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The William and Luranna Allison Residence is a three-story (the 
third story enveloped by the steep roof) brick house of 
Victorian Gothic inspiration built by Mr. William M. Allison prior 
to his marriage to Luranna B. Higman on June 2, I88O. The house 
was built by Mr. Allison as a wedding gift to his brida. The 
house stands today in excellent condition with relatively slight 
alteration. Fotir out-buildings remain on the property (a two-
story, summer kitchen, a small barn, a carriage house, and a fruit 
cellar) and contribute to the charm and integrity of the setting. 

The house in plan is basically rectangular measuring roughly h2 
feet across the facade and 32 feet in depth. The facade, however, 
is irregular in plan with a recessed central entrance bay and a 
projected three-sided bay to its right. A foyer and impressive 
stairway form the focal center of the interior space. 

The house was designed with a consistant emphasis on Gothic ver-
ticallty and whimsey is effectively conveyed on the third story 
with the varieties of gable ends, bargeboards and windows. The 
eaves are punctuated with a suggestion of exposed rafters. Three 
shaped-brick chimneys rise from these steep slopes. Below, on the 
front of the house, the small entrance porch sits as i f in a chasm. 
Its attenuated proportion and open tracery present an effective 
foil to the massive aspects of the house. 

The interior of the house was divided into eleven rooms and a 
bath. Its principal effect derives from the es^tensive use of 
native walnut in the stairway, in tall sliding double doors, and in 
trim. The stairway begins perpendictil^r to the main entrance and 
turns cotinterclockwise with a slight spiral substituting for a 
landing. It is closed string with stair-ends containing long re­
cessed oval panels with moldings. Transition from wall to ceiling 
on the first floor is afforded by gilt cornices of pole and banner 
design with stylized foliate bosses. The three original marble 
mantelpieces remain downstairs. The second floor features the upper 
foyer with double glass doors leading to the balcony and bedrooms 
with original built-in closets. 

Allison added a two-story frame extension to the back of the house 
in 1890 providing additional kitchen space and servants' quarters. 
This addition deteriorated over the years and was torn away about 
ten years ago. 
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Circa I960 the little stoop to the left of the main entrance 
was removed, and the windmill was finally dismantled. The 
bank barn had been removed in the late 19^0's. Other changes 
include the removal of the iron fence which surroxmded the 
yard, and the elimination of tracery at gable ends and from 
the entablature of the side porch. There have been very few 
interior changes. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The William and Luranna Allison Residence is a delightful 
example of rural American Gothic architecture. It was the first 
house in Centre County to be built with central heating and was 
furnished with every modern convenience. Nearly all materials 
used in the construction of the house are believed to have been 
furnished from the local resources of the Allison Farms. It is 
also an excellent example of the widespread influence of 19th 
century builder's guides. Mr. Allison copied almost exactly 
plans for a Gothic house printed in A, J. Bicknell's Detail, 
Cottage and Constructive Architecture. New York, 1873• Allison's 
only deviation from architect's William T. Halletts' drawings was 
the use of brick instead of clapboard siding. 

William M. Allison (1850-1922) was a man with varied busi­
ness interests and high stature in the Penns Valley region. His 
first business venture was the management of a woolen mill. 
Later he managed a grist mill at Spring Mills, supervised the 
extensive farming interests of his family, and entered the coal 
business. The Commemorative Biographical Record of Central 
Pennsylvania (1898) Describes Allison as a "substantial business­
man, and an honored and influential citizen." Further, it says 
that he "believes in making the proper use of all the good things 
of life, and his elgant home near Spring Mills, one of the finest 
in Penn's Valley, is supplied with every possible convenience." 
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