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Clark Memorial Hall is a three story house built in the Italian villa manner, with
the characteristic round headed windows, central tower and arched entranceway. Four
bays by six bays the house has a cross gable roof and heavy cornices with brackets and
dentils. The walls are smooth brick with large brick quoins. Windows are two over
two with rounded arches and carved wooden hoods. Some windows are paired under a
common hood. There are bay windows on the north and east elevations. Windows in the
tower are in sets of three with connected hoods. The tower once had a finial but this
was blown off during a heavy wind storm in 1920 and was never replaced. Below the
sets of windows in the tower is a wooden belt course and circular windows with wooden
hoods.

Both the north and east elevations have one story wooden porches. Heavy pillars,
brackets and dentils decorate these porches. Originally these porches had roof
banisters. Since the buildings contructions in 1869-70, both the north and east porches
have been enlarged.

Interior doorways also have rounded arches. In 1920, the interior walls separating
the diningroom from the livingroom and four second floor bedrooms walls were removed
to make larger rooms. The main stairway, and a dumbwaiter and shaft were also
removed, as were several fireplaces. Although the marble and tile fireplace in the
former parlor still remains.

The present occupant, the Indiana County Historical and Genealogical Society,
hope to restore and maintain this building in its original character.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Clark property adjoins Washington Street in the rear, which is the
approximate route of the Kittanning Path over which Lt. Colonel John Armstrong led a
party of colonials to destroy the Indian village of Kittanning in 1756. The property also
adjoins the present Memorial Park, the first cemetery within the borough of Indiana.
Originally owned by George Clymer, a signer of the Declaration of Independence, the
property was sold from Clymer's estate to the trustees of the Indiana Academy in 1816.
The Academy, the first institution of learning equivalent to a high school in the county,
was opened in 1818. The original stone building was originally replaced by one of brick
and the Academy was reopened under the name of the Indiana Seminary, a co-education
institution. Among its graduates were Matthew Stanley Quay, who later became
Republican boss of Pennsylvania, and Silas M. Clark, who returned to teach in the
Seminary for several years. The Seminary was destroyed by fire in 1858 and the
property was sold to Harry White, later to become a county judge and a prominent Civil
War veteran. White sold the property to Silas M. Clark who, in 1869-70 built his
residence, the present Clark Memorial Hall.

Silas M. Clark, the descendent of pioneer ancestors who had settled in Indiana and
Westmoreland Counties, was born on January 18, 1834. After teaching at the Indiana
Seminary, he entered into a law apprenticeship and was admitted, in 1857, to the bar.
He had also embarked on a short career as a newspaper man when, in 1856, he
established the "Indiana Messenger", a Democratic journal. He was elected as a
senatorial delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1872-3, and in 1882 was elected
on the Democratic ticket as an associate justice of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.
Although he was largely known as an able and fair jurist, he never lost his early interest
in the field of education. Serving for several years as director of the Indiana County
Schools, he became one of the founders of the Normal School of Indiana, now Indiana
University of Pennsylvania. When the Normal School opened in 1875 he was serving as
secretary on its board of trustees, and after the death of John Sutton he served as
president of the board until his death. The early success of this institution ean be
largely attributed to his intelligent efforts in its behalf.

Clark built his home at a time when Indiana was rapidly growing as the center for
county government and higher education. Its elegant style and impressive size show the
wealth and feeling of the 1870's and 80's in the town of Indiana. John Sutton Hall, a
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National Register property on the campus of Indiana University of Pennsylvania, was
also built in the Italian villa style during the same period. While John Sutton Hall is a
good example of the vernacular Italian villa on a large public building scale, Clark
Memorial Hall shows this style of building used for a home.

After Clark's death, his residence was occupied by his son, J. Wood Clark. The
Pennsylvania legislature passed an act in 1911 allowing county commissioners to erect a
monument or memorial to Civil War veterans of their counties. In heirs for $20,000,
and renamed it the Soldiers' Memorial Hall (later dedicated to veterans of all wars).
The building was originally planned to be torn down and replaced with a new memorial
hall and armory, but due to the urgent wartime need for a Red Cross headquarters and a
patriotic meeting place the building was allowed to remain. As the American Red Cross
headquarters from 1918 until 1930, the building was known as the Chapter House. In this
regard it served as a focal point for war and disaster relief efforts within the county.

Clark Memorial Hall is still the meeting place for many eivil, political and
veterans groups. Since 1951 the Historical and Genealogical Society of Indiana County
has met in the building. Silas M. Clark's library is now the library of the Historical
Society.
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