# 38-01-01 Name : Sauck's (Sachs) Covered.Bridge

Location: T326 Water Works Road Cumberland & Freedom Tgwnshigs

ce: Located in Gettysburg
gzg;r§one 18 SRRt i .5305190 Acreaae. National Military Park

Adams County Historical Society (JOO'fQOP)X(Hi3'+/O®=-' ‘

Stream:‘bﬁrsh Creek ' . 120" x &53’: §0§@«}q3)5QO:E°OG
Truss Type: Town ' :
Builder:
Year: c.1854- »
End Post to ’ '~ Road Surface _
End Post Length: 100 ft ~ Width: 15 ft. 4 in.
Clearance: K Load: closed to traffic \

Distinguishing Sauck's Bridge is unusual in that it is.one of

Features: Pennsylvania's few Town. truss covered -bridges and

the only one is. this area of the state. Its unusual
: . open sides are also unique to the state. During the
) . - Civdl War this bridge played an important part in
: the battle of Gettysburg. - . _

'C6ndition: Je o,

"At the time of the battle of Géttysburg this span was known as Sauches bridge. On

the night of July 3, 1863, General Robert E Lee took the major portion
of his army over this bridge when he retreated from the battlefieod after
the defeat of Pickett's Charge."

(From the Gettysburg Times, January 28, 19338)

The covered bridée was also used by Union troops during the Gettysburg Campaign. Tt

was on the route by which Rowley's Division of the Union lst Corps reached the
fie1d of battle. The brigades of Biddle & Stone, and Cooper's Battery crossed
the bridge over Marsh Creek on the morning of July 1, 1863 as they traveled
along Nunemaker's Mill Road, to Eiker's Mill Road, and proceeded to the Emmits-
burg Road. (Official Records, vol. 27, part 1, p. 326; Bachelder's draft troop
movement maps, first day's battle, GNMP archives; Chapman Biddle, The First

Day of the Battle of Gesttysburg. Philadelphia, 1880, p. 23) Humphreys' Division
of the U. S. Third Corps also crossed the bridge the late evening of July 1,
while en route to the Black Horse Tavern area. (Official Records, vol. 27, part
1, p. 531.) '

The John Sochs area was behind the Confederate lines during the last two days of the

Battle of Gettysburg and until the retreat of the Southern army July 4-5, 1863.
This whole area along Marsh Creek was used as an encampment area, a hospital

and burial area, a pasturage of the immense herds of cattle and horses accom-
panying the army; the bridge was therefore used by these men and aaimals of

the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia during the retreat from their position
to get to the Hagerstown Road via the Black Horse Tavern Road.
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