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|7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

(Check One)
[] Excellent (X Good | [] Fair [C] Deteriorated [C] Ruins [C] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered [C] Unaltered [] Moved B8 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Gray house is a two and one-half story
five-bay structure with an exposed basement. The front
wall fabric is dressed stone while the side and rear
walls are rubble stone. A chimney protrudes from each
end of the steep gable roof. The cornice is embellished
with carvings and applied_lozengs. A porch runs along
the front and north walls.- Windows are nine over six
light with raised panel shutters on the first floor.

A small one story board and batten 20th century
wing protrudes from the rear wall.

The interior features. a typical Georgian floor
plan, with a center hall and two rooms on each side.
The stairway is unusual with its sawn flat balusters
and gouged ornament on the stair string facings. All
of the architectural woodworks, doors, trim, stair,
mantels (save one), chair rails, floors, window frames
(except one sash), and practically all of the hardware
are original and intact. The structure has been restored
under the direction of a qualified restoration architect.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John Gray house represents a fine example of
late eighteenth century. rural Pennsylvanian architecture.
Stone houses of this size and type record rural Pennsyl-
vania design and craftmanship based on the traditional
Georgian floor plan.

This structure is also unique in that it has come
to this generation practically unchanged. The solid
stone exterior, along with the original interior doors,
chairrail, hardware, etc., present eighteenth century
Central Pennsylvania architecture. g, ;,use was built

by John Gray, one of the early settlers of the region.
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Shadyside Presbyterian Church Pittsburgh
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/
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Centre County

Also Notified

Hon. Richard S. Schweiker
Hon. Hugh Scott

Hon. William S. Moorhead
Hon. Albert W. Johnson

Regional Director, Mid Atlantic
Region
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State Historic Preservation Officer

Mr. William J. Wewer, Executive Director
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Box 1026

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120
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