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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pittsburgh Athletic Association Clubhouse is a five-story,
steel frame, rectangular building sheathed in brick, stone, and
terra cotta. The building is of the Venetian High Renaissance
style. An entablature, and projecting cornice with modillions,
divides the facade. The building rests on a low podium and is
horizontally divided by an entablature and projecting cornice with
modillions. The upper cornice is more elaborate with eyebrow
windowsj; panels with coupled festoons, dentils and modillions.

The coupled colossal pilasters and columns are o the ornate
composite order. The roof is flat.

The semi-circular ground story w1ndows create an arcade effect
commont to Italian Renaissance Architecture.' The rondels on either
side ‘of -the ‘érown of the drchivolts further enhance the highly
ornamented surface texture.

The interior has been altered, but the main lobby and other
reception rooms have managed to keep their chief architectural
features. The marble and terra cotta swimming pool, with its
Guastavino tiles, is a fine Late Victorian period piece. The
club is in an excellent state of preservation.
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SPECIFIC DATES

1909-1911

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

of young business men.

Schenley Farms tract.

his partnership with W.Y. Cocken
for Industrial Research (1931- 375
and the Long Vue Country Club (1922 26).
Association Clubhouse was opened in April of 1911.
example of the Venetian High Renaissance style.

The Pittsburgh Athletic Association was formed in 1908 by a group

In 1909 they bought land in Nicolas new

They. commissioned the firm of Janssen and-

Abbott, which had recently been formed, to design the present clubhouse.
Benno Janssen (1874-196%) was an. outstanding Pittsburgh. architect. :In

he is known for the Mellon Instltute
the E.J. Kaufmann House (1924-26),

The Pittsburgh Athletic

The building is an
It is basically a

variation of Sansovino's Palazzo Corner in Venice (1532); the facade

order is reminiscent of the Grimani Palace, Venice (1549);
frieze with its cupids and garlands recalls Sansovino's Library of
The club is in excellent condition.

St. Mark, Venice (1536).

and the
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