


7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

good ruins ^ altered mnvnri date 

fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

This two s tory house, 25 f t . square was constructed of coursed rubble; two bays 
wide and two deep, i ts o r i g i n a l f l oo r plan was two rooms over two. The land 
associa ted with this house, o r i g i n a l l y 158 ac r e s , a lso bears the remains of a 
g r i s t m i l l constructed in 1728. 

The f ront of the house, fac ing southeast, i s protected by a pent eave between the 
f i r s t and second f l o o r s . The o r i g i n a l door at the l e f t , removed about 1930, has 
been replaced by a Dutch door . Under the window to the r ight i s an arched door ­
way giving access to a co ld storage a rea . Th is door i s reached v i a flagstone steps, 
and is a lso access ib le f r o m the ins ide . A flagstone t e r race provides f i r m footing 
aroiind the f ront door . The three windows along this w a l l are (as are a l l but the 
attic windows) double hung sashes, 6 over 6. Heavy stone l in te ls top a l l the 
ex te r io r w a l l openings. Quoins are somewhat l a rge r at the south corner than 
e lsewhere . ' ' '" - ' 

The northeast w a l l i s broken by three openings: one window on each f loo r at the 
le f t , and a casement window i n the a t t ic . Th i s w a l l has been p las te red , and <c 
ex te r io r stone chimney of recent cons t ruc t ion stands just to the r ight of the gable 
peak. 

The rea r w a l l i s broken by a window and a door on the f i r s t f l oo r (tte door i s 
to the right) and two windows on the second f l o o r . 

The southwest w a l l has been a l te red cons iderably over the yea r s . O r i g i n a l l y both 
the f i r s t arid' second f l oo r s has a door to the l e f t and a window to the r ight . A pent 
eave (or more l i k e l y a porchjf at the second story l e v e l was par t ly protected by 
a water table above, t l i ghe r up i n the gable was (and s t i l l is) a casement window. 
Ove r the years the ex t e r io r wood s t ructures were removed, and both doors were 
converted to windows. 

Atop this s t ructure i s a wood shingled roof with c lose verges and boxed corn ices 
at the end of a sl ight k i c k i n the roof . Just off center at the peak of the roof is a 
b r i c k chimney. 

P a s s i n g through the f ront door , one enters a wide h a l l separated f r o m the res t 
o f t h e f i r s t f l o o r by the s ta i rway and a f i r e p l a c e . This f i r e p l a c e , constructed of 
stone with a chestnut l intel , extends f r o m the rear w a l l 12 feet to the center of the 
house. The o r i g i n a l t r a m m e l bars r e m a i n . The chamfered chestnut c e i l i n g beams 
res t on a sgmmerbeam that runs southwest to northeast the entire length o f t h e house. 

Beyond the s ta i rway i s a la rge r o o m that has been divided into a l i v i n g r o o m atid ki tchen 
by board par t i t ions ; cleats may be found at the bottom of these board par t i t ions . 
Unl ike the res t of the house (which has a f l oo r of random-width tongue-and-groove 

pine boards) the l i v i n g r o o m f loo r i s doubled, with th ick oak f l o o r i n g and a thin pine 
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pine f loor insulat ing the room f r o m the damp storage a rea below. The storage 
a rea is access ib le f r o m the h a l l v ia flagstone steps. A l l e l e c t r i c w i re s and pipes 
are hidden behind plas tered w a l l s ; there are no base boards . 

The second f l oo r , o r ig ina l ly two rooms , has been divided by board part i t ions into 
two bedrooms on the southwest and a bedroom and bath on the northeast. 

M o s t window s i l l s re ta in t races of b lack paint. Mos t of the single needed batten 
doors s t i l l have their o r ig ina l i r o n strap hinges and latches. 

Just to the east of the house stands a s m a l l stable, 16' 5" x 16' 7' 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

JE_1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 

. archeology-historic 
agriculture 

J L - architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

landscape architecture religion 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specific dates I H I Builder/Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The M o r r i s Haines M a n o r House is a w e l l preserved^very ea r ly Montgomery 
County residence of an important ea r ly set t ler . 

Anthony M o r r i s purchased 158 acres of land f r o m Sarah Harsen t of Worminghurs t , 
England in 1717. The t rac t was situated in what la ter became W o r c e s t e r Township. 
H e r e M o r r i s r ea red h is f a m i l y of 15 ch i ld ren . M o r r i s was a merchant b rewer of 
Ph i l ade lph ia , In addit ion to se rv ing as a member o f t h e Supreme Cour t , the ^ .. ^ 
P r o v i n c i a l C o u n c i l and the A s s e m b l y , he was mayor of Ph i l ade lph ia . 

He had this house bui l t i n 1717. In 1721 at h i s death h i s son Anthony M o r r i s J r . 
' and I s r a e l Pember ton were named executors . Anthony J r . continued h i s fa ther ' s 

brewing business and was interes ted i n i r o n industr ies at Colebrookdale and Dale 
F o r g e , B e r k s County . 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y about 80% of the o r i g i n a l bui lding i s intact with the exception of 
the doors to the outside. It has been res to red with great care and dedication by 
the Ha ines . A l l e l e c t r i c w i r e s , and water pipes are behind plas tered w a l l s . The 
paint was removed c o r r e c t l y a.nd, evidence of o r i g i n a l b lack paint on window s i l l s 
has been retained. O r i g i n a l l o c a l f lagstone inside steps lead f r o m the ha l lway down 
to the cold stcyr'ag^'f ooin. There are no baseboards. Cleats are along the board 
par t i t ions . 

The Execu tors of M o r r i s S r . sold the proper ty i n 1728 to Johannes Beehn, a-weaver 
of Ge rman ances t ry who la ter bui l t a g r i s t m i l l on the s m a l l s t r eam, an aff luent of 
the Zachar ias Creek , which f lows near the house. Th is s t r eam propel led the g r i s t 
m i l l , the foundations of which are s t i l l v i s i b l e , and a lso was u t i l i t i z e d to ret the 
f l ax that was used in the weaving indus t ry . 

- i n . 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

X 
national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic PreseHation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the HeritagfiL£$nservaQo)ir)and Recreation Service. 
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For HCRS use only 
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V E R B A L B O U N D A R Y D E S C R I P T I O N : 

B E G I N N I N G at the in tersec t ion of Township Line Road and a private lane, along 

the north side o f t h e lane northeast 450 feet to a stone, then northwest 142 feet 

to a stone, then southwest 431 feet to an i r o n pin in the middle of Township Line 

Road, then along the middle of the road southeast 342 feet to the place of be-

ginnmg. 
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Sarah Hersent, VJorminghixrst, County of Sussex 
Warrant dated 12/10/168U f ron 
Commissioners and Sxirvey 500 A 

Anthony Morris 
Warrant dated 3rd mo./I/1717 
Resurvey - 5th ino./li/1717 
Richard H i l l , Isaac Korris, & James Logan, 
Comissioners of the Province of 
Pennsylvania Issued Patent dated 7/25/1718 
to Anthony Morris, Philadelphia, Merchant, 
in the Uth year of the Reign of King George 
of Great Britain. Recorded ia Pat. Bk, A, 
Vol. 5, p. 379 558 A 
Anthony Morris, Jr. and Israel Pemberton, 
Exec, of the Estate of Anthony Morris, Sr. Dec'd. 

Johanes Beehn 
Died. Will dated 1/11;/17U6/7 W.B. 1;-2U3 
Probated U/10/U7. Real Estate to Sons, 
Henry 2: John. Release of Henry Been and 
Catherine, his wife. 

John Been 
Died. Will dated 3/IO/I8OO. 
Probated li/9/l800. Real Estate to 
Son, John 

John Bean 
Died. Will dated 1/7/1839-
Probated U/3/18U7 

Jacob H. Bean 
Died. W i l l dated 1/20/1577. 
Probated 3/20/1883 

Isaac J . Bean 
Died 12/7/1928 W i l l Dated 6/19/1909 
Probated 1/9/1929 - W.B. 69-635 
Urias K. Bean £: Elmer K. Bean, Exec, 
of Isaac J. Bean, deceased, and 
Mary R. Bean, widovr to 

William Spence Haines/1-Iyrtle Hewes 

William Spence Haines - I'^tle Hevxcs 
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STATE PENNSYLVANIA 

Date Entered D^C 3 / j ! ^ ^ 

Nana Location 

Little Jerusalem (BeaSaloi) A.M.E. Church Comwells Heights 
Buck* Counter 

Franklin Bose Compaoy No. 28 Philadelphia 
Philadelphia County 

Seel, Williaa, Building 

Morris, AntlKiny, House 

Harrisburg 
Dauphin County 

Norrlatovn vicinity 
Montgomery County 

Comerford Theater Wilkes-Barre 
Luzeme County 

Easton House Easton 
Northampton County 
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