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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Zion Lutheran Church is a two and one half story limestone structure with large stone 
quoins, its gable roof has boxed cornices and its frieze is decorated with dentils. This 
structure is the second church structure built by the Zion congregation. The present 
church, a large brownstone structure built in 1593, is located just east of this structure. 

The second Zion Lutheran Church is a six bay by three structure with fts front facade 
facing east. Originally smaller a tvo story twelve foot addition was made to the north 
gable end in 1855. 

Fenestration is somewhat irregular on the four elevations though is basically six bays by 
three bays. First story windows are eight over eight double liung sash windows on the first 
story. All windows have stone lintels and slipsills. Second story windows are elongated 
with two sets of double sash windows. The lower windows are twelve over twelve while the 
upper arc eight over eight. A circular, 6 light, window is located in the south gable end. 
Two, three light, fan windows are located in the north gable end. 

Doorways are located in the third and sixth bays of the front (east) facade. Both doors are 
paired panel doors approached by wide stone stoops. The door in third bay is topped by a 
gable roofed hood supported by large brackets. The doorway in the sixth bay has a 
pedimented poritco supported by six rounded columns, four of which ore paired. Both the 
hood and portico were added at a later date. 

During the period 1855 to 1911 the church has a frame bell tower and spire. This appears 
not to have been an original feature and is not present today. 

A two story brick addition was made to the south gable end. This flat-roofed addition has 
brick dentils and six over six, double hung sash windows. A brick chimney from this 
addition abuts the south elevation of the church. An entranceway leads to this addition on 
the east facade. 

A skylight is located in the gable ridge at the south end. An exhaust fan has been added to 
this opening in recent years. 

The church Is located in the north'feast comer of the 1 acre lot and is surrounded on its 
south and west by the Hummel graveyard. A stone wall connected to the w'orthwest comer 
of the church circles the graveyard on three sides. Entrance to the graveyard is tiirough an 
elaborate iron gate on the north of the lot. 

The interior of the church has changed several times in its 163 year history but appears to 
have been little changed since circa 1850. Originally only a single story, a 10 foot wine 
glass pulpit was located along the north wall. A west gallery supported a pipe organ, bi 
1855 the interior was remodeled. The sancturary was relocated on the south and gallerys 
were added to the east and north walls. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Abstract: The significance of the 1815 stone church lies in its importance as a house of 
worship and it continued use by the Zion Lutheran Congregation and the Community of 
Hummelstown. Its simple architectural styling reflects the early period in which it was 
built. 

The community of Hummelstown was laid out Jh 1762 on land owned by Frederick and 
Rosina Hummel. However six years earlier on June 24, 1756, Ĵ Vederick Hummel had 
presented the Zion Lutheran congregation two lots for location of a church and graveyard. 
One shilling of the ten paid to Hummel for rent on his lots went to the church. 

in 1766 the congregation built their first church. This log structure was located twenty to 
thirty feet west of the stone church. Ai 1804 the congregation secured a charter of 
incorporation and were then able to collect back rents on Hummelstown lots which had not 
been collected since 1788. With these funds the congregation began construction of a new 
church which was completed in 1815. 

The 1815 chiirch saw service as a house of wor^ip from May 15, 1815 to January 22, 1893. 
The log church was used as a parochial school-house until it was accidently burnt in 
December of 1817. 

Church services were conducted in German until after 1854 when English was introduced by 
the Reverend George Haines. It was during Haines pastorate that the stone church saw its 
most alterations. 

I 
As the congregation grew in size the need for a larger church became evident. A large 
brownstone church was built just east of the limestone church by the congregation and 
dedicated on January 22, 1893. 

The limestone church was then uaed as parish church school and community meeting house 
until circa 1960. fii 1970 the 1815 church was leased to the Hummelstown Area Historical 
Society for use as a museum and meeting rooms. 
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DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED XORIGINALSITE 

X.GOOD . —RUINS 2LALTERED —MOVED DATE_ 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Zion Lutheran Church is a two and one half story limestone structure with large stone 
quoins. Its gable roof has boxed cornices and its frieze is decorated with dentils. This 
structure is the second church structure built by the Zion congregation. The present 
church, a large brownstone structure built in 1893, is located just east of this structure. 

The second Zion Lutheran Church is a six bay by three structure with its front facade 
facing east. Originally smaller a two story twelve foot addition was made to the north 
gable end in 1855. 

Fenestration is somewhat irregular on the four elevations though is basically six bays by 
three bays. First story windows are eight over eight double hung sash windows on the first 
story. All windows have stone lintels and slipsills. Second story windows are elongated 
with two sets of double sash windows. The lower windows are twelve over twelve while the 
upper are eight over eight. A circular, 6 light, window is located in the south gable end. 
Two, three light, fan windows are located in the north gable end. 

Doorways are located in the third and sixth bays of the front feast.) facade. Both doors are 
paired panel doors approached by wide stone stoops. The door in third bay is topped by a 
gable roofed hood supported by large brackets. The doorway in the sixth bay has a 
pedimented poritco supported by six rounded columns, four of which are paired. Both the 
hood and portico were added at a later date. 

During the period 1855 to 1911 the church has a frame bell tower and spire. This appears 
not to have been an original feature and is not present today. 

A two story brick addition was made to the south gable end. This flat-roofed addition has 
brick dentils and six over six, double hung sash windows. A brick chimney from this 
addition abuts the south elevation of the church. An entranceway leads to this addition on 
the east facade. 

A skylight is located in the gable ridge at the south end. An exhaust fan has been added to 
this opening in recent years. 

The church is located in the northeast comer of the 1 acre lot and is SLfrroiirided on its 
south and west by the Hummel graveyard. A stone wall connected to the JVTorthwest corner 
of the church circles the graveyard on three sides. Entrance to the graveyard is through an 
elaborate iron gate on the north of the lot. 

The interior of the church has changed several times in its 163 year history but appears to 
have been little changed since circa 1850. Originally only a single story, a 10 foot wine 
glass pulpit was located along the north wall. A west gallery supported a pipe organ. In 
1855 the interior was remodeled. The sancturary was relocated on the south and gallerys 
were added to the east and north walls. 
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The 1893 brownstone church l i e s to the east of the I8l 5 Zion Lutheran 
Church being nominated here. This structure has been altered by 
addition of a two story education building to the south. I t does 
not possess the a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y or history as does the I815 
building. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Abstract: The significance of the 1815 stone church lies in its importance as a house of 
worship and it continued use by the Zion Lutheran Congregation and the Community of 
Hummelstown. Its simple architectural styling reflects the early period in which it was 
built. 

The community of Hummelstown was laid out In 1762 on land owned by Frederick and 
Rosina Hummel. However six years earlier on June 24, 1756, Frederick Hummel had 
presented the Zion Lutheran congregation two lots for location of a church and graveyard. 
One shilling of the ten paid to Hummel for rent on his lots went to the church. 

In 1766 the congregation built their first church. This log structure was located twenty to 
thirty feet west of the stone church. In 1804 the congregation secured a charter of 
incorporation and were then able to collect back rents on Hummelstown lots which had not 
been collected since 1788. With these funds the congregation began construction of a new 
church which was completed in 1815. 

The 1815 church saw service as a house of worship from May 15, 1815 to January 22, 1893. 
The log church was used as a parochial school-house until it was accidently burnt in 
December of 1817. 

Church services were conducted in German until after 1854 when English was introduced by 
the Reverend George Haines. It was during Haines pastorate that the stone church saw its 
most alterations. 

As the congregation grew in size the need for a larger church became evident. A large 
brownstone church was built just east of the limestone church by the congregation and 
dedicated on January 22, 1893. 

The limestone church was then used as parish church school and community meeting house 
until circa 1960. In 1970 the 1815 church was leased to the Hummelstown Area Historical 
Society for use as a museum and meeting rooms. 
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The 1815 Church i s being nominated for i t s architecture and importance 
i n the development and settlement of the community of Hummelstown. 
In a sense the town b u i l t the church through the rents paid on town 
l o t s . The congregation of Zion Lutheran Church played the same 
important part i n the s o c i a l service and r e l i g i o u s h i s t o r y of the 
town, as do most functioning church congregations. In the h i s t o r y of 
the development of the Lutheran f a i t h i n America, the Zion congregation 
has contributed as much as any other Lutheran congregation, however, 
no s i g n i f i c a n t d o c t r i n a l developments or changes were started i n t h i s 
congregation. The 1893 church was not nominated, not because i t i s a 
t o t a l l y unworthy building but because the l 8 l 5 church i s far superior 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y . You w i l l note i n the form that the 1893 church was 
b u i l t because the congregation outgrew the l 8 l 5 building. Today there 
i s a membership of over 1000 i n Zion Church. The Zion congregation 
which b u i l t the log church and then the l 8 l 5 church was the f i r s t 
church and congregation i n Hummelstown. 



Form No. 10-300a 
(Hev 10-74) 

U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USB OH i t 

RECEIVED 

FEB ' 
DATEENT6HED 

MAR ? 9 1979 

1815 ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, Dauphin County 

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEMNUMBER 1 0 PAGE 1 

Map Coverage: 

The 1815 Church i s with i n the boundaries of the cemetery, the 
wall of which are connected (as noted i n o r i g i n a l form). I have 
marked i t s location i n red. 



Property 

State Working Number- " 

TECHNICAL , 

Maps / 

CONTROL 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

K^J/3i^|\'c^A'6v^ • 

Ai> 4̂ p(yvx/wtW-f O.'̂ e.it,)' dMc4/>.''. 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

MAR 29 ig?9 National Register Write-up Send-back Entered 
Federal Register Entry 5-'~ 11 Re-submit 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 





















ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE PENNSYLVAHIA 

Date Entered 
MAR 29 1979 

Name Location 

Zlcm LutlMran CSitareh aad Otmvmjaxd 

Bachaan and Forry Tobacco Warahouaa 

Braasadala (Stttt»ii*llkla Housa) 

thmiuaXatowi 
Dauphln Gottnty 

Coiunbia 

Laneaatar Couaty 

Indiana 
ladlaaa County 

Also Notified 

Honorable H. John Heinz, I I I 

Honorabla Richard S. Sefawaikar Stata Hiatoric Praaarvation Offiear 
Honorabla Allan B. Ertal Mr. Ed Haintraub 
Bonorabla Bobart S. Walkar Pannsylvaaia Hiatorical aad Masaua 
Honorabla John P. Martha Coaodaaion 

P.O. Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Panaaylvaaia 17120 

NR Byers/bjr 4/2/79 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 



NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
^ N A M E as it apiiears on federal register : 

Zion Lutheran Church and Graveyard 

(2 )OTHER N A M E S ; 

g) L O C A T I O N street & number 
Rosanna S t . 

c i t y / town 
Hummelstown 

v i c i n i t y of state 
PA 

county 

Dauphin 

l ^ d a t e of e n t r y ; | ̂  c o u n t y c o d « i 

43 
N P S REGION 

MA 
lOWNER SPRlVUTt DSTATE DMUNICIPAL DCOUNTY DMULTiPLE DrEDERAl(aetncy name). A D M I N I S T R A T O R . 

mm vmrnmrnM mmmMnmt 
: T l 7 t h SOURCE of N O M I N A T I O N 3SSTATE DFEDERAL. 

( ^ C O N D I T I O N 
Dexcel lent 
Dgood 
D f a i r 

D deteriorated 
• r u i n s 
Dunexposed 
D unexcavated 

Daltered 
D unaltered 
• reconstructed 
D excavated 

D o r i g i n a l site 
• moved 
• u n k n o w n 

Jf statt niiB preiareii. form? 
Susan M. Zacher 
DLOCAL DPRIVATE ORGANIZATION 
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