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A one-lung steam engine was used to pump water from the lade to a huge 
water tank on the second f l o o r of the main house. Because the family 
wanted to drink the water from the lake, the sewer l i n e s were 6 inch 
t e r r a cotta, running almost a quarter of a mile to land outside the 
Lacawac watershed. As a result of t h i s kind of precaution against 
contamination, the lake i s one of the least disturbed g l a c i a l lakes 
i n the region and was declared i n I968 the 86th Registered National 
Natural Landmark by the Department of the I n t e r i o r . I t has been 
described as the "southernmost unpolluted g l a c i a l lake i n the United 
States." Lacawac has also proved to be r i c h i n archaeological features 
and a r t i f a c t s . 

William Connell died i n 1909. I t was an arduous and dusty t r i p out to 
Lacawac i n those days, and running an establishment of t h i s sort was 
d i f f i c u l t . The Connell heirs were glad to s e l l the property to Col. 
Louis A. Watres and his family i n 1913-

Though r e l a t i v e s and friends of the Watres family used the property 
sporadically through the years. Col. Watres was l i t t l e attracted by an 
undisturbed natural setting. A man of diverse i n t e r e s t s , he had held 
a variety of elective o f f i c e s including state senator and lieutenant 
governor. He published the Scranton Truth and Scranton Republican 
newspapers. He organized an insurance company, a bank, a trust company 
and several t r a c t i o n companies serving the Lackawanna Valley. He also 
organized the Spring Brook Water Company, one of the main components of 
the present Pennsylvania Gas & Water Company. In the early years of the 
century, he recognized the Wallenpaupack basin as one of the f i n e s t 
reservoir sites i n the region, and organized the Pennsylvania, New York 
and New Jersey Power Company, to build the Wallenpaupack dam and power 
plant. Lacawac was one of hundreds of properties which had to be 
acquired i n order to flood the basin. Col. Watres' son, Col. Laurence H. 
Watres, for ten years the U.S. Congressman from Northeastern Pennsylvania, 
was Secretary and General Counsel for the Power Company, and did most of 
the l e g a l work of assembling the land holdings, abandoning of highways, 
cemetaries and so f o r t h . I t i s interesting to note that the Company 
did not have the power of eminent domain, and was obliged to bargain 
for every square inch of the land, a remarkable accomplishment even at 
the turn of the century. The Guaranty Trust Company of New York issued 
a $25,000,000 mortgage on the Wallenpaupack i n 1913) to enable the company 
to clear the s i t e and construct the dam and power plant. On completion 
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of the project, negotiations were opened when the Lackawanna Railroad 
for purchase of the f a c i l i t y , to e l e c t r i f y the ra i l r o a d across the 
Poconos. This negotiation broke down, however, and the f a c i l i t y was 
purchased by the Pennsylvania Power and Light Company, the present 
licence holder. 

In 1966, seeking to secure the Lacawac property from commercialization, 
i t was deeded to a non-profit corporation to be used for s c i e n t i f i c 
and educational purposes. An a f f i l i a t i o n was developed with the Academy 
of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia and the University of Pennsylvania, 
with increasing use by a large number of other colleges, u n i v e r s i t i e s , 
schools and the general public. Thousands of people have v i s i t e d the 
Sanctuary on i t s public tours. These educational rambles, encompassing 
the best scenic variety of the Sanctuary, feature a great d i v e r s i t y of 
inte r e s t : the geological past of the region; the human history, including 
the evidence of Indian occupation; the history of forestry; the ecology 
of the t e r r e s t r i a l and the aquatic environments at Lacawac. Of central 
interest to many of the v i s i t o r s , however, i s the 'big-house', represent­
ing as i t does a generous and vanished l i f e - s t y l e . 
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Owing to unregulated hunting, the deer herd of Northeastern Pennsylvania 
had been v i r t u a l l y eliminated by the beginning of the 20th century. 
William Connell re-established the herd by reintroducing deer from 
V i r g i n i a at the time he purchased Lacawac. He had b u i l t an immense 
deer fence, four miles around the property, of chestnut posts and wire 
mesh topped by several strands of barbed wire to contain the deer. 
The deer were fed i n the winter at the "deer house". Fragments 
of the fence remain. Since I966 the Lacawac Sanctuary has been 
o f f i c i a l l y dedicated to s c i e n t i f i c research and education, serving a 
score of colleges and u n i v e r s i t i e s and numbers of public school systems 
by programs of conservation education. Lacawac was designated the 86th 
Registered National Natural Landmark i n 1968, 
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Prominent Men of Scranton, Wilkes-Barre and V i c i n i t y by Dwight Stoddard, 
1906, William Connell: Page l 8 ; Col. Louis A. Watres: Page 67 

History of Scranton by Col. Frederick L. Hitchcock -- Lewis H i s t o r i c a l 
Pub. Company, New York City , 191^. William Connell: Vol. I , Pgs 92-93; 
Col. L. A. Watres: Vol. I I . , Pgs 188-191. 

P o r t r a i t & Biographical Record of Lackawanna County, Chapman Pub. Company, 
New York & Chicago, I897. William Connell: Pg. 135; Col. L. A. Watres: 
pg. 820 

National Cyclopedia of American Biography. Col. L.A. Watres: Vol. 28, 
pg. 375. 

Col. Laurence H. Watres. U.S. Congressman from the 10th Congressional 
D i s t r i c t , 1922-32, i s mentioned at the conclusion of the l a s t reference 
given for Col. L.A. Watres. 
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BEGINNING at an iron pin corner on the project l i n e of the Pennsylvania 
Power and Light Company and being a corner of lands of the Lakeland 
Associates property; thence along the said l i n e South 89 degrees and 
02 minutes West 9*5 feet; South 65 degrees and 21 minutes West 18̂ +.65 
feet. South 89 degrees and h2 minutes West 105.^ feet. North 77 degrees 
and 09 minutes West 266.6 feet. South 78 degrees and 07 minutes West 
77.3 feet, South 39 degrees and 15 minutes East 35.25 feet. South 87 
degrees and 36 minutes West 129 feet, South 80 degrees and -̂9 minutes 
West 131.7 feet, South 7*+ degrees and 3^ minutes West 326.8 feet. South 
32 degrees and 11 minutes West 287.1 feet, South 17 degrees and 46 
minutes West 111.3 feet. South 28 degrees and 56 minutes West 86.8 
feet, South 3^ degrees and I3 minutes West 238.2 feet, South 30 degrees 
and 38 minutes West I76.6 feet, South +̂6 degrees and 08 minutes West 
216.5 feet, West ^6 feet. South 72 degrees and -̂8 minutes West 88 feet. 
South 82 degrees and 11 minutes West IO3 feet, South 85 degrees and ̂+6 
minutes West IO8.3 feet. North 83 degrees and 55 minutes West 7 5 . f e e t . 
South 68 degrees and 22 minutes West 130.2 feet. South 86 degrees and 
ho minutes West 86.1 feet, South 83 degrees and 37 minutes West 278.7 
feet. South 72 degrees and 52 minutes West 166.^ feet and North h2 
degrees and 2h minutes West 22.05 feet to a corner; thence along lands 
of now or formerly the P.P. and L Company North h2 degrees and '57 
minutes West about 10^0 feet more or less to a pipe and stones corner 
103 feet North h2 degrees and 57 minutes West from the center of an old 
road; thence South 51 degrees and 25 minutes West 22^3.35 feet to a 
P.P. and L. Company monioment; thence North h2 degrees and 50 minutes 
West 2029.5 feet to a P. P. and L. Company monument; thence North 23 
degrees and kh minutes West -̂̂ -8.59 feet to an iron pin corner; thence 
North 56 degrees and 16 minutes West -̂6.̂ 8 feet to a corner; thence 
North 25 degrees and 30 minutes East 3588.75 feet to a corner; thence 
North ^0 degrees East 75^.05 feet to a stones corner; thence along 
lands of H. Cloos South 36 degrees East 1528 feet feet to a corner; 
thence North 51 degrees and 26 minutes East 500 feet to a stones 
corner; thence along lands of Lakeland Associates South 39 degrees and 
2h minutes East ^386.75 feet to the place of beginning. Containing 
1+61.55 acres of land more or le s s . The foregoing being a composite 
description made from the deeds hereinafter.^set^forth and not from an 
actual survey. The tract of land thus de^trlb^d j_g f o r t h on a 
map prepared by George E. F e r r i s . 
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The Lacawac structures are a fine collection of summer home-type 
structures more popular in the Adirondacks of New York and the 
Berkshires of Vermont, then in Pennsylvania. The rustic use of 
shingles i s reminiscent of the Shingle Style of Peabody and 
Stearns, Arthur L i t t l e and Henry P. Clark of Boston . Lacawac i s 
a well preserved example of this type of architecture not common 
in Pa. 

Owing to unregulated htmting, the deer herd of Northeastern Pa. had 
been f i r t u a l l y eliminated by the beginning of the 20th century. 
William Connell re-established the herd by reintroducing deer from 
Virginia at the time he purchased Lacawac. He had built an immense 
deer fence, four miles around the property, of chestnut posts and 
wire mesh topped by several strands of barbed wire to contain the deer. 
The deer were fed in winter at the "deer house". Fragments of the 
fence remain. Since 1966 the Lacawac Sanctuary has been o f f i c i a l l y 
dedicated to s c i e n t i f i c research and education, serving a score of 
colleges and universities and ntunbers of public school systems by 
programs of conservation education. Lacawac was designated the 86th 
Registered National Natural Landmark in 1968. 
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Ncime L o c a t i o n 

Montgomery, Gen. William, House 

Lacawac 

Ewart Building 

Danville 
Montour County 

Ledgedale v i c i n i t y 
Wayne County 

Pittsburgh 
Allegheny County 

Also Notified 

Honorable H. John Heinz, I I I 
Honorable Richard S. Schweiker 
Honorable Daniel J. Flood 
Honorable Joseph M. McDade 
Honorable William S. Moorehead 

/ N R 

Stat* H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 
Mr. Ed Weintraub 
Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l and Museum 

Coimnission 
P.O. Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

byers 8/14/79 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


