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D N A M E 
HISTORIC J U D G E J O H F R Y O N / H O U S E 

AND/OR COMMON 

J u d g e I r a K i l b o u r n e H o u s e 

HLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

M a i n S t r e e t —NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY. TOWN 

L a w r e n c e v i l l e VICINITYOF 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

10th 
STATE CODE 

Pennsylvania h2 
COUNTY 

T l o p ; a 
CODE 

117 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
—DISTRICT 

J^UILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

X 

OWNERSHIP 
PUBLIC 

PRIVATE 

BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
IN PROCESS 

BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
—OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
— Y E S : RESTRICTED 

- X Y E S : UNRESTRICTED 

— N O 

P R E S E N T U S E 
—AGRICUI^TURE — M U S E U M 

—COMMERCIAL — P A R K 

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

X_GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY —OTHER: 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

T i o g a Coun ty Redeve lopment A u t h o r i t y 
STREET & NUMBER 

M a i n S t r e e t 
CITY.TOWN 

L a w r e n c e v i l l e VICINITYOF 
STATE 

P e n n s y l v a n i a 

QLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. T l o g a C o i m t y C o u r t h o u s e 
STREETS. NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
W e l l s b o r o 

STATE 

P e n n s y l v a n i a 

Q REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

P e n n s y l v a n i a I n v e n t o r y o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s 
DATE 

3 - 7 - 7 7 -FEDERAL J[STATE —COUNTY — L O C A L 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEYRECORDS P o n n s j l v a n l a H i s t o r i c a l and Museum Commiss ion 
CITY.TOWN 

. H a r r i s b u r g 
STATE 

P e n n s y l v a n i a 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X.ORIGINAL SITE 

X G O O D —RUINS X - ^ L T E R E D —MOVED DATE_ 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Judge Ryon House Is a Greek Revival Temple form 
house b u i l t about 18̂ +0. The house was apparently s i x by 
four bays. With the southwest corner a two story porch 
(thus explaining why the south facade shows a break). 

The present kitchen area to the rear of the main 
section appears to have been added i n the l880's but re­
modeled several times since. 

The front portico i s supported by four f u l l f l u t e d 
Ionic columns. The c a p i t a l s , while we l l executed, seem 
oversized for the columns and house i n general. The ex­
i s t i n g cornice i s r e l a t i v e l y simple and may possibly be 
replacements although i t i s more l i k e l y that the builder 
skimped on the d e t a i l s . The front facade i s separated 
into three equal sections by p i l a s t e r s with f r e t work 
designs at the top which apparently were copied from Asher 
Benjamin's " P r a c t i c a l House Carpenter". The two front 
doors were also drawn from that source. 

Some of the remaining s i x over s i x sash appear to 
be o r i g i n a l and i n a l l l l k l i h o o d they were used on both 
f l o o r s . The ex i s t i n g f l o o r plan i s symetrical and pre­
sumably r e f l e c t s 'the o r i g i n a l . I n t e r i o r moldings are 
r e l a t i v e l y p>laln p i l l a r and blo^cks. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

—1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

1600-1699 

—1700-1799 

X l 800-1899 

— 1900-

A R E A S OF SIGNIFICANCE 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

A R C H E O L O G Y - H I S T O R I C 

A G R I C U L T U R E 

X A R C H I T E C T U R E 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY P A N N I N G 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK A N D JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— L A W 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

When the Borough of Lawrenceville was erected i n 
l 8 l 8 a l l the land i n the south part of town as owned by 
Judge Ira Kllborne who was one of the early s e t t l e r s . 
During his l i f e t i m e he s p l i t off sections along the main 
street of town. On one of these, Judge John Ryon b u i l t 
the front part of the present structure. Ryon started 
practice i n Lawrenceville around 18̂ +0 and apparently 
b u i l t the Classic Greek Revival temple form mansion 
which i s currently the s i t e o f f i c e for the Lawrenceville 
Disaster Urban Research Area project. The building i s one 
of the best examples of i t s type i n Pennsylvania»and 
ea s i l y the most impressive building l o c a l l y . The Ryon 
family owned the property u n t i l I968 and made several 
additions to the rear of the o r i g i n a l structure. These 
additions are generally i n keeping with the style of the 
o r i g i n a l structure, but lack the d e t a i l of the o r i g i n a l . 

The o r i g i n a l building's general design and d e t a i l s 
were drawn from the works of Asher Benjamin within the 
context of Pennsylvania Architecture. Temple form houses 
are very rare, however, t h i s one i s only a few hundred 
yards from the New York State l i n e where the style i s 
far more common. 

The building was o r i g i n a l l y scheduled for demoli­
t i o n , but w i l l now be sold f o r r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . 
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BSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
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NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
3 ) N A M E as i t appears on federal register: 
Ryon, Judge John. House 

( 2 ) O T H E R N A M E S - . 

! K i l b o u r n e . 
g) LOCATION street & number 

Main St. 
city / town 
Lawrenceville 

vicinity of 
.TiiHgA T r a , Hriii.c;p 

^ \ d a t e of e n t r y ; 

state county 

Tioga 
i OWNER awiVUTE DSTATE •MUNICIPAL DCOUNTY DMULTIFU DfEDERAKagency name), 
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iiliiMMniiiir 

^CONDITION 
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D unexcavated 
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Dunaltered Dmoved 
D reconstructed Dunknown 
D excavated 
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DAGRICULTURE-3 D CONSERVATION - 8 DHEALTH-27 
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D LANDSCAPE ARCH. 
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D MUSIC- 19 
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D SCIENCE- 23 DURBAN PLANNING-31 
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D TRANSPORTATION-25 
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