INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-300
(Revt 6-72)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE:

Pennsylvania

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

COUNTY:

Northumberland

INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

ENTRY DATE -
e 3 019t

C OMMON:

Northumberland County Courthouse

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET ANB NUMBER:

207 Market Street

C‘ITY OR :Y‘OWN;: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Sunbury 17th

STATE CoDE |COUNTY: CODE
Pennsylvania 42 “Northumberland 097

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
] STAT

(Check One) FUAIE RS us TO THE PUBLIC
[ District X Building B Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes:
[ site [ Structure |1 Private [ In Process [ Unoccupied [ Restricted

D Object D Both (0 Being Considered ] Preservation work st
in progress ] No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate).
[ Agricultural X Government ] Park [l Transportation [] Comments
[1.Commercial [J Industrial [C] Private Residence [C] Other (Specify)
[] Educational O Military [J Religious
‘[C] Entertainment ] Museum [ Scientific

(]
~
Northumberland County 2
STREET AND NUMBER: o n
207 Market Street o
CITY OR TOWN: ! STATE: ~ODF =
Sunbu iy
4 o
, 5 o o
Court House Recorder of Deeds & ¢
STREET AND NUMBER: =3 3
207 Market Street E_ :
CITY OR TOWN: . - STATE cooe | &
Sunbury 4 Pennsylvania 42 3
. ]
]
[~}
TITLE OF SURVEY T P o . p
None known. Lo 9 MEIP
DATE OF SURVEY: " [0 Federal [J State ][:1 County O LoE 2 9
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: H M ot Sk
W\ NATIONA i
STREET AND NUMBER: = 5 = 13" A =
\(§\ REGISTER 2
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: W CODE :
>
-
m




SCRIPTION

- g T (Check One)
Excellent ] Good ] Fair [ Deteriorated ] Ruins [C] Unexposed
: (Check One) (Check One)
X Altered Unaltered ] Moved [ Original Site

CONDITION

ht1ly
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1 OWH"#HYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present appearance of the courthouse does
not differ substantially from its original appearance. The
courthouse is a three-story, brick building. A three-story
wing, which was added in 1911, extends to the east. The
front facade of the building has three arched doors surrounded
by massive stone work and topped by a stone balcony. This
stone work and the striking corner quoins of the building
were probably made of brownstone quarried near Hummelstown,
Pennsylvania. Second and third story windows on the front
facade are of Italianate style, topped by dripstone. Windows
on other elevations of the building are two stories in height
and contain small windowpanes arranged in a crisscross pattern,
All second-story windows are recessed. The cornice on the fron
is bracketed; elsewhere on the building the cornices are den-
tilled.

The clock tower remains as originally built
except for some ornamentation at its base. Its dome is copper
(now painted). The clock was built by E. Howard of Boston and
installed in 1872. The bell in the tower was presented to the
citizens of Sunbury by Simon Cameron, (Lincoln's Secretary of
War), a native of the area.

In the interior, a marble tiled floor on the
first floor is an original feature. A room on the second floor
of the addition has a coffered ceiling of wood in squares, with
outlined designs in color. S ' "

Alterations to the building have not been exten-
sive., The first-floor windows originally had small panes of
glass; nearly all these panes have been replaced. The orna-
ments originally on the four extended corners of the building
‘have been removed. In 1911, the transverse hall was made into
rooms on either side of the central hall, and the doorways to
the east and west became windows. They retain their original
massive stone door frames on the exterior.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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The Northunberland County Courthouse is a fine
example of the 19th century Romanesque architecture. No
architect was hired to design this building; in 1865 the
county connissio;eri decided to copy the Lycoming County
Courthouse_built in 1861 and designed by Samuel Sloan, a
Philadel a architect :6f some note. He also designed the
Episcopa'“ﬂ it,;&ln ﬁﬁ%ladelphia and the Philadelphia
Savings gﬂ&@gﬁ . The Northumberland County Courthouse
is pract cally: it ical with the 01d Lycoming County Court-
house, which was razedsin 1969.

Tha éou}thouse is significant because it has the
massiveness and solidity of Romanesque masohry that bécame
lost to architectural design when steel girders came into
use. This type of public building is becoming more scarce
throughout the conntry.

o e ddig .

The political and historic lignificance of the
courthouse is greater than that of any other extant building
in the county. It is a symbol of the life of the county
in an age of newly discovered wealth and population increase,
at the time of the Civil War. ;he new wealth created by
the mining of anthracite coal, railroads, and industry, was
accompanied by poverty and unrest, which provided the cli-
mate for the Mollie Maguire murders which shook the area
for years. The Northumberland County courthouse was the
seene of the trial and conviction of the last "Mollie",

Peter McManus, for murder in 1878. The courthouse was also
the scene of ejectment suits which settled boundary disputes,
thus bringing stability to the area. The courthouse is
therefore a bridge linking the past political and legal his-
tory of the county with that of the present. Destruction of
the building will be danaging to that continuity of county
history.
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COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE Aellgned by NPS)
C.ﬁ Northumberland County 2.
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Pennsylvania Northumberland Sunbury
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207 Market Street

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
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Daily Item - Sunbury 7/10/74 Daily Item Office
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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(Type all entries - attach to or en ;closewwitb photograph)
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Northumberland County
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Northumberland
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Sunbury

STREET AND NUMBER

207 Market Street

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT

Daily Item - Sunbury

DATE

6/13/74
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Daily Item Office
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
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Form 10-301 ' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM
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Northumberland County Court- o '
house ) €
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STATE COUNTY TOWN
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STREET AND NUMBER

207 Market Street

3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE

USGS 7.5 Minute Series

DATE

revised: 1973
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Date Entered nen 2 00 1074

Name : Location
Heathside Cottage Pittsburgh
Allegheny County
Harrison House Centerville
Waghington County
Warwick Mills ‘arwick Towmghip
: Chester County
Northumberland County Courthouse Sunbury
(\ ’ Rorthumberland County
Asa Packer Mansion Jin Thorpe
- Carbon County
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Hon., Richard S. Schweiker Mr, Willlam J, Wewer
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Hon. Thomas E. Vorgan Pennsylvania Uistorieal and
Hon. Edwin D. Eshleman Huseum Cormission
Hon, lermsn T, Schneasbeld Box 1026
Hon., Taniel J. Flood Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120
Reglonal Director, Mid-Atlantic
Region
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