
Form No. 10-300 (Rev. 10-74) 

U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM 

DATA SHEET 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

FEBll 1976 
RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED 

S E E I N S T R U C T I O N S IN H O W T O C O M P L E T E N A T / O N A L R E G I S T E R FORI\/IS 
T Y P E A L L ENTRIES -- C O M P L E T E A P P L I C A B L E S E C T I O N S 

I NAME 
HISTORIC 
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AND/OR COMMOJ>*'r'' ^ / -r ^ Tr \ '. 

-*^Trevose M a n o r ( J o s e p h Growden House) 

[LOCATION 
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-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
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( D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS ^ .ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

?_FA1R —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Trevose Manor Is purported to have been b u i l t between 
1681 and 1685. An early account written i n I698 describes 
the manor as being "noble and f i n e . . . pleasantly situated," 
but leaves no detailed description. In Davis' History of 
Bucks County, however, there i s a description of an engraving 
apparently made i n l6o7- The engraving "represents a large 
two-story house, with a t t i c , divided by a h a l l through the 
middle, portico at the front door, pointed stone, pitched 
roof, and nine windows and a door i n front. At either end 
was a wing that contained dining room, kitchen, servant's 
quarters, o f f i c e s , etc. The lawn i n front appears to have 
been an unbroken forest. A small fire-proof o f f i c e to the r 
right contained the public records of the county for many 
years. The walls of the main building remain, but i t has 
been greatly changed by i t s present owner^(I876). . ." 
(Davis, History of Bucks County, p. lM-3.) I f th i s descrip­
t i o n i s accurate, i t wo\ild seem that the only e n t i r e l y 
o r i g i n a l portions of the present house are i t s stone walls. 
Notwithstanding the description, i t also appears as i f the 
house may have been b u i l t i n two sections: the seam between 
the second and t h i r d bays i s evidence. 

In 18̂ -7 the house underwent the addition of a t h i r d story, 
and the o r i g i n a l -pointed stone was' covered with stucco. Also 
around t h i s time, i n t e r i o r furnishings such as wainscoting, corno 
corner cupboards', and bannisters were, removed. At the time of 
sale"in^l8^7 t h^ house-was'reported't-o'be "a ' l e e t l e ' the worse 
for wear" - and^ to^ "idraht repairing^" ' At the turn of the century 
the stdhe annex 'td'the main house was i n "considerable d i s ­
repair'^; the connection between the two sections ^lad ceased 
to e x i s t • •' 

Trevose 'Manor i s at present a hip-roofed structure, f i v e 
bays across the main facade. I t i s two and one-half stories h 
high, with eyebrow windows on the top l e v e l . Each window i s 
a double hung sash, with six-over-six panes. Panelled and 
locnered shutters flank f i r s t and second story windows, respec­
t i v e l y . A raised s t r i n g course divides the f i r s t two st o r i e s . 
The o r i g i n a l center h a l l plan, with three rooms on each side^, 
remains. The manor house i t s e l f i s currently occupied. The 
stone wings are i n ruins, and one has trees growing through 
i t s roof. The estate i s now surrounded by suburban develop­
ments. . . . 
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PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

X1700-1799 

— 1800-1899 

— 1900-

A R E A S OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK A N D JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

^ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 
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_JVRCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 
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—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 
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—ENGINEERING 
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—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

X M I L I T A R Y 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1 5 3 5 , 18^+7 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The significance of Trevose Manor i s most important i n i t s 
associations with h i s t o r i c a l l y prominent people, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
with figures outstanding i n the Revolutionary or Boya l i s t 
movements. 

The o r i g i n a l owner of the property, Joseph 
judge and a close associate of William Penn. 
mulate and signed the Charter of Privileg.̂ «i". 

Growden, was a 
He helped f o r -
I t i s therefore 

probable that Penn was a guest at Trevose. Joseph Growden also 
served as Attorney General i n 1725* Growden's son Laifrence 
became Chief Justice of Pennsylvania and also held the o f f i c e 
of Speaker of the Assembly. Lawrence Growdens's daughter, 
Grace, married one Joseph Galloway; and the couple spent a 
considerable ^poportion of t h e i r time at Trevose. During the 
1770's Joseph Galloway became one of .the;, most prominent p o l i t ­
i c a l figures i n the colony, as Spqaker :0f the Assembly. His 
close association with Benjamin Franklin resulted i n the nu-

Ojmerou?.visits of Franklin.to Trevose. Gallowaypbelieved that 
trie c o n f l i c t between Britain.'and the ;colonies-would be settled 
Qon-viplentXy> -̂̂ ^ advanced a Plan of-Union-implementing these 
i d e a s T l i e "plan was, however, rejected iby the Continental Congress 
and Galloway eventually became a L o y a l i s t , seri:mngww±lih the 
B r i t i s h army and emigrating to England at the-war's end. Gal­
loway's country seat suffered from the usual i n d i g n i t i e s served 
on the Tories; i t was ransacked and p a r t i a l l y burned by the 
Continental ArmyiesGalloway's former tenant at Trevose, Richard 
Gibbs, followed a contrary course and became an active p a r t i c i ­
pant i n the Revolutionary caus^, and also became s h e r i f f of 
Bucks County. Thus the h i s t o r y of Trevose Manor reveals some of 
the ambiguous character of the American Revolution and the 
decisions which that c o n f l i c t forced. 

In 1782-83, Trevose, which had been seized by the Revolutionary 
army, was occupied by General James Wilkinson, a very active 
i f notorious figure i n several wars. As a young o f f i c e r , Wilk­
inson several times conducted himself irresponsibly during the 
Revolution at such c r u c i a l battles as that of Saratoga. After 
the Revoltition he t r a v e l l e d west to f i g h t Indians and to coux?t 
the favor of Spain, i n private dealings. Wilkinson was for 
a b r i e f period governor of the Louisiana Territory. His l a t e r 
duties and travels took him to Detroit, Montreal, Mexico, and 
Texas. Accusations of conspiracy and fraud usually accompanied 
him. 
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Significance; 

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l significance of Trevose i s also worth 
mention. Despite i t s l a t e r a l t e r a t i o n s , the manor as i t 
o r i g i n a l l y stood was one of the more imposing ones i n Bucks 
County. I t s center h a l l plan and courtyard are English i n 
conception, r e f l e c t i n g the immediate origins of i t s founder. 
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NAME 
HISTORIC G r o w d e n - G a l l o w a y house 

AND/OR COMMON 

Trevose Manor 

LOCATION 
CITY,TOWN C o r n w e l l s H e i g h t s _Z_VICINITYOF COUNTY Bucks STATE Penna . 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE U . S . G . S . 7 - 5 ' S e r i e s 

SCALE 1 : 2 ^ , 0 0 0 

Langhorne quad 

DATE 1966, r e v i s e d 1973 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
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I N T : 34 64 - 75 





C O M M O N W E A L T H O F P E N N S Y L V A N I A 
P E N N S Y L V A N I A H I S T O R I C A L A N D M U S E U M C O M M I S S I O N 

W I L L I A M P E N N M E M O R I A L M U S E U M A N D A R C H I V E S B U I L D I N G 

B O X l o z e 

H A R R I S B U R G , P E N N S Y L V A N I A 1 7 1 2 0 

February k, I976 

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 202̂ -0 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed for your review and consideration are the 
following nominations to the National Register of Historic 
Places: 

Trevose Manor - Bucks County 

John Roebling House/John Roebling Shop - Butler County 

Should you have any questions concerning these nomin­
ations, please let us know. 

Enclosure 

WKW/pjs 

Sincerely yours, 

William K. Watson 
Historic Sites Survey 
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Hon* Hugh Scott Stata Historic Preaerratlon Officer 
BOB* Richard S. Sehvelker Mr. Vllllaa J. Vower 
Bon. Richard T. Sehulse Executive Director* Pennsylvania 
Bon* Edtrard G, Blester* Jr. Historical and Kuseua Co&mlsslon 
Reglmial Director, Mid Atlantic ^« ̂026 
Region Barrlshurg, Pennsylvania 17120 

PR MMbtt/row 5/25/76 
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