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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

• Architects trained i n the Beaux Arts t r a d i t i o n , frequently incorporated 
Roman classical elements and forms when they had to shelter vast areas. 
Peabody and Steams used the basilica and bath forms, the arch, and the 
dome i n the Motor Square Garden. Although t r a d i t i o n a l i n material, brick 
and d e t a i l s , i t i s modem i n concept. The one story structure i s based 
on a gabled modular unit with a six p a r l i t e arched window; three unit? -
by f i v e u n i t s . An archivolt of polychrome headers and queen closers, with 
a keystone subtly a r t i c u l a t e s each arched u n i t . This polychrome design i s 
continued along the impost cornice. Between each module i s a colossal pilaster 
and capital that i s actually the section of an entablature with modillions, 
d e n t i l s and moulding pattern. In the center of the roof area, i s a large 
cir c u l a r dome of timber, metal and glass elected on an octagonal drum. 

In 1915, the market v;as converted into a sports arena, and i n l a t e i 
years, i t was used fo r trade shows. I t i s now an automobile shovjroora. 
Some changes have occurred over the years and the i n t e r i o r space has 
been subdivided, but the exterior has not been much changed. I t has 
considerable visual value i n i t s context and s t i l l performs a commercial 
function. 

The building i s about 200 feet square. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The great market shed was a familiar structure in nineteenth century 
America. At one time Pittsburgh had market houses. The Diamond Market, 
designed by Rutan and Russell was erected in 1915-16 and demolished in 1962. 
Motor Square Garden is one of two extant market sheds in Pittsburgh. I t 
was designed at a time when Boston was s t i l l the center of architectural 
influence. Peabody and Steams, a renowned Boston firm, designers of a 
large addition for Joseph Home's department store, designed the market. 
I^t was their largest commission in Pittsburgh. 

Motor Square Garden served as a market from 1900 when i t was completed 
u n t i l 1915 when i t was converted to a "sports arena". In later years i t 
was used for trade shows. Now i t is an automobile showroom. Miraculously 
i t has managed to remain standing in an area that has been subject to 
heavy redevelopment, because i t continues to have considerable visual value 
in i t s context and is s t i l l functionally operative, we strongly urge for i t s 
preservation. Now a rare architectural form to Pittsburgh and the country, 
this structure, by i t s form and size, is an East Liberty Landmark. The 
market shed, like the railroad station represents a by-gone era. Every 
possible effort should be made to preserve i t . 
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