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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Perry County Courthouse, designed by Jacob Bishop, has been
extensively altered since its original construction in 1826. Prior
to its remodeling over forty years later the exterior appeared much
simpder, lacking architectural adornments and was structurally square
rather than oblong. An addition was made to the north end or rear
of the building with the remodeling in 1868/’and before the end of the
century an aneeX was built. Much of the early construction was carried
out by John Rice who was also contracted to build the county jail.

Today, the courthouse with its classical trim appears as a product
of the Greek Revival. The two story white brick structure measures
three bays across and six bays long. A low hip roof is crowned with a
cupola designed by James M. Duncan in 1826, and a small gable appears at
the front. Resting on a square base with a cornice, the cupola is
embellished with elaborately carved consoles and small pediments. The
bell is encased in an arcaded section which supports an entablature with
modillions. Prominent keystones and imposts articulate the arches and
modified Corinthian columns flank the openings. Balustrades span the
base of these openings. The ribbed copper dome bears decorative metal
pieces and a finial with a fish weathervane. When the front of the
building was entirely altered in 1868, pilasters, which achieve a rusti-
cated buttress effect, were applied to the four corners, the east and
west sides near the front, and to either side of the front entrance.
Around the whole structure a string course of brick with quarter
round coping separates the first floor from the second.

The fenestration on the front includes five windows and an
entrance way. Facing the building the right lower story window is
blocked in but was included to retain symmetry of design. Both windows
on this level have a semi-circular arched surround and a projecting sash
with two supporting consoles underneath. On the upper level the two
outer windows have round arched openings with pronounced keystones and
above this a pediment head supportfid by larger consoles. In place of a
cornerstone a circular plaque giving the date of completion appears above
the south west corner window. The center window, slightly larger than
the rest, is flanked by two composite order columns supporting a round
arch with keystone. The entire window is set off by two pairs of larger
fluted Corinthian columns, freestanding but close to the wall. A
balustrade at the foot of the window connects these columns, which
serve as extensions of the brick piers or pilasters below and as supports
for the gable end pediment above. The pediment is formed with a molded
cornice, dentils, and modillions which continue arround the entire struc-
ture. The doorway just below this window has a vaultéd recession,
and the stone steps leading to it probably date to 1833. Other side
windows are rectangular double hung with stone sills and lintels.

Inside, the courthouse was designed with offices on the first floor
and court room and jury rooms on the second. During the remodeling
lower level front 6ffices were torn out and winding stairways were built
instead. The old court room was divided up into four rooms with a
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Perry County Courthouse was built in 1826 and completed the
next year, settling one of the county's gravest instances of
dissention =~ that of selecting the county seat. Previous to
1820, the settlers north of the Blue Hjlls or Kittatinng Mountains,
(then part of Cumberland County), complained of having to cross the
mountains to reach the seat in Carlisle. At certain times of the
year thd mountains were impassible and even in the best weather a
trip to Carlisle meant an overnight stay. The Sherman Valley
"separatists," comprising an area of seven townships, eventually
petitioned the state government, and the act creating Perry County
was signed on March 22, 1820, by Govenor William Findley.

Initially the temporary seat of Jjustice was set up in Landisburg,
but a more centrally located spot was desired. Within a period of
four years four different commissions were appointed to select
a site. Finally in 1824, land belonging to George Barnett of New
Bloomfield was appointed as the site for a courthouse, jail, and
other public buildings. The county commissionere were to "assess,
levy, and collect money. . ." for the construction of these buildings.

Since the county prisoners had to be confined in the Cumberland
County jail, it was decided to build the jail first. Shortly
afterwards the commissioners advertised to receive plans for a
courthouse. The plans drawn by Jacob Bishop in 1825 were accepted,
and in the same year the contract to build the structure was
awarded to John Rice. The latter increased the height of the walls
and added a cupola, slightly altering the original plans.

Completed in 1826, the courthouse adequately served the
county seat for over 40 years. By 1868, however, the building had
become too smallaand needed improvement. The remodeling enlarged
and modernized the structure for a cost of $25,000, six times the
original cost. A $300 donation from New Bloomfield citizens
provided for a clock in the cupola. During renovations county
offices were installed in the basement of the Presbyterian Church
and court sessions were held in the old Methodist Church on High
Street. Then, in 1892 an annex was added to the rear of the build-
ing which now appears as a noticeable addition, incongruous with
the rest of the structure.
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Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
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level of significance of this nomination is: :
National [] State [ Local &
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evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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I hereby certify that this propeyfy is included in the
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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7. Description

hall between. The new court room extended from these offices to the
north wall of the old building. The jury rooms were added beyond.

8. Significance

In spite of this latest addition the main portion of the Perry
County Courthouse is significant for its architectual style in
Greek Revival and for its association with the founding of the county.

GPO 921.724
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Form No. 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR SLATE
Rev. 7-72 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Pennsylvania
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COMMON: Perr‘y County Courthouse

Center Square

CITY OR TOWN:

New Bloomfield
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SOURCE 2
U.S.G.S., 7.5' Series Newport Quadrangle K\ A 3
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE PENNSYIVANTA
FEB3 24 MY

Date Entered

Name . Location
Potter County Courthouse ‘ ~ Coudersport

Potter County

Greersburg Academy ' Darlington
- ‘ ' Beaver County

Dusmal House ‘ Gastonville
Washington County

Perry County Courthouse New Bloomfield
‘ Perry County

Also Notified

Hon. Hugh Scott State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. Richard S. Schweiker Mr, William J. Wewer, Executive Director
Hon. Albert W. Johnson Pennsylvania Historical and Museum

Hon. Gary A. Myers Commission

Hon. Thomas E. Morgan Box 1026

Hon. E.G. Bhuster Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Regional Director, Mid Atlantic Region

\pa ' MMott/cha 2-25-75
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Director's Reading FIle

DI

bece:

|PR-w/cy inc.
FNP:RMGreenberg:bpl 5/27/75 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR

H34-PR

MAY 30 1975
Co (o
Mrs. 0'Neil Mertin Py
23 Gavden Road
VWest Hollywoed, Florida 33023
The Perry County Courthouse was added to the Register
ﬂmm’*mum publication in mid- s

enclosed material will be helpful to you. :
Sinceraly yours,
Acting (Charles A. Herrington (Sgd.)
Willtam J. Murtagh
Enclosure
ce: Mr. W. Robert Williams, Director, Division of Archives, History amd
Regional Director-Southeast Region
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