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C O M M O N : 

"THe John Gray House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

{2>.. LOCATION: r: ^va^S: • > ^ . PA C^<=OO~ 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : ^ A T ) 

CITY OR TOWN: R . D . R t O . l 

Port Matilda 
C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 
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S T A T E 

Pennsylvania 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Centre 
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S T A T E 

Pennsylvania 42 
C O U N T Y : 

Centre 072 
| 3 . CLASSIFICATION 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t ?C] B u i l d i n g 

• S i te • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 
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K P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

( I In P r o c e s s 
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S O c c u p i e d 
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• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I C o m m e r c i a l 

I I E d u c o t i o n a l 

i I En te r ta inmen t 

I I Gove rnmen t 

• Industr la l 
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O T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

• Other f S p e c f f y ; 

[ i Comments 

[4. OWNER OF PROPef?TY 

— O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

UJ 
W i l l i s W. and Betty C. Brvant 

UJ S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

111 Box #132, R. D . #1 
C l T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

Port Matilda Pennsylvania 42 
5. LOCATION OF L E G A L DESCRIPTION 
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C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Centre County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Bellefonte 
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T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

None 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

• F e d e r a l • State F A C b o n t y 

fy. 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
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DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Chec* One; 

• E x c e l l e n t BB Good . • F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

f C h e c * O n e ; 

• M o v e d 1 ^ O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The John Gray house is a two and one-half story 
five-bay structure with an exposed basement. The front 
wall fabric is dressed stone while the side and rear 

4̂'"'',. walls are rubble stone. A chimney protrudes from each 
end of the steep gable roof. The^cornice is embellished 
with carvings and applied lozengs. A porch runs along 
the front and north walls. JUindows are nine over six 
light with raised panel shutters on the first floor. 

A small one story board and batten 20th century 
wing protrudes from the rear wall. 

The interior features a typical Georgian floor 
plan, with a center hall and two rooms on each side. 
The stairway is unusual with its sawn flat balusters 
and gouged ornament on the stair string facings. A l l 
of the architectural woodworks, doors, trim, stair, 
mantels (save one), chair rails, floors, window frames 
(except one sash), and practically a l l of the hardware 
are original and intact. The structure has been restored 
under the direction of a qualified restoration architect. 
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|6. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD CCfiecfc One or Afore as Appropriate) 
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• Art 

\ I Commerce 

I 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
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[ 1 Scu lp tu re 

I I S o c i o l / H u m o n -

i to r ion 

• Theo te r 

I 1 T ranspo r t a t i on 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

u 

UJ 
iy> 

The John Gray house represents a fine example of 
late eighteenth centtiry rural Pennsylvanian architecture, 
Stone houses of this size and type record rural Pennsyl­
vania design and craftmanship based on the traditional 
Georgian floor plan. 

This structure is also unique in that i t has come 
to this generation practically unchanged. The solid 
stone exterior, along with the original interior doors, 
chairrail, hardware, etc., present eighteenth century 
Central Pennsylvania architecture, ^he house was built 
by John Gray, one of the early settlers of the region. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

40° 49' 27" 

L O N G I T U D E 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : Six acres 
I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R 
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Box #1026 

9/20/74 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Harrisbixrg 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CtPTIFICA l ION 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1956 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National | j 
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PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Pennsylvania 
C O U N T Y 

Centre 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

mra—m 
1. KAME 

C O M M O N : John Gray House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 

U 

3 

OS 

H 

Z 

tu 

IU 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

R.D.#I State Route #$gO 3/i; mile South of U.S. Route #220 
C I T Y OR TOWN; 

Port Matilda 

Pennsylvania 
C O U N T Y : 

Centre 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E : 

U.S.G.S. 7..5 minute Julian Penna. 
S C A L E : ! . 2 l | 0 0 0 

DATE: 1962 photorevised I97I BECEWEP 

C O D E 

4, REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North orrow. 

3. La t i tude and longitude re ference. \ \ \ f?EGIST£« 

U . S . G O V E R N M E N T P R I N T I N G O F F I C E : 8 7 6 - 1 7 0 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE PT^NN.qVT.VANTA 

Date Entered 8 W 

Name Location 

Shadyside Presbyterian Church 

Gray, John, House 

Pittsburgh 
Allegheny County 

Port Matilda v i c i n i t y 
Centre County 

Also Notified 

Hon. Richard S. Schweiker 
Hon. Hugh Scott 
Hon. William S. Moorhead 
Hon. Albert W. Johnson 

Regional Director, Mid At l a n t i c 
Region 

State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 
Mr. William J. Wewer, Executive Director 
Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l and Museum Commission 
Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

MMott/cha 4-7-75 
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Midatlantic 
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D u n e x c a v a t e d 

• O r i g i n a l s i t e 

D m o v e d 
• r e c o n s t r u c t e d G u n k n o w n 
• e x c a v a t e d 

SHPO 
U DLOCAL 

who prepjied loim^ 

• PRIVATE ORGAIIZATION 
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2 D NOT INTACT-0 

I^D UNKNOWN-5 

S D N O T APPLICABLE-8 

ODNOT INTACT " O 

>DUNKN0WN-6 

2 D NOT APPLICABLE-9 
g A C C E S S gVES-Res t r i c l ed D VES-Unrestricted D No Access DUnknowr. 

J ^ A R E A S O F S I G N I F I C A N C E : D ENGINEERING !̂ 

DARCHEOLOGY-pretiistorii:-2 DCOMMERCE-6 • ENTE|tTAI)HfrENT-26 

DARCHEOLOGY-histonc-l D COMMUN ICATIONS - 7 D EXPLWATION -12 

D AGRICULTURE-3 D CONSERVATION - 8 DHEALTH-27 

S ARCHITECTURE-4 • ECONOMICS-9 D INOUSTRY-13 

DABT-5 D EOUCATION-IO D INVENTION-M 

MOAPTIVE USE DYES CJlO SAVEO' DYES I S P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T ? D y e s S n o 

D LANOSCAPE ARCH.-15 D POLITICS/ GOVT.• 21 D RECREATION-28 

DRELIGION-22 •SETTLEMENT-29 

D LITERATURf-17 D SCIENCE-23 • URBAN PLANMING-31 
• MILITARY-18 D SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 D OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• MUSIC-19 D SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30 
D PHILOSOPHY-20 D TRANSPORTATION-25 

^ f u n c t i o n s 

WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
CURRENTLY: „ 

House 

HJ{XffiQ£X House 

) a r c h i t e c t u r a l s ty l e ( s ) : 

c u l a r w i t h G e o r g i a n e l e m e n t s 
• ̂ l a n d s c a p e a r c h i t e c t / g a r d e n des igne r : 

) N A M E S g i v e r o l e & d a t e 
PERSONAL: 

^ d a t e s of Initial construction: 1 7 9 3 
major alterations: 
historic events: 

^ C L A I M S , e x p l a i n 
^ f i r s t ' D 

' o l d e s t ' D 

' o n l y ' • 

2 0 t h c . r e a r a d d i t i o n 

^arch i tec t : 

^ i n t e r i o r d e c o r a t o r : I a r t i s t : 

kmaster b u i l d e r : 

p a r t i s a n : 

. E T H N I C G R O U P 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

e n g i n e e r : 

b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r : 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

^ N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R W R I T E - U P 
Stone (fxHH coursed ashlar front facade), 2% stories over raised basement, rectangular, 

gabled roof, i n t e r i o r end chimneys, front center entrance with transom, 1-story wraparound porchj boxed cornice with applied 

lozenges; l—st&L;/ rear board—and-batten 20th C. wing; i n t e r i o r stairway features unusual sawn f l a t balusters and gouged 

omament on s t a i r s t r i n g facings. Fine example of l a t e 19th C. r u r a l PA architecture based on t r a d i t i o n a l Georgian floor 

plans} l i t t l e changed since i t was b u i l t by early s e t t l e r John Gray. 

I r e u i e m e r s i n i t i a l s . 
ST 9 / 1 1 / 7 8 . 
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