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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"Breezedale", the Sutton-Elkin House, is Victorian in style with
Italianate features. It is two and one-half stories in height,
twenty feet wide at the front facade and thirty feet long. The

main part of the house is built of bridk. An addition has been

made on the south side, it is approximately 12 feet deep and 18

feet long. There 1s an entry way to the house through this addition
by way of classical portico porch. There are two brick extensions
to the central core of the building; one on the west rear which contains
the State Dining Room on the first floor and bedrooms on the second
floor, this wing is approximately 13 feet by 9 feet. It contains a
bay window facing the north. The other wing extends to the south
and is also built of brick. This wing contains the kitchen on the
first floor and servant quarters on the second floor.

The material from which the original Victorian structure was built
is low=fired, red-orange brick and this includes the two wings to
the rear of the structure. The addition is made entirely of wood.

The east elevation or front of the house is strictly symmetrical with
the front door centered under doubled Victorian windows which are
capped with cast iron decoration. Flanking the front door are two
bay windows. Above the bay windows on the second floor are doubled
Victorian windows with cast iron decorations. The corners of the
structure are quoined with cut limestone blocks set into the red
brick. The steep gable of the roof is surmounted by an octagonal
cupola which is centered axially on the main structure of the build-
ing. The cupola is made of wood. The roof is slate shingled through-
out the whole structure. ' There are five double flued brick chimneys.
The peaks of the gables are surmounted by three-foot high wood finials.
The deep set eaves are supported by paired, decorative, wooden
bracketed cornices.

The floor plan is basically symmetrical with the front door centered

on the axis. On the right is the parlor, containing a large fireplace
of Italian marble. On the left, but behing the library is a Turkish
Room, paneled in parquetry with a decorative love seat. There is also

a fireplace of mahogany. At the end of the main, axial hall is the
State Dining Room. It has parquetry floors, oak wainscoting, and

a heavily oak-beamed ceiling, in addition to stained glass windows on
the west. The wooden Edwardian addition on the south is entered through
the Turkish Room through double, beveled glass doors. The room contains
windows on three of its four sides, a stained glass skylight and a
stained glass window on the west wall. The family dining room which

is situated between the State dining room and the kitchen, has built

in cupboards. The kitchen, just off the family dining room has no
particularly distinctive features.
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The second floor 1s entered up a wide staircase from the main central
hall. The entire second floor is given over to bedrooms. Each bedroom
above the parlor, library, Turkish Room, and State Dining room have
fireplaces. Above the Family Dining Room and kitchen are bedrooms

and living quarters for the servants. The servants quarters are
entered by a back staircase which is entered from the Family Dining
Room.

From the second floor a flight of stairs rises to give entry to a
small apartment above the servants quarters. This apartment contains
a fireplace. A continuation of the main staircase rises into the
finished attic and continues to rise in a tight spiral up into the
cupola.

"Breezedale" was built in 1868 for James Sutton. The original building
comprises all of the present brick structure. In 1899, "Breezedale"
was sold to the Honorable John P. Elkin. By 1901 the major exterior
alteration was the large wooden Solarium on the south side of the
house, and a vast sweeping veranda porch. This porch began on the
east wall of the Solarium, continued around the front of the house
and ended on the north side of the parlor in a massive porte cochere.
This porch was removed by Indiana University of Pennsylvania when
"Breezedale" was purchased from the Elkin estate in 1947. Neither
the Elkin porch nor the small victorian porch of the Sutton period
exist today.

Other major alterations were made on the interior at the time of Elkins
purchase of "Breezedale". These alterations include ceramic tile on
the floor of the foyer, in addition to the wainscoting on its walls.
Doorways were changed throughout the first floor and includej; the double
sliding doors to the parlorj; the double sliding doors to the State
Dining Roomj; and the single sliding doors to the library and the
Turkish Room. The windows on the north side of the parlor were changed
to large single windows with beveled glass transoms, and flank the
fireplace. The library was modified to include the wainscoting and
glass fronted bookcases. The Turkish Room was completely renovated by
the Elkins and includes lavish parquetry on the floors and wainscoting,
with a decorative loveseat, and mahogany fireplace. The Solarium
contains major stained glass works as represented in the central sky-
light and in the '"Bling Justice" window on the west wall. The State
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Dining Room was redecorated by the Elkins. These additions include
the elaborate parquetry floor; heavily paneled oak wainscotingj; and
the massive oak beamed ceiling. ©Stained glass windows were added

in the Edwardian window on the west wall. This window is flanked by
mirror-backed, glass fronted china cupboards. The fireplace was
modified in massive oak in the Edwardian Style.

"Breezedale's" auziliary buildings no longer exist as the mansion is
presently situated on the north end of the campus of Indiana University
of Pennsylvania and is presently flanked by dormitories on three sides,
but is open to the south by an expanse of lawn and gardens. "Breezedale!
occupies less than one acre of ground.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Breezedale was built in 1868 and represents a good example of the
Victorian mansion as it applies to the small town architecture of
the day. It served as the home of one of Indiana's most prominent
citizens, James Sutton.

The house was built between 1865 and 1868. James Sutton (1815-1870)

was the son of Thomas Sutton an attorney in Indiana, Pa. In partnership
with his brother John Sutton, James Sutton conducted the business known
as J. & J. Sutton Dry Goods. James was one of the founders of the First
National Bank of Indiana. In 1864 he became it's President. In 1853
James Sutton was one of the co-founders of the Indiana Paper Mill. At
the time of James Sutton's death, the mill had become known by the name
of Sutton and McCartney Paper Mill. After the death of James Sutton in
1870, Sarah, his wife, lived in Breezedale until her death in 1899.

In that same year 1899 the house and land was purchased by the Honorable
John P. Elkin (1860-1915) and his wife Adda Prothero Elkin. As a young
man, John Elkin taught school in Smicksburg, which at the same time
attending Indiana State Normal School. He graduated from that school
in 1880. In 1884 he graduated from the Law School of the University
of Michigan and in the same year married Adda Prothero, the daughter of
the President of the First National Bank of Indiana. In 1885 he was
admitted to the Pennsylvania Bar, and became a member of Pennsylvania
State Legislature, in which capacity he served two terms. He was
| appointed Deputy Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
in 1895, and in 1902 he was appointed to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court
for four years. He assumed judicial duties in Indiana in 1905 until
his retirement from political 1life in 1910. He was a member of the
Board of Trustees of the Indiana State Normal School for a number of years.
He was involved in many of the civic affairs of the area and tood an inter-
est in the development of the coal fields of Indiana County. He died in
1915 in Indiana.

The third owner of Breezedale is now the State of Pennsylvania, and the
house is situated on land forming the campus of Indiana University of
Pennsylvania. The University "transformed" Breezedale into a dormitory.
Later Breezedale was to be the home of Music, Foreigh Languages, and
the Art Department of the University.
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Starting at a point at south side of (asphalt surface) roadway then
north across roadway for 21.75 feet them NW for 89.5 feet then west
for 218.2 feet then south for 25.37 feet then south for 100 feet
then south along east side of roadway for 46.75 feet then east

along northside of roadway for 200 feet then NE for 228.7 feet to
starting point.
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"Breezedale"
North Elevation
Photo by tndiana University of Pennsylvania
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"Breezedale"

South Elevation

Note: Solarium is addition by Elkin Family in 1899-1900
Photo by Indiana University of Pennsylvania
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"Breezeda | e"
State Dining Room
Photo by Indiana University of Pennsy|van|a
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"Breezedale"
Turkish Room
Photo by Indiana University of Pennsylvania
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"Breezedale"

Solarium
Photo by Indiana University of Pennsylvania
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"Breezedale"
Center Hallway - Second Floor Level

Photo by Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Photo 10 of 10

Breezedale @M%’u @(Zﬂ{7ﬁé s ‘i>

Indiana County

PD: 1978
PC: R.C.Wilburn



Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Breezedale Indiana County, 79002238
Pennsylvania

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

____Nomination Form
X__ Photographs (missing #3-6)
____USGS Map
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA INDIANA, PENNSYLVANIA 15705
Office of the President e 201 John Sutton Hall e 412-357-2200 \
March 13, 1979

Mr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
Department of the Interior

Pension Building, 440 G Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20243

ATTENTION: N.O.M.
Dear Mr. Murtagh:

I was very pleased to receive your recent letter of February 23 regarding
the nomination of Breezedale to the National Registry. I would like to
reaffirm the UniverSITy*T desire to have Breezedale (Sutton-Elkin House)
designated to the National Register of Histroical Places.

This structure on the IUP campus is an important asset which the University
wants to maintain as an integral part of the living-learning environment of IUP.
For your information, I am enclosing a copy of a letter dated January 12 from
Dr. Robert Wilburn to Mr. Ed Winetraub, State Historic Preservation Office
outlining the significance of this structure.

Your positive consideration of the University's request for listing on the
Register of Historical Places will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

P

Interim Efﬁéi&éﬁf"
BJG/1gb

cc: Dr. James Laughlin
Mr. Robert Marx

ENCLOSURES







INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
INDIANA, PENNSYLVANIA 15701

THE PRESIDENT

Januany 12, 1979

Mr. Ed Weintraub

State Histonic Preservation 0fficen
Pennsylvania Historical & Musewn Commission
William Penn Memoriod Musewn

Box 1026

Hawisbung, PA 17120

Dearn Mr. Weintraub:

: I was pleased %o necedve your recent Letten regarding Breezedale
[Sutton-ELkin House). T am proud to know that tais building 43 being
considened for nomination zo the National-Register of Historic Places.

Breezedale 45 an excellent example of the Victorian-Italianate style
of architecture which was predominant in the Late 192h Century. The
Sstwecture, Located on the TUP campus, gdves he University an cpportunity
Zo provide a second nationally hecognized Link between the past aind the
future. As you know, John Sutton Hall has already been designated to the
‘National Registern of Historic Places.

. Built shontly after the Civil War, Breezedale was constructed by its
finst ownern, James Sutton. Sutton was a merchant, a borough 04jicial and
organizer of the Finst National Bank of Indiana and in 1864 was its President.
Sutton's brother John was the §inst President of IUP's Board 04 Trustees.

The second owner, John Pratt ELRin, a graduate 04 the Indiana Nosumal
School, served the community, TUP as a Vice President of the Beard 0}
Trustees, and the Comnonwealth of Pennsylvania in numerows fobs Lnefuding
Attonney Genenal and State Supreme Cowtt Judge. Not witid May 1947 did
the site become the property of TUP.  Since then Breezedale has served the
. University.

With not only a distinetive architectural character but a henitage of
ownenship and occupancy, Breezedale has been and will continue Zo be a focal
point of the histony of Indiana County and the Commonmcealth 0§ Pennsylvada.



M. Ed Weintraub
Page 2
Januarny 12, 1979

The work, energy and activities of James Sutton, John ELRin, TUP faculty, '
staff and paticulaly students, have affected aL(’, aspects 06 the Indiana
community.

T am hopeful that this additicnal information and observations will
help gain the necognition deserving of this sdite.

~§wulf youns,

‘ ?/ﬁf\\\ QKK\QQALN,__\

et C. WiLburn

-

RCW/clp’ . s

ce:  Mr. Bernand Ganley
Dn. James Laughlin
WM. Robent Manx

- .



(y:‘--{_ ) : COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
NEi- M PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION
l‘“")\'\/ .) 3 WILLIAM PENN MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES BUILDING

your comments concerning the significance of this property T

8OX 1026 .
HARRISOURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17120

December 20, 1978

Mr. Robert C. Wilburn

President

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Indiana, Pennsylvania 15705 L

Dear Mr-. Wilburn:

Thls is to notify you that Breezedale (Sutton-Elkin House) appears to be eli- '

gible and is being considered for nomination to the National Recrlster of Historic
Places. The Recrxster was established by Congress in 1966 to recognize and protect
our Nation's hxstorlcal and architectural herltacre We would apprec1ate recewmcr

. S

Entry upon the National Register does not restrict what a prlvate owner may
do with the property. However, it does provide safeguards from federally funded or
authorized projects which may harm the property, directly or indirectly. By means
of the National Register, government agencies are made aware of the historic sites
and structures which constitute our Nation's heritage. Entry upon the National
Register may also result in certain Federal tax consequences as stated in Section
2124 of the Tax Reform Act of 1976.

A pamphlet on the National Register program is enclosed for your

mfor)matlon Should you have any questlons, please contact our office. (717-787-
4363

Sincerely yours,

Ed Weintraub
State Historic Preservation Officer

- '.,//(/W

By: William K. Watson
Office of Historic Preservation

Enclosure




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE PENNSYLVANIA

MAR 29 1979

Date Entered

Name Location

Zion Lutheran Church and Graveyard Hummelstown
Dauphin County

Bachman and Forry Tobacco Warehouse Columbia >
Lancaster County

<i;_§iiiff§iié (Sutton-Elkin House) Indiana
Indiana County

Also Notified
Honorable H. John Heinz, III

Honorable Richard S. Schweiker State Historiec Preservation Officer
Honorable Allen E. Ertel Mr. Ed Weintraub
Honorable Robert S. Walker Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Honorable John P, Murtha Commission
P.0. Box 1026
r Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120
A Byers/bjr 4/2/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



