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INAME 
HISTORIC 

CAMELOT 
AND/OR COMMON 

[LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

520 South Fraser Street -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 

State College VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

23rd 
STATE 

Pennsylvania 
CODE 

h2 
COUNTY 

Centre 
CODE 

027 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
—DISTRICT 

X-BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

^ P R I V A T E 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
X_OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X _ Y E S : RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

— N O 

—PARK 
X 

PRESENTUSE 
AGRICULTURE — M U S E U M 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL 

-—MILITARY . 

PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—TRANSPORTATION 

-^OTHER: 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME - -1 

M r s . D a v i d - A . • G a m p b e l l 
•.• y . . i . . . 

STREET & NUMBER . , • 

520 S o u t h F r a s e r •S t r ee t 
CITY. TOWN 

S t a t e C o l l e g e VICINITYOF 

STATE 

P e n n s y l v a n i a 16801 

QLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDs,ETc. C e n t r e C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 
STREET & NUMBER 

H i g h S t r e e t 
CITY, TOWN 

B e l l e f o n t e 
STATE 

P e n n s y l v a n i a 

Q REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEY^ 
TITLE 

P e n n s y l v a n i a I n v e n t o r y o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s 

' • •• • • ,,• t • • 
• - .' •• ' 1 • • .• 

DATE 

2 / 1 0 / 7 8 —FEDERAL 2̂ STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 
DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEYRECORDS P e n n s y l v a n i a H i s t o r i c a l and Museum Commiss ion 
CITY, TOWN 

H a r r i s b u r g 
STATE 

P e n n s y l v a n i a 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

• ^ E X C E L L E N T —DETERIORATED ^ U N A L T E R E D ^.ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Camelot i s a rambling two story house which, by virtue of i t s 
whimsical i r r e g u l a r i t y of design, romantic d e t a i l i n g , and landscaping, 
achieves an o v e r - a l l storybook, or " f a i r y t a l e " q u a l i t y . I t was 
designed by the l a t e David A. Campbell, former prdfessor of engineering 
drawing at Penn State College. According to his widow, Madeline 
Campbell, English Wayside architecture provided the source of 
i n s p i r a t i o n for the house. Construction began i n 1922. 

The structure i s wood frame, covered with stucco and dressed 
with limestone. The plan involves a p r i n c i p a l section fronting on 
South Frasier Street, State College. To the rear, i s a long extension 
which appears as two stories on the south and one story on the north. 
(Camelot i s accomodated to a southeasterly slope, which accounts for 
the difference i n stories.) An attached garage i s located at the 
west end of the extension, behind which i s a one story bedroom wing 
housed under a shed roof. . 

The entire building covers an area of 2,170 square feet. Most of 
the house i s of wood frame construction, topped by a network of 
expanded metal lathe and covered with rough-trowelled stucco. Two ' 
exceptions are the west wall of the dining room and the east wall of j 
the kitchen, both of which are b u i l t of twenty-four inches thick, 
randomly coursed limestone. The kitchen wall has been stuccoed on the 
exterior. 

Camelot's roof i s a series of f i v e main interconnecting gables 
with gable overhang. The r a f t e r s are b u i l t up with wood pieces at 
the gable ends, forming exaggerated peaks and giving the i l l u s i o n 
of sunken mid-sections. The roof i s covered by composition shingles, 
which are inter-woven at the v a l l e y s . 

The main facade of the house, on South Frasier Street, has two 
d i s t i n c t sections. The l e f t , or southern part i s a low, one-story 
rectangle opened by a pair of twelve-light casement windows and a 
nin e - l i g h t door flanked by brick p i l a s t e r s and s i d e l i g h t s . This 
part of the facade encloses the sun porch area. i 

J 
On the northern part of the facade, the wall forms a gable, with 

the roof l i n e plunging sharply towards ground l e v e l . A recessed, arched 
doorway trimmed with s p l i t - f a c e limestone and featuring voussoirs of 
random length, i s tucked into the wa l l near the southern roof slope. The 
door, which opens into the kitchen, i s a t r a d i t i o n a l s t r i n g l a t c h door 
b u i l t of oak planks. To the immediate right of the door i s a second 
arched opening containing a recessed, s i x - l i g h t casement window. Above 
the window, a decorative clay t i l e depicting a rampant l i o n , i s set i n 
stucco. The arch i t s e l f possesses an attenuated keystone which intrudes 
upon the textured stucco above. 
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Camelot's northern elevation fronts on a lane and consists of the 
l a t e r a l walls of the main section and extension, and the gabled front 
of the garage. The eaves of the main section are drawn up into two 
i r r e g u l a r gables with casement windows below. A small diamond shaped 
t i l e i s set i n the stucco above each window. 

A sunken doorway roofed by a gabled hood divides the main section 
and the extension. The hood i s supported by scrollwork brackets and, 
on the r i g h t , by a limestone w a l l . The wall has a rectangular aperture 
into which i s set a baluster from Penn State's f i r s t Old Main building. 

To the right of t h i s doorway, the northern wall of the extension 
i s l ighted by two windows or markedly different scale. Both are projected 
from the wall as bay windows and are supported by scrolled brackets. 
Their heads become imbedded i n a convex r o l l of the wall which supports 
the eaves of the extension. 

F i n a l l y , to the right of the extension (north elevation), i s a 
gabled entrance which projects from the gabled front of the garage. 

Camelot's entire southern exposure reveals the two-story wall of 
the extension recessed between the southern extremities of the main 
section (at right) and the back of the garage with i t s abutting bedroom 
wing. This configuration forms a garden court. Once again, the picturesque 
contracts of l i n e and texture are i n evidence. The stuccoed expanses 
of the second story are countered by the exposed rubble limestone surfaces 
of the lower walls and chimneys. The roof l i n e s swoop i n a l l directions, 
and casement windows appear i n random scale and configuration. A stone 
wall becomes a stairway leading to the second f l o o r entrance. The roof 
juts forward over the doorway and i s supported on the l e f t by the lime­
stone chimney. 

The i n t e r i o r spaces of Camelot express the same fine craftsmanship 
and aesthetic appeal. The l i v i n g room has a long, ten feet high, b a r r e l -
vault c e i l i n g , which along with the walls are plastered and painted white. 
At the center of the f a r end of the room i s a fireplace with a plastered 
i n t e r i o r tapering f l u e . The f i r e chamber i s described with s p l i t - f a c e 
limestone, above which i s a simple, squared matle. Flanking the fireplace 
i s a pair of t h i r t y - s i x l i g h t window bays, each having i t s own sixteen 
l i g h t arched door. 

Camelot's woodsy setting, i n spite of i t s location i n a r e s i d e n t i a l 
area of State College, compliments the whimsical character of the house, 
and suggests a scene from the English countryside. 
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SPECIFIC DATES g ^ g ^ 1 ^ 2 2 BUILDER/ARCHITECT David A. Campbell, Arch. 
John Hoy, Builder 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , Camelot (begun i n 1922) i s one..,of the. best , ̂  
examples of the imaginative and t a s t e f u l houses b u i l t by Penn' State 
professors i n the State College area i n the early twentieth century. 

Suggesting the quaint r u r a l charm of the old English countryside, 
Camelot's architecture i s said to be derived from the English Wayside 
s t y l e . The naive, a r b i t r a r y appearance of f o l k architecture i s , 
however, romantically emphasized. As a r e s u l t , Camelot presents 
i t s e l f as fantasy, or storybook, architecutre. 

Camelot was designed by the la t e David A. Campbell, professor 
of engineering drawing, as a home for himself and his wife Madeline. 
Wanting more than just a house on a l o t , he envisioned an i d e a l , 
a dream, and i n keeping with i t s whimsy, he called i t Camelot. 

Mr. Campbell taught engineering drawing at Penn State College 
from 1920 to 1931* In 1931 he became an associate professor of 
arc h i t e c t u r a l engineering and remained i n th i s post u n t i l 19'+0, when 
he resiamed teaching engineering drawing. In 19̂ -8 he bacame an 
associate professor of engineering drawing and continued t h i s position 
u n t i l 1959J when he r e t i r e d . In his l e i s u r e time, Mr. Campbell was an 
amateur musician and painter. He died on May k, 1962. 

The circumstances surrounding the construction of Camelot are almost 
as unusual as the house i t s e l f . Upon completing the plans, Mr. Campbell 
found he was unable to fi n d a contractor w i l l i n g to take on such a 
curious design. A contractor f r i e n d , John Hoy, f i n a l l y agreed to build 
the house, but only i f the Campbells promised not to reveal who did the 
job. (After Camelot was popularly received by the people of State 
College, however, he was proud to admit his work.) Financing was another 
problem. Because of i t s odd design, no one was w i l l i n g to mortgage 
Camelot, and so construction could.only be continued as money came i n . 
I t took f i f t e e n years for the house.to reach completion.-
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" ori r, 1 r ua^ "I on ohee t 

Re: Camelot R£3V£D 

Verbal Boundary Description ^•^'•"•CNAI^ 

' '<^:.. . \ ' 

Pepinning at a point on the westerly side of South-

^raser Street at the southwesterly corner of H i l l A l l ey; 

thence in a southerly d i r e c t i o n eighty (80) feet along the 

westerly side of South Fraser Street to a point at the 

northeast corner of Centre County Tax Parcel 'f 36-17-127+ j 
thence i n a westerly d i r e c t i o n one hundred seventy-one 

and twenty-five hundredths (171.25) feet along the northern 

boundary , of Centre County Tax Parcel // 36-17-127+ to a point 
at the northwest corner of same tax parcel; thence i n a 

northerly d i r e c t i o n eighty (80) feet to a point on the 

southerly side of H i l l Alley; thence i n an easterly direc­

tion one hundred seventy-one and twenty-five hundredths 

(171.25) feet, to the place of beginning. 

"eing Centre County Tax Parcel # 36-17-126->. 
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