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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

i^EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED 2^NALTERED "^ORIGINAL SITE 

_GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE_ 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Pittsburgh A t h l e t i c Association Clubhouse i s a f i v e - s t o r y , 
steel frame, rectangular building sheathed i n brick, stone, and 
te r r a cotta. The building i s of the Venetian High Renaissance 
st y l e . An entablature, and projecting cornice with modillions, 
divides the facade. The building rests on a low podium and i s 
ho r i z o n t a l l y divided by an entablature and projecting cornice with 
modillions. The upper cornice i s more elaborate with eyebrow 
windows; panels with coupled festoons, d e n t i l s and modillions. 
The coupled colossal p i l a s t e r s and columns are o the ornate 
composite order. The roof i s f l a t . 

The semi-circular ground story windows create an arcade effect, 
commoh to I t a l i a n Renaissance Architecture.' The rondels on either 
side of - the "-crown of the arch i v o i t s further erihance the highly 
ornamented surface texture. 

The I n t e r i o r has been altered, but the main lobby and other 
reception rooms have managed to keep t h e i r chief a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
features. The marble and t e r r a cotta swimming pool, with i t s 
Guastavino t i l e s , i s a f i n e Late Victorian period piece. The 
club i s i n an excellent state of preservation. 



El SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
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—1600-1699 
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-RELIGION 
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-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 
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-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1 9 0 9 - 1 9 1 1 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

The Pittsburgh A t h l e t i c Association was formed i n I908 by a group 
of young business men. I n I909 they bought land i n Nicola's new 
Schenley Farms t r a c t . They.commissioned the fi r m of Janssen and 
Abbott,' which had recently been formed, to design the present clubhouse. 
Benno Janssen (187^-196^) was an outstanding Pittsburgh. a r c h i t e c t . ; : I n 
his partnership with W.Y. Cocken. he i s known for the Mellon I n s t i t u t e 
f o r I n d u s t r i a l Research (1931-37), the E.J. Kaufmann House (192>+-26), 
and the Long Vue Country Club (1922-26). The Pittsburgh A t h l e t i c 
Association Clubhouse was opened i n A p r i l of I 9 I I . The building i s an 
example of the Venetian High Renaissance st y l e . I t i s basically a 
va r i a t i o n of Sansovino's Palazzo Corner i n Venice (1532); the facade 
order i s reminiscent of the Grimani Palace, Venice (15^9); and the 
fr i e z e with i t s cupids and garlands recalls Sansovino's Library of 
St. Mark, Venice (1536). The club i s i n excellent condition. 
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V E R B A L B O U N D A R Y DESCRIPTION 

I t faces F i f t h Avenue and extends from Blgelow Boulevard to Lytton 
Avenue. I t i s bound on the north by i t s own parking l o t and by the 
Syria Mosque, an auditorium of the l o c a l Masonic Order. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

[FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

James D. Van Trump, Research Director / Mark Blake 
ORGANIZATION DATE 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIC»I7\L REGISTER 

STATE P ^ S Y L V A N I A 

Date Entered ggC 1 .S 1978 

Name 

Weaver, Henry, Farmstead 

Williams, John, Farm 

Sullivan County Courthouse 

/ Pittsburgh Athletic Association Building 

Lawrence County Courthouse 

Land Title Building 

Allegheny Baptist Church (Free Methodist Church) 

Jones, B.F., Memorial Library 

Pennsylvania Institute for the Deaf 

Location 

Terre Hill vicinity 
Lancaster County 

Phoenlxvllle vicinity 
Chester County 

Laporte 
Sullivan County 

Pittsburgh 
Allegheny County 

New Castle 
Lawrence County 

Philadelphia 
Philadelphia County 

Pleasantville 
Venango County 

Aliquippa 
Beaver County 

Philadelphia 
Philadelphia County 

Also Notified 

Honorable H. John Heinz, I I I 
Honorable Richard S. Schweiker 
Honorable Robert S. Walker 
Honorable Richard T. Schulze 
Honorable Daniel J. Flood 
Honorable William S. Moorhead 
Honorable Eugene V. Atkinson 
Honorable William H. Gary, I I I 
Honorable William F. dinger, Jr. 
Honorable Raymond F. Lederer 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Ed Weintraub 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission 

P.O. Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

NR Byers/bjr 1/19/79 
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