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1. Name 
historic Rex House 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number Nor th Market S t r e e t not for publication 

city, town Schae f f e r s t own vicinity of congressional district 16 

state Pennsy lvan i a code 42 county Lebanon code 075 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip S ta tus Presen t U s e 

district public ^ occupied agriculture museum 
^ buildlng(s) ^ private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational ^ private residence 
site P u b l i c Acqu i s i t i on A c c e s s i b l e entertainment religious 
object In process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation 
no military Other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name M r . and M r s . Frank Maldonado 

street & number P . O . Box 495 

city, town Schae f f e r s town vicinity of state Pennsy lvan ia 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Lebanon County Courthouse 

street & number South E i g h t h S t r e e t 

city, town Lebanon state Pennsy lvan i a 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Pennsylvania 

title Inventory of H i s t o r i c Places has this property been determined elegible? . yes no 

date August 21 , 1979 . federal state county local 

depository for survey records Pennsy lvan i a H i s t o r i c a l and Museum Commission 

city, town H a r r i s b u r g state Pennsy lvan i a 



7. Description 

Condition 
excellent 

^ good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

X altered 

Check one 
X original site 

moved date 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Rex House i s a two and one-half story half-timbered house measuring 32 f t . X 27 f t . 
with a gable roof and i n t e r i o r gable end chimneys. The half-timbering i s covered with 
random width, horizontal wooden sidi n g . To the rear of the house i s a stone lean-to 
addition measuring 32 feet by 12 feet. 

In a small a t t i c of t h i s lean-to addition can be seen the o r i g i n a l half-timber construction 
of the main house that was not covered over with wooden siding. Over the half-timbering 
there i s a layer of plaster that was then lined to simulate b r i c k s . These simulated bricks 
measure about 4 1/2 inches wide and from 5 to 13 inches long. The simulated bricks were 
painted red and black i n an apparent random fashion that gives i t a sort of checkerboard 
e f f o r t . (Photo #6) 

The gable roof has wooden shingles which have been covered with a raised-seem t i n roof. 

The north and south ends of the house have brick chimneys. The north chimney goes to the 
kitchen, to an arched walk-in fireplace that had a bake oven. The fireplace has been 
restored to i t s o r i g i n a l condition. (Photo #12) The south chimney s i t s between the l i v i n g 
and dining rooms. In the l i v i n g room the chimney opens to a fireplace with paneled wooden 
doors. (Photo #10) In the dining room the chimney opens to a Franklin stove which i s 
designed and has the motto "Be Liberty Thine" across the front. (Photo #11) Both the dining 
and l i v i n g room fireplaces are about 5 inches off the f l o o r . Over the Franklin stove i s 
some raised paneling. To the l e f t of the paneling i s a b u i l t - i n cupboard with arched glass 
doors on top and paneled doors on the bottom and much elaborate d e n t i l work. (Photo #11) 
The dining room also contains a door and barred window which appears to have led to a bar 
keep. The north w a l l of the dining room i s paneled with random double beaded boards. The 
southeast corner of the dining room has a 6 inch deep recession i n the c e i l i n g measuring 
16 X 18 inches. I t i s believed i t was made to accommodate a t a l l clock. The dining room 
c e i l i n g i s 99 inches high. 

The l i v i n g room has b u i l t - i n storage cupboards with paneled doors over the f i r e p l a c e . The 
fi r e p l a c e has doors which are also paneled. The fireplace i s completely bordered by 
elaborate paneling and d e n t i l work. (Photo #10) One of the doors leading from the l i v i n g 
room to the front hallway i s only 69 inches high. (Photo #9) The l i v i n g room, kitchen 
and a l l three bedrooms have random board, beaded c e i l i n g s . The entire house sags to the 
middle considerably, indicating a weakness, perhaps caused by the removal of a central 
f i r e p l a c e . 

Under the paneling i n the kitchen walls, were found at least four layers of red paint with 
hand painted designs and s t e n c i l s . Most of the designs and s t e n c i l s appear to have been 
white but some seem to be yellow and others black. Each layer of red had different designs 
from the other layers. The old paint and s t e n c i l designs were covered with a preservative and 
new paint and s t e n c i l s to duplicate the o r i g i n a l s were applied. One section of the o r i g i n a l 
s t e n c i l i n g was l e f t exposed. Some examples of the many designs found are as follows: 
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As f a r as anyone, can determine by records and examination of 
the b u i l d i n g the a l t e r a t i o n s t o the house took place during 
the l 8 t h century. The only evident a l t e r a t i o n s since t h a t 
time have been f o r the "modern conveniences": l i g h t and water. 
Fo r t u n a t e l y these were c a r r i e d out w i t h l i t t l e apparent change 
t o the b a s i c s t r u c t u r e . 

See enclosed l e t t e r from owners f o r a more d e t a i l e d explanation, 
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The stairway leading to the second f l o o r has no support r a i l i n g s and has elaborate 
carvings and d e n t i l work on the side of each step and unusual carvings on the 
bannister. 

Historians who have seen the hardware state that the amount and variety i s very 
unusual and valuable. The front door key escutcheon i s a Hession soldier to one 
i n the William Penn Museum i n Harrisburg. The locks are Moravian and Dutch-elbow 
locks, many with varied designs. The hinges are r a t - t a i l e d , ram's horns, t u l i p s 
and various designs of strap hinges. 

The out buildings consist of a smoke house and bake oven. The smoke house i s 
limestone with shingle roof. The bake oven i s constructed of brick with a brick 
chimney and shingle roof. The roof over the bake oven extends out to provide 
a protecting overhang. To the rear of the house there i s the stone foundation 
of a barn and attached outhouse. Also immediately behind the house there i s a 
ci s t e r n approximately 8 feet deep, 4 feet wide and eight feet long. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

. architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 

. education 
engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 

. military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
. other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Rex House i s a unique s u r v i v a l of a half-timbered structure which was once common 
i n Lebanon County and usually associated with the Pennsylvanian German s e t t l e r s . The 
unusual and fine hardware, s t e n c i l l i n g and cabinet work made t h i s structure interesting 
as well as a valuable reference for other early Lebanon County Pennsylvahia German 
structures. 

This house i s half timbered construction with plastered simulated bricks of red and 
black which renders i t quite unusual. Alexander Schaeffer, the founder of Schaefferstown, 
owned t h i s house and sold i t i n 1758 to Paul Gemberling. The house apparently was b u i l t 
before Alexander Schaeffer's time and l o c a l legend has i t that i t may have been b u i l t by 
Jewish fur-traders who settled i n t h i s area. While doing some foundation work i n the 
c e l l a r i n December 1978, the following i n s c r i p t i o n was found on the stone foundation -
"Repaired i n 1929 by Ph. Weicinan & Son. B u i l t i n 1729". The house changed hands at least 
6 times between 1758 and 1799, when Samuel Rex bought i t for 555 pounds. From that time 
u n t i l 1974 the house was i n the possession of the Rex family a l l l i n e a l descendants of 
Alexander Schaeffer. The Rex family were very prominent, prosperous merchants for many 
generations and accumulated valuable 18th century and 19th century this spring. 

The free-hand painted designs and s t e n c i l s found i n the kitchen walls appear very primitive 
and research up to the present time has f a i l e d to uncover anything s i m i l a r anywhere else. 

This Rex House remains almost t o t a l l y i n t a c t as a unique surviving example of early and 
late 18th century architecture. The present owners are i n the process of complete 
restoration and are returning the house to i t s 18th century appearance. 

Archaeology-History 
There are terrances, undelations, and stone retaining walls throughout the grounds which 
suggest previous usage and would probably merit some archaeological investigation. 

While digging for garden many fragments of early pottery have been uncovered, 
has been continuously inhabited to present time. 

The house 

Landscape-Architecture 
The grounds have been c a l l e d "among the best preserved 18th century urban garden 
landscaping i n Pennsylvania", by historians and preservationists. The English boxwood, 
15 f t . high by 15 f t . wide, has been estimated to be over 200 yrs . o l d . 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data m mi mm 49 Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name Rich land^ P a . 
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Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and jus t i f i ca t ion 
The Rex House occup ies the l o t l o c a t e d a t the NE corner o f the Schaef fe r s town town square. 
The l o t measures 238.13 f e e t by 86.6 f e e t by 237.33 f e e t by 90.0 f e e t . 

Lis t a l l s t a t e s and c o u n t i e s for proper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title H . Frank Maldonado 

organization date 

street & number Box 495 telephone 7 1 7 - 9 4 9 - 2 2 3 3 

city or town Schae f fe r s town state Pennsy lvan i a 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by th^>l^fitage)Qon$prvii^Uoi^and Recreation Servjpe. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 
ED WEINTRAUB, Director 
Office of Historic Preservation date | ^ - / g > 0 ^ 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

eeper of the National Register 

Attest: H ^MhA.^ 

date 

date 

G P O 9 38 8 3 5 
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Rex House 
AUG II 1980 

Lebanon County QCQ \ g 1979 ' 
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Rex House 
Market S t . Schaefferstown, Pa . 
Heidelberg Twp. Lebanon C ty , 

Rex House 
Lebanon Coun ty 
F l o o r P l a n s 

WJG 11 1980 

DEC X6 ^̂ ^̂  

F t r s " ^ P \ o o P Scolei} 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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TELEPHONE REPORT 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERrrAQE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT T I M E O F C A L L 

P M 

1. CALL rO^O; 1 1 FROM (llmm») 2. ADDRESS (T»t. No. II tfmdmd) 

3. S U B J E C T . P R O J E C T N O . . E T C . 

4. D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

N A M E O F P E R S O N P L A C I N S / R E C E I V I N O C A L L 

FHR-8-227 
June 1978 
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C D M M D N W E A L T H O F P E N N S Y L V A N I A 
P E N N S Y L V A N I A H I S T O R I C A L A N D M U S E U M C Q M M I S S i a N 

W I L L I A M P E N N M E M O R I A L M U S E U M A N D A R C H I V E S B U I L D I N G 

B O X l a z e 

H A R R I S B U R B , P E N N S Y L V A N I A 1 V 1 2 0 

May 29, 1980 

Lynn Beebe 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places 
440 G S t r e e t NW 
Washington, DC 20243 

Dear Lynn: 

Sorry t h a t I have taken so long t o sent the a d d i t i o n a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n on the t h r e e enclosed nominations. May has been 
a r a t h e r rough month f o r me. Hope t h a t you are c a t c h i n g up 
w i t h Pennsylvania's backlog of nominations. We are beginning 
t o get concerned about s e v e r a l of the ones pending. I ' l l 
be c a l l i n g you next week to check on s e v e r a l of them. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Susan M.Zacher 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r Coordinator 
Pennsylvania 

Enclosed: A d d i i t i o n a l Information f o r : 

C i t y Park Brewery;Louis B e r g d o l l Brewing Company 
P h i l a d e l p h i a County 

Rex House, Lebanon County 

Resubmission: 

N u t t i n g H a l l , S c h u y l k i l l County 



OA-SOI -A IO>M 

S U S J K C T : 

C O M M O N W E A L T H O F P E N N S Y L V A N I A 

May 29, 1980 

Rex House 
Lebanon County 

TO: Lynn Beebe 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places 

FROM: Susan M. Zacher ^̂ ''̂ 'V-
O f f i c e of H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n 
Pennsylvania 

Enclosed i s the a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n you requested, by phone, 
concerning any a l t e r a t i o n s made t o the Rex House and the 
proposed " r e s t o r a t i o n " . A l s o enclosed are new photographs 
w i t h the leaves o f f the t r e e s . I hope t h i s completes the 
requirements and t h a t t h i s property w i l l soon be l i s t e d on 
the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r . 



ENTRIES IN TH^NATIONAL REGISTER 

nate Entered ^ —!—L 

Name 
Location 

Logan Mills Grlat »L11« 

Rex Houta« 

Union School 

Bradys Band Iron Ooaqpany Fumaeas 

Logan Milla 
Clinton County 

Sehaaffarstown 
Lebanon Cotmty 

Fort Washington 
Montgoaiary County 

Bradya Bend 
Armstrong Cotmty 

Also Notified 

Honorable Richard S. Schweiker 
Bonorabla Henry J. Heina, III 
Honorable Uilliaa 7. dinger, Jr. 
Boxuirabla Robert S. Valkar 
Honorable Lawrence Coughlln 
Honorable John P. Martha 

NR Byers/arb 

State Bistorie Presenration Officer 
Mr. Ed. Weintraiib 
PennsylTania 
Historical and t&isetai Comission 
P.O. Bos 1026 
HarrisbttTg, Pennsylvania 17120 

8/25/80 

For further information, please c a l l the Nationa 
1 Register at (202)343-6401. 


