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1. Name

historic _ JOHN P. /CROZER II MANSION
T e 5
and/or common Allcutt Property

2. Location

street & number 900, 922, 92%, 926 Main Street —__not for publication
city, town Up]_ and ____vicinity of congressional district 7
state Pennsylvania code L4D county Delaware code O45
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____.district ___ public _X_occupied ____ agriculture ____museum
_X_ building(s) _X_ private ____ unoccupied _X commercial ___park
—__structure _ both ___ work in progress — educational _X__ private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —religious
___ object ___in process _X_ yes: restricted ___government ____ scientific

X _being considered ~ ____ yes: unrestricted —_industrial —_transportation

no military _other:

4. Owner of Property

name Dr. Robert Smith

street & number 1420 Locust Street, Academy House Apartments

city,town Philadelphia ___ vicinity of state. Pennsylvania

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Delaware County Courthouse

street & number West Front Street

city, town Media state  Pennsylvania

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Pennsylvania Inventory of
ti_tle¥ Historic Preservation - has this property been determined elegible? _yes ___no

date 9-7-79 ___federal X _state ___county ___local

depository for survey records  Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission

city,town  Harrisburg state Pennsylvania




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

____ excellent —deteriorated ____ unaltered _X_ original site
X _good ____ruins X __ altered ___moved date
—fair ____unexposed :

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Y
Mansion: Building of the main house began in October of 1879, the entire
structure was completed by early June of the following year,- 1880. Con-
structed wholly of prime imported California redwood, the mansion stands
three stories (approx. 48'8" in height) and is still located at its original
site.

The present- roof- has been covered with a type of tin matal, painted red, and
there are five brick chimneys visible, one of which is in serious disrepair.
Four large Victorian gables in addition to nine smaller Victorian window coves
(inlayed with gingerbread) create a kind of ravine effect within the roofing
structure and one brick chimney wall located on the far northwest corner of
the house vertically spans the entire 3 stories.

Located'on ‘the first:-floor of this grandiose Victorian structure are 2 large
bay windows, the one situated on the back west side of the house consists of
2 smaller windows measuring 1.66'}" wide by 6.83'4" high. In the center of
these 2 smaller windows is one larger window measuring 4.0' wide by 6.83'4"
high, also, ten large redwood pillars with some minimal amount of 19th
century gingerbread spindle design, support the front porch and majestically
flank the main entranceway.

A 3 stories one room addition was added onto the southwest corner of the
mansion in 1907 (adding an approximation of 16.41' to the back end of the
structure) as a private study area for Mr. Crozer (the first floor only).
However, the additions' exterior appearance has been expertly matched with
the general overall appearance of the rest of the house. (The exact date
of this addition was discovered penciled into the second floor wall of the
building by a couple who were repainting their apartment recently).

Windows: There are a total of 61 windows visible from the exterior walls of
the John P. Crozer II mansion. The majority of these windows are surrounded
by a wooden border painted green, at the top of which is displayed an ornate
Victorian -handicrafted design, excepting the smaller white window gables
located on the roof whose designs are of the Victorian spindle wood variety,
and also excepting some smaller french latticed windows situated on the
third floor of the structure.

The average sized green bordered windows (note: all windows have been
measured with the exclusion of their borders) measure approx. 3.08' wide

by 5.58' high. The larger gabled window coves measured roughly 3.16' wide

by 5.41' high on thé average, which included some of the white border around
them (these windows were especially difficult to measure due to their location
and I suspect that in actuality they are probably smaller than the average
sized green bordered windows). The small three storied french latticed
windows were not measured due to their height.



FHR-8-300A . .
(11/78) '
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

John Crozer Mansion, Delaware County
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7/ PAGE 2

On either side of the exterior red brick fireplace wall mentioned
previously is one large Victorian green bordered window, each measuring
3.5' and 4" wide by 7.83'4" high. Finally, situated on the first floor
at the eastern front of the building are K large '"floor to ceiling"
windows of Victorian design measuring 3.0' 3/4" wide by 9.50'%4" high.

Doorgs: There are a total of 4 entrancéways into the main house. The
large front (double) door located on the east side of the mansion measures
approx. 4.83'4" wide by 9.66'%" high.

A side door located on the south side of the building measures approx.
2.58'" wide by 8.5'%+" high. Lastly, there are also two back doors
located on the west side of the house, the one doorway giving entrance-
way into the newer addition part of the structure measures approx.

3.0'" wide by 8.75'4" high. The other original back doorway again
"approx." measures 3.08'3" wide by 9.75'3" high.

Exterior Architectural Features: The entire John P. Crozer mansion
measures approx. 61.83'1" wide by 45.66' 3/5" lengthwise. The large
white building with handicrafted green trim clearly depicts a grandiose
Queen Victorian architectural style, quite popular during the time of

<" its' construction in 1879. Many of the doors and windows are decoratively
laden with ornate wooden spindle and gingerbread design, which blend to-
gether to give the structure an air of majestic royalty. At one time
many gardens surrounded the estate, now only remnants of what once was
still remain (i.e. an authentic stone grape arbor situated on what is
now the adjoining DiMaio property outlined in green on the survey map
submitted and several other remaining stone fixture pieces bearing
evidence to what once was). Fortunately, many of the original and
imported plants and trees are still very much in evidence on the present
estate grounds, which is a minor miracle in itself.

For its extensive age, the John P. Crozer mansion is in remarkably good
condition - much of the redwood that the building was originally con-
structed from has hardened and almost petrified itself. However, the  _
property's present owner has not contributed to its upkeep consequently, '
much decay is now in progress. In addition to badly needing repainted,
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several of the boards on the porch floor are beginning to crack and
warp. Also, in one top corner of the north section of the house, a
strip of wood about 2 feet long has rotted away where the wall meets
the roof, causing a large crack on the inside wall of one third floor
apartment due to seeping rain water.

The mansion is in dire need of extensive roof and chimney repair (one
brick chimney in particular has almost completely crumbled away), and
several rain spouts need replacing. On the porch, some of the
Victorian gingerbread designs have begun to fall from the pillars,
though fortunately they are not irreparable.

On the more positive side, the John Crozer mansion has had reasonably
good care and upkeep from its other previous owners as well as having
a firm, solid foundation which will hopefully (with some‘impory§ﬁ care)
enable it to be with us for many more years to come. e

Interior Architectural Features: Although the mansion was split up into
8 individual apartment units several years ago, (2 apartments on the
first floor and 3 apartments on the second and third floors), 80% of
the original interior structure of the building has remained authenti-
¢ally dintaect.

A11 6 of the original ornate tiled, hand painted, and wood carved fire-
places still remain intact and in good condition (this includes the one
that was added on the first floor of the addition in 1907). However,
the wood carved and mirror mantel to the family room hearth was taken
out and kept by a previous owneqf)fortunately, its present whereabouts
is known. =~

There are four fireplaces located on the first floor of the house, -
one in the former dining room, one in what used to be the formal
parlor, one in the former family room, and the last one is located

in the newer addition which used to serve as Mr. Crozer's study. The
remaining two fireplaces are located on the second floor, one in Mr.
Crozer's old bedroom and the other in what is believed to have been a
former child's nursery or sitting room just off of Mrs. Crozer's
private room. The third floor is completely void of any fireplaces,
although it is believed that the older children's rooms were located
here.
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As mentioned previously, much of the exterior frame of the mansion was
constructed of imported California redwood, :various interior aspects

of the building were constructed of five basic wood grains - White Oak,
Black Walnut, Mahogany, Cherry, and Pine. The ornate winding staircase
and carved railings, banisters, etc., were created from White Oak along
with the main hallways. Much of the base board trim was also done in
White Oak, although the large double doors in the main entranceway on
the first floor, in addition to the sliding wooden doors located in
various other parts of the house, were constructed of both the White
Oak and also Balck Walnut. The former parlor located on the first floor
of the structure is composed entirely of the same Black Walnut. In
addition to these woods, both the former Crozer nursery sitting room up- .
stairs and family dining room situated on the main floor were derived
from top quality mahogany. A Cherry wood laden vestibule just inside
the back entranceway to the mansion along with an exposed beam ceiling
in the adjoining former Crozer family room, does serve to bring an air
of nobelity to the historic residence.

Most of the floors inside the main house were made of tough Pine wood
with White Oak base board trim. Internal ceilings are relatively high
(I would venture somewhere in the neighborhood of 15' to 18' as a rough
estimate). Also, the view out of a few of the windows located on both
the north west and south west sides of the structure has been somewhat
obscured by the past addition of two separate fire escapes years ago.
(note: originally all of the major sized green trim windows had external
green shutters latched to the sides of the building which have long
since been removed, although there have been a few found in storage in
and about the grounds).

In conclusion then, although the internal framework of the John P.
Crozer II mansion has been modified somewhat (a number of years ago)

in order to adequately house 8 separate apartment units, (i.e. - two
back stairways have been blocked off and made into closets, additional
bathroom and kitchen facilities have been added, and a few half walls
installed), the authentic charm and home like qualities of the building
has remained relatively unscathed. In short, the apartments have been
well modified to the original context of the house so that many of the
special historic structural characteristics have been retained.
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A1l of the structure's original heavy wooden doors with their intricately
designed brass (?) knobs have been preserved, including the original
hallways and 3 storied winding staircase. Many of the original lighting
fixtures (now electrified from gas), wooden cabinets, a few furniture
pileces, and ornate glass windows on the stair landing have remainer >
relatively unaltered. All fireplaces are preserved, even the original
wooden water tower under the roof has survived! A few other novel items
that have been discovered in and about the property are the original
copper name tags on the water pipes in the cellar of each Crozer family
member (whichever pipe fed water to that particular family members bath-
room, had that specific person's name on it), several pieces of old

. farm equipment, and the original J.P.C. gate emblem recently found in

the o0ld Spring House.

Carriage House: Is still located at its original site behind the mansion
but has been modified more extensively than any of the other estate out--
buildings. The structure currently houses 3 separate apartment units

and has had at least three different additions, including one overhanging
roof added onto it throughout the past several decades. It stands two
(possibly 2%) stories in height and is constructed almost entirely of
wood (green trim doors and windows againist a white horizontal plank
background like the main house) except for a small back cinder block

and brick addition forming parts of two separate additions (most of the
bricks have been painted white though much of the cinder block is bare).
Fortunately, they are located at the far north west corner of the build-
ing.

Two older additions were added much earlier to the Crozer carriage house,
one on the northern end and one at the opposite southern end. Each were
constructed wholly of wood, the southern addition added a double swing-
ing door to the left side (if one is directly facing the front of the
structure), the northern addition added a double sliding door to the
right end of the structure. On the northern additions' side a small

red brick room with one door and small chimney were also added which

may have possibly been used as a smoke house at one time.

The southern addition part has especially altered the exterior appearance
of the carriage house in that the south side has had some green aluminum
siding added to it and a flight of steps go over part of the addition to
the second floor apartment where two windows and a door have been added.

Also, one large picture window has been added to the western back of
the building, along with 3 jealousy windows and a door. The lower half
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of the back of the structure has also been partially covered with the
same kind of green aluminum paneling. The northern addition mentioned
previously connects with the brick and cinder block corner of the
building and has two added (newly added) green trim windows on the
second floor.

The eastern front end of the carriage house also has a very small
picture window which has been added to the second floor and a garage
roof was added a while back for the purpose of protecting cars from the
weather. The sides of this small garage port were constructed out of
multi-glass paned walls from the former green houses which are sadly,
no longer in existence. There are no multi-glass paned walls on the
north side of this partition however.

In spite of all the alterations that have been made to the carriage
house, approx. 70% of its original external authenticity remain. The
top second story portion of the building consists of 3 large Victorian |
gables, one on the north side, south side, and front east side of the
structure. Intrically decorating each one of these gables is a great
deal of lacy, original Victorian gingerbread design. Also, at the top

- focal center of each gable peak is one original multi-paned window
surrounded by green trim.

Located on the first floor of the eastern side of the carriage house
(inside the overhanging garage addition) are the two original green
trimmed doors, one double swinging door, and one double sliding door.
The original green house multi-glass paned walls are also present, along
with some antique cherry storage cabinets on the other far end side of
the enclosure and the original cobblestoned entranceway, has miracuously
survived!

Barn: Still located at its original site (directly behind the carriage
house), the barn of the John P. Crozer estate stands 24 stories high.
The first 2 stories of the structure were created out of quarry stone
(later whitewashed), whereas in contrast, the top half story of the
building was constructed of overlapping shingles on both its north and
south sides (the half story on loft of the barn is only visible from
these 2 vantage points.)
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Located on the south wall under A-shaped eaves 1s one original center
multi-paned window, directly under this window is an original double
door with a criss-crossed farm design. To the left of this door on
the first floor is another original single door with the same type of
design. A flight of wooden steps added later and blocking the bottom
single door does give access to the double door entranceway on the
second floor. To the bottom right of these steps is yet still another
double door bearing the same criss-cross farm design.

The back west side of the Crozer barn has four evenly spaced, multi-
paned windows (each of the 4 windows has 16 glass panes). There is one
~original multi-glass paned window visible from the first floor, the

rest have been covered over by a small garage like addition (constructed
solely of wood) that was added on to the building many years ago though
.1t was not part of the original barn structure. Part of this addition
has been covered by more up to date gray tile shingles, the rest has
been painted white. The entranceway to this addition has been covered
by a large modern metal garage door.

The north side of the barn also has a large multi-paned glass window
directly under its A-shaped eaves and located in the center of the
half story exactly like the window on the south side of the building.
Covering the remaining authentic windows and doors on this side (save
for one small multi-paned window to the right on the first floor and
one multi-paned window that is visible from the back of the first
addition), is yet a second 0ld wood addition that has been bricked and
stuccoed over in order to house 2 small apartment units. An additional
cinder block room was also added on to this part of the structure.

On the east front of the Crozer barn, the second story has four evenly
spaced multi-glass windows, just like the previously mentioned west side
of the structure (again, the half story is not visible from this side).
Two large original multi-paned glass windows and one large double criss-
cross design door, still remain on the first floor inside of a porch like
overhang that is largely created from glass pane remnants of the former
Crozer greenhouses. The right side of the front largely includes the
stuccoed addition which extends itself far beyond the original building
structure. On the left side of the barn's front is another small
enclosure constructed I believe of wood which is generally used to store
things in.
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In spite of the fact that several small additions have been added on
to this outbuilding, which has consequently somewhat altered its
original external rectangular appearance, all of the additions are of
: a temporary nature and therefore could easily be removed for restoration
- purposes, should such an occasion arise.

Trophy House: Is believed to have been built later than the rest of
the buildings, but only slightly later than the rest of the structures
on the John P. Crozer estate for the purpose of storing the family's
national horse competition awards along with various other trophies and
paraphenalia. The one storied trophy house is constructed entirely of
verical wood boards with wood stripping (green window trim against a
white background), and has a flat roof.

The front (south side) of the box-like structure consists of one bay
window (added later) to the left of the center door and one small green
trimmed window on the right. A small shingle porch overhang also juts
out from the roof. Both the east and west sides of the building have a
sit of green trimmed windows and the back (north) end of trophy house
has one center door, one jealousy window to the right of that door,

and two green trimmed windows to the door's left. Although the
structure is currently being utilized as a single apartment unit, it
has been well maintained and cared for. I believe that a few windows may
have been added that were not originally a part of the building however,
the exterior appearance of the apartment is approx. 80% authentic.

Spring House: Still stands at its original site, slightly northeast

of the main house. Building is shaped like a square block and has
somewhat of a cone type roof. It is approx. one story in height and

is entirely constructed of wood (green trimmed windows against a white
backgroundg. The front of the structure faces west and exhibits one
central double door with the familiar criss-cross design while the rest
of its three sides that face the north, south, and east have one central
double window with multi-glass panes ( a total of 16 minature panes on
each side). The spring house has always been used for storage con-
sequently, it is in good condition. Its exterior authenticity is very
near lOO%'original and its interior originality is very close to 90%
authentic.
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Green Houses: Are no longer in existence except for those pieces that
have been added to the carriage house and barn.

Root Cellar: Is presently at its original site and although its A-

shaped roof is only one story in height, a flight of steep stone steps
lead to a small earthen underground room. The structure was created
entirely of wood and only has one latch door facing north (there are no
windows to my knowledge). Its exterior and interior original authent1c1ty
is very close to 100%. While it is still standing, the root cellar is
only in fair condition and is slowly declining.

Ice House: Is still at its original site but only the firm foundation
, of built-up solid rock still remains.



8. Significance .

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

_ prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

__1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic — conservation —law —_science

—1500-1599 ___ agriculture —_economics — literature - sculpture

___1600-1699 _X_ architecture — education — - military i ____social/

—1700-1799 ___ art —__engineering — music humanitarian
- _X 1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settiement ___ philosophy —_theater

—— 1900- L. — communications — industry — politics/government ____ transportation

- — invention ’ S : = * ___ other (specify)
Specific dates 1879 Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Crozer mansion is only one: of two out of the. original 7 Crozer
residences still remaining and is one of the few estates still within the
Delaware County area in which a major portion of its outbuildings are still
standing and are in reasonably good condition. It is the only Crozer
residence still in existence that is primarily constructed of wood, in that
Netherleigh is predominately a granite structure.

The Crozer mansion, grounds, and remaining outbuildings are extremely fine
and authentic examples of a Victorian way of life that has virtually dis-
appeared from the American scene. This particular estate (especially the
main house) is also an excellent example of a type of Victorian architecture
which was popular at the time of its construction and is now gradually
becoming. extenct: The John P. Crozer II estate, along with the still
remaining mills and worker houses which can still be found at the lower
end of Upland borough, clearly depict what 1life was like between the mill
entrepreners and workers during the early era of our nation's industrial
history. As mentioned previously, Upland is one of the few remaining
boroughs in the country where a vast majority of these buildings remain
relatively unaltered and as such, are an invaluable visual link with the

past.

John Price Crozer II, purchased the land on which his mansion was to be
built from William Maris in early October of 1879. Work on the mansion was
begun later that year with the said estate QEXEEE been completed early

in June of 1880. T

Shortly after work was begun on the mansion, young John Crozer married
Elizabeth Stager Warder, the daughter of a prominent Philadelphian physician,
on January 29, 1880. The couple had four daughters later born to them, all
of whom were raised on the aforementioned property. They were, Margaret
Warder Crozer (born June 18, 1882), Josephine Crozer (born November 27, 1887)
Abigail Crozer(born January 7, 1890), and Elizabeth Warder Crozer (born
(born August 11, 1893). The last duaghter) Elizabeth Warder Crozer, was so
sentimentally inspired in relation to her growing up years at the mansion
estate in Upland that she later wrote a book entitled HOME, which clearly
depicts the life of her family, the Crozers, during those early years.

The book also gives extensive knowledge and insight into the very important
and essential role the Crozer family has played in the founding and develop-
ment of this town called Upland, which has historically been determined to
be the oldest borough in the state of Pa., having originally been foundegd
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as "Cheshire" by William Penn and his friend Caleb Pusey in 1683. In
actuality, the earlier name for "Cheshire", second settlement in Pa. had
been "Upland", so named by the Swedes in memory of their old homeland.
When William Penn arrived in the early 1680's, he changed the name to
"Chester", the chief city of "Cheshire".

When John Price Crozer Senior (John Price Crozer the II's grandfather)
purchased 66 acres of land for his mill industry in March of 1845, he
gave the area back its original (earliest original) name, "Upland".

The land on which Upland presently sits(ﬁgﬁ}bought by Crozer from a man
by the name of John W. Ashmead, upon which also was contained the now
nationally famous Pusey House and surrounding estate. It was the Crozer
family that actively recognized the unique historic nature of this site
and were particularly instrumental in its preservation up until the death
of the younger John P. Crozer Jr. (the II) in 1926.

In the year 1846, John P. Crozer Senior built his- first No. 1 Cotton Mill
in Upland along with several stone home dwellings for his employed mill
workers. In April of 1847, Mr. Crozer finally moved from his former
residence in Crozerville to the new mansional &state he had recently
built in Upland where he was to remain. Later that year, in January of
1847, John Crozer's son Samuel A. Crozer (father of John P. Crozer II

and brother of George Knowles Crozer whose Netherleigh estate has just
recently been placed on the National Register and is presently under-
going historic rejuvenation), became a partner with his father and

chief manager of the mill.

Anthony F. C. Wallace says of John P. Crozer Senior in his book, Rockdale:
The Growth of an American Village in the Industrial Revolution: '"Among
the 8 mill owners and manufacturers, there were 4 men who might be called,
if not lords, at least the oligarchy of the Rockdale manufacturing
district: John P. Crozer, Daniel Lammot, Richard S. Smith, and Samuel
Riddle. They owned much of the land, operated the major mills, had most
of the money, and-perhaps more important than anything else-controlled
access to the sources of money, information, and political influence
outside Rockdale itself. The most prominent of these by far was John
Price Crozer, who owned 2 of the mills, West Branch and Crozerville.
Crozer was a man of English and Huguenot descent, in his mid-fifties,

and extremely wealthy. He had recently expanded his enterprises to
include a new mill at Upland, downstream on the outskirts of Chester,

and now lived there in a new mansion with his family and servants. His
son Samuel was in immediate charge of operations in the Rockdale district
and Crozer himself took charge of the Upland development (till January

of 1847 when Samuel assumed management of Mill No. 1 in Upland also).
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Crozer was proud of being a self-made and largely self-educated man, a
local farmboy from the county who had by toil and inflexible determin-
ation made his fortune. Crozer was a Baptist and had recently become
intensely religious; devoting much of his time to religious causes and
he regarded himself as God's steward, managing his mills and mill hands
and his wealth for the advancement of community.'" pp. 16 & 17.

Upon John P. Crozer Senior's death in 1866, Samuel A. Crozer completely
assumed his father's former position in the mill industry, as well as

‘ his aspiring philanthropist duties within the Upland community. This
most essential and important leadership role was later handed down to
John P. Crozer II when his father, Samuel A. Crozer passed away on June
28, 1910. Mr. John P. Crozer II was also elected as President of the
Upland Borough Council for the purpose of filling his fathers vacancy
and is also credited with the building and donation of anp elite Club
House for the community mill residents, which is now know as Upland
Municipal Building. The 1912 structure was a maverick in its day, fully
equipped with two bowling alleys, a swimming pool, billiard tables, one
kitchen, and even modern toilet facilities.

Not only did the younger John P. Crozer build and create the Upland
Athletic Association and its Club House (still active at present day),
but he is also remembered for his enthusiastic support and founding of
Upland Ball Park and its sports teams. This 1mportant and essential
role filled by Mr. Crozer 1s clearly depicted in an excerpt from the
book, HOME, which was agaln,»wrltten by his daughter, Elizabeth Warder
Crozer T A well remembered picture is that of father on his horse down
at the park, eagerly watching a baseball game. Oh yes, we went too;
but this was one of his gpecial interests,-just as the new building was,
and any good amusement that gave the people of the village pleasure was
always a pleasure to him. I can see him plainly, when I think of those
games. There he sits, astride his horse, easily able to see over any
bystanders head, his reins dropped on the neck of his steed, his arms
folded, a perfect picture of ease and grace, and his merry eyes twinkl-
ing as he watches the game. Behind him are the tall green trees, and
on either side are the crowds of onlookers, while he sits there watch-
ing the game. Here is an illustration of all he did, and continually
was doing for the villagers; for by him were the games made possible,
by him was the interest in the games kept up. At the far end of the
ball park was the club house he had built, with its wide doors, and
home-like restful lines, a very picture of all that he and his works

stood for. How wise he was to give the people play as well as work"
pp 96 and 97.
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A generous, kind, and religiously devout man, John P. Crozer II was
deeply devoted to his mill workers and{tood ‘an active interest in
Upland's community affairs. In addition to the mill industry, his
sponsorship of the Athletic Association, and many other various civic,
charitable, and community activities, John Crozer was also an avid

dairy farmer (his large stock and dairy farm was at one time the original
farm property of William Penn, having once been located where the Toby
Farms Housing Development now stands%, gardener (there were in the past,
several large greenhouses and acres of flowers, vegetables, etc., which
shared the same land where now only his mansion and its few outbuildings
stand), and horse breeder (many of his horses were famous blue ribbon
winners in national competitions).

The undauntable heritage of the Crozer family is still very much in
evidence within the Upland community, as the Crozer's were an extremely
philanthropic family. Some of the present day institutions that the
Crozer's have founded are: (1) the now famous Crozer Chester Medical
Center in Upland, which boasts of being one of the finest health centers
on the east coast, (2) Upland Ball Park which in its day sponsored some
of the best sports teams in the erea (even Babe Ruth's team is recorded
to have played one of Upland's teams and lost to them), (3) the Upland
Municipal Building mentioned previously (now renamed MacQueen Hall),
(4) the historical Upland Baptist Church built in April of 1851 that
has served generations of borough families and is still in active use
today, (5) Mill #1 and Mill #2 which were instrumental in providing
financial support for the borough of Upland as well as supplying a
means of livelihood for the families that made their homes in the
community (many of these homes were built by the Crozer's for the
puyﬁose of comfortably housing the mill workers and their families),
as _firm believers in the procurement and advancement of education for

“all borough citizens, the Crozer family was extremely influential in
the building and funding of the first Upland schools that offered free
public education to all community children, irregardless' of their
particular class of social standing, beginning with the construction of
the Race Street schoolhouse in 1849, (7% and lastly, the Crozer
Theological Seminary (now relocated in Rochester New York) where the
late Martin Luther King studied.

First founded as a Normal School in September 1858, the grounds and
buildings (particularly 0ld Main) were later loaned by John P. Crozer
Senior to the federal government for use as a military hospital during
the Civil War beginning in June of 1862. This historic structure has
also recently been placed on the National Register for its protection
and preservation. Finally, in 1868, the buildings and grounds were
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redesignated as the Crozer Theological Seminary in memory of its
founder, John P. Crozer Senior.

Although there were originally 7 of the Crozer mansions in the small
borough of Upland, regrettably, only 2 still remain to this day, along
with one manor home. They are the George Knowled Crozer Netherleigh
Mansion (presently undergoing historic restoration) and the John P.
Crozer II Mansion located at 900 Main Street, Upland, which is
presently being operated as an apartment building by its latest

owner, Dr. Robert Smith. The remaining manor home, located on 6th
Street in Upland (directly across from the Netherleigh Estate) was
built by George Knowles Crozer as a wedding present for his daughter,
Sdra Levis Crozer, and was once known as the Robert Page House (her
husband's name). It was later converted to a nursing home until state
-regulations for such facilities forced its closing.

e g
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Crozer, Elizabeth W. Home. Chester, Pa.: By the author, John Spencer
of Chester, Pa., 1913, pp. 11-105. An admirable biography written by
the late Elizabeth Warder Crozer, daughter of John P. Crozer, II which
bears testimony to her growing up years at the said property.

"The construction of the John P. Crozer, II Mansion." The Chester Times,
17th and 24th October 1879, DCT, and Friday 30th January, and Friday
18th June, 1880, CDT.

,Sthith, Hy. V., ed. Chester and Vicinity. Chester: Pa., 1914, p. 111.

Ubland, Pa. Personal library of Rev. David A. Macqueen. Personal
letters of Abigail Cheyney, wife of Samuel Aldrich Crozer, mother of
John P. Crozer, II, to her son, Samuel Aldrich Crozer, Jr. 18 April
and 23rd May, 1880, and 9th, 14th, 16th May, 10th June, 28th February,

1880.

Upland Centennial Committee Members. History of Upland 1683-1969 on
the 100th Anniversary of the Borough Incorporation. Glen Riddle,
Pa.: The Country Press, 1969, pp. 32-7k.

Wallace, Anthony F. C. Rockdale: The Growth of an American Village in
the Early Industrial Revolution. New York, New York: Press of
Alfred A. Knopf, 1978, pp. 16-17.
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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

historic | JOHN P. |CROZER II MANSION
{ S,

Allcutt Property

and/or common

2. Location

street & number

900, 922, 924, 926 Main Street

___ not for publication

city,town  Upland ___ vicinity of congressional district 7
state Pennsylvania code 4D county Delaware code O45
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____district ____ public X occupied ____agriculture ____ museum
_X_ building(s) _X_ private ____unoccupied _X commercial ____park
____structure ____ both ____work in progress ____educational _X _private residence
. ____ site Public Acquisition Accessible ____ entertainment __religious
____ object ____in process _X_yes: restricted ____government ___ scientific
X being considered ___ yes: unrestricted —industrial ____ transportation
____no — military — other:
4. Owner of Property
name Dr. Robert Smith
street & number 1420 Locust Street, Academy House Apartments
city,town Philadelphia ____ vicinity of state.  Pennsylvania
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Delaware County Courthouse
street & number West Front Street
city, town Media state  Pennsylvania
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Pennsylvania Inventory of
title g3istoric Preservation has this property been determined elegible? ___yes __no
date 9-7-79 ___ federal X __state _county ____local
depository for survey records Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission
city,town  Harrisburg state Pennsylvania




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
—excellent ____ deteriorated ____ unaltered _X _original site
X good —___ruins X __ altered ___moved date
____fair ____unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Mansion: Building of the main house began in October of 1879 the entire
structure was completed by early June of the following year, 1880. Con-
structed wholly of prime 1mported California redwood, the mansion stands
three stories (approx. 48'8" in height) and is still located at its original
site.

The present- roof-has been covered with a type of tin metal, painted red, and
there are five brick chimneys visible, one of which is in serious disrepair.
Four large Victorian gables in addition to nine smaller Victorian window coves
(inlayed with gingerbread) create a kind of ravine effect within the roofing
structure and one brick chimney wall located on the far northwest corner of
the house vertically spans the entire 3 stories.

Located'on ‘the first floor of this grandiose Victorian structure are 2 large
bay windows, the one situated on the back west side of the house consists of
2 smaller windows measuring 1. 66':" wide by 6.83'3" high. In the center of
these 2 smaller windows is one larger window measuring 4.0' wide by 6.83'%"
high, also, ten large redwood pillars with some minimal amount of 19th
century glngerbread spindle design, support the front porch and majestically
flank the main entranceway.

A3 story one room addition was added onto the southwest corner of the
mansion in 1907 (adding an approximation of 16.41' to the back end of the
structure) as a private study area for Mr. Crozer (the first floor only).
However, the additions' exterior appearance has been expertly matched with
the general overall appearance of the rest of the house. (The exact date
of this addition was discovered penciled into the second floor wall of the
building by a couple who were repainting their apartment recently).

Windows: There are a total of 61 windows visible from the exterior walls of
the John P. Crozer II mansion. The majority of these windows are surrounded
by a wooden border painted green, at the top of which is displayed an ornate
Victorian hand crafted design, excepting the smaller white window gables
located on the roof whose designs are of the Victorian spindle wood variety,
and also excepting some smaller french latticed windows situated on the
third floor of the structure.

The average sized green bordered windows (note: all windows have been
measured with the exclusion of their borders) measure approx. 3.08' wide

by 5.58' high. The larger gabled window coves measured roughly 3.16' wide

by 5.41" high on thé average, which included some of the white border around
them (these windows were especially difficult to measure due to their location
and I suspect that in actuality they are probably smaller than the average
sized green bordered windows). The small three storied french latticed -
windows were not measured due to their height.
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On either side of the exterior red brick fireplace wall mentioned
previously is one large Victorian green bordered window, each measuring
3.5' and +" wide by 7.83'%" high. Finally, situated on the first floor
at the eastern front of the building are K large "floor to ceiling"
windows of Victorian design measuring 3.0' 3/4'" wide by 9.50'%" high.

Doors: There are a total of 4 entranceways into the main house. The
large front (double) door located on the east side of the mansion measures
approx. 4.83'4" wide by 9.66'4" high.

A side door located on the south side of the building measures approx.
2.58'" wide by 8.5'4" high. Lastly, there are also two back doors
located on the west side of the house, the one doorway giving entrance-
way into the newer addition part of the structure measures approx.

3.0' wide by 8.75'4" high. The other original back doorway again
"approx." measures 3.08'3" wide by 9.75'3" high.

Exterior Architectural Features: The entire John P. Crozer mansion
measures approx. 61.83'1" wide by 45.66' 3/5" lengthwise. The large
white building with hand crafted green trim clearly depicts a grandiose
Queen Victorian architectural style, quite popular during the time of
its construction in 1879. Many of the doors and windows are decoratively
laden with ornate wooden spindle and gingerbread design, which blend to-
gether to give the structure an air of majestic royalty. At one time
many gardens surrounded the estate now only remnants of what once was
still remain (i.e. an authentic stone grape arbor situatéd on what is
now the adjoining DiMaio property outlined in green on the survey map
submitted and several other remaining stone fixture pieces bearing
evidence to what once was). Fortunately, many of the original and
imported plants and trees are still very much in evidence on the present
estate grounds, which is a minor miracle in itself.

For its extensive age, the John P. Crozer mansion is in remarkably good
condition - much of the redwood that the building was originally con-
structed from has hardened and almost petrified itself. However, the
property's present owner has not contributed to its upkeep consequently
much decay is now in progress. In addition to badly needing repainted,
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several of the boards on the porch floor are beginning to crack and
warp. Also, in one top corner of the north section of the house, a -
strip of wood about 2 feet long has rotted away where the wall meets
the roof, causing a large crack on the inside wall of one third floor
apartment due to seeping rain water.

The mansion is in dire need of extensive roof and chimney repair (one
brick chimney in particular has almost completely crumbled away), and
several rain spouts need replacing. On the porch, some of the
Victorian gingerbread designs have begun to fall from the pillars,
though fortunately -they are not irreparable.

On the more positive side, the John Crozer mansion has had reasonably
good care and upkeep from its other previous owners as well as having
a firm, solid foundation which will hopefully (with some improved care)
enable it to be with us for many more years to come.

Interior Architectural Features: Although the mansion was split up into
8 individual_apartment units several years ago, (2 apartments on the
first floor and 3 apartments on the second and third floors), 80% of
the original interior structure of the building has remained authenti-
cally intact.

All 6 of the original ornate tiled, hand painted, and wood carved fire-
places still remain intact and in good condition (this includes the one
that was added on the first floor of the addition in 1907). However,
the wood carved and mirror mantel to the family room hearth was taken
out and kept by a previous owner fortunately, its present whereabouts
is known.

There are four fireplaces located on the first floor of the house, -
one in the former dining room, one in what used to be the formal
parlor, one in the former family room, and the last one is located

in the newer addition which used to serve as Mr. Crozer's study. The
remaining two fireplaces are located on the second floor, one in Mr.
Crozer's old bedroom and the other in what is believed to have been a
former child's nursery or sitting room just off of Mrs. Crozer's
private room. The third floor is completely void of any fireplaces,
although it is believed that the older children's rooms were located
here.
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As mentioned previously, much of the exterior frame of the mansion was
constructed of imported California redwood. Various interior aspects

of the building were constructed of five basic wood grains - White Oak,
Black Walnut, Mahogany, Cherry, and Pine. The ornate winding staircase
and carved railings, banisters, etc., were created from White Oak along
with the main hallways. Much of the base board trim was also done in
White Oak, although the large double doors in the main entranceway on
the first floor, in addition to the sliding wooden doors located in
various other parts of the house, were constructed of both the White
Oak and also Bfack Walnut. The former parlor located on the first floor
of the structure is composed entirely of the same Black Walnut. In
addition to these woods, both the former Crozer nursery sitting room up-
stairs and family dining room situated on the main floor were derived
from top quality mahogany. A Cherry wood laden vestibule Jjust inside
the back entranceway to the mansion along with an exposed beam ceiling
in the ,adjoining former Crozer family room, does serve to bring an air
of nobv/1lity to the historic residence.

Most of the floors inside the main house were made of tough Pine wood
with White Oak base board trim. Internal ceilings are relatively high
(I would venture somewhere in the neighborhood of 15' to 18' as a rough
estimate). Also, the view out of a few of the windows located on both
the north west and south west sides of the structure has been somewhat
obscured by the past addition of two separate fire escapes years ago.
(note: originally all of the major sized green trim windows had external
green shutters latched to the sides of the building which have long
since been removed, although there have been a few found in storage in
and about the grounds).

In conclusion then, although the internal framework of the John P.
Crozer II mansion has been modified somewhat (a number of years ago)

in order to adequately house 8 separate apartment units, (i.e. - two
back stairways have been blocked off and made into closets, additional
bathroom and kitchen facilities have been added, and a few half walls
installed), the authentic charm and home like qualities of the building
has remained relatively unscathed. In short, the apartments have been
well modified to the original context of the house so that many of the
special historic structural ch%;acteristics have been retained.



FHR-8-300A
(11/78>
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

John Crozer Mansion, Delaware County

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7/ PAGE 5

All of the structure's original heavy wooden doors with their intricately
designed brass (?) knobs have been preserved; including the original
hallways and 3 storied winding staircase. Many of the original lighting
fixtures (now electrified from gas), wooden cabinets, a few furniture
pieces, and ornate glass windows on the stair landing have remained
relatively unaltered. All fireplaces are preserved, even the original
wooden water tower under the roof has survived! A few other novel items
that have been discovered in and about the property are the original
copper name tags on the water pipes in the cellar of each Crozer family
member (whichever pipe fed water to that particular family members bath-
room, had that specific person's name on it), several pieces of old

farm equipment, and the original J.P.C. gate emblem recently found in
the old Spring House.

Carriage House: Is still located at its original site behind the mansion
but has been modified more extensively than any of the other estate out--
buildings. The structure currently houses 3 separate apartment units

and has had at least three different additions, including one overhanging
roof added onto it throughout the past several decades. It stands two
(possibly 23%) stories in height and is constructed almost entirely of
wood (green trim doors and windows again st a white horizontal plank
background like the main house) except for a small back cinder block

and brick addition forming parts of two separate additions (most of the
bricks have been painted white though much of the cinder block is bare).
Fortunately, they are located at the far north west corner of the build-
ing.

Two older additions were added much earlier to the Crozer carriage house,
one on the northern end and one at the opposite southern end. Each were
constructed wholly of wood, the southern addition added a double swing-
ing door to the left side (if one is directly facing the front of the
structure), the northern addition added a double sliding door to the
right end of the structure. On the northern additions' side a small

red brick room with one door and small chimney were also added which

may have possibly been used as a smoke house at one time.

The southern addition part has especially altered the exterior appearance
of the carriage house in that the south side has had some green aluminum
siding added to it and a flight of steps go over part of the addition to
the second floor apartment where two windows and a door have been added.

Also, one large picture window has been added to the western back of
the building, along with 3 windows and a door. The lower half
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of the back of the structure has also been partially covered with the
same kind of green aluminum paneling. The northern addition mentioned
previously connects with the brick and cinder block corner of the
building and has two added (newly added) green trim windows on the
second floor.

The eastern front end of the carriage house also has a very small
picture window which has been added to the second floor and a garage
roof was added a while back for the purpose of protecting cars from the
weather. The sides of this small garage port were constructed out of
multi-glass paned walls from the former green houses which are sadly,
no longer in existence. There are no multi-glass paned walls on the
north side of this partition however.

In spite of all the alterations that have been made to the carrlage
house, approx. 70% of its original external authenticity remain. The
top second story portion of the building consists of 3 large Victorilan
gables, one on the north side, south side, and front east side of the
structure. Intricaf@@fdecorating each one of these gables is a great
deal of lacy, original Victorian gingerbread design. Also, at the top
focal center of each gable peak is one original multi-paned window
surrounded by green trim.

Located on the first floor of the eastern side of the carriage house
(inside the overhanging garage addition) are the two original green
trimmed doors, one double swinging door, and one double sliding door.
The original green house multi-glass paned walls are also present, along
with some antique cherry storage cabinets on the other far end side of
the enclosure and the original cobblestoned entranceway, has miracuously
survived!

Barn: Still located at its original site (directly behind the carriage
house), the barn of the John P. Crozer estate stands 24 stories high.
The first 2 stories of the structure were created out of quarry stone
(later whitewashed), whereas in contrast, the top half story of the
building was constructed of overlapping shlngles on both its north and
south sides (the half story on loft of the barn is only visible from
these 2 vantage points.)
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Located on the south wall under A-shaped eaves 1s one original center
multi-paned window, directly under this window is an original double
door with a criss-crossed farm design. To the left of this door on
the first floor is another original single door with the same type of
design. A flight of wooden steps added later and blocking the bottom
single door does give access to the double door entranceway on the
second floor. To the bottom right of these steps is yet still another
double door bearing the same criss-cross farm design.

The back west side of the Crozer barn has four evenly spaced, multi-
paned windows (each of the 4 windows has 16 glass panes?. There is one
original multi-glass paned window visible from the first floor, the

rest have been covered over by a small garage like addition (constructed
solely of wood) that was added on to the building many years ago though
it was not part of the original barn structure. Part of this addition
has been covered by more up to date gray tile shingles, the rest has
been painted white. The entranceway to this addition has been covered
by a large modern metal garage door.

The north side of the barn also has a large multi-paned glass window
directly under its A-shaped eaves and located in the center of the
half story exactly like the window on the south side of the building.
Covering the remaining authentic windows and doors on this side (save
for one small multi-paned window to the right on the first floor and
one multi-paned window that is visible from the back of the first
addition), is yet a second o0ld wood addition that has been bricked and
stuccoed over in order to house 2 small apartment units. An additional
cinder block room was also added on to this part of the structure.

On the east front of the Crozer barn, the second story has four evenly
spaced multi-glass windows, just like the previously mentioned west side
of the structure (again, the half story is not visible from this side).
Two large original multi-paned glass windows and one large double criss-
cross design door, still remain on the first floor inside of a porch like
overhang that is largely created from glass pane remnants of the former
Crozer greenhouses. The right side of the front largely includes the
stuccoed addition which extends itself far beyond the original building
structure. On the left side of the barn's front is another small
enclosure constructed I believe of wood which is generally used to store
things in.
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In spite of the fact that several small additions have been added on

to this outbuilding, which has consequently somewhat altered its
original external rectangular appearance, all of the additions are of

a temporary nature and therefore could easily be removed for restoration
purposes, should such an occasion arise.

Trophy House: Is believed to have been built later than the rest of
the buildings, but only slightly later than the rest of the structures
on the John P. Crozer estate for the purpose of storing the family's
national horse competition awards along with various other trophies and
paraphenalia. The one storied trophy house i1s constructed entirely of
verical wood boards with wood stripping (green window trim against a
white background), and has a flat roof.

The front (south side) of the box-like structure consists of one bay
window (added later) to the left of the center door and one small green
trimmed window on the right. A small shingle porch overhang also juts
out from the roof. Both the east and west sides of the building have a
sit of green trimmed windows and the back (north) end of trophy house
has one center door, one jealousy window to the right of that door,

and two green trimmed windows to the door's left. Although the
structure is currently being utilized as a single apartment unit, it

has been well maintained and cared for. I believe that a few windows may
have been added that were not originally a part of the building however,
the exterior appearance of the apartment is approx. 80% authentic.

Spring House: ©Still stands at its original site, slightly northeast

of the main house. Building is shaped like a square block and has
somewhat of a cone type roof. It is approx. one story in height and

is ‘entirely constructed of wood (green trimmed windows against a white
background). The front of the structure faces west and exhibits one
central double door with the familiar criss-cross design while the rest
of its three sides that face the north, south, and east have one central
double window with multi-glass panes ( a total of 16 minature panes on
each side). The spring house has always been used for storage con-
sequently. It is in good condition. Its exterior authenticity is very
near 100% original and its interior originality is very close to 90%
authentic.
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Green Houses: Are no longer in existence except for those pieces that
have been added to the carriage house and barn.

Root Cellar: Is presently at its original site and although its A-

shaped roof is only one story in height, a flight of steep stone steps
lead to a small earthen underground room. The structure was created
entirely of wood and only has one latch door facing north (there are no
windows to my knowledge). Its exterior and interior original authenticity
is very close to 100%. While it is still standing, the root cellar is
only in fair condition and is slowly declining.

Ice House: Is still at its original site but only the firm foundation
of built-up solid rock still remains.




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion

_1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic _____conservation — law ____science

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____ economics —_literature ___ sculpture

__1600-1699 _X_architecture ___ education ___ military ____social/

— 1700-1799 ___ art ___engineering — music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 ___ commerce —exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

——1900- ~ ___ communications ___industry — politics/government ____ transportation
: ____invention ' = _ other (specify)

Specific dates 1879 Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Crozer mansion is only one of two out of the original 7 Crozer
residences still remaining and is one of the few estates still within the
Delaware County area in which a major portion of its outbuildings are still
standing and are in reasonably good condition. It is the only Crozer
residence still in existence that is primarily constructed of wood, in that
Netherleigh is predominately a granite structure.

The Crozer mansion, grounds, and remaining outbuildings are extremely fine
and authentic examples of a Victorian way of 1life that has virtually dis-
appeared from the American scene. This particular estate (especially the
main house) is also an excellent example of a type of Victorian architecture
which was popular at the time of its construction and is now gradually
becoming extjnct. The John P. Crozer II estate, along with the still
remaining mills and worker houses which can still be found at the lower
end of Upland borough, clearly depict what 1life was like between the mill
entrepreners and workers during the early era of our nation's industrial
history. As mentioned previously, Upland is one of the few remaining
boroughs in the country where a vast majority of these buildings remain
relatively unaltered and as such, are an invaluable visual link with the
past.

John Price Crozer II, purchased the land on which his mansion was to be
built from William Maris in early October of 1879. Work on the mansion was
begun later that year with the said estate - completed early

in June of 1880.

Shortly after work was begun on the mansion, young John Crozer married
Elizabeth Stager Warder, the daughter of a prominent Philadelphian physician,
on January 29, 1880. The couple had four daughters later born to them, all
of whom were raised on the aforementioned property. They were, Margaret
Warder Crozer (born June 18, 1882), Josephine Crozer (born November 27, 1887),
Abigail Crozer(born January 7, 1890), and Elizabeth Warder Crozer (born
(born August 11, 1893). The last davghter, Elizabeth Warder Crozer, was so
sentimentally inspired bg her years at the mansion
estate in Upland that she later wrote a book entitled HOME, which clearly
depicts the life of her family, the Crozers, during those early years.

The book also gives extensive knowledge and insight into the very important
and essential role the Crozer family has played in the founding and develop-
ment of this town called Upland, which has historically been determined to
be the oldest borough in the state of Pa., having originally been foundegq
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as "Cheshire" by William Penn and his friend Caleb Pusey in 1683. 1In
actuality, the earlier name for "Cheshire'", second settlement in Pa. had
been "Upland", so named by the Swedes in memory of their old homeland.
When William Penn arrived in the early 1680's, he changed the name to
"Chester", the chief city of '"Cheshire".

When John Price Crozer Senior (John Price Crozer the II's grandfather)
purchased 66 acres of land for his mill industry in March of 1845, he
gave the area back its original (earliest original) name, "Upland".

The land on which Upland presently sits were bought by Crozer from a man
by the name of John W. Ashmead, upon which also was contained the now
nationally famous Pusey House and surrounding estate. It was the Crozer
family that actively recognized the unique historic nature of this site
and particularly instrumental in its preservation up until the death
of the younger John P. Crozer Jr. (the II) in 1926.

In the year 1846, John P. Crozer Senior built his No. 1 Cotton Mill
in Upland along with several stone home dwellings for his employed mill
workers. In April of 1847, Mr. Crozer finally moved from his former
residence in Crozerville to the new - . estate he had recently
built in Upland where he was to remain. Later that year, in January of
1847, John Crozer's son Samuel A. Crozer (father of John P. Crozer II

and brother of George Knowles Crozer whose Netherleigh estate has just
recently been placed on the National Register and 1s presently under-
going historic rejuvenation), became a partner with his father and

chief manager of the mill.

Anthony F. C. Wallace says of John P. Crozer Senior in his book, Rockdale:
The Growth of an American Village in the Industrial Revolution: "Among
the 8 mill owners and manufacturers, there were 4 men who might be called,
if not lords, at least the oligarchy of the Rockdale manufacturing
district: John P. Crozer, Daniel Lammot, Richard S. Smith, and Samuel
Riddle. They owned much of the land, operated the major mills, had most
of the money, and-perhaps more important than anything else-controlled
access to the sources of money, information, and political influence
outside Rockdale itself. The most prominent of these by far was John
Price Crozer, who owned 2 of the mills, West Branch and Crozerville.
Crozer was a man of English and Huguenot descent, in his mid-fifties,

and extremely wealthy. He had recently expanded his enterprises to
include a new mill at Upland, downstream on the outskirts of Chester,

and now lived there in a new mansion with his family and servants. His
son Samuel was in immediate charge of operations in the Rockdale district
and Crozer himself took charge of the Upland development (till January

of 1847 when Samuel assumed management of Mill No. 1 in Upland also).
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Crozer was proud of being a self-made
local farmboy from the county who had
ation made his fortune. Crozer was a
intensely religious; devoting much of
he regarded himself as God's steward,
and his wealth for the advancement of

Upon John P. Crozer Senior's death in

and largely self-educated man, a
by toil and inflexible determin-
Baptist and had recently become
his time to religious causes and
managing his mills and mill hands
community." pp. 16 & 17.

1866, Samuel A. Crozer completely

assumed his father's former position in the mill industry, as well as
his aspiring philanthropist duties within the Upland community. This
most essential and important leadership role was later handed down to
John P. Crozer II when his father, Samuel A. Crozer passed away on June
28, 1910. Mr. John P. Crozer II was also elected as President of the
Upland Borough Council for the purpose of filling his fathers vacancy
and is also credited with the building and donation of an elite Club
House for the community mill residents, which 1s now knownas Upland
Municipal Building. The 1912 structure was a maverick in its day, fully
equipped with jtwo bowling alleys, a swimming pool, billiard tables, one
kitchen, and even modern toilet facilities.

Not only did the younger John P. Crozer build and create the Upland
Athletic Association and its Club House (still active at present day),
but he 1s also remembered for his enthusiastic support and founding of
Upland Ball Park and its sports teams. This important and essential
role filled by Mr. Crozer 1is clearly depicted in an excerpt from the
book, HOME, which was written by his daughter, Elizabeth Warder
Crozer: "A well remembered picture is that of father on his horse down
at the park, eagerly watching a baseball game. Oh yes, we went too;
but this was one of his gpecial interests, just as the new building was,
and any good amusement that gave the people of the village pleasure was
always a pleasure to him. I can see him-plainly, when I think of those
games. There he sits, astride his horse, easily able to see over any
bystanders head, his reins dropped on the neck of his steed, his arms
folded, a perfect picture of ease and grace, and his merry eyes twinkl-
ing as he watches the game. Behind him are the tall green trees, and
on either side are the crowds of onlookers, while he sits there watch-
ing the game. Here is an illustration of all he did, and continually
was doing for the villagers; for by him were the games made possible,
by him was the interest in the games kept up. At the far end of the
ball park was the club house he had built, with its wide doors, and
home-like restful lines, a very pilcture of all that he and his works

stood for. How wise he was to give the people play as well as work"
pp 96 and 97.
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A generous, kind, and religiously devout man, John P. Crozer II was
deeply devoted to his mill workers and tooK an active interest in
Upland's community affairs. In addition to the mill industry, his
sponsorship of the Athletic Association, and many other various civic,
charitable, and community activities, John Crozer was also an avid
dairy farmer (his large stock and dairy farm was at one time the original
farm property of William Penn, having once been located where the Toby
Farms Housing Development now stands%, gardener (there were in the past,
several large greenhouses and acres of flowers, vegetables, etc., which
shared the same land where now only his mansion and its few outbuildings
stand), and horse breeder (many of his horses were famous blue ribbon
winners in national competitions).

The undauntable heritage of the Crozer family is still very much in
evidence within the Upland community, as the Crozer's were an extremely
philanthropic family. Some of the present day institutions that the
Crozer's have founded are: (1) the now famous Crozer Chester Medical
Center in Upland, which boasts of being one of the finest health centers
on the east coast, (2) Upland Ball Park which in its day sponsored some
of the best sports teams in the area (even Babe Ruth's team is recorded
to have played one of Upland's teams and lost to them), (3) the Upland
Municipal Building mentioned previously (now renamed MacQueen Hall),
(4) the historical Upland Baptist Church built in April of 1851 that
has served generations of borough families and is still in active use
today, (5) Mill #1 and Mill #2 which were instrumental in providing
financial support for the borough of Upland as well as supplying a
means of livelihood for the families that made their homes in the
community (many of these homes were built by the Crozer's for the
purpose of comfortably housing the mill workers and their families)e

As firm believers in the procurement and advancement of education for
all borough citizens, the Crozer family was extremely influential in
the building and funding of the first Upland schools that offered free
public education to all community children, regardless of their
particular class of soclal standing, beginning with the construction of
the Race Street schoolhouse in 1849, (7% and lastly, the Crozer
Theological Seminary (now relocated in Rochester New York) where the
late Martin Luther King studied.

First founded as a Normal School in September 1858, the grounds and
buildings (particularly 01ld Main) were later loaned by John P. Crozer
Senior to the federal government for use as a military hospital during
the Civil War beginning in June of 1862. This historic structure has
also recently been placed on the National Register for its protection
and preservation. Finally, in 1868, the buildings and grounds were
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redesignated as the Crozer Theological Seminary in memory of its
founder, John P. Crozer Senior.

Although there were originally 7 of the Crozer mansions in the small
borough of Upland, regrettably, only 2 still remain to this day, along
with one manor home. They are the George Knowles Crozer Netherleigh
Mansion (presently undergoing historic restoration) and the John P.
Crozer II Mansion located at 900 Main Street, Upland, which is
presently being operated as an apartment building by its latest

owner, Dr. Robert Smith. The remaining manor home, located on 6th
Street in Upland (directly across from the Netherleigh Estate) was
built by -George Knowles Crozer as a wedding present for his daughter,
Sara Levis Crozer, and was once known as the Robert Page House %her
husband's name). It was later converted to a nursing home until state
‘regulations for such facilities forced its closing.
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The John P.Crozer II Mansion is a well preserved example of a
large 19th century mansion house. The structure, built in 1879,
combines architectural features of ictorian gothic and Queen
Anne styles, in its varied shingle types and bracketed and
decorated eaves.and porch. It contains fine workmanship in its
style and decorative features. . The structure is typfZical of the
period, when most of the larrer mansion houses were adaptations
of gothic and Queen Anne styles. Its l,ar&€$¥?ﬁé§ular massing,
use of varieus types of wooden shingles, articulated chimneys
and decorative.brackets make the Crozer Mansion a fine example
of the period. . '

Its association with the Crozer family makesthis structure _
important locally. The €rozer family helped to found the community
of Upland and were instrumen&al in the development of the area and
community through the construction add operation of their mills.
The house toda¥ still. portrays the association and feeling of the.
late 19th céntury mansion and industrialist. :

. ®
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Crozer, Elizabeth W. Home. Chester, Pa.: By the author, John Spencer
of Chester, Pa., 1913, pp. 11-105. An admirable biography written by
the late Elizabeth Warder Crozer, daughter of John P. Crozer, II which
bears testimony to her growing up years at the sald property.

"The construction of the John P. Crozer, II Mansion." The Chester Times,
17th and 24th October 1879, DCT, and Friday 30th January, and Friday
18th June, 1880, CDT.

Smith, Hy. V., ed. Chester and Vicinity. Chester: Pa., 1914, p. 111.

Upland, Pa. Personal library of Rev. David A. Macqueen. Personal
letters of Abigail Cheyney, wife of Samuel Aldrich Crozer, mother of
John P. Crozer, II, to her son, Samuel Aldrich Crozer, Jr. 18 April
ag% 23rd May, 1880, and 9th, 14th, 16th May, 10th June, 28th February,
1380.

Upland Centennial Committee Members. History of Upland 1683-1969 on
the 100th Anniversary of the Borough Incorporation. Glen Riddle,
Pa.: The Country Press, 1969, pp. 32-74.

Wallace, Anthony F. C. Rockdale: The Growth of an American Village in
the Early Industrial Revolution. New York, New York: Press of
Alfred A. Knopf, 1978, pp. 16217.
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2.

Northeast side of mansion as it exists
today in 1979,

ocr 4 Starr Taylor &
| e X 2
88y Frank Williams
Photographers

DEC 18 1979
L 231980

L=\

John P.Crbzer IT Mansion
Delaware County

PD: 1979 /7
PC: S.Taylor, F.Williams

PV: Northeast side of mansion
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John P.Crozer IL Mansion
Delaware County

PD: 1979
PC: S.Taylor, F.Williams
PV: front porch of Mansion(east)

¥

4.

Front porch of Crozer mansion (east
side) 1979.

Oy Iy Starr&'l‘ aylor
: GED Frank Williams
Photograpners

DEC 18 1978
JUL 231980
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John P.Crozer II Mansion
Delaware Count
nty ;;é

29. A
Picture of the 0ld Root Cellar on the left
and the old Ice House foundation remains
on the right, 1979. These two structures
are located across from the barn.

¢h> John Parent &
4 Frank Williams

o
% Photographers

DEC 18 1978

JuL 2 3 1980
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John P.Crozer II Mansion
Delaware County

7

28,
Front (west) side of the former Spring House
located near the north side of the estate's
Main House, 1979.
John Pareant & Frank Williams

Oy | Photographers

0 249

DEC 18 1979

JuL 2 3 1980
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John P.Crozer II Mansion
Delaware County

Y7

25.
Southeast (front) side of the former Crozer
barn located directly behind the Carriage
House, 1979. The building remains pretty
much as it did in the last century. Note the
small garage-like enclosure in the front of
the structure.

7 Frank Williams & John Parent
ga, Photographers.

DEC 18 1979

JUL 23 1980






John P.Crozer IT Mansion
Delaware County é/
7

26.
Back (west) side of stone barn, 1979. Windows

on the second floor are original although
the older wooden addition was added a while

ago. (on 25t Flor ),

John Parent and Frank Williams
Opy Photographers

10’%

DEC 18 1979






Johm:‘?)zer' ITI Mansion
Delaware County

% 21.
Front east side of the Crozer estate's
old Carriage House with gingerbread
gable, 1979. Note exterior garage addi-

tion -authentic doors and windows are in-
side.

00;»1 i
04%” John Parent and Frank Williams

Photographers

035&13 B0
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JOHN P. CROZER II MANSION
DELAWARE COUNTY

JUL 2 3 1980



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION
WILLIAM PENN MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES BUILDING
80X 1026
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17120

May 5, 1980

Lynn Beebe

National Register

Dept. of the Interior, HCRS
440 G Street NW

Washington, DC 20243

Dear Lynn:

Enclosed are two nominations which we are resubmitting
for your review. We have tried to answer your questions
concerning their significance. I hope this meets your

approval and will shortly be placed on the National Register.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Msan

Susan M.Zacher
National Register Coordinator
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE PENNSYLVANTA

JL 23 1980

Date Entered

Name Location

Butler House West Chester
Chester County

Twentieth Century Club of Lansdowne Lansdowne
Delaware County
Crozer, John P. 1I, Mansion Upland
1 — Delaware County
Kelly, Amos, House : Cambridge Springs
Crawford County
 Swigart's Mill Hanover vicinity
York County
Nutting Hall Pine Grover

Schuylkill County

Also Notified

Honorable Richard S. Schweiker State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Henry J. Heinz, III Mr. Ed Weintraub

Honorable Richard T. Schulze Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Honorable Robert W. Edgar Commission

Honorable Marc L. Marks P.0. Box 1026

Honorable William F. Goodling Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Honorable Gus Yatron

NR Byers/mjd 8/6/80

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



John P.Crozer II Mansion
Delaware County
Verbal Boundary Description

Yy 8 1980
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-8 " BEGINNING at a cut marking an angle point on the Nesterly side of Miin Street
kL - _:between 9th Street and 10th Street in the said Borough of Upland; thence the Westerly
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