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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED JCORIGINAL SITE 
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Old Hoopes School is a one and one half story brick structure with a cobble-stone 
foundation. The outside dimensions are 28' by 38'. The gable roof has a wide plain frieze, 
boxed cornices supported by brackets and returns. The original cedar shingle roof has been 
replaced with tin. There is a partial basement which was used as a woodshed and coal bin 
under the school. 

The structure is 3 bays by one bay with one main entrance located in the east gable end. 
Windows are nine over nine with stone lintels. The doorway is shaded by a gable roofed 
porch. The door is panelled with a stone lintel. Small semi-circular venilator windows are 
located in the gable ends. 

The interior of the school house is one large room with the desks facing west. Natural slate 
blackboards line the entire width of the western wall. Wairecoating lines the walls to window 
level. Coat pegs are located on the east wall. The interior has been kept in its school room 
appearance. 

To the rear of the school are located the original frame outhouses which were constructed at 
the same time as the school. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1873 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Old Hoopes School is located on the road from Maitland (Strine's Mill) and Kellyville (Vira) 
/about five miles from Lewistown on Jack's Creek. Maitland in the J880's was a station on the 
) Mifflin and Centre Railroad. It had a post-office, depot, school-house and a few dwellings. 

The Grist mill of Henry Stine was located near the school. This mill as well as a saw-mill was 
'^"'^ . founded in 1798 by John Waggoner. 

{ The ftopes school was built circa 1873 and served the surrounding farms as well as the village 
[of Maitland. Architecturaly the school is an excellent example of a central Pennsylvania one-

j^v^iroom schoolhouse and is in excellent condition. The one-room school house represents the 
*'"^w>\"^ (standard educational facility for rural America throughout the history of education in this 

I ^country until consolidation made them obsolete in the 1940's - 50's. The Hoopes school is an 
^t''f''^'j[ excellent example of a Pennsylvania one-room school house. 
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15 November 1978 

C l i f f o r d G. Walters 
125 E. Logan Street 
Reedsville, PA 17084 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh, 

Thank you for your l e t t e r of November 8 acknowledging the 
nomination of the Old Hoopes School for l i s t i n g i n the National 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

I wish to give you a b r i e f summary of why I own the Old 
Hoopes School. As a c h i l d , I received a l l my eight years of el e ­
mentary education i n a one-room country school quite similar to 
the Old Hoopes School. Shortly after leaving t h i s school (1945) 
to go to high school and i n subsequent years, I began to r e a l i z e 
just how valuable the education was that I received there, and 
•I began to reminisce about the hardships and inconveniences of 
the teachers who taught i n one-room schools. 

I t was during t h i s period (1940-1950) that the one-room 
country school began to fade from the American scene as an educational 
f a c i l i t y . Many were converted into homes, storage sheds, etc., while 
others were completely torn down or l e f t to rot away. I decided 
at that time that I would r e a l l y l i k e to have one of these old schools 
to restore and keep s t r i c t l y for myself as a reminder of the things 
I experienced during my childhood. 

In 1974 I f i n a l l y had the opportunity to purchase such a school 
house, the Old Hoopes School. I t was completely stripped of i t s 
furnishings except for the stove. Months went by and I gradually 
restored the exterior of the building and acquired replacement 
furnishings. In 1975 I began to think about the approaching 
American Bi-centennial, and I thought that t h i s could be my personal 
Bi-centennial project so I increased my e f f o r t s i n refurbishing and 
refurnishing the i n t e r i o r . 

I had o r i g i n a l l y set Memorial Day as my target date to open the 
building to the public. However, I became involved i n my l o c a l 
Bi-centennail committee and was unable to make th i s opening date. 
I decided to make the 4th of July my next target date, and t h i s 
date was met successfully. Many people came to view the school 



and reminisce and enjoy t h e i r memories of th e i r childhood days spent 
in a one-room school. I t was then that I realized that I should not 
keep i t s t r i c t l y for myself, so I have opened the school for free 
public viewing on a l l 4th of July and Labor Day week-ends since, and 
other times by appointment. People s t i l l come and view and reminisce. 

I know that there are s t i l l some schools such as this one a v a i l ­
able to public viewing. However, i t i s my intention to make the Old 
Hoopes School the most authentic of a l l as regards to furnishings 
such as books, slates, slate pencils, desks, pencil boxes, lunch 
boxes and toys such as wooden blocks, jacks, jump ropes, marbles, etc. 
A l l these things I can remember very well as being common items i n 
the old school that I had attended, and they bring favorable comments 
from the public. These things are not found i n most old schools 
available for public viewing. 

These reasons, along with the information on the nomination 
application, are why I think the Old Hoopes School should be l i s t e d 
i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places, and I would l i k e to 
thank you and your s t a f f for any consideration given to i t . 

Ifford G. Walters 
Owner, the Old Hoopes School 
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