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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Judge Ryon House is a Greek Revival Temple form
house built about 1840. The house was apparently six by
four bays. With the southwest corner a two story porch
(thus explaining why the south facade shows a break).

The present kitchen area to the rear of the main

section appears to have been added in the 1880's but re-
modeled several times since.

The front portico is supported by four full fluted
Ionic columns. The capitals, while well executed, seem
oversized for the columns and house in general. The ex-
isting cornice is relatively simple and may possibly be
replacements although it is more likely that the builder
skimped on the details. The front facade is separated
into three equal sections by pilasters with fret work
designs at the top which apparently were copied from Asher
Benjamin's "Practical House Carpenter". The two front
doors were also drawn from that source.

Some of the remaining six over six sash appear to
be original and in all liklihood they were used on both
floors. The existing floor plan is symetrical and pre-
sumably reflects ‘the original. Interior moldings are
relatively plain pillar and blocks.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

When the Borough of Lawrenceville was erected in
1818 all the land in the south part of town as owned by
Judge Ira Kilborne who was one of the early settlers.
During his lifetime he split off sections along the main
street of town. On one of these, Judge John Ryon built
the front part of the present structure. Ryon started
practice in Lawrenceville around 1840 and apparently
built the Classic Greek Revival temple form mansion
which is currently the site office for the Lawrenceville
Disaster Urban Research Area project. The building 1s one
of the best examples of its type in Pennsylvania.and
easily the most impressive building locally. The Ryon
family owned the property until 1968 and made several
additions to the rear of the original structure. These
additions are generally in keeping with the style of the
original structure, but lack the detail of the original.

The original building's general design and details
were drawn from the works of Asher Benjamin within the
context of Pennsylvania Architecture. Temple form houses
are very rare, however, this one is only a few hundred
yards from the New York State line where the style is
far more common.

The building was originally scheduled for demoli-
tion, but will now be sold for rehabilitation.
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