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1. Name 

historic River Bend Farm 

OCT 1 / Wzp 
3 • 9"r-::J 

and/or common 

2. Location 
tJ...fvt ~ · 1 "Ristor p .,, 

I n / • /""' IC reservation 
• D. ' 

No+ S iJr! /,,.;1 
street & number Sana tog! ' Road, 

.S '"' C:::+ y v·, a.., 
city, town East ove ntry 'l'own.sl:i.if' _ vicinity of congressional district 

state Penna. code 42 county Chester 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
_ district _public _x_ occupi~d _ agriculture 
_x_ building(s) _x_ private _ unoccupied _ commercial 
_structure _ both _ work in progress _ educational 
_ site Public Acquisition Accessible _ entertainment 
_object _ in process _x_ yes: restricted _ government 

_ being considered _ yes: unrestricted _ industrial 
_ no _ , military 

4. Owner of Property 

name Dr. & Mrs·. George F. Gowen 

street & number River Bend Farm, R. D. , Sana toga Road, 
Twsp. 

1980 

_ not for publication 

5 ' 

code O 29 

_ ·museum 
_park . : 
-1l private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_ other: · 

city, town Pottstown, _ vicinity of East Coven try state Pa. , 19464. 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Chester County Court House 

street & number High Street, 

city, town West Chester, state Pa. , 19380 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Historic Place s 

title Pennsylvania I n ventory of has this property been determined elegible? _ yes _ no 

date 11/ 26/79 _ federal L state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records Pennsylvania Historical and Hus e um Commission 

city, town Ha rrisburg state Pe n nsylvania 







8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_x_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_ 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture _ religion 
__!_ archeology-historic _ conservation - law - science 
_ agriculture _ economics --X- literature - sculpture 
_x architecture _ education - military - social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy - theater 
_ communications _ industry _x__ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific datesHouse c. 1765-70 Builder/An:hitect John Hiester 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Schuylkill River is the northeast boundary between Chester and Mont­
gomery counties for 25 miles. It is singularized by three great looping bends 
between Pottstown and Phoenixville which create fingers of valuable land known 
as 'points'. River Bend Farm is part of one of these points. As the name 
suggests, it lays in the crook of a long, lazy bend. It had been a favorite 
point to the local Indians because its particular shape made it possible to 
drive the numerous wild turkeys into its underbrush and into trap-pens or 
snares prepared for them. This gave rise to the name "Turkey Point" - a name 
carried on today by the farm across the road which was part of the original 
purchase. 

The first record of purchase was November 28, 1763, when the Casdorp fam­
ily bought 600 acres including the entire point from Thomas and Richard Penn. 
Henry Casdorp was a shipwright in Philadelphia. His sister, Jane, had married 
Joseph Allen, a cabinetmaker of note in the city. Henry's brother, Jacob, 
lived on the family farm in Bedminster, Bucks County, with their spinster 
sister, Mary. These five people, plus Henry's wife, Elizabeth, bought Turkey 
Point for £600. It proved a good investment. Joseph Allen advertised it 
four months later, in the Pennsylvania Gazette: 

."To be sold by the subscriber, a commodious tract of land, lying 
in Coventry Township, Chester Co., commonly known by the name of 
Turkey Point, containing 600 acres bounded on theRiver Schuylkill 
on which it is very pleasantly situated and is well known to be as 
good a piece as any in said township. There are two plantations e­
rected thereon, under good fence and well timbered with about 10 
acres of meadow already made and a large quantity more may be made. 
It will be sold together or divided to suit the purchaser. For fur­
ther particulars enquire of the subscriber,living in 2nd St. near 
the corner of Spruce St." 

"Joseph Allen" 3/1/1764 

The CasdorEs sold to Michael Hillegas and Francis Winey on May 23, 1764. 
They paid .£"2400. 

The cleared land and "two plantations' indicate that the Point was occu­
pied before the Casdorps purchased, unless the three Casdorp men did a her­
culean job of improving the land in four winter months. Typical plantations, 
the houses were small and built of squared logs with simple animal shelters 
built of the same materials. Grapevine wound between uprights (posts) made 
excellent fence and good use of an abundant material. 

Hillegas and Winey seem also to have bought for investment. They were 
listed on the deed as 'merchants of Philadelphia and they kept the property 
only sixteen and a half months at which time (10/8/1765), they sold JOO acres 
to Daniel Hiester, a tanner of Sumneytown, (Philadelphia County, later Mont­
gomery County). This deed hangs in the halls of Perkiomen Preparatory School. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 
Beginning at a point just northeast of the railroad line ~ at Sanatoga Road 
and continuing northeast along Sanatoga Road 500'; thence northwest 436'; 
then 'southwest 500'; thence southeast 436' to the place of beginning. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepa·r.ed By 

name/title Estelle Cremers for French & Pickering Creeks Conservation Trust 

organization (above) date 10/5/79 

street & number Box 360, R. D. # 2 telephone (215) 469-6287 

city or town Pottstown, state Pa. , 19464 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is : 

_ national _ state L local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the H · Co e v tion Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

SD W3INT.{AUB , Hi storic 
title pr - r t . n date 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property Is Included In the National Register 

~o(6~A 
date 

GPO 938 8 35 ~ ---






































