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DESCRIPTION
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__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Forry House is a two and one-half story, limestone house with
a gable roof and two gable end brick chimneys. Heavy stone lintels
top the windows of the four by two opening house. The number of
panes or type of sash is not known as all but one gable end window
is boarded up. The window frames have heavy pegs bordered by a
window frame beaded band composed of a bead and a cove.

Attached to the rear of the house is a one story clapboard shed.
Ig the gable end is a date stone with the name, Forry and a date of
180G, =257 22 %4 T & Jo% 14 T ¢k B fe TRTEmET LT R

Doors arellocated in the central front and central rear of the house
connected by a full width hall. The front doorway contains two sin-
gle panels with raised relief and two smaller raised relief panels
bordering a four-eight transom.

Clapboard sheeting has been added on the front facade to help pre-
vent moisture from seeping into the building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This stone house was built by Rudolph Forry in 1809.

The building retains most of its original design and feeling so
that it can be easily restored. The only significant alteration
was the addition of the clapboard sheeting. Practically all of
York's architecture from its Colonial and early Federal Period was
log and brick. There were few stone houses. In York County many
stone buildings remain from this period, but it is rare to find
stone townhouses.

Rudolph Forry operated a tanning business at this site since the
first decade of the 19th centurg. The tanning business continued
there through the 1860's. By 1876 the property became the Fred K.
Burnhouse coal yard. By 1894 a cigar factory was operating in the
house where it continued until the Columbia Gas Company bought the
property and used the house for storage. '

Abraham Forry, son¥ of Rudolph, grew up in this house. Abraham

was elected Chief Burgess of the Borough of York 5 times from 1854
to 1859. He was also a prominent York businessman and civic leader.
The Forry family was one of the most prominent in York during the
19th century. Various members of the family were active in York
politics, business, and churches.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a point on the east side of North Newberry Street at the
intersection with the railroad tracks, thence east 284 feet to Grant
Street, thence south 72 feet to the adjoining lot, thence west 284 feet
to Newberry Street, thence north 72 feet to the beginning.
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