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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St, Severin's Church is a one and one-half story log structure with
a gable roof and steeple, The building measures approximately forty feet
in length and twenty-four feet in width and rests upon a rock foundation,

The church is constructed of square-hewn, white pine logs and features
two sills which run the entire length of each side, Peaked cornering char-
acterize the sills while the logs above feature both squared tenons as well
as dovetail joints, often referred to as half-dovetail, Planks fill in the
gable ends and hand-split shingles cover the roof. The church originally
featured a stone center chimney which was later removed, An inset steeple
presently rises above the church and has four openings on each.side, The
steeple features.a steep-pitched octagon roof,

The church has three window openings on either side, each one over
one, double hung sash, The entrancé features a double-leaf, three panelled
door with an interesting triangular design. The interior of the church
contains one large roaw with a loft, A partial restoration was conducted
in 1967 and consisted primarily of rechinking the cracks between the logs
with cement,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

. St, Severin's Old Log Church was built by German Catholic settlers
who had immigrated to the area during the 1840's, St, Severin's was dedi-
cated by the Bishop of Pittsburgh, Michael O'Conner, on September 2, 1851,
The original parishiomers consisted of thirty-five families, the "first
family" being that of Severin Nebel (Neabel, Neable), According to be-
lief, Nebel was a prominent Alsatian immigrant, and the church was named
for his namesake, St, Severin, believed to be Romain Severin of Bordeaux,
Bishop of Cologne,

Also located on the church property are the ruins of a rectory and
a cemetery, blessed on July 26, 1852, which contains the graves of many

INSTRUCTIONS

of the original settlers,

Society of Westmoreland County in 1855,

The property was conveyed!'to the Benedictine
In 1864, the title was passed to

the Roman Catholic Diocese of Erie,

The church served until about 1880 wh$n

EE

S

a larger church was erected nearby,

Architecturally, the church is one of the few remaining early log
structures in northcentral Pennsylvania,
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St. Severin's Church, exterior view of the side.
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ST. SEVERIN'S OLD LOG CHURCH

\‘l\
~
O@L%c UNITED STAT S KARTHAUS QUADRANGLE \V\j@\_\
- N
<@‘;/,¢ E E PENNSYLVANIA o
‘o~ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) o
“, GEOLOGICAL SURVEY e
g 1007,3708;07’30” [74000m . TERSng |ug  2/307 | 751| 1930000 FEET | 78°02'10 —
INS==2
i \\_;'g—iz-/‘"“}‘
s
53
Q
a3
&3
O
W
O¢
©
as55000m.N, [\
{340 000
FEET
3 455
W i
g:’ -~
o3 133
82 %2
u"’ag : EIN
& - 23
o 2
S SRR SO =2 '~'~*«y..-»j~.\'lf\\\ ;,,Q.‘. = o 2 ///0
1460 3
o ]
N
3
o
z
5
2
<
S
)
z
&
A
2/30//
i1l & LEOvTessay,
: K/,,f/ Rl 28
NS R A /\ Py
T |
el S
X 4
! w
"-‘,‘," % 0]
H
15}
--=§§p
SRS
, 310000 | =
'o o FEET.
: ey
™
2\ A
- 3
] @
3 0
5
»
4
. 3
& e
| NSRRIk )
e TRy
Wi
-y fl;[,{. o
5 ‘( Lo
Al )= 4543000m.)_
41°00/ | d i oy LE M I ] = \ M H ON) 120/ H7 GORTON 0.6 ® INTERIOR—GEOLOGICAL SURVEY WASHINGTON D C -1972 ?i 41°00
78°07/30/ 142 1900000 FEET \PEALE 0.9 MI. 46 (BLAC/5<3650lSNEANN N 21307 11749 /e i rEgtoomg | 78°00/
2 Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey 1 SCALE 1:24000 ORD CLASSIFICATION §<‘7
1 1 MILE %
SO Control by USGS and USC&GS il , S - , %,
\\/\fp\ Topography from aerial photographs by photogrammetric methods D 1000 2000 =000 a0 = s LOOR FEEY Heavy-duty Light-duty Ss—— %,
\?\,\ & Aerial photographs taken 1958. Field check 1959 1 5 0 1 KILOMETER Medium-duty e Unimproved dirt - - -~
8° [ —— —— ——
Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum 142 MILS CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET

10,000-foot grid based on Pennsylvania coordinate system,
north zone 5

1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks,

zone 17, shown in blue

Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and field lines where
generally visible on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked

Revisions shown in purple compiled in cooperation with
State of Pennsylvania agencies from aerial photographs
taken 1971. This information not field checked

UTM GRID AND 1971 MAGNETIC NORTH
DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET

DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS
FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242

A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

|

=
PENNSYLVANIA

QUADRANGLE LOCATION

( ) State Route

KARTHAUS, PA.

N4100—W7800/7.5

1959

PHOTOREVISED 1971
AMS 5366 Il SE—SERIES V831




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE PEINISYLVANTIA

JN S TR
Date Entered ’ ? ;
Name location

Twvin Trees Farm Richboro
Bucks County

Baker Mansion - ‘ Altourna
Blair County

St. Severin's 0ld Log Church Cooper Settlement, Cooper Township
Clearfield County

Also Notified

Hon. Hugh Scott State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon, Richard S. Schweiker . Mr, William J. Wewer

Hon. Edward G. Blester, Jr. Executive Director, Pemnsylvania
Hon, Bud Sluster Kistorical snd Museum Commisaion
Hon. Albext W. Johnson Box 1026

Harrisburg, Peansylvania 17120

Regional Director, Mid Atlantic
Region .
LPR MMOTT: pl 6/10/75

VAR TR 47

oy T Re it

TR 1 - > CMETRR ¥ AT T T b iahh AT ST T T T L W R IR T I AT LIS T T AT



+*NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET

of entr c un de:
\VAME as it appears jn federal register: @ @0"'"5“ NAMES: . date of entry: ounty co
 Severar Old Loy ChunchA N\, G~5—75" O?f
LOCATION street & numifr city / town \ Qﬂ\cigjt \tate J county (B)NPS REGION:
W of Cosper Settlcinent of LA L2 Cogeer cartreld |\ M ~Hilonh
k') OWNER v RIVATE _JISTATE I MUNICIPAL JCOUNTY Dmutmti [ FEDERAL (agency name) . [@mmmsmnon
® EXISTIN VEYS [JHABS 10 210 |@concress. bISTRICT J@soun @STATE  CJFEDERAL

if state wypre redorm?
t d Y. e

1 OILocAL _ CIPRIVATE ORGANIZATION

@CONDITION Ddeteriorated Maltered BOriginal site |@features:  @AUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 o CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 @ CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT- 3
Dexcellent Oruins Ounaltered Omoved EDNOT INTACT-O EE’WUT INTACT-O OCINOT INTACT - O
Ogood Ounexposed Oreconstructed COunknown WO UNKNOWN -4 WO UNKNOWN-5 > LAHKNOWN -6
Sfair Ounexcavated Oexcavated Z NOT APPLICABLE-7 WO NOT APPLICABLE-8 Z D NOT APPLICABLE- ©

ACCESS WES-Restricted [J YES =Unrestricted [0 No Access [JUnknown [®ADAPT|VE use OIYES ml@ SAVED? (O YES ] IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? [ yes®ho

8 AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : O ENGINEERING =11 (3 LANDSCAPE ARCH.= 15 D poLITIC/ OOYT." 21 CJRECREATION -28 I@;CLA}MSZ explain

CARCHEOLOGY = prehistoric-2 () COMMERCE -6 D ENTERTAINMENT-26 O3 LAW=-18 AeLicion O SETTLEMENT=29 first’O
DARCHEOLOGY-historic 1 [ COMMUNICATIONS-7 (JEXPLORATION-12 O3 LITERATURE=17 O SCIENCE- 23 D URBAN PLANNING-31 | «gldest’ O
RICUlTURE - O CONSERVATION=8 (D HEALTH-27 O MILITARY - 18 (J SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=24 [ OTHER (SPECIFY)
cmr:crunf 4 O ECONOMICS=- 9 O INDUSTRY=13 O MusIC=19 O SOCIAL /CULTURAL=30 ‘only’ D
O ART=5 O EDUCATION=10 O INVENTION - 14 O PHILOSOPHY = X0 O TRANSPORTATION - 25
Ng

@ functions ’ L gdates of initial construction: l Bs! AT

whew wistonicaty sigwipomt:  Clacuer € major alterations: gy 9 o ¢ foarngbet

CURRENTLY: abd T whe . historic ev\ents. GUW
@g architectural style(s): [@archxtect: __i@l_na_ster builder: @engineer:
@la.ndscape architect s garden designer: @interior decorator: @ artist: @artisan: builder/contractor:

@NAMES give role & date
PERSONAL:

EVENTS : 2 W b{m ol &Q.L) (VR WY § W\ pornsce EBB IQ6Y,
INSTITUTIONAL: MMG\L w.\ OC Lbh"‘mu C° DUl P{M QQSS'IQ“'.

@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP DRESSED oo tonéTot CTion, Song Fuuhbbncni \li/2 3TORAES LecRwULBR.,
G3LED Roor WITH SIMNULED FLoNT RIDeS BELPRM , 6LE EnD 0enEr Enfednes th Deey REVEAL ;

(NTBRI0R.  GOULER] | MarA AUTELWTEW S - VERNAOALA B . \

e ———— O R A SRS - - - -
o e e ——

A& early lbj steucture b ld by Cernan Caktiole \mjmd-s one of Lews such stauctures M
u\ Mrk&d-lt\ M~ -

S S TN u/’t I ARMISITIAAAL ALl CTOAfcrCE: I rre r~ BIIIAA T © PBIIT™ Al B i DOor

A e =




