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"Breezedale", the Sutton-Elkin House, i s V i c t o r i a n i n style with 
I t a l i a n a t e features. I t i s two and one-half stories In height, 
twenty feet wide at the front facade and t h i r t y feet long. The 
main part of the house i s b u i l t of brldk. An addition has been 
made on the south side, i t i s approximately 12 feet deep and l 8 
feet long. There i s an entry way to the house through t h i s addition 
by way of c l a s s i c a l portico porch. There are two brick extensions 
to the central core of the building; one on the west rear which contains 
the State Dining Room on the f i r s t f l o o r and bedrooms on the second 
f l o o r , t h i s wing i s approximately I3 feet by 9 feet. I t contains a 
bay window facing the north. The other wing extends to the south 
and i s also b u i l t of brick. This wing contains the kitchen on the 
f i r s t f l o o r and servant quarters on the second f l o o r . 

The material from which the o r i g i n a l V i c t o r i a n structure was b u i l t 
i s low=fired, red-orange brick and t h i s includes the two wings to 
the rear of the structure. The addition i s made e n t i r e l y of wood. 

The east elevation or front of the house i s s t r i c t l y symmetrical with 
the front door centered under doubled V i c t o r i a n windows which are 
capped with cast i r o n decoration. Flanking the front door are two 
bay windows. Above the bay windows on the second f l o o r are doubled 
V i c t o r i a n windows with cast iron decorations. The corners of the 
,strue.ture are quoined with cut limestone blocks set into the red 
brick. The steep gable of the roof i s surmounted by an octagonal 
cupola which i s centered a x i a l l y on the main structure of the b u i l d ­
ing. The cupola i s made of wood. The roof i s slate shingled through­
out the whole structure. There are f i v e double flued brick chimneys. 
The peaks of the gables are surmounted by three-foot high wood f i n i a l s . 
The deep set eaves are supported by paired, decorative, wooden 
bracketed cornices. 

The f l o o r plan i s b a s i c a l l y symmetrical with the front door centered 
on the axis. On the right i s the parlor, containing a large f i r e p l a c e 
of I t a l i a n marble. On the l e f t , but behing the l i b r a r y i s a Turkish 
Room, paneled i n parquetry with a decorative love seat. There i s also 
a f i r e p l a c e of mahogany. At the end of the main, a x i a l h a l l i s the 
State Dining Room. I t has parquetry f l o o r s , oak wainscoting, and 
a heavily oak-beamed c e i l i n g , i n addition to stained glass windows on 
the west. The wooden Edwardian addition on the south i s entered through 
the Turkish Room through double, beveled glass doors. The room contains 
windows on three of its - four sides, a stained glass skylight and a 
stained glass window on the west w a l l . The family dining room which 
i s situated between the State dining room and the kitchen, has b u i l t 
i n cupboards. The kitchen, just off the family dining room has no 
p a r t i c u l a r l y d i s t i n c t i v e features. 
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The second f l o o r i s entered up a wide staircase from the main central 
h a l l . The entire second f l o o r i s given over to bedrooms. Each bedroom 
above the parlor, l i b r a r y , Turkish Room, and State Dining room have 
fi r e p l a c e s . Above the Family Dining Room and kitchen are bedrooms 
and l i v i n g quarters for the servants. The servants quarters are 
entered by a back staircase which i s entered from the Family Dining 
Room. 

From the second f l o o r a f l i g h t of s t a i r s r ises to give entry to a 
small apartment above the servants quarters. This apartment contains 
a f i r e p l a c e . A continuation of the main staircase rises into the 
finished a t t i c and continues to r i s e i n a tight s p i r a l up into the 
cupola. 

"Breezedale" was b u i l t i n 1868 for James Sutton. The o r i g i n a l building 
comprises a l l of the present brick structure. In 1899? "Breezedale" 
was sold to the Honorable John P. E l k i n . By I9OI the major exterior 
a l t e r a t i o n was the large wooden Solarium on the south side of the 
house, and a vast sweeping veranda porch. This porch began on the 
east w a l l of the Solarium, continued aroimd the front of the house 
and ended on the north side of the parlor i n a massive porte cochere. 
This porch was removed by Indiana University of Pennsylvania when 
"Breezedale" was purchased from the E l k i n estate i n 19^7. Neither 
the E l k i n porch nor the small Vi c t o r i a n porch of the Sutton period 
exist today. 

Other major alterations were made on the i n t e r i o r at the time of Elkins 
purchase of "Breezedale". These alterations Include ceramic t i l e on 
the f l o o r of the foyer, i n addition to the wainscoting on i t s walls. 
Doorways were changed throughout the f i r s t f l o o r and include; the double 
s l i d i n g doors to the parlor; the double s l i d i n g doors to the State 
Dining Room; and the single s l i d i n g doors to the l i b r a r y and the 
Turkish Room. The windows on the north side of the parlor were changed 
to large single windows with beveled glass transoms, and flank the 
f i r e p l a c e . The l i b r a r y was modified to include the wainscoting and 
glass fronted bookcases. The Turkish Room was completely renovated by 
the Elkins and includes l a v i s h parquetry on the floors and wainscoting, 
with a decorative loveseat, and mahogany f i r e p l a c e . The Solarium 
contains major stained glass works as represented i n the central sky­
l i g h t and i n the "Bling J u s t i c e " window on the west wal l . The State 
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Dining Room was redecorated by the Elk i n s . These additions include 
the elaborate parquetry f l o o r ; heavily paneled oak wainscoting; and 
the massive oak beamed c e i l i n g . Stained glass windows were added 
i n the Edwardian window on the west w a l l . This window i s flanked by 
mirror-backed, glass fronted china cupboards. The fi r e p l a c e was 
modified i n massive oak i n the Edwardian Style. 

"Breezedale's" a u z i l i a r y buildings no longer exist as the mansion i s 
presently situated on the north end of the campus of Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania and i s presently flanked by dormitories on three sides, 
but i s open to the south by an expanse of lawn and gardens. "Breezedale" 
occupies less than one acre of ground. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Breezedale was b u i l t i n 1868 and represents a good example of the 
V i c t o r i a n mansion as i t applies to the small town architecture of 
the day. I t served as the home of one of Indiana's most prominent 
c i t i z e n s , James Sutton. 

The house was b u i l t between 1865 and 1868. James Sutton (I815-I87O) 
was the son of Thomas Sutton an attorney i n Indiana, Pa. In partnership 
with his brother John Sutton, James Sutton conducted the business known 
as J . & J. Sutton Dry Goods. James was one of the founders of the F i r s t 
National Bank of Indiana. In 186̂ - he became I t ' s President. In 1853 
James Sutton was one of the co-founders of the Indiana Paper M i l l . At 
the time of James Sutton's death, the m i l l had become known by the name 
of Sutton and McCartney Paper M i l l . After the death of James Sutton i n 
1870, Sarah, his wife, l i v e d i n Breezedale u n t i l her death i n 1899. 

In that same year 1̂899 the house and land was purchased by the Honorable 
John P. E l k i n (1860-1915) and his wife Adda Prothero E l k i n . As a young 
man, John E l k i n taught school i n Smicksburg, which at the same time 
attending Indiana State Normal School. He graduated from that school 
i n 1880. In 188̂ + he graduated from the Law School of the University 
of Michigan and i n the same year married Adda Prothero, the daughter of 
the President of the F i r s t National Bank of Indiana. In 1885 he was 
admitted to the Pennsylvania Bar, and became a member of Pennsylvania 
State Legislature, i n which capacity he served two terms. He was 
appointed Deputy Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
i n 1895) and i n 1902 he was appointed to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
for four years. He assumed j u d i c i a l duties i n Indiana i n 1905 u n t i l 
his retirement from p o l i t i c a l l i f e i n I9IO. He was a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Indiana State Normal School for a number of years. 
He was involved i n many of the c i v i c a f f a i r s of the area and tood an inter­
est In ihe development of the coal f i e l d s of Indiana County. He died i n 
1915 In Indiana. 

; :'J.)/i lU : M t.'I 

The t h i r d owner of Breezedale i s now the State of Pennsylvania, and the 
house i s situated on land forming the campus of Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania. The University "transformed" Breezedale into a dormitory. 
Later Breezedale was to be the home of Music, Foreigh Languages, and 
the Art Department of the University. 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Breezedale Indiana County, 79002238 

Pennsylvania 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

X Photographs (missing #3-6) 

USGS Map 





B̂ ze2SifC\ut,̂ TTt>Kj- UiniLjii Mail 

INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA INDIANA, PENNSYLVANIA 15705 
Office of the President • 201 John Sutton Hall • 412-357-2200 

March 13, 1979 

Mr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
Department of the Inte r i o r 
Pension Building, 440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

ATTENTION: N.O.M. 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

I was very pleased to receive your recent l e t t e r of February 23 regarding 
the nomination of Breezedale to the National Registry. I would l i k e to 
reaffirm the UnlveFsity'S dteslre to have P (SnM-nŷ -K1 k i n House) 
designated to the National Register of H l s t r o l c a l Places. 

This structure on the lUP campus Is an Important asset which the University 
wants to maintain as an Integral part of the l i v i n g - l e a r n i n g environment of lUP. 
For your information, I am enclosing a copy of a l e t t e r dated January 12 from 
Dr. Robert Wilburn to Mr. Ed Wlnetraub, State H i s t o r i c Preservation Office 
outlining the significance of this structure. 

Your positive consideration of the University's request for l i s t i n g on the 
Register of H i s t o r i c a l Places w i l l be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

C ̂  
Jernarc 
Interim eifesldeiit 

BJG/lgb 

cc: Dr. James Laughlln 
Mr. Robert Marx 

ENCLOSURES 
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i x n i A X A T : N I V J : K . S I T Y o i ' P I J X X S Y L V A X I A 

1NJ>1A.VA. P K . N N S Y I . V A N I A I 5 7 0 I 

m i ! PI inSIDENT 

Janacviij 12, 7979 

lift. Ed Weliitfimib 
Stotz HJj,tonlt Vn.Z'iiQA.vation OHICQA 
Ptnn îjZvcLnta H-utofitctxl & '.!'x6eujn Comn-â -con • ' 
WWUu'n^ Penn l\Q)ViOfujt.t Ihix&tim 
Box UU ' • 
HanhAj^huJiQ, FA 17120 

I wa4 pZejUdd to nzcaivz ijouA. ^zcziit £eXtc/L ^ego^ciing B-ieeze-rio^e 
.{Sutton-EllUn Koa6c). I am p^oad to knoio tliat tltLb btUlding tb bzlng 
C0iU>ldeAzd ioK nombiatlon to tiie. hJ(xtionaZ-RzQt{>tQA oi HutO'iic Places. 

^ttzodalt U m excMziit zxa}r}plz of, thz VtcXonA.m-ltaZiai-jitz itytz 
0^ oAdvitzztn/LZ w'ltick iccu> j^^zdomtrxiiit tn tliz latz l^th Cziitnui. Thz 
&tA.uttuAz, loccLtzd on thz lUP cfu?!pcu, glvz-b tliz UiUvZ'Utty cui'cppo.it'MuXy 
to piovtdz a 6zcond iiatlonally ^zccgnizzd tL\'ik bzu^'zzn thz ]xu>t 'cuxd tiiz 
iivtwiz. Ai ijoa knoM, John SiiXton Halt luu, alAzady bzzn dt^yUg'.^jxtzd to tiiz 
UoLtioiial RzgtitzfL o^ Htsto^'Ua Plazz6. 

BulU ihofitlij aitzfi thz ClvXZ WOA, Eizzzzdalz u:<u coiiifuictzd bu lU 
iVi&t omzn., JcuiKLi Sutton. SuttcJn ic<u> a mc^ichant, a bo^iough o{,^tclal and 
ofigantzzft o^ thz EiK^t hJatloital Bank o^ Indtcuia and tn 1S64 i':a6 -ct6 PA.e.Udznt. 
Sutton'6 bfiotliQA. John a'oA tiiz iVut Pfio^bldznt oi IUP'6 BooAd oi TALUtzoA. 

Thz 6Zcond ownzn., John Pnatt Ellztn, a gmdaatz oi thz Indiana Wo-unoX 
School, 6zn.vzd tliz commuiiUij, lUP CL5 a Vicz P.izitdznt oi zliz BcaKd oi 
Thii!>tzz6, and thz Coinwnwzaltli oi PznnStjlvaiUa in nwiiz^XLU jcbi Including 
AttoHnzij Gznznal and Statz Sup-imz COLVU Judgz. Kot unXli May 1947 did 
tliz 6itz bzcomz thz p-'copz-'itij oi lUP. Sincz -tkzn E^izzzzdalz /lo-i 6ZA\Jzd tJiz 
[XiiiKfcJUiiXij. 

[Uth not only a dtS'tinztivz aJizliitzt^tuAal zhaAacJizK but a hzA^itagz oi 
omzn^ship and occupancy, B'lezzzdalz ha.b bzzn and u-ctt ccntinuz io bz a iocal 
point oi tiiz htstoAy oi Indiana Comity and tliz Commomccatth oi Pzimi>ijlva>iia. 



UfL. Ed WolntAaub 
Pagz 2 
JanuoAy 12, 1979 

Thz woxk, znztgy and activijtiz^ oi Jamzs Sutton, Jolm ElkJ.n, TUP iacutty, 
6taii and paAticuZa^ily 6tudzivt!>, havz aiizctzd all ai,pzcti> oi thz Indtana 
coimunity. 

I am hopziul tlvat tkti> additionaZ iniomation and ob^zfwation^ lotll 
hoZp gatn thz Kzcognition duztving oi tlvii> ^iXz. 

aj-^uly youMJ,, 

lobe/tt C. WiZbuAn 
?tizjf>ldz\xt 

A... 

RCW/c£p' 

Qc: l\fL. BeAnoAd Gcuilzy 
Vfi. Jmzi LaagliLin 

l-M^. Pobz>vt HoAK 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O T P E N N S Y L V A N I A 
P E N N S Y L V A N I A H I S T D R I C A L A N D M U S E U M C O M M I S S I O N 

W I L L I A M P E N N M E M O R I A L M U S E U M A N D A R C H I V E S O U I L D I N O 

B O X 1 0 2 6 

H A R R I S a U R Q . P E N N S Y L V A N I A 1 7 l a O 

December 20, 1978 
I J 1 . c J i l i • w 

Mr. Robert C. Wilburn 
President 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
Indiana, Pennsylvania 15705 

Dear Mr. Wilburn: 

Tills is to notify you that Breezedale (Sutton-Elkin House) appears to be eli­
gible and is being considered for nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places. The Register was established by Congress in 1966 to recognize and protect 
our Nation's historical and architectural heritage. We_vvpuld appreciate receiving 
your comments concerning the significance of this property. ' ~ '— 

Entry upon the National Register does not restrict what a private owner may 
do with the property. However, it does provide safeguards from federally funded or 
authorized projects v;hich may harm the property, directly or indirectly. By means 
of the National Register, government agencies are made aware of the historic sites 
and structures which constitute our Nation's heritage. Entry upon the National 
Register may also result in certain Federal tax consequences as stated in Section 
2124 of the Tax Reform Act of 1976. 

A pamphlet on the National Register program is enclosed for your 
information. Should you have any questions, please contact our office. (717-787-
4363) • • 

Sincerely yours, 

Ed Weintraub 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

By: William K. Watson 
Office of Historic Preservation 

Enclosure 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE PENNSYLVANIA 

Date Entered 
MA: '.R 2 9 1979 

Name location 

Zion Lutheran Church and Graveyard 

Bachman and Forry Tobacco VJarehouse 

Breezedale (Sutton-Elkin Rouse) 

Hummelstown 
Dauphin County 

Columbia " 
Lancaster County 

Indiana 
Indiana County 

Also Notified 

Honorable H. John Heinz, III 

Honorable Richard S, Schwelker 
Honorable Allen E. Ertel 
Honorable Robert S. Walker 
Honorable John P. Murtha 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Ed Weintraub 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museua 
Commission 

P.O. Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

NR Byers/bjr 4/2/79 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401, 


