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The Tabernacle Baptist Church was constructed in 1886 adjoining
an earlier 1863 frame church. The frame church was replaced by a three

story brick parsonage in 1897 and the two buildings joined together by
a one bay, two story section.

The present Tabernacle Baptist Church is a two story brick
building designed in a modified Gothic style. A three story square
bell tower set in the south east gable serves as the main entrance
to the sanctuary. Doors located in the east and south sides of the
tower are recessed with stone tracery in the arches. A similar door
1s located in the west end of the gable. Windows are also of pointed
arch design.and are arranged in pairs around the first and second

story levels. The central windows on the gable facade feature elabor-
ate stone tracery work. The first story window on the east and west

sides of the building are round arch with simple molded lintels.
Large oval windows with stone tracery are located in the 3rd story
of the tower. OSquare pilaters set off each pair of windows. Pillas-
ters are also located at the corners of the building and tower. A
finely detailed series of brick corbelling accentuates the cornice
and 2nd and 3rd story levels of the bell tower: The gable corner
opposite the bell tower features a small turret topped by a cross-
gabled roof and finial.

The interior floor plan of the church has the sanctuary
located on the second story level. A heavy carved wooden staircase
leads from the tower entrance to the rear of the sanctuary. The
interior appointments of the sanctuary have been altered over the
years, but the original stained glass windows with German inscrip-
tions are still extant. The exterior of the building has not been
seriously altered and at present is in a good state of repair.




Kl SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —_ECONOMICS —LITERATURE
—1600-1699 X ARcHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY

- —1700-1799 —ART _ENGINEERING —Music

- £1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ~ _PHILOSOPHY

. —1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
—INVENTION

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIALZHUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 18864

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Tabernacle Baptist Church was originally built by a German
Over the years, the German congregation has
moved from the area which is now largely a Black neighborhood. The
church, however, still remains an integral and important component of
the neighborhood community.

Lutheran congregation.

Tabernacle Baptist Church is a good example of Gothic design.
Of particular note are the stone tracery work, corbelling and stained
glass windows. The present congregation is planning to refurbish the

building.
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8. Statement of Significance

Church records do not reveal the names of the architect
or contractor.

The church, presently known as the Tabernacle Baptist
Church, was originally built by a German Evangelical
Lutheran congregation. The difficulties in relation to
divine services in the English and German language had led
to an amicable separation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in 1842. Various other buildings were used by the German
cgggregation until the present church was constructed in
1 L]

Over the years, the German congregation moved from the
area which is now largely a black neighborhood. The church
was acquired by the Tabernacle Baptist congregration in
1967 and once again is an integral and important component
of the neighborhood community.

Although the Tabnernacle Baptist Church does not compare
in style or grandeur to the large uptown churches of
Harrisburg, it does possess a sophistication in design which
is uncommon in the area's small churches. The church is
an excellent example of 19th century Victorian architecture.
Of particular note is the fine brick work. Greek-key frets
accentuate the upper level of the bell tower and brick
corbeling is located on the gables and cornices. The stainéd
glass windows are original and reflect the church's origins
in their German inscriptions and dedications.

The church is located in a neighborhood of small 19th
century residences of a very modest nature. It's
architectural style has made it a local landmark as well
as a religious and social focal point. The present
congregation has undertaken a general refurbishing of the
building in conjunction with a local urban renewal program.
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