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St, Mark's Episcopal Church i s located in the moun­
tains of Jim Thorpe (formerly Mauch Chunk), Pennsylvania. The 
church built in 1869 and designed by Richard Upjohn, i s one 
of Pennsylvania's outstanding late Gothic Revival churches. 
Its basic plan i s that of a Latin cross. A square, crenellated 
b e l l tower f i t s into the angle formed by nave and transept. An 
octagonal stair-turret rises above the tower. The main body of 
the church i s built of regularly coursed, dressed stone. Red 
stone color i s used discreetly in the moldings and copings. 
Window s i l l s and frames are also done in the contrasting color. 
"Archaeological ornament i s agreeably subdued, but there are 
recognizable features of the very popular English Decorated 
Style in the broad openings f i l l e d with geometrically patterned 
tracery, particularly in the great chancel window* . . . " 
(Harold Dickson, A Hundred Pennsylvania Buildings. #64). Three 
flights of covered stairs, their covering built of irregular 
stone, make up the main entranceway. The stone stair covering 
replaced an earlier one. Single, double, and t r i p l e lancet 
windows appear on the Race Street and Susquehanna Street expo­
sures. Simple. Early Gothic buttresses are used on a l l facades 

St. Mark's has an equally outstanding interior, 
Gothic rib vaults form i t s basic structure. Nave, choir, and 
sanctuary are arranged on three ascending levels. The floors 
are>laid in English Minton t i l e s . The Packer memorial reredos 
-is located at the front of the nave. Sculptured of Caen stone, 
i t i s a replica of the reredos at the chapel of Windsor Castle, 
England. An altar made of marble, black walnut pews, and c e i l ­
ing paintings are also included among the rich details of the 
church interior. A rose window, made of Czechoslovakian glass 
and recently restored, i s placed above the font. Much of the 
stained glass work of the church interior iras executed by Louis 
Tiffany of New York City. 

The Church interior i s mostly origin^il. Some of the 
stained glass has been replaced after blasting some breakage. 
An elevator was installed in 1912. and consequently the main 
staircase has been l i t t l e used since then. The original organ 
has been renobated. and the heating replaced. Several bells 
have been added to the original number in the tower. 

An annex, the Sarah Packer Memorial Building, was 
added in 1887. The general exterior materials and style of the 
annex are similar to those of the main church. Varicolored 
stonework i s used on moldings and copings. The interior wood­
work i s lighter (pine) and the rooms are decorated in Queen 
Anne style, reflecting changing tastes. The annex houses Sunday 

School f a c i l i t i e s , library, choir room, corporation room, and 
kitchen. A small chantry in the building was redone in a Flor­
entine motif in 1955. Some other interior changes have been 
made the most important being the conversation of a storage 
area—to a meeting rotanr. ~ 
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St. Mark's has been recognized as an outstanding archi­
tectural work: "Of the well nigh countless later Gothic Rev­
iva l churches in the Commonwealth, one of the most notable i s 
St. Mark's church at Mauch Chunk." (Harold Dickson, A Hundred 
Pennsylvania Buildings. #64). Richard Upjohn, prominent churclji 
designer was the architect. The church i s especially inter­
esting because of i t s adaptation to a d i f f i c u l t site; i t i s 
l i t e r a l l y built into the rock of the adjacent mountain. The 
corner toWer. f i t t e d into the junction of nave and transept, 
i s especially effective, "mounting from the prow of the sub­
structure, i t s octagonal stair turret thrust skyward in a 
spire. . .Trim, sophisticated forms. . .help to characterize 
this as an edifice in the f u l l tide of the Victorian era." 
(Dickson, op. c i t . ) . The lavish interior, with i t s walnut 
Woodwork Tiffany glass, and Caen stone reredos, i s a fine eom-
plement to the exterior. 

St Mark's i s also notable for i t s connection with Asa 
Packer, millionaire railroad baron, who was a vestryman at St. 
Mark's for forty-four years and a warden for twenty-four. 
Packer became wealthy after re-organizing the Lehigh Valley 
Railroad. St. Mark's was one beneficiary of his philanthrophy; 
he and his family contributed a great deal of money toward the 
construction of the church and i t s additions. 

The contributions of the Packers and other wealthy par­
ishioners made possible the exceptional design and interior 
furnishings of St. Mark's. The church building recalls an era 
when Mauch Chunk, commercial and transportation center for 
anthracite region was inhabited by a dozen millionaires. As 
the "Switzerland of America", Mauch Chunk also enjoyed a thriv­
ing tourist tirade. With the decline of the coal and r a i l bus­
inesses and the advent of the automobile, the town's fortunes 
also declined, and Jim Thorpe i s now bleak and economically 
depressed. St Mark's church i s an imposing reminder of a more 
prosperous era. 
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Architectural Analysis: 

St. Mark's Episcopal Church on Race Street i n Jim Thorpe was 
the next to the l a s t work of Richard M. Upjohn's career. I t was 
designed i n 1865-67 and constructed i n I867-69. Upjohn designed 
only one other structure after t h i s , St. Luke's i n New York City. 

The present church replaced a smaller single storied structure 
which was perched somewhat awkwardly on the same foundation base as 
the present church. Upjohn brought to the task of building t h i s 
church an extensive history of buildings Gothic r e v i v a l stone 
churches i n the c i t i e s , and i n the r u r a l area simple wooden struc­
tures of V i c t o r i a n design. His urban designs were more interesting 
i n that they often were able to refocus an entire urban space by 
t h e i r presence. T r i n i t y Church i n New York presents an imposing 
facade to Wall Street, through i t s enormous tower behind which i s 
a very small Church. I t appears thus to dominate Wall Street put­
ting God before a l l else, perhaps a necessary message for that 
street. 

St. Mark's i n Jim Thorpe was a unique problem. I t i s on a 
steep s i t e i n a small v i l l a g e with urban building patterns, further 
i t i s surrounded by very steep mountains. Upjohn's solution had to 
f i t the s i t e , state the importance of the Church with l i m i t e d and 
d i f f i c u l t sight l i n e s , not be l o s t against the mountains or disappear 
among the other structures, and provide an extraordinary amount of 
space i n a small area. He accomplished a l l of the above. 

To start he made the decision to use a Gothic Revival structure 
for the s i t e . The materials would be rough cut native stone with 
an emphasis on building into the s i t e and not trying to ackwardly 
ignore the s i t e . I t was unusual i n Upjohn's work for him to do any-
^thing crudely, yet here against a backdrop of Rhododenron and rock, 
he did just that. 

The church i s b u i l t i n a ti e r e d effect, i t steps up the moun­
t a i n from the s o l i d ledge on which the lowest foundation wall occurs. 
To reach t h i s l e v e l i t was necessary to excavate into the platform 
on which the previous structure had been perched. Thus as you enter 
the Church, at the lowest l e v e l , there i s a very cold sensation of 
being low i n the ground. Doors opening out of the vestibule and the 
small chapel (formerly coal bin) on t h i s l e v e l , open d i r e c t l y into 
rooms with stone floors and ledge walls. As you go up the stairway 
or the elevator, (vintage 1912 Otis model i n mint condition), there 
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are several smaller rooms at an intermediate l e v e l . These rooms 
have been remodeled i n a t o t a l l y modern way. 

Rising up.one more l e v e l , you come to the main church and what 
i s called the Great H a l l . After t h i s dark close ascent, the church 
and Great H a l l open up as great a i r y spaces with l o t s of stained glass 
and gleaming brass f i x t u r e s . The church i s i n the form of a Roman 
Cross with the peak of the roof 58' above the f l o o r . A l l of the 
f i t t i n g s of the church are opulent and of the f i n e s t quality. The 
flo o r s of Minton T i l e from England, the pews of Honduras Mahogany, 
l i g h t i n g f i x t u r e s , lecturns and a l t e r r a i l of f i n e l y worked brass; 
the stained glass by Louis Tiffany and other great glass workers, the 
a l t e r and baptismal front of fine I t a l i a n white marble, etc...St. 
Mark's Parish was the church of the wealthiest men of the nineteenth 
century l i v i n g i n Mauch Chunk, the high r o l l e r s i n coal and railroads 
and iron. Thus the f i t t i n g s of t h i s church could not have been any­
thing but the best. Inside the church the two most s t r i k i n g archi­
t e c t u r a l features are the east or transept windows and the west facing 
rose window. The transept window i s p a r t i a l l y obscured by a reredos 
of which was added by the family of Asa Packer i n iBBO. The rose 
window i s a glorious profusion of crimsons and cobalt blues i n the 
afternoon when the west sun i s shining down on i t . This window i s 
one example of extravagence to which the Parish went i n building t h i s 
church, cobalt blue was made at that time only from the mud of-a 
r i v e r i n France, i t was rare and extraordinarily expensive, yet there 
i s a profusion of i t i n t h i s window. Other furnishings of the Church 
include gold and s i l v e r chalices, a s t e r l i n g c o l l e c t i o n plate imbedded 
with diamonds and rubies and other candelabrum and f i x t u r e s from L. S. 
Tiffany and Sons. 

A great H a l l adjoins the main church on t h i s upper l e v e l , i t i s 
smaller than the main church but can be enlarged by moving wooden parti­
tion;;- walls and with the use of a balcony. I t has a wood beamed and 
paneled c e i l i n g so that i t presents excellent accoustlcal properties 
for the occasional musical events presented here. 

The o r i g i n a l entrance and exit way from the church i s an open 
stone stairway, which by the way i t wraps around the outside of the 
church, v i s u a l l y binds together the various levels of the structure. 
I t i s also an example of the subtle sense of humor which Upjohn must 
have had i n putting the church together, for i t i s a Gothicized ver­
sion of Bernini's "Scala Regia" at the Vatican i n Rome. Upjohn had 
copied i n rough hewn Gothic forms, Bernini's Renaissance masterpiece. 
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This stone s t a i r seems perfectly suited both to i t s r u r a l setting and 
the important v i s u a l function i t serves i n i t . 

On the northeast corner of the church, r i s i n g up above the stone 
s t a i r s i s a high tower containing the church chimes of twelve b e l l s . 
The tower, the s t a i r , and the various church lev e l s pop out at the 
viewer very e f f e c t i v e l y from the l i m i t e d sight l i n e s afforded by the 
surrounding structures and mountains. 

At the west end of the structure a rectangular o f f i c e building 
was added to the church by Addison Hutton in:l890. I t uses the same 
stone and meets the church cornice l i n e at the west end. In effect, 
i t merely elongates the church at one end without i n any way tampering 
with Upjohn's basic structure or form. 
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Himphry Marshall House, Chester County, Pennsylvania 
Healy Hall, Georgetown University, Washington, DC 
Rockefeller Center, New York, New York 
Winn Meinorial Library, Woburn, Massachusetts 
Crane Memorial Library, Ouincy, Massachusetts 
Converse Memorial Library, Maiden, Massachusetts 
H. H. Richardson Historic District in North Easton, Massachusetts 
U.S.S. Sequoia (Presidential Yacht Sequoia), Washington, DC 

In accordance with National Historic Landmarks Program regulations, the Board 
reviewed the studies nominating these properties for Landmark status, and found 
that the properties meet National Historic Landmarks Program criteria. The 
Board therefore voted to reconmend that they be designated as National Historic 
Landmarks. None of the parties required to be notified of Landmark nanination 
proposals objects to these nominations. 

I reconmend that you approve the Board's recoinnendations and designate as 
National Historic Landmarks all the properties listed above. 

Approve Disapprove 

Date 
December 23, 1987 

Date 

Prepared by: Laura Feller ext.: 343-8167 
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