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1. Name 

historic rWILLIAM(^ERGUSON FARM 

and/or common 

2. Location f ^ J^U-A. "nfin^ 

received QCT 9 1979 

date entered 
379 

street & number Marshall J?oad not for publication 

city, town Glen Moore .AAJL^ X vicinity of congressional district 1^ 

state Pennsylvania code 42 county Chester code 029 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip S ta tus Presen t U s e 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
X bullding(s) X private unoccupied commercial parlc 

structure botli work in progress educational private residence 
site Pub l i c Acqu i s i t i on A c c e s s i b l e entertainment religious 
object In process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
3C no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Albert M., Jr. and Barbara L. Greenfield 

street & number Marshall Road 

city, town Glen Moore vicinity of state Pennsyl vania 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Chester County Courthouse 

street & number Market and High Streets 

city, town West Chester state Pennsylvania 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Pennsylvania t̂ventory of Historic Places t'̂ 's property been determined elegible? yes 

date June 18, 1979 federal xx state county _ 

no 

local 

depository for survey records Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 

city.town Harrisburg state Peimsylvanin 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Ch/eck one 
. excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 

X good ruins jC altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The William Ferguson Farm contains a variety of interesting structures. There is a main house, 
a residence made from the former carriage house and granery, and a tenant house. A massive bamyard 
wall still remains, as do the ruins of an early house. 

The main hous was built in two sections, the first around 1741, the second around 1830. There 
is also a small extension to the rear. The earlier section, measuring 46 feet by 35 feet and facing southwest, 
is a 2i story structure, 6 bays wide by 2 bays, in the Georgian style of architecture. Constructed of 
rubble coursed fieldstone with quions, it has been stuccoed in some areas. The gable roof, covered by 
asphalt shingles, has a boxed comice. An interior double-wide brick chimney with a corbeled cap is 
found in the eastern gable; an interior plain brick chimney is found in the roof's southem slope near 
the western edge. Almost all the windows on the first and second floors are double hung sash and are 
6 over 6 lights. The smaller attic windows in the gables are 3 over 6. The main entrance currently 
has a recessed panelled door; very simple trim surrounds the sidelights and multi-paned transom. A 
bulky transom bar extends over the sidelights. The bottom 2/5 of the sidelights have recessed panelling 
to match the main door instead of glass. A one-story porch in front of the house was probably added 
in the late 1800's. It covers the center four bays and measures 8 feet by 27 feet. The supports for the 
shed roof are squared wooden pillars with recessed panels. 

The rear extension measures 23 feet by 21 feet. The same architectural style of the main section 
is used with the exception of a shed roof. The western elevation is 2i stories high, and the eastem 
elevation is 2 stories high. The interior brick chimney has brick corbeling. The basic purpose of the 
extension was to house servants and fieldhands. 

The only other addition is a small one-story frame extension with a shed roof. Measuring 7 feet 
by 17 feet, the narrow side is attached to the northern elevation of the main house, while the bnger 
side is attached to the eastern elevation of the extension. 

The current residence was converted in 1957 from a carriage house and granery. The eastem 
half was the carriage house. Constructed of heavily mortared rubble coarsed fieldstone, it is one story 
high. The medium-pitched gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles and has a plain cornice. A central 
interior square chimney has an extended covered flue. Windows are six light .casement and are flanked 
by panelled shutters. 

The western half of the structure was the granery. It is two stories high; the first story is stuccoed 
while the second story has horizontal siding. The windows, doors, roof and cornice are the same as 
the other half of the structure. 

The stuccoed stone tenant house has characteristics of both the Georgian and Federal periods 
of architecture. The details of the windows are features of the Georgian period, while the smooth facade 
and placement of windows are reminiscent of the Federal period. 

The main house is 22 stories high and is 2 bays long and 2 bays wide. The medium pitched, tin-
covered gable roof has an interior plain chimney. Windows are double hung sash, 6 over 6 lights, and 
have panelled shutters on both floors of the front facade. Trim is plain, the final touch of this section 
is the picket fence in front of the building. 

A two story extension to the rear is also stone and has features similiar to the main house. The 
stone is exposed rather than entirely stuccoed. 
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Remaining structures include evidence of an earlier bam and house. An imposing mbble coursed 
bamyard wall now encloses a swimming pool. This wall is supported by enormous buttresses. The 
second remnant of the ruin is the only remaining conicla column support from the forebay of the 
ha^n. The final remnant is the 2 story storage building built on the bam ruins.. 

The fieldstone ruin has deteriorated, recessed mortar, rubble coursed walls. A few of the wooden 
pegged window frames have survived. It seems to have been an early residence, because the size 
is too large for even a 2 story spring house and too small for any type of mill. The window openings 
also warrant it being an early residnece. The construction date of about 1730 is an educated historical 
conclusion based on past research experience in this geographical area. Descendents of William Penn 
wanted to maintain the area as Springton Manor until 1750. They were successful in removing some 
of the original settlers. Since the Ferguson family did not arrive until 1741, it is probable that the 
ruins are remains of a first family settlement removed by the Penn proprietors. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape archi tecture-?- religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _j£_ architecture education military social/ 

_X 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
J C _ 1800-1899 commerce JC-_ exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

1900- communications industry _ X _ politics/government transportation 
Invention other (specify) 

Specific dates C. 1741; 1830/nLins^ jjJl^iltlerlArchitect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The William Ferguson Farm has seen a great variety of events and housed various owners of national 
religious and local political historical significance. A later owner, Edward Hunter, was one of the founders 
of the Church of the Latter Day Saints. Another owner, John Cornog, was quite influential in local 
affairs. The architecturally significant ruins date from an even earlier period than that of William 
Derguson. The stmctures now on the Farm are also good examples of an early agricultural settlement. 

The earliest settlers of the area were probably Eupopean squatters living on land owned by the 
descendents of William Penn. These descendents wanted to maintain the land as Springton Manor until 
1750. The ruins are probably the remains of one of these early settlers who was removed by the Penn 
proprietors. 

The farmhouse and tenant house are good examples of early architectural styles. William Ferguson, 
the first owner, had a prosperous farm. M the Chester County tax lists he is reported to have 50 acres 
in 1769; this increased dramatically to 210 acres in 1771. 

People from throughout the country make pilgrimages to this farm because it was the home of 
Edward Hunter, one of the founders of the Church of the Latter Day Saints. Mr. Hunter purchased 
the farm in 1827. He built a school house called West Nantmeal Seminary, on his property, which was 
open to all sects for worship on Slmday. 

Later Mr. Hunter heard about a new sect, the Mormons, who were worshiping in the southern part 
of the county, and he got in contact with them. Joseph Smith, the leader of the Mormons, held services 
at the Seminary after 1839, and Mr. Hunter opened his home to all Mormons. Financial contributions 
were made by Hunter to the development of the Mormon church. 

Edward Hunter was a great influence in the community and had many followers. To this day, 
the area surrounding the farm is called Mormon Hollow. After Hunter permantly left the area, he became 
a High Priest in the church, and then a Presiding Bishop on April 7, 1851. Today, the "William Ferguson 
Farm" is considered worthy of a shrine by the Church of the Latter Day Saints. 

A later owner of the farmstead was John Cornog, a local political leader. West Nantmeal Township 
was a large township which needed to be divided for more efficient administration. Cornog led the 
protest not^ to separate the area into two different political subdivisions, a feud that eventually involved 
the state legislature. 

Cornog was also involved in the construction of the East Brandywine and Waynesburg Railroad. 
The company was incorporated by an act of the Pennsylvania legislature on April 29, 1854. Farmers 
along the proposed route objected to the creation of the railroad, feeling that it would spoil their land. 
Gradually, subscription of $97,000.00 were received, and Cornog was elected president of the company 
on May 9, 1860. The railroad was completed August 28, 1861. The track went througb Comog's land. 
One of the ten stations between Downingtown and Honey Brook was known as Cornog, and still is known 
as that today. 

The farm has been host to a number of early settlers and prominent personage. It has significance 
in the areas of architecture, exploration & settlement, politics & government and particularly religion. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 

UTM MOT VhWHED 10. Geographical Data 
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Quadrangie name SEE CONTTNUATION SHEET 
UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1:24,000 
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Ve rba l boundary desc r i p t i on and jus t i f i ca t ion 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 

Lis t a l l s t a t es and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

| p r state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Jane L.S. Davidson / Brenda J. Reigle 

organization / PHMC date August 16, 1979 

street & number Box 96, RD #2 / Box 1026 telephone (215) 942-3616 

city or town Glen Moore / Harrisburg state Pennsylvania 

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state x local 

As the designated State IHistoric Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth bvlbeHentage Gcmservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

Office or Historic Preservation 
title ED WEINTRAUB, D i r e c t o r 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is Included in the National Register 

Keeper of the Na^ r ta l Register 

date 4 v / o / y o 

Attest date A|7ul 
Chitf o f i tstiaiian 

G P O 938 8 3 5 
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Cadbury, Olive. "The Ferguson - Hunter Farm called 'Delight'". 
Manuscript, Wallace Township Historical Commission, Glen Moore, PA 

Cadbury, Olive. "Wallace Township History". Manuscript. Wallace Township Historical Commission, 
Glen Moore, PA 
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County , PA National Archives, Washington D,C, 

Recorder of Deeds. Chester County Courthouse, West Chester, PA 

Township, road, and election district docket books. Clerk of Quarter Sessions, Chester County 
Courthouse, West Chester, PA 

Wallace Township Historical Commission. Wallace Township: Born of Controversy in 1852. Glen 
Moore, PA: 1977. 

.0.. 
Whitney, D.F. "Edward Hunter, 1793-1883". The Contribution, Utah 34, Vol. 6, April 1885. Church 

of the Latter Day Saints Genealogical Library, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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DOWNINGTOWN, PA Zone 18 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Starting a a point 687.5 feet west of the intersection of T 424, Chalfont Road; Legislative Route 

15052, Little Conestoga Road; and Legislative Route 15152, Marshall Road, thence north ninety 

degrees, 875 feet to a point; west ninety degrees, 1000 feet to a point; south ninety degrees to the 

north side of Marshall Road or Legislative Route 15152, 875 feet; south eight degrees east, 100 

feet; east ninety degrees to the place of beginning. 

Containing approximately 22,3 acres more or less drawn out of the decided 213.4 acres. 
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HISTORIC RESEARCH ASSOCIATES Box 96 - RD 2 
t Glen Moore, Pa. 19343 
march 24, 1980 Telephone942-3616 

Wis. Lynn Beebe 
National llegister of Historic Places 
440 "G" Street, N.W. 
Washington, 0. C. 20243 

Dear Lynns 

Please find enclosed the "Justification of Boundary" 

statement for the William Ferguson Farm. It is located 

in Chester County, Pennsylvania and is currently being 

revieiued for placement on the National Register. 

If you have any questions, please call me at the above 

telephone number, or at my office in Oouuningtouin, Area Code 

215, 269-D344. I'm sending a copy of the Justification of 

Boundary statement to Susan Zacher in Pennsylvania's 

Office of Historic Preservation. 

Sincerely yours, 

JE L. 5. OAWIDSDN 
HISTORIAN AND PRESERVATIONIST 



THE r',u:, 

DATE r:"":i 

i i - i O i . . . . ^ . : i . : . . : . 

INFORMATIVE f/iATERlAl. C 

TELEPHONE CALL (ATTAClit 

PATE 'CT'"!'] T'"";^ 



William Ferguson Farm 

Justification of Boundary 

The proposed parcel contains the largest concentration 

and most significant collection of structures from the original 

farm of several hundred acres. These tuuenty-tuio acres from 

the original tract have remained associated with the histor­

ical significance of the William Ferguson family in the eight­

eenth century. The acreage has also been in continuous agri­

cultural use since its patent mhich was granted by the William 

Penn heirs. 

Cartographically, the perimeter of the application war­

rants the current size, in order to have all structures within 

the boundaries. Finally, the visual impact of the structures 

within the prescribed area is continuous. 



U.S. DEPARTMEm OF THE IMTERIOfl 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 
1 

T I M E O F C A L L 
A M 
P M 

1. CALL 1 1' TO; | 1 cnoM (Hmma) 2. AODRES* (Tml. No. U ntmdmd. 

a . S U B J E C T , P R O J E C T N O . . E T C . 

4. D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N i 

^ O M l i ^ c a X ^ ^-^W- ^CLCKI^V |̂ .̂ Liwvu> UuJx/)^ 

N A M E o r P C K S O N P L A C I N a / N C C E l V I N O C A L L T I T L E 

FHR-8-227 

June 1978 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE PEINNSTLVANIA 

Date Entered APR 1 0 1980 

Name Location 

0 Ferguson, William, Farm 
Garmanla Tumvaraln Building 

Dlmallng Hocal 

Badford County Covarad Brldgaa Thamatle 
Basoureaa 

MlffllnbuTf Hiatoric District 

61an Moora vicinity 
Chastar Gounty 

Laneastar 
Laneastar Gounty 

Claarflald 
Claarflald County 

Badford County 

Mlffllnburg 
Union County 

Also Notified 

Honorable H. John Heinz, III 

Honorable Richard S. Schvelkar 
Hoiwrable Bobert S. Walker 
lonorabla William F. Cllnger, Jr. 
Honorable Bud Shuster 
Honorabla Allan E. Ertel 

Stata Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Ed Weintraub 
Pennsylvania Historical & Musetan 
Conadssion 

P.O. Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

NR Byers/bjr 4/21/80 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401, 


