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1. Name 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 319 Market Street 

city, town Harrisburg _ vicinity of congressional district 

state Pennsylvania code 4-2 county Dauphin 

3. Classification 
Category 
_ district 
~ bulldlng(s) 
_structure 
_ site 
_ object 

Ownership 
_ public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_ in process 
_ being considered 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_x_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
~yes: unrestricted 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
~commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

name Goldberg, Evans Katzman, ATTENTION: Paul Ziegler 

street & number 319 Market Street, P. 0. Box 966 

_ not for publication 

17 

code 04-3 

_ museum 
_ park 
_ private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city, town Harrisburg _ vicinity of state Pennsylvania 17108 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dauphin County Courthouse 

street & number Front & Market Streets 

city, town Harrisburg state Pennsylvania 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Pennsylvania Inventory 

title of Historic Places has this property been determined eleglble? _ yes _ no 

date 1-24--80 _ federal ~state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission 

city, town Harrisburg state Pennsylvania 



7. Description 

Condition 
_ excellent 
i good 
_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _E_ altered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
L_ original site 
_ moved date ___________ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Located on Market Street, Harrisburg's major commercial thoroughfare, 
the William Seel Building is on a corner lot between a large state 
office building and seve ral small run down commercial establishments. 
It is a narrow four story four bay building constructed of brownstone 
and brick. The c. 1950's enameled metal storefront has been removed 
to reveal the original brownstone. Two very elegant arches were 
uncovered, but the original storefront is no longer extant. The 
original storefront was recessed approx imately 4 11 to 611 back from 
the outside faces of the brownstone. Plug holes and paint line 
tracts of the original storefront are visible on the jambs and 
soffits of the arches. 

The brownstone below the second floor level has never been painted, but 
it has 1been de.f.a'c1ed .somewhat by the storefront attachment. Large 
brackets were located above the first floor corners, but only the bases 
remain. The brownstone above the second floor has been painted. Windows 
above the first floor consist of large one over one sash with single 
pane transoms above. The banks of windows are separated at each story 
by ornamental recessed panels. 

The building is surmounted by a handsome overhanging cornice, supported 
by corbels and large ornamental brackets at the corners of the front 
and side facades. The sides of the building are brick except for the 
brownstone arch. and pilasters on the alley facade. Stucco was recently 
applied to the three upper floors on the alley facade. 

r. 
Very little remains of the original interior. Some vestiges of the 
original tera zzo floor q~e visible, and there are some remains of the 
original pressed sheet metal ceiling and cornice. 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
~ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 
_ agriculture _ economics 
___!__architecture _ education 

_ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ law _ science 
_ literature _ sculpture 
_ military _ social/ 

_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_x_ commerce 
_ communications 

1912-13 

_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy 
_ Industry _ politics/government 
_ invention 

Builder/ Architect 

_ theater 
_ transportation 

' _ other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The William Seel Building is one of the few remaining early 20th century 
brownstone commercial buildings in downtown Harrisburg. Many of its 
counterparts have been demolished, or are threatened with demolition in 
the near future. This building has been purchased by a local law firm, 
which plans to restore the brownstone exterior and rehabilitate the 
interior. 

The building was constructed between 1912 and 1913 by Wiliiam Seel,- a 
local merchant. It replaced a one-story frame house. At first, the 
building housed "Waller and Seel Wines and Liquous" but in 1919 Seel 
leased the building to the Kinney Shoe Corporation. The Kinney Shoe 
Store opened by February of 1920, and remained in the building until 
the decline of the Harrisburg commercial district in the 1970's. William 
Seel owned the building until his death in the early 1970's, at which 
time it was given in trust to the Sylvan Heights Home for Orphan Girls, 
Inc. and Paradise School, Inc. 

The building is representative of the type of c0m'rrle·r~cial aFC.h.~it-ecture 
once common in Harrisburg, but now becoming increasingly rare. As the 
two historic photographs illustrate, the building has largely maintained 
its integrity while its neighbors have suffered from the pressures of 
urban renewal. It is a handsome example of early, 20th centu..ry commercial 
architecture. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

1 o. Geographical Data 

ACREAGE MOT V~R'F!ED 
UlM NOT VER~FIED 

Acreage of nominated property __ • 0_6 _____ _ 
Quadrangle name Harrisburg West, Pa. 
UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1:24,ooo 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

See Continuation Sheet 
. \ . 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Bassett 

organization PHMC date 

street & number P. O. Box 1026 •· · , telephone 

cltyortown Harrisburg state Pennsylvania 17120 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

_ national _ state ~local 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In the National Re lster and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Herlta C ~s tlon and Recre Ion Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

ED WEINTRAUB 
tWe Director, Office of Historic Preservation date l 6 'v I ?tu 

For HCRS UH only 
I hereby certify that this property 11 Included In the N•tlon•I Register 

date I 'Z- 5 S' 6 

Atteat: d•te 
Chief of Regl1tr•tlon 

GPO 938 83~ 
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C O M M O N W E A L T H O F P E N N S Y L V A N I A 
P E N N S Y L V A N I A H I S T O R I C A L A N D M U S E U M C O M M I S S I O N 

W I L L I A M P E N N M E M O R I A L M U S E U M A N D A R C H I V E S B U I L D I N G 

B O X 1 0 2 6 

H A R R I S B U R B , P E N N S Y L V A N I A 1 7 1 2 0 

October 21, I98O 

Mr. Jerry L. Rodgers 
Actmng Keeper 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
hkO G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 202^3 

Dear Mr. Rodgers: 

Enclosed for your review and consideration for placement 

on the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places are the following 

18 properties. 

I f you have any questions or need additional information, 

please l e t me know. 

Sincerely yours, 

Susan M. Zacher 
National Register Coordinator 

Office of H i s t o r i c Preservation 

Enclosure 

SMZ/tlg 

. V V NATIONAL 
V - \ REGISTER 

y 



Property 

Dr. Joseph Leidy House 

Princeton Club 

Franklin Hose Company #28 

John Shedwick Development 

Easton House 

William Jacob Heller House 

J. M. Landis/Souder & Crouthamel Building 

Cold Point H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Anthony Morris House 

Comerford Theater 

Graff's Market 

Fisher-Brand Commercial Building 

Springer House 

General Wayne Inn 

The Armory (New Brighton) 

G.A.R. Building 

B e l l H a l l 

William Seel Building 

County 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

Northampton 

Northampton 

Montgomery 

Montgomery 

Montgomery 

Luzerne 

Indiana 

Franklin 

Fayette 

Chester 

Beaver 

Dauphin 

Dauphin 

Dauphin 

DEC 3 


