

Another important aspect of this mansion already noted i n the foregoing description 
i s the open space that accompanies i t and complements i t s massive bulk. In this Cen­
ter City area with the highest residential density of a l l Philadelphia, at 22,700 per 
square mile as compared to 9i700 per sq. mile East of Broad Street (Market Street West 
Transportation Study, Old Philadelphia Development Corp., Jan 1975)» the remaining poc­
kets of open space are extremely precious. Again with reference to the 22nd Street en­
semble, this site i s the last planned garden in a sequence beginning with the set-back 
and unusual herb garden of the College of Physicians, continuing with the landscaped 
open corner at the Church of the New Jerusalem, the playyard of Greenfield School, and 
the meandering "close" of English Villa.ge opposite St. James Square. On a smaller 
scale Of consideration the Mackay-Smith garden forms an ideal terminus to the lovely 
tree lined single block of Rittenhouse Street west of 22nd. The house has passed through 
three ownerships. It i s a tribute to the owners of the property to have preserved so 
scrupulously the original character and detail of the Bishop Mackay-Smith House. 
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DESCRIPTION ANO RECITAL 

continued 

length or depth Eastward between lines parallel with the said Locust 
Street One hundred ten feet six and three-fourths inche~, including 
on the rear the soil of a certain Five · feet six and three-fourths 
inches wide alley which extends Southward from Latimer Street the 
distance . of One hundred thirty-three feet, more or less, the ~\l est 
line of said alley being parallel with and at the distance of One 
hundred five feet Eastward from the East side of said Twenty-second 
Street. 

BEING No. 251 to 259 South 22nd Street. 

BEING as to Premises "A", "B" and "C" the same premises which Israel 
Zamost and Sylvia Za most, his wife by Deed dated 3/27/63 and recorded 
7/11/63 in the County of Philadelphia in Deed Book CAB 2175 page 556 1 

conveyed unto Isreal Za most and Sylvia Zamost, his wife, as tenants 
in common, being as to Isreal Zamost a one-third (1/3) undivided 
interest or moiety, and as to Sylvia Zamost a two-thirds (2/3) un­
divided interest or moiety. 

AND BEING as to Premises "A 11
, 

11 B" and 11 C 11 the same premises which Israel 
Zamost and Sylvia Zamost, his wife by Deed dated 6/21/73 and recorded 
6/28/73 in the County of Philadelphia in Deed Book DCC 402 page 433, 
conveyed unto Sylvia Zamost the undivided one-third (1/3) interest, in 
fee. 

UNDER AND SUBJECT to certain Restrictions and Easements as of record. 

TOGETHER as respects to Premises "A" with the free use, right, liberty 
and privilege of the said Latimer Street as a passageway and wate rcourse 
at all times hereafter forever in conunon with the own e r s , tenan ts and 
occupiers of the other lots of ground granted with the privilege thereof 
by the late James Spe ar or that may be granted by the Executors and 
Trustees of the Estate of the said Jan:ies Spear., deceased. 

AND TOGETHER with the free use, right, liberty and privilege of the afore ­
said five feet six and three-fourths inches wide alley as and for a 
passageway and watercourse at all times hereafter forever in common with 
the owners, tenants and occupiers of the premises Forty-four fe e t in 
width, more or less, immediately adjoining to the South of the premises 
described in the hereinafter recited Indenture. 

SUBJECT to the privileges granted to the premises immediat e ly abutting 
said Five feet six Rnd three-fourths inches wide alley to the East to 
open windows thereon at a height of not less than seven feet from the 
level of the curb line of Va11 Pelt Street aforesaid, the s n id premises, 
however, being restricted from extending any projection over the said 
Five feet six and three-fourths inches wide alley other than window 
sills and lintels which must be confined to the average size. 









Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Bishop Mackay-Smith House Philadelphia, 80003608 

Pennsylvania 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 
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OA-501 12-67 COMMONWEALTH OF VENNSYLVANIA 

October 18, I979 

smuECT: Blshop-Mackay Smith House 
Philadelphia County 

TO: 

FRCM: 

Lynn Beebe / • 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places ^ ' ^ ^ 

Susan M. Zacher 
Office of H i s t o r i c Preservation 

Since we submitted the nomination for the Bishop-Mackay Smith 
House we have discovered that i t has been sold. The new owner's 
name and address are: 

Charles Kanev 
265 South Van P i l t Street 
Philadelphia, PA I9IO3 

Please amend the form to include the new owners name, 
you. 

Thank 

SMZ/tlg 



O A - S O l 12-67 

SUBJECT: Blshop Mackay-Sffilth House 
Phi lade lphia County 

TO: Lynn Beebe 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 

FROM: Susan M. Zacher 
Office of H i s t o r i c Preservation 

COMMONWEAt.TH OF VENNSYLVANIA 

J anua rx.-ik̂ =;al.98 0 

Enclosed i s the additional Information you requested for the 

Bishop Mackay-Smith House i n Philadelphia County. The UTM 

has been corrected. I f you need additional information, 

please l e t us know. 

SMZ/tlg 
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HERITAQE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

. TELEPHONE REPORT TIME O F C A L L 
AM 
PM 

1. CALL TO; PROM (flmmm) 2. ADDRESS (Trnt. No. U nmmd»d) 

3. S U B J E C T , P R O J E C T NO., E T C . 

Â lvf 5.^ . Pkl̂ cy/LG. P/l-
4. D E T A I L S O F DISCUSSION 

N A M E / O r RBRSON P L ACINO/RECEI V I N « C A L L T I T L E 

FHR-8-227 
June 1978 
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Honorable Richard S. Schweiker 
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Mr. Ed Weintraub 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Conmlssion 

P.O. Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 
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For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


