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1. Name 

historic CAMBRIA COUNTY J A I L 

and/or common 

2. Location 

For HCRS use only 

received ^ftR 2 4 1980 

date entered jy^ 3 0 B 

street & number North Center and Sample Streets not for publication 

city, town Ebensburg . vicinity of congressional district 12 

state Pennsy lvan ia code h2 county Cambria code J 021 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip S ta tus Presen t U s e 

district X public X occupied agriculture museum 
2 ^ building(s) private unoccupied commercial paric 

structure botli work in progress educational private residence 
site Pub l i c Acqu i s i t i on A c c e s s i b l e entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted ^ government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military otiier: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Cambria County c/o County Commissioners 

street & number South Center S t r e e t 

city, town Ebensburg vicinity of state Pennsy lvan ia 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courtiiouse, registry of deeds, etc. Cambria County Courthouse 

street & number South Center S t r e e t 

city, town Ebensburg state Pennsy lvan ia 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Pennsylvania Inventory 

titie of H i s t o r i c Places has this property been determined elegible? yes . no 

date 11/28/79 federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records Pennsy lvan ia H i s t o r i c a l & Museum Commission 

city, town H a r r i s b u r g state Pennsy lvan ia 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

X good ' 1 ruins X altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Cambria County J a i l , completed i n I872, i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s h i s t o r i c 
and governmental association with the growth and development of Ebensburg 
and Cambria Coimty, Pennsylvania. 

Architect Edward Havlland designed the j a i l i n Gothic Revival s t y l e . The 
contractor was William Callan from Ebensburg who was also known for 
building private residences i n the Johnstown area and the County Home, or 
County Poor House, as i t was called i n the la t e 19th century. 

The romantic Gothic Revival i s a popular style for public buildings since 
i t presents a sense of s o l i d i t y of character. The Cambria County J a i l 
i s made of cut sandstone and the width of the o r i g i n a l structure i s 56' 
by 100' i n length and i t has a height of 60'. The j a i l i s surrounded by 
a 20' wall,, also made of cut stone, which connects with the structure 
at the front. 

The v e r t l c a l i t y of the j a i l and rough-faced masonry relates a sense of 
mass and gives an imposing appearance. This was the obvious f e e l i n g the 
architect wished to translate; the j a i l as an Inescapable and impenetrable 
f o r t r e s s . 

The most obvious d i s t i n c t i o n of the facade i s the pointed drop arch 
windows and pointed arched p o r t a l . The windows are grated with steel 
bars on the outside and adorned with a simple pattern of tracery formed 
by twin wooden arches within the main arch of the window. Battlements 
and buttresses are located on the corners_of the stone walls. 

A tower surmounts the central p a v i l i o n of the o r i g i n a l building. I t 
was constructed for use as a reservoir to supply the j a i l with water. 

The structure - b u i l t i n I872 contains around 3^ c e l l s , a kitchen and dining 
room, parlor, baths and sleeping rooms for prisoners and the residence of 
the s h e r i f f . Floors are wooden and underlined with s t e e l plates. 
P a r t i t i o n s b u i l t between the c e l l s are of heavy stone masonry and there 
are four skylights on each side of the building. 

In 1910 an addition was b u i l t to the rear of the I872 sturcture i n the 
j a i l y a r d . The addition housed 206 more j a i l c e l l s along with a bakery 
and barber shop i n the basement. In keeping with the motif of the 
o r i g i n a l j a i l , the annex, b u i l t of f i r e d brick, displays heavily grated 
arched windows and a skylight pierces the apex of the plate roof. 

The new j a i l ' ' s c e l l b l o c k , put i n by Van Dorn Iron Works of Cleveland, 
Ohio, was regarded as the most modern use i n t i e r s of c e l l s i n the center 
of a large room. The advantage was that a guard could see into each 
c e l l as he walked around the perimeter of the block. The ce l l b l o c k i s a 
common feature i n state and federal i n s t i t u t i o n s but r a r e l y i s found on a 
county l e v e l . Along with the above mentioned improvements to the Cambria 

County J a i l an e l e c t r i c elevator was I n s t a l l e d which ran between the base­
ment and the top t i e r of c e l l s . 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_2L1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 

X 

archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architedlOHev ' • 

.art •444': 

. commerce 

. communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

: i—industry t , ; l . , r t j ; 
invention 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

J L politics/government 

. religion 

. science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Spec i f i c da tes 1 8 7 2 Builder/Architect William Callan/Edward Havlland 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Controversy surrounded the construction of the Cambria Coimty J a i l . Many 
Johnstown residents f e l t that i f the j a i l was b u i l t i n the c i t y , the 
county seat would then be moved to Johnstown. B i t t e r accusations and 
rebuttals were printed weekly between Johnstown and Ebensburg newspapers 
u n t i l the issue was set t l e d and the j a i l was erected i n Ebensburg where 
the county seat remained. 

A gallows was con 
of entertainment 
were public; the 
those holding an 
not receiving pas 
ing the j a i l . On 
the double hangin 
Both were convict 
to see the execut 

structed at 
for coimty 
s h e r i f f det 
admission t 
ses often s 
e of the mo 
g of Jacob 
ed of murde 
ions. 

the j a i l and hangings 
residents u n t i l 1909. 
ermined how many t i c k e t 
icket were admitted to 
at on nearby roof tops 
st spectacular hangings 
Hauser and Stephen F e l l 
rs and over 1,000 peopl 

were considered a source 
Before t h i s date hangings 
s were issued. Only 
the j a i l yard and those 
or on the wall surround-
i n Cambria Coimty was 
ows i n February of I9O6. 
e came by r i g and r a i l 

The l a s t hanging took place i n 1909- Hangings had ceased to be the spec­
tator sport they once were with only 20 people attending the l a s t . The 
method of execution was changed to electrocution at that time and moved 
to Rockview Penitentiary i n Beliefonte. 

The Cambria Coimty J a i l has been the scene of a wide spectrum of a c t i v i t i e s 
ranging from the execution of criminal offenders to the Implementation of 
criminal reform and education programs. These programs are very must a 
part of the contemporary philosophy of the j a i l ' s administration and of 
the county commissioners. 

The coimty j a i l has served the needs of the coimty and the c i t y of Johnstown 
by serving, for more than 100 years, as a holding and/or incarceration 
f a c i l i t y for coimty criminal offenders. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the Cambria Coimty J a i l displays a style t y p i c a l of the 
phllo s p h i c a l mood i n the U.S. during the l a t e r part of the 19th century. 
The use of Gothic architecture i n the construction of j a i l applies a 
very stern psychological Implication; that of strength, fortitude and 
mystery. These attitudes although very much part of the architecture of 
the R i v a l period was also reflectant within the society of the la t e 19th 
century. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet 

10. Geographical Data UTM_K! IFIED 
Acreage of nominated property I • 5 9 , LNUIV [RIF lED 
Quadrangle name E b e n s b u r g , P a . 
UMT References 
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Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and jus t i f i ca t ion 

See Continuation Sheet, 

L is t a l l s t a t es and c o u n t i e s for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 

name/title Mary Ann O'Donnell P a r f i t t 

organization Cambria Co. Redevelopment Authorlt^te 

street & number 101 North Center Street , telephone 8 1 ^ T - ! + 7 2 - 6 7 1 1 

city or town Pennsylvania state Pennsylvania . 15931 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

nationai state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nationai IHistoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Reaister and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth jtyttie-dt^itage Cdn^rvat ion and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

ED WEINTRAUB, Director 
titie Office of H i s t o r i c Preservation 

PHCRS use only 

date 3 / 1 0 / 8 0 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

nn '^'(hoshiL^ date 

date C A S T / ^ 

Keeper oi the National Register 

Attest: 

rhiMi Mf n> ui'nTnTfuii 
G P O 9 3 8 8 3 5 
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CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 1 

Caldwell, J. A., Atlas of Cambria Coimty, Pa.. Philadelphia: Atlas 
Publishing Company, I89O. 

Swetham, George and Smith, Helene. A Guidebook to H i s t o r i c Western 
Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1977-

Cambria Freemen, November 28, I869 and March 20, l87^. 

Nanty Glo Journal, "Cambria Prison Has Long, Colorful History", 
September 17, 1953-

Tribime Democrat, Wednesday, March 1̂ -, 1973 and February 1̂ -, I9O8, 
P- 3-

Cambria Coimty Assessment Office, Assessment Number 0^-0^—108 
Ebensburg, Pa. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

CAMBRIA COUNTY J A I L 

wm HCRS USE' m i y ' " 

R E c e i v E D | ^ ^ | isao 

DATE ENTEREO-

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE 2 

Description found i n Volume 30, page 76*+ i n the Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds i n the Cambria Coimty Court House, South Center Street, 
Ebensburg, Pennsylvania. 

The Description reads as follows: 

"Certain square of ground situated i n the West Ward of Ebensburg 
Borough, bounded and described as follows, to Wit; Bounded i n the 
East by Center Street, on the West by an A l l e y , and on the South 
by Sample Street. Said Square of ground being known on the Original 
plan of said Borough as i t appeared i n the Record i n Record Book 
Volume One page four hundred and nine as Square 17." 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered JUN 30 mo 

Name Location 

Caaibrla County Courthouse 

Caobrla Couoty Jail 

St. Stephen's Church 

Lord House 

Nelll-Hauran House 

Ebensburg 
Caabria County 

Ebensburg 
C«id>rla County 

Bradys Bend 
Armstrong County 

Lords Valley 
Pike County 

Philadelphia 
Philadelphia County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Richard S. Schweiker 
Honorable H. John Heinz, III 
Honorable John P. Murtha 
Honorable Joseph M. McDade 
Honorable William H. Gray, III 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Ed Weintraub 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission 

P.O. Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

NR Byers/mjd 7/11/80 

For further infonnation, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


