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The Fulton Log House i s a three bay two-story structure 
with a center door. I t has a moderately pitched roof with 
the ridgepole p a r a l l e l to the front facade and one gable chimney. 
On the ground story, to one side of the door, and beneath the 
area between the center and end bay of the second story i s a 
six-over-nine sash window. The second story has three six-
over-nine sash windows; one above the door and one to each side. 

Because of the ir r e g u l a r placement of the ground story window, 
the house most probably was o r i g i n a l l y a one-story structure 
with a l o f t which l a t e r was expanded into a f u l l second story. 
The ends of the second f l o o r j o i s t s are v i s i b l e on the fro n t 
facade. The logs are saddle notckM and the roof projects 
s l i g h t l y beyond the walls. 

The house was i n a state of disuse and disrepair but i s 
now I n the process of complete restoration f o r the Commissioners 
and the School Board of Upper St. Clair Township. The restored 
cabin w i l l provide an educational experience f o r elementary 
and high school students, adults, and v i s i t o r s to the area. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Fulton Log House was part of the l a t e Congressman James 
G. Fulton's estate, now adjacent to the township's high school 
and across the road from the township's municipal building. 

Log houses provided the f i r s t shelters f o r early s e t t l e r s 
i n Western Pennsylvania. They were b u i l t from the pioneer 
period, which ended roughly about 1785, well i n t o the middle of 
the 19th century. For t h i s reason they are d i f f i c u l t to date. 
Most of the existing log houses were not b u i l t u n t i l a f t e r the 
f r o n t i e r days. They were simple, d i r e c t , economic solutions 
to housing needs i n isolated areas with an abundance of timber. 
With the exception of the well-preserved o r i g i n a l log houses 
many grew i n size as l o f t s were often l a t e r transformed int o f u l l 
second stories. 

The Fulton House i s a good example of log construction i n 
early architecture. I t also i l l u s t r a t e s the growth of a dwelling 
from the o r i g i n a l section, b u i l t to s a t i s f y immediate needs, 
to a more substantial and roomy dwelling. The house w i l l also 
serve as an educational instrument, since i t i s being restored 
as a community project. 
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