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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Tabernacle Baptist Church ·was constructed in 1886 adjoining 
an earlier 1863 frame church. The frame church was replaced by a tnree 
story brick parsonage in 1897 and the two buildings joined together by 
a one bay, two story section. 

The present Tabernacle Baptist Church is a two story brick 
building designed in a ·modified Gothic style. A three story square 
bell tower set in the south east gable serves as the main entrance 
to the sanctuary. Doors located in the east and south sides of the 
tower are recessed with stone tracery in the arches. A similar door 
is located in the west end of the gable. Windows are also of pointed 
arch design .and are arranged in pairs around the first and second 
story levels. The central windows on the gable facade feature elabor­
ate stone tracery work. The first story window on the east and west 
sides of the building are round arch with simple molded lintels. 
Large oval windows with stone tracery are located in the 3rd story 
of the tower. Square pilacters set off each pair of windows. Pilas­
ters are also located at.the corners of the building and tower. A 
finely detailed series of brick corbelling accentuates the cornice 
and 2nd and 3rd story levels of the bell tower. The gable corner 
opposite the bell tower features a small turret topped by a cross­
gabled roof and finial. 

The interior floor plan of the church has the sanctuary 
located on the second story level. A heavy carved wooden staircase 
leads from the tower entrance to the rear of the sanctuary. ~e 
interior appointments of the sanctuary have been altered over the 
years, but the original stained glass windows with German inscrip­
tions are still extant. The exterior of the building has not been 
seriously altered and at present is in a good state of repair. 
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The Tabernacle Baptist Church was originally built by a German 
Lutheran congregation. Over the years, the German congregation has 
moved from the area which is now largely a Black neighborhood. The 
church, however, still remains an integral and important component of 
the neighborhood community. 

Tabernacle Baptist Church is a good example of Gothic design. 
Of particular note are the stone tracery work, corbelling and stained 
glass windows. The present congregation is planning to refurbish the 
building. 
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Church records do not reveal the names of the architect 
or contractor. 

The church, presently known as the Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, was originally built by a German Evangelical 
Lutheran congregation. The difficulties in relation to 
divine services in the English and German language had led 
to an amicable separation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in 18~2. Various other buildings were used by the. German 
congregation until the present church was constructed in 
1886. 

Over the years, the German congregation moved from the 
area which is now largely a black neighborhood. The church 
was acquired by the Tabernacle Baptist congregDation in 
1967 and once again is an integral and important component 
of the neighborhood community. 

Although the Tabnernacle Baptist Church does not compare 
in style or grandeur to the large uptown churches of 
Harrisburg, it does possess a sophistication in design which 
is uncommon in the area's small churches. The church is 
an excellent example of 19th century Victorian architecture. 
Of particular note is the fine brick work. Greek-key frets 
accentuate the upper level of the bell tower and brick 
corbeling is located on the gables and cornices. The stained 
glass windows are original and reflect the church's origins 
in their German inscriptions and dedications. 

The church is located in a neighborhood of small 19th 
century residences of a very modest nature. It's 
architectural style has made it a local landmark as well 
as a religious and social focal point. The present 
congregation has undertaken a general refurbishing of the 
building in conjunction with a local urban renewal program. 
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SEE INSTRUCTiONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NAT/ONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

NAME /iew-^,. 
HISTORIC ^ T a b e r n a c l e B a p t i s t C h u r c h ^ 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
CITY.TOWN VICINITYOF COUNTY STATE 

Harrisburg, Capital & Herr Sts. Dauphln Pennsylvania 

PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTocREDiT PA H l s t o r l c a l & Museum Coimniss ion DATEOFPHOTO 1975 

NEGATIVE FILED AT PA H i s t o r l c a l & Museuni Commiss ion  
Box 1026 , H a r r i s b u r g , PA 17120 

IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. ' 

V i e w o f M a i n F a c a d e . 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE PENNSYLVANIA 
NOV 1 2 5975 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

6-^ 
(̂ abernaeXe Baptise Cli«reh) Harrisburg 

Dauphln Cousty 

Also Notified 

Boa. Hugk Seott 
BOB. ilchard 8. Sehvolker 
Ben. Bcrsan T. Schneebeli 
Beglonal 01reetor» M14> 

Atlantle Beglen 
PR MMott 11/18/75 

State Hieterle freeemtion Offieer 
Mr. VI11lan 3. Vowor 
ExeeutiTe Dlreetor, Fennsylvania 

Bietorleal and Mttsoun Conalsaien 
Box 102ft 
Rarrlobnrs, Venneylvania 17120 

INT: 2950-75 



NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
DNA]^^3|J-*<^ i t appears on federal register: ( i J 

German E v a n g e l i c a l Z i o n Lutheran Church 

2 ) O T ^ € R N A M E S : 

(g) L O C A T J O N street & number 
r i a p i t a l and Herr Sts 

c i t y / town 
H a r r i s b u r g 

Tabernac le B a p t i s t Church 

t e of e n t r y : 

11-12-75 

c o u n t y code ' . 

' 0 4 3 
v i c i n i t y of 

o v J N t r r ^ n m U PSTATt •MUWICIPAL DCOUNTY DMULTIFIE DFEDERAKagency name), 

> 'State 
PA Dau] 

county 
i p h i n 

(S )NPS R E G I O N : 

Mid-Atlantic 

EXISTING SURVEYS DHABS DHAER DNHL ^ F U N D E D ? QYES ^ O | @ C O N G R E S S . D I S T R I C T \ -7 

^ A D M I N I S T R A T O R : . 

M i t t MTIMtt ftEeim^ 

)CONDITION • deteriorated -{^altered 
• excel lent D r u i n s Dunaltered 
^good Dunexposed 
D f a i r Dunexcavated 

S O U R C E of N O M I N A T I O N 

g j o r i g i n a l si te 
• moved 

• reconstructed G u n k n o w n 
• excavated 

CrfsTATE 

. 5 

DFEOERAL 

D L O C A L DPRIVATE ORGAI^IZATION 
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