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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Passavant House was built in 1809 as a wedding present for
Zelie Basse Passavant. The house is a rather simple 24 story brick
building on a sandstone foundation. The house is three bays wide
and two deep. The main facade has a centrally located doorway whose
elegance and grace is highlighted by the austerity of the rest of the
house. The recessed doorway is flanked by two reeded pilasters
supporting a full pediment. The panelling on the door, and entrance
way, the sunburst transom is reminiscent of the doorways of Georgian
Philadelphia.

The windows have simple stone sills and lintels. Those on the
front have panelled shutters. (Early drawings of the house show
shutters of a batten construction). A brick stringcourse runs a-
cross the main facade providing the only exterior decoration. Small
square windows are located in the attic level of the gables.

Circa 1820 a two story frame addition was added to the rear of
the house. The addition was three bays long and effectively double
the size of the house. In 1915 a two story bay window arrangement
was added to the north gable end and a classic Greek revival porch
added to the north side of the addition. Aside from these items the
house has been little altered.

The interior of the house has most of its original wood work
including flooring, panelling and fireplace mantles.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The "Baron'" Frederick William Detmar Basse suffered severe finan-
cial losses in Germany during the early Napleonic wars. In 1802 in
an attempt to recoup his fortunes he purchased 10,000 acres of
Depreciation Lands in what is now Butler County. By 1808 he had sold
a large tract of his land to the Harmony Society, and developed
farming and mercantile interest throughout the area. He laid out a
town which he named after his favorite daughter Zelie. He persuaded
Zelie and her new husband Philippe Passavant to imigrate and in 1809
constructed the subject house as a gift for them.

The Passavant House is the oldest house in Zelienople and is
well preserved. Its fine "Philadelphia" doorway is particularly note-
worthy.

Mention should also be made of Dr. William A. Passavant, Zelie's
son. Dr. Passavant was widely known for his work in establishing
educational and eleemosynary institutions. He founded the Passavant
Hospital in Chicago and Pittsburgh, the Lutheran School of Theology
in Chicago, the Lutheran Children's Home in Zelienople, Thiel College
and many others.
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FRONT VIEW

Main Street - Zelienople, Pa
Passavant Home
Summer - 1975
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VIEW FROM NORTH

Passavant Home
Zellenople, Pa.
Summer - 1975

epT 07 TIE MATORAL REGSTR

sl et 8 .



chl ’ 17 ZELIENOPLE QUADRANGLE 5
- UNITED STATES STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA ) PENNSYLVANIA o
e ! &
SN DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENT OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS ' 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) &v‘\gﬂ
< GEOLOGICAL SURVEY . TOPOGRAPHIC AND GEOLOGIC SURVEY SW/4 ZELIENOPLE 15’ QUADRANGLE ¥

80°15/ 5g400om.E, PORTERSVILLE (JUNC. U.S.19) 5.9 MI.  [12/30" | | (ZELIENOPLE 1:62500) | 10/ PORTERSYILLE 5.5 M. 1340000 FEET 80°07/30"
40°52/30" . : S| : - : e —— . 40°52/30"
O‘l 3 — (J St yl @ ( 1570000
= | j . : | ‘ FEET
\ ) (e [ / |
| .. / % \ ;!{: 4
N AL & : \ s | b
1 = - I ‘ $ /
(&) Q . /1 L : oth X
459000m. |\ |~ il : AN — ‘ o 1
f! o 000 . . 00 = ©
g ‘: oy co0e A ... 4 by
~ T 67
<3 ) DN ==,
L / M = e
. == 25 : <
S K == 88 e
Z t‘ -
] 2 i =
3 ) = ;
B i AN . >
O I fialae
- 1
§ /2 7 =
3 i % 132
w b L ek N ‘
/s Comm i e)s = .muz
‘ Q . eg O . L/ [4 De \
00 ; od " N (
0 y , s \ |
< & \\
fe) - A
=% D 3 . : o 213/ O
ss 0 Ca o (9 % \2
- = D~ Mo % 21194 :
%% \'1'00 A - i - - B .n.| 205 s <5 ()il
- . . ! o
:;8 g - Q 7 1 . (Ingcti Tip A : %%
35 ) : ? = A
35 - o - //oo ) \ N g Erip
o§. ; o=lp%p . : ; 0
3 ofe Z D % = \
e LT ‘ o - S ) g 2 —_ = - 2 Y \ y
Q , 3 @i =
//00: % et J o NN 3 & ‘__‘ = Q\ | o
t\ LYy~ A
. ‘ oo \ (Tl < & 30 ] 22 : 1140 \ p \ S = RN
50 ot 2 ' — Y = / . / < RN B DI Y
50 : ,, , : : %)) : N PRAAS(()
\ % (0 N IS L RN ‘ G _ = l.-f \ ‘ 0

AR o /000 . @ /’ ‘A 5
| —-\ b o 3
A 0 =: o P ,
s ; 72 ! HA \ ) e
| it \ s { A / % oo
\ 3 R s~ N 1 N 2 - / U4
\ 0 Vit \ |

A NN GegNe i 7 )
2 '.:. NN / 900 l i 4 & ) A ord
%, P A 2 \ Q v % S 1000 4/ (
O/ * i ing =
A \ ool oV 1000 ak /
' o' A N e l o — Py == 2 a
Ly * o 3 ‘ @ Q 1200 ~ e f
ZI) 2 H \ R we [ D i 0:(‘\’ « C> ! 4 | \
~ 93/ \ 2 b L4 g
E 2 \ / L lss« % 3 i }:
\L) - 4 N = ALY ;
b \ Z / Y - o .' VALE N,
';l -'l‘ l N .—-—-\:“a;,,../ 53 A ) N § b /__E
st \ N7 > o s 33
[« Q) 0 ; .
Q $ N_o® 0, o 4 ~ 0 N { ‘ § K W
5 / 876 | ‘|0° o\ 0 9%, N T
9 k\ 0 == Q@“ } 1000 d $/ =
— g 2 =
1 o TN\ ) i . ; S\ W A R N ! W N
i NG Q & CRE’&" (N ﬂ )
\ ) \Q\J. . - \ /. &\ \ 00 N ‘
B 94 oCafl* o =S \ S /
N\ @ \__/ /

U | \ i
\ . Q) \'-J* il o & \\
) ( Strip m; Stri 2 (L L 7 i ‘ =4 0 \
)) e LS / % § A I ) D Q © Al Dl@\ \/ — <<
: QA A N i 1000 ey~ = Oy A~ 33
7 0 “\ % ! > & W = (’// N
> ) \ & B *, » o % o 0 o L — )\ \ \ 8 "
5 . / g \\q \ ? \ \ \ 5.9
] \” TN \ : \\ (o b BE
”4‘ C 0, - AN Q @ z
// ‘ ¢ . ﬁ (\ B 1|/ v d Furnace |* \ NES \\ ¢ ! Chemidpls §m
3 Y § ‘\ Al Mine Sta) X \ 4 ‘ e
* 0! © \ 006 C e bstation
\ = e 4 \ N . S . 3 K 9 ’ :B‘ﬁ ND e \ 5 8 I
= : . | \ X = <o, N ! 2 3 _Tosa Minelp " \ A
] 8 (YO J § /f\ Cl) n
b N Y
= e s " : I .
| E— . | \ 4 @ i
47/.3011 \ “00 ', — ‘,‘e’ b / - g » .ils o 4._4_7I3o”
5% |dseyes =zt / ‘ T A WIS ) [ e : oksing -
b 2%, ) . Ll e e . \
q‘o = > ...00..:00 & e | I m";f‘ (P AN ﬂi o = “.:: ‘-.-.--- Y -\.—
[ty s 9 Q ). it 7). W= \ ! -t * ~1 AN
o Ml 3 \\o 2N\ ) o] '/ 2 — i s T 19 N
FE‘ Tl 5 i ey 2 °O v e = ] -“- LD . - \ 5
> 13 @ B 2 \ [ (Y [ be ‘fa'iv 5 - . / ' il A = 2 N .
Sk ) oo. * A1 TN - | o 1l 7 & \{ Oo ™" Well /' o L — /A Uy @
m(g 4 @ e S le L (o Y o L i
W \ : NN ) N \ ) ‘ : . e Sgwagel 7ali \
% . 4 < : = | Disposa o I PITTTTTRN S,
_________ N S & . (oD & ,I,’ S : G G S84 \\ Rt o
Eg' S 895 l 2 3 \ A NN N PR )
w Z Y 00 > =l [ .
X3 . o $ = L meae—
3 3. ‘ . N et
® g} WL\
% E > 1200 = DI ENEE n %ﬂi h:‘ =\ -
'"S = I / an & s /I LGRS 8 Lo/
O ‘ P s NShe \ r44 | 24 | A \ G
Io S 2 \) i) 2 NSNS ) Ji R
TPXY 9 573 ! IS 5 . R .‘
b = 3 i
¢ . ‘s - o S .
[ ; ; i .
S 2, - D 3 f,"v/gs\ 9 = \ //“ \
) 11 - — ( ( / L2 J
< i P N\ (C 8
. \\ " S - 2 ‘200 L 2 / d
(] ’ . \ a)% .0 S -
/{ . = - = — ] >3
2 ) | D =
\ & i * s |
i Q = ) WC 1 8
[®) < = =it = | g
- * & X // ; ) (N\‘
- e R » s ~< i »
i 7 / . | ]
e “ Ay i SNSRI T 3
n 7 N id 53 43S0
N i / S . = = O
_‘O.'c 2\ A== O N .. 2 3 I of . \ 1\ :‘0.%
&N > o] > W™~ 5
? 4 SN I ; : > Zax T/’
\ (25 "\\ e % < i §5o
e o Il o0 \ < > e &
~ \\° 520, &J} % g =] ® \ = %8
™) o\ ®.0, = o 10}
e g : : p Ky s 1700 ° : ' QQ L
o 1 . e o (] N 5 2 D <
¢ e % = o INN
¥ O ) faeal’ L 00 : N\ / > | v o © \ \\ >
o \ 2 12 & / 2 A P \ = Q j =
1 I W k) ‘ et @2 O)s
FEET ] / o NS R Y | (=
=\ @@ o X 0 < > 3 \. N/ " ’/\‘t’}
=) . 4 m D f’;‘\-:_ 7 1 J1/) e% M(,\.;
0 \ D .m%‘?@”ﬁg = / 1 nl & 'r’, O’ 9
5 L Q Ji £ i N ,
sde ) e '. . Oea: B \0 ”3 oo) N\ \ N
Y/ ~ S e N L Sboq 4
: ) - Bcg an ¥ = / \ =
.u . » / & ® I 208 S X 7
- ) y. 4 ° i =R
ey < () { 154 . 1250, il & N
/o 1 ® ool > O s / N\ \ S} f it
s sl d A (B
i ‘ > 00 et 0()0 VN ; b X ::.‘0 \ 5 \. \?d ~ %; :
S S : : N [ =N\ ‘ o
5}- ol © { ( : [ = 4 3 > o00= \ ‘ \\ )
L .D > J 5 6 (3=7 - ] //= ( ’é__/:i“’ﬂ./ 9 ped (o= /
40045/ ! 2y = f / \ — \ l\\ I i - i | ] & § = l ( 40°45/
80°15/ I 11310000 FEET I 12/30" ] | UNIONVILLE 016 MI. (BADEN) INTERIOR-GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON, D| C.-1959-NS SEETR
. ) 7.5 MI. TO INTERCHANGE 3\ ROCHESTER 7.7 MI. 1] M > VR e198 T 573000m. 80°07/30
4@@ Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey ) SCALE 1:24000 o
2
& Control by USGS and USC&GS : — 2 2 s ROAD CLASSIFICATION R,
b Topography from aerial photographs by ER-55 w9 1000 2000 3000 o - 0w e Heavy-duty........... Light-duty..........
Aerial photographs taken 1952. Field check 1958 5° 1 5 0 1 KILOMETER Medium-duty Unimproved dirt
[ —— —— —— —— 3 . s===s===s
. i ; ) 2 i
0,000.T00t gid basd on Pennsyivania caordinate syster ’ e CONTOUR INFERYAL 20 FEET CJusrute (O state Route
i g y - Y ! z g DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL o
south zone Tl {m
1000-meter Uniyersal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, 2 § 1 w PENNSYLVANIA
zone 17, shown in blue S| | ZELIENOPLE, PA
Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and field lines T Lo SW/4 ZELIENOPLE 15’ QUADRAN

QUADRANGLE LOCATION

visible on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked APPROXIMATE MEAN

DECLINATION, 1958

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS N4045—W8007.5/7.5

FOR SALE BY U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

Unchecked elevations are shown in brown 1958

Contours in strip mine areas compiled from 1952 photography




Mott 4/18/77

880

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
PEWNSYLVANIA

STATE

Date Entered APR 11 1977

Name _ . Location
Logan Furnace Mansion Bellefonte vieinity
Centre County
Sunrise Mill Schwanksville vicinity
‘ . Montgomery County
'wz, Major John, Honestead Centre Hall vicinity
Centre County '
! Passavant Houge Zalienople
Butler County
Brockerhioff Eotel Bellafonte
Centre County
Tunkhannock Viaduet Nicholeon vieinity
Wyoming County
Gasa House Chanbersburg vicinity

Franklin County

Also Notified

Hon, H, John Heinz, III State Historxie Preservation Officer
Hon, Richard 8, Schweikar HMr. William J. Vewer

Fon. Jogeph 8, Ammerman Executive Director, Pennavlivania
Hem. Richard T, Echulze Pieterical snd Mouseum Coremisaion
on. Gary A. ilyers Box 1025

Hon. Joseph M. MecDade Harrisburg, Penneylvania 17120

Hon, Bud Shustex
Regional Director, Mid Atlantic Ragion



DATE: ////1/7&

NR Data Sheet tovions urrzns:

CORN APR 1.1 1877

S

NAME a5 17 APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Passavant House

OTHER NAMES:

LOCATION:
sneeranumser 243 S, Main St.

ary, TOWN Zelienople CONGRESSIUNAL DISTRICT 25¢th

VICINITY OF

sae ¥ Pennsylvania 42 COUNTY code

Butler - 019
OWNER OF PROPERTY: (circle) @smm LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER

ADMINISTRATOR (underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY RAME) :

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST

.
FE ATURES L NTERIOR XTERIOR ENVIRONS
¥ substantially intact-1 W Substantially intact-2 — Substantially intact-3

__ unknown - 4 ___unknown .-5 ¥ unknown -6
— not applicable - 7 _not applicable - 8 _ Nct applicakle-9

~Interior, exterior, cnvircns not intact-0
Ammusn’e

CONDITION -~ jXCELLENY —DETERIORATED NALTERED
i Gooo —RUINS \/j\usnso —MOVED
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed ~Unknecwn
~Unexcavated _Excavated

ACCESS —- w Yes-unrestricted No access Urknown
historic district ? YES @

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES @
IF YES, NAME:

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES @
) IF YES, NAME:
-
ADAPTIVE USE.! YES @ Saved ? YES NG
FUNCTION (S): {(use vdbcabulary words)
. then- \A o
SIGNIFICANCE:
~ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION _entertainment:
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —uw/Gov't/politics _science ~health
RICULTURE —ECONOMICS —UTERATURE —recreation
RCHITECTURE —_EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAUVHUMANITARIAN ttlement
—ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC ; Ysocio/cultural
—COMMERCE —EXPLORATION —PHILOSOPHY ~—TRANSPORTATION - —urban & commun
—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) planning
—INVENTION =

Ck."ms e . 74:-01;4(4&91/){.,.,._
first™ ves o t€oldest(¥esD o ‘tonly?? ves o




ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:

architect/m builders Aeteric £ poil)an 27" e/ng ineer:

landscape/garden designer: artist/artisan:

interior LOps .
terior decorator: bmlder/contractor;

ETHNIC GROUP: Gwrnar

NAMES: personal Zedeick foillian Defomes Foue - Gurlt o //’» a.’wfa%; v
(label role
approgriate date) s i / f
events :
institutional

DATES! DaTE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): / o7
DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: /dord 3 19/8

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): /fd?

. —
SOU R C E * (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE LOCAL Gov"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY

OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY :

ACREAGE!

* (to nearest tenth of an acre)
i g
COMI\IENTS: (include architectural information here)
Bmu( 2stonn, GadLe iSTQ,woecoonz ) %\Ao—cmzre,s, Feoenat BOOQ«MWTWGD

2 econ B S o0ed Bay OnSwpe 7 FRrame |, 2sweax ,Gs\e\,e Sectiow PERPewMCILAG

To AFQCV\JTJ Colews vA0ED D vicw M~ w Q&ﬂ:‘:&&(,’e@—v@_ :
WVEX

S IGNI FI CA NC (maximum two sentences)

é’




