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7, DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Chec* One) 

I I E x c e l l e n t G o o d Q F a i r • De te r i o ro ted • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

g A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

fChec fc OneJ 

• M o v e d H O r i g i n a l S i te 
- 3 K ! 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Perry County Courthouse, designed by Jacob Bishop, has been 
extensively altered since i t s o r i g i n a l construction i n 1826. P r i o r 
to i t s remodeling over forty years l a t e r the exterior appeared much 
simpler, lacking a r c h i t e c t u r a l adornments and was s t r u c t u r a l l y square 
rather than oblong. An addition was made to the north end or rear 
of the building with the remodeling i n 1868/ and before the end of the 
century an annex was b u i l t . Much of the early construction was carried 
out by John Rice viho was also contracted to bu i l d the county j a i l . 

Today, the courthouse with i t s c l a s s i c a l trim appears as a product 
of the Greek Revival. The two story white brick structure measures 
three bays across and s i x bays long. A low hip roof i s crowned with a 
cupola designed by James M. Duncan i n 1826, and a small gable appears at 
the front. Resting on a square base with a cornice, the cupola i s 
embellished with elaborately carved consoles and small pediments. The ^ 
b e l l i s encased i n an arcaded section which supports an entablature with rn 
modillions. Prominent keystones and imposts a r t i c u l a t e the arches and 
modified Corinthian columns flank the openings. Balustrades span the 
base of these openings. The ribbed copper dome bears decorative metal 
pieces and a f i n i a l with a f i s h weathervane. When the front of the Z 
building was e n t i r e l y altered i n 1868, p i l a s t e r s , vAiich achieve a r u s t i - oo 
cated buttress e f f e c t , were applied to the four corners, the east and 
west sides near the front, and to either side of the front entrance. 
Around the whole structure a s t r i n g course of brick with quarter 
round coping separates the f i r s t f l o o r from the second. 

n 

2: 
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The fenestration on the front includes f i v e windows and an 
entrance way. Facing the building the r i g h t lower story window i s 
blocked i n but was included to r e t a i n symmetry of design. Both windows Q 
on this l e v e l have a semi-circular arched surround and a projecting sash 
with two supporting consoles underneath. On the upper l e v e l the two 
outer windows have round arched openings with pronounced keystones and 
above this a pediment head supported by larger consoles. In place of a 
cornerstone a c i r a u l a r plaque giving the date of completion appears above 
the south west corner window. The center window, s l i g h t l y larger than 
the r e s t , i s flanked by two composite order columns supporting a round 
arch with keystone. The entire window i s set off by two pairs of larger 
f l u t e d Corinthian columns, freestanding but close to the wall. A 
balustrade at the foot of the window connects these columns, wbich 
serve as extensions of the brick piers or p i l a s t e r s below and as supports 
for the gable end pediment above. The pediment i s formed with a molded 
cornice, d e n t i l s , and modillions v*iich continue arround the entire struc­
ture. The doorway just below t h i s window has a vault4d recession, 
and the stone steps leading to i t probably date to 1833. Other side 
windows are rectangular double hung with stone s i l l s and l i n t e l s . 

Inside, the courthouse was designed with o f f i c e s on the f i r s t f l o o r 
and court room and jury rooms on the second. During the remodeling 
lower l e v e l front Offices were torn out and winding stairways were b u i l t 
instead. The old court room was divided up into four rooms with a 
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PERIOD CCheck One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 16th Cen tu ry 
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• 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (H Applicable and Known) 1827, 1868, and 1892 
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A b o r i g i na l 

[ 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

Q H i s t o r i c 

r~l A g r i c u l t u r e 

[ 3 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

[ 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

[ I Indust ry 

I 1 Invent ion 

1 I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 
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• M i l i t a r y 
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• C P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

(73 S c i e n c e 

[ I Scu lp tu re 
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i t a r i an 

Q T h e a t e r 

[ 3 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

[ 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Perry County Courthouse was b u i l t i n 1826 and completed the 
next year, s e t t l i n g one of the county's gravest instances of 
dissention — that of selecting the county seat. Previous to 
1820, the se t t l e r s north of the Blue H i l l s or Kitt a t i n n y Mountains, 
(then part of Cumberland County), complained of having to cross the 
mountains to reach the seat i n C a r l i s l e . At certain times of the 
year thd mountains were impassible and even i n the best weather a 
t r i p to C a r l i s l e meant an overnight stay. The Sherman Valley 
"separatists," comprising an area of seven townships, eventually 
petitioned the state government, and the act creating Perry County 
was signed on March 22, 1820, by Govenor William Findley. 

I n i t i a l l y the temporary seat of Justice was set up i n Landisburg, 
but a more c e n t r a l l y located spot was desired. Within a period of 
four years four different commissions were appointed to select 
a s i t e . F i n a l l y i n 1824, land belonging to George Barnett of New 
Bloomfield was appointed as the s i t e for a courthouse, j a i l , and 
other public buildings. The county commissioners were to "assess, 
levy, and c o l l e c t money. . for the construction of these buildings. 

Since the county prisoners had to be confined i n the Cumberland 
County j a i l , i t was decided to bu i l d the j a i l f i r s t . Shortly 
afterwards the commissioners advertised to receive plans for a 
courthouse. The plans drawn by Jacob Bishop i n 1825 were accepted, 
and i n the same year the contract to bu i l d the structure was 
awarded to John Rice. The l a t t e r increased the height of the walls 
and added a cupola, s l i g h t l y a l t e r i n g the o r i g i n a l plans. 

Completed i n 1826, the courthouse adequately served the 
county seat for over 40 years. By 1868, however, the building had 
become too smallaand needed improvement. The remodeling enlarged 
and modernized the structure for a cost of $25,000, s i x times the 
o r i g i n a l cost. A $300 donation from New Bloomfield c i t i z e n s 
provided for a clock i n the cupola. During renovations county 
o f f i c e s were i n s t a l l e d i n the basement of the Presbyterian Church 
and court sessions were held i n the old Methodist Church on High 
Street. Then, i n 1892 an annex was added to the rear of the bu i l d ­
ing which now appears as a noticeable addition, incongruous with 
the rest of the structure. 
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S T A T E 

P e n n s y l v a n i a 
C O U N T Y 

P e r r y 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

?*?R 2 4 197.1; 
(Number ait entriea) 

7. Description 

h a l l between. The new court room extended from these o f f i c e s to the 
north wall of the old building. The jury rooms were added beyond. 

8. Significance 

In spite of this l a t e s t addition the main portion of the Perry 
County Courthouse i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s architectual style i n 
Greek Revival and for i t s association with the founding of the county. 
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Mr. William J . Wewer, Executive Director 
Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l and Museum 

Commission 
Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 
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