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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The James M i t c h e l l house i s a two and one half story painted brick 
structure with a gable roof. Double chimneys are located i n the gable 
ends. A 2-g- story frame wing was added to the c i r c a l850's brick 
structure making the layout of the M i t c h e l l house L-shaped. 

The front brick section i s s i x bays by h bays. Windows today are 
1 over 1 with stone l i n t e l s . The main doorway i s located i n the 
^th bay. The paired doors were i n s t a l l e d c i r c a 189O as well as the 
glass s i d e l i g h t s . A gable roofed porch shaded t h i s doorway but has 
been removed recently. 

The rear frame wing i s two and one half stories with a gable roof 
and an i n t e r i o r brick chimney i n the gable 4nd. ' Windbws i n t h i s 2 
bay by 2 bay section are 1 over 1 double hung sash with wooden f l a t 
hoods. At the rear inner angle i s an inset porch and second story 
room. A 2 bay dormer i s located i n the rear roof of the brick 
section. 

The i n t e r i o r of the building i s b a s i c a l l y i n t a c t . The central hallway 
i s flanked by 2 rooms on each side. Alterations to the i n t e r i o r consist 
of the replacement of the o r i g i n a l f i r e p l a c e mantels with those char­
a c t e r i s t i c of the V i c t o r i a n period and some a l t e r a t i o n of the wooden 
molding i n the front f i r s t story rooms. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Abstract: The James M i t c h e l l house i s of archi t e c t u r a l significance to 
the town of Indiana because i t i s one of the few remaining vernacular 
Federal style buildings within the borough l i m i t s . 

On Aug-ust 1^, 18.̂ 9; James M i t c h e l l purchased two l o t s , niMibers 150 ••••̂  
and 1̂-9 i n the town of Indiana for $100.00. On these l o t s he built^ : 
''-̂  ~ two and one half story brick house. his 

Tax assessment records for the 
Mit c h e l l ' s occupation was that 
that he used his home as an Inn 
commerce and transportation wer 
as a result of the completion o 
An advertisement i n the Democra 
to James M i t c h e l l as being the 
parently t h i s was a hotel or a 
was l i s t e d as Innkeeper, i t may 
as an Inn. 

years 1856-1860 indicate that James 
of Innkeeper. I t seems quite l i k e l y 

I t was during t h i s period that 
e r s p i d l y expanding i n Indiana County 
f the Pa. canal and the Pa. r a i l r o a d . 
t i c Messenger dated June 6, 1859, refers 
proprietor of the Mansion House. Ap-
tavern. Since Mi t c h e l l ' s occupation 
be assumed that t h i s building was used 

James M i t c h e l l was a Borough councilman i n l8^7, 1853 and 185*+. He 
owned Lots 1̂-9 and 150 from 18̂ -9 to A p r i l 5, l859, the date of the 
recorded sale of the property to Hugh W. Weir, and Indiana attorney. 
In the deed for the transaction i t states" ... Upon which i s erected 
a large brick dwelling house, frame stable, log house and other out 
buildings." Weir paid $1910 for the l o t s and buildings. This indicates 
that the two story brick home was b u i l t sometime between 18̂ -9 and l859-

In the deed of sale of the property from Hugh W. Weir to E. H. Wilson 
on May 9, 18/0, there i s again reference to a 2 story brick house. The 
house eventually came into the possession of H. E. Clark, who sold the 
property to Dr. Howard B. Buterbaugh on Sept. 8, I903. Dr. Buterbaugh 
used the f i r s t f l o o r of the building for many years as a doctor's 
o f f i c e . I t remained i n the possession of the Buterbaugh family u n t i l 
January 15, 1969 when i t was sold to John J . Albarano, the present owner. 
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