
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

DATA .SHFFT 
S T A T E 

Pennsylvania 
C O U N T Y : 

Clearfield 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y D A T E 

M- NAME 
JUW 5 1975 

C O M M O N : 

St, Severin's Old Log Church 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

\2 . LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Pennsylvaala Route 53' 
C I T Y O R T O W N : U U - . < J 

Cooper Settlement', Cooper Township 
C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

23rd 
S T A T E 

Pennsylvania 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Clearfield 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

Pennsylvania 42 

C O U N T Y : 

Clearfield 033 
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3. CLASSfFICATION 
C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t S B u i l d i n g 

• S i te • Str uc tu re 

• O b i e c t 

O W N E R S H I P 

• P u b l i c 

0 9 P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P r o c e s s 

I I B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

S T A T U S 

I I O c c u p i e d 

K l U n o c c u p i e d 

I I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

39 R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r o l 

I 1 C o m m e r c i a l 

r~] E d u c a t i o n a l 

( I En te r t a i nmen t 

r~1 Gove rnmen t 

[71 Indus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

r~l M u s e u m 

• Park 

( I P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

r n R e l i g i o u s 

[ I S c i e n t i f i c 

i I Transportation 

[E Other (Specify) 

I 1 Commen ts 

not presently in use 

{:4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
— O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

LU 
Bishop of the Diocese of Erie (The Most Reverend Alfred N. Watson) 

LU S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

UJ Chancery Office, 205 West Ninth Street 
«/) C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

Erie Pennsylvania 42 
[s LOCATTON O F L E G A L DESCRIPTION 
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3 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Clearfield County Register & Recorder's Office 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

Clearfield County Courthouse 
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C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Clearfield 
[»K f^j^jgESpTfATiigN IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Pennsylvania 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

None 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • F e d e r a l • State 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

\ 
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[7. PSSCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t • G o o d ^ F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

. ( C h e c k One)-

S A l t e r e d ^ U n a l t e r e d 

. ( C h e c k O n e ) 

n M o v e d 1x1 O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

St. Severin's Church is a one and one-half story log structure with 
a gable roof and steeple. The building measures approximately forty feet 
in length and twenty-four feet in width and rests upon a rock foundation. 

The church is constructed of square-hewn, white pine logs and features 
two sills which run the entire length of each side. Peaked cornering char­
acterize the sills while the logs above feature both squared tenons as well 
as dovetail joints, often referred to as haIf-dovetail. Planks f i l l in the 
gable ends and hand-split shingles cover the roof. The church originally 
featured a stone center chinmey which was later reraoved. An inset steeple 
presently rises above the church and has four openings on each.side. The 
steeple features.a steep-pitched octagon roof. 

The church has three window openings on either side, each one over 
one, double hung $9sh. The entrance features a double-leaf, three panelled 
door with an Interesting triangular design. The interior of the church 
contains one large roa# with a loft. A partial restoration was conducted 
in 1967 aad consisted primarily of rechlnklng the crocks between the logs 
with cement. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

u 

oe. 

Z 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i o n I Q 16th C e n t u r y 

• 15th C e n t u r y • • •17th Cen tu ry 

18th C e n t u r y 

g ] 19th Cen tu ry 

• 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATEls) (H Applicable andKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

[ 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I 1 C o m m e r c e 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 E d u c a t i o n 

1 I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I 1 Indust ry 

1 1 Inven t ion 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

( I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

B R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l o sophy 

n S c i e n c e 

I 1 Scu lp tu re 

1 1 S o c i o l / H u m a n -

i t a r i on 

• T h e o t e r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

1 I U r t a n P l a n n i n g 

• Other ( S p e c i f y ; 

St. Severin*s Old Log Church was built by German Catholic settlers 
who had iimigrated to the area during the 1840's. St. Severin's was dedi­
cated by the Bishop of j^lttsburgh, Michael O'Conner, on September 2, 1851. 
The original parishioBers consisted of thirty-five families, the "first 
family" being that of Severin Nebel (Neabel, Neable). According to be­
lief, Nebel was a prominent Alsatian Inmigrant, and the church was named 
for his namesake, St. Severin, believed to be Remain Severin of Bordeaux, 
Bishop of Cologne. 

Also located on the church property are the ruins of a rectory and 
a cemetery, blessed on July 26, 1852, which contains the graves of many 
of the original settlers. The property was conveypd* to the Benedictine 
Society of Westmoreland County in 1855. In 1864, the title was passed to 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Erie. The church served until about 1880 wĥ n 
a larger church was erected nearby. 

Architecturally, the church is one of the few 
structures in northcentral Pennsylvania. 

Ining early log 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHtCAL REFERENCES 

Aldrich, Lewis Cass (ed,). History of Clearfield County Pennsvlvania. 
Syracuse, N.Y.: D. Mason & Co,, 1887, pp, 6E1-612, 

Swetnam, George, "Historic Restoration," The Pittsburgh Press. (November 
3, 1968), pp. 20-21, 

History of Clearfield Countv. published by Matt Savage, Clearfield, 
Pa.f Public Spirit, 1896, pp. 218-219. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 0 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 
SE 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I ' ^ ' J D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T h L i c t i s T 3 . R P O I N I O F A P r t O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

-41r^—91 ' . 55 • 
Easting 

17-7^2-900 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

^̂ e-̂ * 96-: 4^ ' 
Northing 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F I ^ O M I N A - f E D P R O P E R T Y : f i V e 

I L I S T A L C S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E ^ F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A ' P P I N G S T 

C O U N T Y 

11. FORM P R E P A R E D BY 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y 

N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Joseph A, Dague, Jr,, President; David M, Berman. Curator 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Clearfield Co, Hist, Soc,; Pa, Hist, & Museum CCTMII, 

D A T E 

Dec 1974 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

104 East Pine St,; Penn Memorial Museum̂  Box 1026 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Clearfield; Harrisburg 
1 2 S T A T E L I A I S O N O F F I C E R C f e R T I F t C A I I O N 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is : 

National • ^tale_^ • Loca l ^ 

'̂"'̂  Pa Historical & Museum Cnmm-tss-tnn 

D a t e 

Pennsylvania -42. 
N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R V E R I F t C A T I O N 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register, 

Director, Ottice ot Archeology and Historic Preservation 

D j t ( 

ATTEST: 

D a t e 

Keeper ottThe National Re 

1975 
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Property St. Severin's Old Log Church 
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Photos ^ 
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Form No. 10-301 
R e * . 7-72 

UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T O F THE INTERIOR 
NAT IONAL P A R K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to (x- enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Pennsylvania 
C O U N T Y 

Clearf ie ld 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

iy j l fN5RYlB?' |BER D A T E 

2 |L NAME 

o St. Severin's Old Log Church 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

u 
=> 
oe 

Pennsylvania Route 53 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cooper Settlement. Cooper Township 

z 

UJ 

UJ 

Pennsylvania 42 

C O U N T Y : 

Clearfie 
3. M A P R E F E R E N C E 

USGS 7.5 minute setles^ Karthauâ N>Mnnsjlvania 
l;24j000 
1959, 1971 

4, R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundar ies where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3 . La t i t ude and longitude re ference. 

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFre^V^^j feJ j .q 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE PKrJSYLVAIJlA 

Date Entered 

Name 

tvixk Trees Farm 

&aker Mansloa 

/ St. Severin's Old Log Church 

Location 

Slchboro 
Bucks County 

Altonna 
Blair County 

Cooper Settlement, Cooper Township 
Clearfield County 

Also Notified 
Hon. Hugh Scott 
Hon. Rlciiard S. Schveiker 
lion. EdwarJ G. Bleeter, Jr. 
Uoa. Bud Sliuetsr 
Hon. Albert W. JoVmson 

Regional Director, Mid Atlantic 
Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. KUllaa J. Wewer 
Executlva Director, Pennsylvania 
Historical and ̂iu8eusB Cosraisaion 

Sox 1026 
Barrlsburg, Pteansylvaala 17120 

jpR MMOTT: pi 6/10/75 
— • Ml I.II, .<»»,<n«l»i»l.««niini«l'<»iJf*«W*..4*MJ>3Wf 

j . |M ! |P f j | | t j p i y . iUU^ 



^NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
J A M E as i t appears on federal r e g i s t e r : / ^ |(g) OTHER NAMES-. ^date of er,try: 1(3) cot 

-̂ Sf. J'.^e^/^V Old L . C ^ . ^ . K ^ k \ _ \ L ^ ^ / h Z L _ L _ ^ 
O C A T I O N street & numl^(6r c i t y / town \ < j [ i c in i t j nf - state V county (e)NPS REGION: 

L O C A T I O N street & numlj^fer c i t y / town 

'v<R'g<8l<j^^$TATE DMUNICIPAL DCOUNTY DMULTIPU DFEDERAKagency name) 

(g )OTHER N A M E S 

county 

ffl) EXISTING S U R V E Y S DHABS DHAER DNHL FUNDED? DYES B H 5 ' | ( § ) C 0 N G R E S S . D I S T R I C T O ^ J [ (^SOURCE of NOMINATION 

date of ent ry : I (4)county code: 

(g )NPS REGION 

^ADMINISTRATOR' . . 

ifRiiiH MttwkL «<6isT(i£ timm mm%n 
D deteriorated 
• r u i n s 
• unexposed 
• unexcavated 

' M'l'ILI'III'MI 

) C O N D I T I O N 
• excel lent 
• good 
B^a i r 

i l tered ^ o r i g i n a l si te 
• unaltered • m o v e d 
• reconstructed • u n k n o w n 
• excavated 

gSTATE 

r 
• FEDERAI 

if state wtî preDared^orm? 

• LOCAL DPRIVATE ORGAÎ IZATION 

$r features: (^CSSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 ^DSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 «asUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3 

2 DNOT INTACT-O SeUIlT INTACT-O O • NOT INTACT • O 

^ • U N K M O W N - 4 j^^UNKNOWN-5 >D*fiKN0WN-6 
I^NOT APPLICABLE-7 luDNOT APPLICABLE-8 ^ • N O T APPLICABLE-9 

[ ^ A C C E S S m ^ E S - R e s t r ioted D " ' E S - U n r e s t r i c t e d • No Access • Unknc ADAPTIVE USE • Y E S BffO SAVED? D Y E S IS P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T ? D V e s e i i S 

I A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E : 
D ARCHEOLOGY-preliistorlc-2 DCOMMERCE-6 

DARCHEOlOGY-historic-) D COMMUNICATIONS-

• W S R I C U L T U R E - J ^ •CONSERVATION-8 

O ^ R C H I T E C T U R E U \ • ECONOMICS-9 

• ART-5 •EDUCATION-10 

• ENGINEERING-n 

• ENTERTAINMENT-2B 

DEXPLORATION -12 

DHEALTH-27 

D INOUSTRY-13 
D INVENTION -14 

D LANDSCAPE ARCH 

D LAW-16 

D LITERATURE-17 

D MILITARY- 18 

• MUSIC- 19 ' 

D PHILOSOPHY-1 

• P0LITIci/™VT.-21 • RECREATION-2B 

S ^ U G I O N \ ^ \ •SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE-23^ •URBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAl/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL /CULTURAL-30 . 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

V 

a C L A I M S . exp la in 
'first* • 

* o ldes t ' • 

•only* D 

^ f u n c t i o n s . 

WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: C v ^ - U . ^ CW 

dates of initial construction: l ^ S \ 
major altorations: ^ ^ AX^S^^JuJ 
historic events: 

^architect 

^ E T H N I C G R O U P 
7 A S S O C I A T I O N 

engineer: )architectural style(s): master builder: 

• ^ l a n d s c a p e architect / garden designer: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: ^ ar t is t : p a r t i s a n : ^bu i lde r / con t r ac to r : 

I N A M E S give role Be, date 
PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

I ^ N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R W R I T E - U P PCet>^ei> L-CGs 6ev\iTTU-^. Cn«»V> , ^ O f \ ^ I=&UV\Or^TWtiVN j W t - »Tt>AAfc^ , ntcC^awtsSULa^L, 

I A A k k. . a ^ 1 " n . . _ 1 . 


