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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The James Mitchell house is a two and one half story painted brick
structure with a gable roof. Double chimneys are located in the gable
ends. A 2% story frame wing was added to the circa 1850's brick
structure making the layout of the Mitchell house L-shaped.

The front brick section is six bays by 4 bays. Windows today are

1 over 1 with stone lintels. The main doorway is located in the
4th bay. The paired doors were installed circa 1890 as well as the
glass sidelights. A gable roofed porch shaded this doorway but has
been removed recently.

The rear frame wing is two and one half stories with a gable roof
and an interior brick chimney in the gable eénd. “Windows ih' this 2
bay by 2 bay section are 1 over 1 double hung sash with wooden flat
hoods. At the rear inner angle is an inset porch and second story
room. A 2 bay dormer is located in the rear roof of the brick
section.

The interior of the building is basically intact. The central hallway
is flanked by 2 rooms on each side. Alterations to the interior consist
of the replacement of the original fireplace mantels with those char-
acteristic of the Victorian period and some alteration of the wooden
molding in the front first story rooms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Abstract: The James Mitchell house is of architectural significance to
the town of Indiana because it is one of the few remaining vernacular
Federal style buildings within the borough limits.

On August. 14, 1849, James Mitchell purchased.two lots, numbers 150 ...
and 149 in the town of Indiana for $100.00. On these lots he dbuilt -
his two and one half story brick house.

Tax assessment records for the years 1856-1860 indicate that James
Mitchell's occupation was that of Innkeeper. It seems quite likely
that he used his home as an Inn. It was during this period that
commerce and transportation were rgpidly expanding in Indiana County

as a result of the completion of the Pa. canal and the Pa. railroad.

An advertisement in the Democratic Messenger dated June 6, 1859, refers
to James Mitchell as being the proprietor of the Mansion House. Ap-
parently this was a hotel or a tavern. Since Mitchell's occupation
was listed as Innkeeper, it may be assumed that this building was used
as an Inn.

James Mitchell was a Borough councilman in 1847, 1853 and 1854. He
owned Lots 149 and 150 from 1849 to April 5, 1859, the date of the
recorded sale of the property to Hugh W. Weir, and Indiana attorney.

In the deed for the transaction it states" ... Upon which is erected

a large brick dwelling house, frame stable, log house and other out
buildings." Weir paid $1910 for the lots and buildings. This indicates
‘that the two story brick home was built sometime between 1849 and 1859.

In the deed of sale of the property from Hugh W. Weir to E. H. Wilson

on May 9, 1870, there is again reference to a 2 story brick house. The
house eventually came into the possession of H. E. Clark, who sold the
property to Dr. Howard B. Buterbaugh on Sept. 8, 1903. Dr. Buterbaugh
used the first floor of the building for many years as a-doctor's

office. It remained in the possession of the Buterbaugh family until
January 15, 1969 when it was sold to John J. Albarano, the present owner.
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James Mitchel 1House

Indiana County JUN 301978
rh: 1977 '
PC: M.Baker pEC 4 1978

PV: front facade (west) view
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James Mitchell House
Indiana County

PN 1877
PC: M.Baker
PV: rear (east) elevation

DEC 4 1978






James Mitchell House JUN 301978
Indiana County

PC: M.Baker
PV: chimney wall (south wall)






James Mitchell House gEC 4 1978
Indiana County ; i

PD: 1977 JUN 301978

PC: R.Burkert

PV: entrance way (west)






James Mitchell House

Indiana County JUN 301978
PD: 1977
PC: R.Burkert DEC 4 1978

PV: interior stairway
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