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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

Pennsy lvan ia 
C O U N T Y : 

Washin?^ton 
F O R N P S U S E O N L . Y 

E N T R Y D A T E 

|1. NAME 

Dorsey, Joseph House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ! 

(Z. LOCATtON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

113 Cherry Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

West B r o w n s v i l l e 

Pennsy lvania 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T ; 

26th 
C O U N T Y : 

Wash In '•ton 125 
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CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• S i te • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

O W N E R S H I P 

• P u b l i c 

S P r i v a t e 

! • Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

n o t • In P r o c e s s 

I I B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

S T A T U S 

^ O c c u p i e d 

I I U n o c c u p i e d 

I I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

S No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 C o m m e r c i a l 

I 1 E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta inment 

1 I Gove rnmen t 

I 1 Indus t r ia l 

• M i l i t a r y 

1 I M u s e u m 

• Po rk 

P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

m R e l i g i o u s 

[ I S c i e n t i f i c 

I 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n EH Commen ts 

• Other ^^P-^S^^jJT}^ 

[4. OWNER OF PRQPERTY 
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t̂ S. i:i5CATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Raymond Bpyer 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

(113 Cherry Avenuey tiOirZ 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

B r o w n s v i l l e 
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C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

O f f i c e o f Recorder pf Deeds, Washington Go\anty Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

South Main S t ree t 
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NTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

S t o t z - The A r c h i t e c t u r e of Western Pennsy lvan ia 
DATE OF SURVEY: 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

1 9 1 6 R e g i o n a l D F e d e r o l • State • C o u n t y • L o c a l 

Carnegie L i b n r y of Plt t .qburgh 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
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C I T Y O R T O W N : 

J|)|nO Forba.q Avenue 
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7, DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t S G o o d ( • F a i r • De te r i o ro ted • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

(Check One) 

Altered • Unaltered 

(Check One) 

• Moved Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Dorsey house is a Maryland house form transplanted to Western 
Pennsylvania. It is a two-story, four-bay, stone Georgian house, 
with entrance " throug the left front hay. The roof is moderately 
pitched with one low, wide gable chimney. 
The wails are irregularly coursed, ot random rubble masomy, but the 

quoins are squared and dressed for added comer strength emd to give 
the illusion of a regularly coursed facade. 
The window architraves on the front facade are original to the con­

struction of the house, but the 2-over-2 lights are from the mid-19th 
Century. The exquisite entrance and cornice are the nost distinctive 
features on this elevation. They are most likely derived from 
English architectural design books based on early 18th Centoxry English 
architects' interpretations of Palladian designs. The fluted pilasters 
and comices with modillions and dentils are exquisitely executed. 
The semi-circular fanlight retains most of the original glass. The 
door is approached by a high stone stoop — again, original. 
The rear facade is three bays, with a door in line with the front 

portal. It has a transom and simple pedimented canopy; the latter from 
the 19th Centtiry. The ground story windows are also a later, 19th 
Century alteration, but the second story 12-over-6 sashes are original 
to the construction of the hoiase. The front comice is repeated on 
the back elevation. 
The interior has remained substantially unchanged since it was built. 

There is not even a bathroom in this section. The fine paneling, 
wainscoting, mantels and cabinets on both floors s t i l l exist in visually 
perfect condition. Measured drawings of the interior are included 
in Charles Stotz's book. The Architectural Heritage of Early Westem 
Pennsylvania. 
At the southwest end of the house is a one-story and loft brick 

addition dating from about I83O. 
The minor alterations and additions do not conceal or detract from 

the superb quality of design and execution of the house form and details. 
The house remains in excellent condition and merits designation as one 
of the finest 18th Century houses in America. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

P E R I O D C C h e c k O n e or M o r e a s A p p r o p r i a t e ^ 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n [ (Uj 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry 

x n 18th Cen tu ry 

• 19th Cen tu ry 

• 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATEls) (If Applicable andKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ae Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

[ I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I Indust ry 

I I Invent ion 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l o sophy 

I I S c i e n c e 

I I Scu lp tu re 

I 1 S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

• T h e a t e r 

I 1 T ronspo r ta t i on 

1 I Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other r S p e c f f y ; 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 
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This is a superb esample of what is referred to as the Post 
Colonial style of srchitecture found in Westem Pennsylvania after 
the earlier pioneer period log houses and before the Greek Hevival. 
The style defies exact description. It achieves its unique quality 
and charm from the fact that vernacular builders selectively borrowed 
Georgian, Roman Classical, Adamesque and other European Benaissance 
architectural forms, elements and details^and combined them in the 
builders' own esoteric way. Thus, a particularly characteristic 
phase of building exiats in early Western Pennsylvania architecture. 
This developnent provides a contrast to the building traditions fotind 
in other parts of the country. 
Washington County is fortunate in having several well-preserved stone 

houses in the Westem Pennsylvania Post Colonial axchitectural style. 
Among this group is the trtxly extraordinary Joseph Dorsey house. 
The bviilder was born at Elliott Mills, Maryland. He came to 

Washington County and settle* in East Bethlehem Township̂ where he 
built this stone house. He eventually acquired 1,500 acres of land 
in this section of the county, much of it cultivated by slave labor. 
Historically, the house depii^s the one—time strong Southern 

influence in Westem Pennsylvania. It was the nucleus of an 
early Westem Pennsylvania plantation, dependent, like its Southern 
counterparts, upon slave labor. Settlers from Virginia, first, and 
Maryland, later, migrated across the Alle^enies to settle the 
Western wilderness and estahlish farms and plantations. 

Architecturally, the Dorsey housd is in a remarkable state of 
preservation, with the exception of mid-19th Century 2-over-2' l i ^ t s 
in the front windows, a modern back door and an early 19th Centviry 
brick wing, the house is completely intact on both the interior 
and the exterior. 
The front doorway has a delicate fanli^t with most of the original 

glass intact. The pilaster jambs, pedimented portal^and, recessed 
panels on the intrados display excellent, sophisticated craftsmanship. 

Ccontinued) 



9. MAJOR Bt&LIOGRAPHtCAL REFERENCES 

S t o t z , Char les Morse, j j a r ly A r c h i t e c t u r e of Western 
Pennsy lvan i a , pp. i^3-i|.5, V4i+-lk5, 52-56, 171; 1936 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 
SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G l T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O ^ J G I ' J D C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H t L t . r i T . i R P O I N I O F A P r t O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

° 01 • 15 • 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

79 o 55 , 24 -

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1, acre 
I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E 

, - , , - - ^ ' T 2 i /V .-
RTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR/e<>VV.TY-"TByj>t^ 

CODE COUNTY /' \ / ' hr-. . STATE: 

FORM P R E P A R E D BY 

C O U N T Y : 

OCT 2 213^4 

N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

James D. Van Trtimp, Landmarks Planning;, I n c . 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Washington Coxmty O v e r a l l -Economic ^development 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

One South College Stpeet 
Prosram 

D A T E 

Summer 197? 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington 
n . STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICATION 

As the designated State Lia i son Off icer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

»"valuated according to the c-iteria and procedires set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination i s : 

National • State • L o c a l | S 

Name 

Ti t le 

WEWER 

Executive Director 
Pa. Historical & Mtiseura Commissj an 

Date 

Pennsylvania 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

42-

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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Date 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

Pennsylvania 
C O U N T Y 

V/ashington 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R j D A T E 

M^v t s n 
(Number all entries) 

Dorsey, Joseph House (significance): 

The builder of the entrance most li k e l y was brought to this region 
from the South. Because of i t s early date of execution , i t would have 
been h i ^ l y \inlikely for a local craftsman to display such s k i l l . This 
fine workmanship i s reiterated in the classically detailed cornice. This, 
too, remains in perfect condition. 

The interior has also renaihed substantially unchanged since i t s 
construction. To this day there i s not even a bathroom in the original 
part of the house. The exquisite paneling, mantels, wainscoting and 
cabinets on both floors s t i l l exist in visually perfect condition. 

The Dorsey house transcends i t s Post Colonial counterparts both i n 
design and execution. I t i s elegant, dignified and gracious. The house 
has distinct architectural merit and must be considered one of America's 
best preserved 18th Century houses. 

SP 0 921-7 24 



PROPERTY STATE 

WORKING NUMBER 

TECJH REVIEW 
PHOTOS 

MAPS 
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CONTROL REVIEW 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTOR] ^lAN^J^ / i l ^ f U S f i ^ a ^ ^ -^^^ km 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up f ^ j so j ' ^ i 

Federal Register entry 

Send-back ' 

Re-submit. 

Entered NOV 1 9 |97^ 











Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
NAT IONAL P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N A N D / O R H I S T O R I C NUMERIC CODE (Aaalgn'd by NPS) 

Dorsey, Joseph House 
2. LOCATION 

S T A T E 

Pennsy lvan ia 
C O U N T Y 

Washington 
T O W N 

West B r o w n s v i l l e 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

113 Cherry Avenue 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

S O U R C E 

USGS, 7 . 5 ' Se r ies 
California quad. 

D A T E 

1969 

S C A L E 

l:2I|-000 
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' y ' GPO 932-010 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered jfOV 1 9 1974 

Name Location 

Also Notified 
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