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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally, the house (the front main facade) was rectangular, The
House as it exists today is basically "L" shaped, This is due toc the “act
that former Pennsylvania Goveno= Samuel Pennypacker added the rear addition,
the small side kitchen, and a larger verandah to the original structure a-
round 1902, Also added at that time were the dormer windows, With the ex-
ception of a new roof (1945) these are the only major modifications mede to
the house, (The rear addition built by the Govenor includes two large rooms
and one hallway downstairs, and two large rooms, one bathroom, and a hallway
upstairs, The right side addition houses only the kitchen.)

The house itcelf is five bay, two and "orie half stories in hoight, with
approximate dimensions as follows: I Ii—_~*'5

¥

4&——i*§Cf—~——~q 2
The small building is the original kitchen, The construction of the house is
stone, covered with a coarse stucco, A verandah (flat roofed) encloses the
‘entire front and left side of the house, The original kitchen still stands,
completely intact, behind the original part of the house, The old kitchen

is of the same construction as is the house itself,

The location of the house's main door is in the center of the main
facade, Plain molding surrounds the head of the main door, as well as the
sides of the door, The door has no transom panel and its side panels are
recessed blind, The door itself has one large window which is contained
in a substantial portion of the top half of the door, The bottom half contains
one panel, The door's surround-material is the stone and stucco, typical
of theé entire house, ‘ ) ’

The windows of the house are also rectangular, and are shuttered, They
have plain molding surrounding their heads and sides, The surround-material
is again the stone and stucco typical of the rest of the house, The windows
themselves are two sash, The windows on the second floor are of the same
construction as those on the first floor, but a little smaller in size, The
dormer windows, added circa 1900, have a gable with return, They are slso
two sashed,

The roof is made of wooden shingles, and its shape is that of a med-
ium gable, The roof trim (eaves) is cornice boxed with a plain frieze, The
roof trim (raking) is cornice boxed with return, The raking material is wood,

The building's chimneys are located "straddle ridge" at either ends of
the house, They appear to be of the joined varicty, and are made of brick,

Wooden columns are the support material for the house's large verandah,
Two large stone slabs foum the steps onto the verandah, There are no steps
to the mein door of the house,

Along with the mansion, there is a large barn on the nominated property,
The barn is completely frame, except for a portion of tin roof., The foundation
is stone and plaster,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built prior to 1730, presuymeblyby Ilans Joest “e11t, the dwelling now
known as the Pennypacker mansion has marked the site of, or been witness to,
numerous avents of national, state, and local significance. A& beautiful ex-
ample of & Pennsylvania country mansion, the property was bought in 1747 by
Peter b'nnebcc“or, and it was during his ownership and that of his son Samucl's
that the nproperty, and mansion in particular, achieved national significance,

In 1755, a corps of General Draddock's armmy passed through Pennebecker's
Mills, as the ares was known at that time, on the way to thelr ill-fated ren-
dezvous with the French and Indian forces near Fort Duquesne (Pittsburgh)
on July9, 1755, The event was not well recorded, so any questions as to
whether or not the mansion was used by officers of the corps is speculation,
However, the mansion was used as awmmy headquarters during the September 26-
29, 1777 encampment 6f the Continental Army at Pennebecker's llills, and for
this event its initial fame,

Tha American Continentals, left °ottsgrove on Sept-mber 26, 1777, and
headed past the Reverend Muhlenburg's church in Trappe, Pennsylvania towards
Pennebecker's Mills, There they encampad for three days., During their re-
sidence in the area, General Washington used the Samuel Pennebecker home as
his headquarters. It was while the General resided at the stately old mansion
that some of the .most encouraging news of the war to date was received, On
Sunday the twenty-eight of September, General Washington received the news
of General EHoratio Gates' .victory over General Burgoyne at Stillwater, New
York., Encouraged by the news, a council of war was held to decide whether
or not Continentals should move immediately against the Dritish Army which
was situated further down the Skippeck Road in Germantown, The council de-
cided against an immediate strike, but Washington, from his Pennbecker head-
quarters, sent numerous requests for equipment and additional trcops to his
officers and the distinguished citizens in the area, Thus, the wheels rere
initially put in motion at the Pennebecker's !Mills for the American engage-
ment with the British at Germantown, On Monday September 29, 1777, the Conti-
nentals left Pennebecker's lills only to return to this part of the Perkio-
men Valley after their near successful encounter at Gemmantown, The evidence
is non-conclusive, however, as to whether or not Washington again resided
"at the Pennebecker mansion,

The Pennebecker home achieved further siguificance when it became the
summer residence of former Pennsylvania Govenor Samuel W, Pennypacker,
Govenor Pennypacker's intense interest in his home jprompted him to write,
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Significance:

Pennypacker's Mills in Story and Song, a unique accounting of the events

and the folklore surrounding the history of his residence, From the Revolu-

tionary Ballads written by some Continental soldiers about their stay at

the Pennebecker Mills to the writings of Washington, The Pennypacker mansion

is truly one of America's unique homes,
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