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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Erected in 1870, the Arch Street Opera-House, now known as the Taroc, is 
a two-story brick building with a three-bay facade. It measures forty-eight 
feet by 170 feet, extending trom Arch Street through to Appletree Street, and 
is flanked on both sides by other structures. The groxind floor is pierced by 
fire openings. The three center ones are aixdied with the spandrels dirided 
by heary, elaborately canred wooden brackets. Each of the.'interior spandrels 
contains a modallion in the form of a wreathed head. The two, plainer, square­
head openings which flank the three arches lead to the second gallery of the 
theater. A wide, flat, tin comice runs across the structure and dirides the 
first and second floors. A simple molding ioaxics the top of this comice; the 
only ornamentation in this comice is a series of metal rosettes. 

Three high arched windows t<̂ ped with segmented pediments f i l l the Tertical 
space frcaa comice to comice. The two end windows each contained two, 
arched, double-hung, two orer three sash and a circular window centered oTer 
the main windows. The 'center opening is, and ̂ parently was, unglazed, and 
seizes as access to the fire escape. Orer each window is a segmented pediment 
which holds a head surrounded by a wreath. 

A heavily bracketed comice at the flat roof now connpletea the facade of 
the building. Originally, a wreathed lyre stood free in the center of the 
structxire above the comice. With the exception of this omament and the 
glazing in the second floor windows, the exterior of the building basically 
retalns its late-nineteenth-century Ê pearance. 

Rather more extraoz*dinary than the exterior is the interior of the theater. 
Except for the lobby, it remains essentially intact as remodelled in the 1890's. 
The orchestra is lined with mirrors mounted by fine iron brackets and wooden 
frames. Boxes flank the stage and possess very elaborate plaster pilasters, 
brackets and a suspended, rectangulir cartouche. Balustrades sttmount the, 
boxes. The proscenium is ornamented with a double garland with a tendril 
enreloped shield and face at the peak. In the ceiling remain a number of 
stenciled garlands, classical military heads, sprays and allegorical figures. 
The two balconies are ST:Qjported by plaster encased ctistimn columns and have 
highly detailed eastiron railings. In the second balcony, the late-nineteenth-
century stalls sunrive. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Erected from plans by Edwin F. Durang, the Arch Street Opera-House 
opened on 20 August 1870 for minstrelsy under the management of Simmons and 
Slocum. It bumed two-years later and was rebuilt. During the Centennial 
year, Thompson Westcott cited it in his Official Guide Book to Philadelphia 
as one of two theaters for minstrelsy in the City. He noted, "Building 
specially erected for the purpose. The interior is handsomely fitted up, 
agreeable and convenient. There are seats for about 1100 persons." Of its 
coiapetitor, the Eleventh Street Opera-House, Westcott wrote that it "commands, 
at all times, audiences of the highest respectability, the performances being 
chaste and amusing, free from any offensive feature." Perhaps this silence 
on the theatrical character of the shows at the Arch Street Opera-House 
suggests something less than respectability and chasteness and adumbrates 
its future history as the Troc. 

During the last two decades of the nineteenth century, the theater under̂  
went a variety of changes. A fire of 1883 required the reconstruction of the 
interior. In 1888 the more elevated sounding ArchStq̂ eet Opera-House gave 
way to a new name, the Continental Theatre. And the interior was r«nodelled 
in 1891, I89i* and I896, the last time under the architectural sipervision of 
George W, Plowman. It is this interior which survives today. Finally, in 
1896 it became the Trocadere, shortened to the Troc in 19U9, and reopened as 
a burlesque house. 

Frem the end of the nineteenth century until after World War II, the 
Trocadere served as Philadelphia's premier b\irlesque house. As such, its 
history reflects the history ;of this genre of entertainment. Early in this 
century, the Trocadere offered acts such as the Pace Makers, the Thoreughbreds, 
the Grown Up Babies and the French Frolies, and in I9I6 by "Direct Wire to the 
Grounds" the management announced the score of the Brooklyn-Boston World's 
Series from the stage. Also at the Trocadere Billy Watson, W. C. Fields and 
Red Skelton amused Philadelphia audiences. As taste changed after World War 
II, so did the theater's bill then headed by nationally known ecdysiasts such 
as Candy Barr, Blaze Starr and Georgia Southem. Most recently, the Tree has 
presented pomographic films and read-shown strippera whose double entendre 
names vary from city to city and from week to week. Only an occasional amateur 
night has brought back crowds reminiscent of the earlier years. The Tree, 
known to generetions of local undergraduates by such euphemisms, as the Theodore 
Roosevelt Opera Company, will soon close and be restored to its late-nineteenth 
century appearance and used primarily as a Theater for Chinese cinema and drama. 
The new owner,however, also proposes to rent this rather small house for 
lectures, recitals and plays. 

(Continued) 
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Although the rise and fall of burlesque has a legitimate place in 
American cultural history, the primary significance of the Arch Street Opera-
House stems from the high state of preservation at this modest-sized, late 
Victorian theater. Although somewhat shabby, both the exterior and the interior 
possess more of their architectural integrity than any theater or concert 
hall in Philadelphia with the exception of the much larger Academy of Music. 
Indeed, there are probably few such buildings of this type in the country as 
well preserved. This condition doubtless derives from the history of its use 
which inhibited frequent renovations. Its history and its preservation are 
weU combined by Richard J. Webster in Philadelphia Preserved: The Troc "now 
holds the dubious distinction as the oldest, i f not the only, burlesque 
theater in Philadelphia, but its long tenure in this barely remunerative 
enteipilse has preserved it from ruinous remodelings," 
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Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed for your review and consideration i s the 
nomination for The Arch Street Opera House (The Troc), Phila­
delphia County, to the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 
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information, please l e t us know. 
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