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Form 10-300 UNITED S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E INTERIOR 
(Ro>*6-72) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries • complete applicable sections) 

Pennsylvania 
C O U N T Y : 

Horthuaberland 
FOR NPS USE O N L y 

E N T R Y D A T E 

0 1974 

(2. LOCATtON 

C O M M O N : 

Northunberland County Courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

207 Market Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Sunbury 

Pennsylvania 
1 .̂ CLASSIFICATION 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

17th 

Northumberland 097 

CATEGORY 

CCfteck One) 
O W N E R S H I P S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 

• S i te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

3D Public 

• P r i v o t e 

• B o t h 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

1 1 In P r o c e s s 

[ 1 B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

B E O c c u p i e d 

1 1 U n o c c u p i e d 

1 1 P r e s e r v q t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s r 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

2 ] U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

( I .Commercial 

I I Educational 

I I Entertainment 

}4. OWNER OF PRQPERTY 

Government 

I I Industrial 

• Mil i tary 

1 I Museum 

• Pork 

r~l Private Residence 

I I Rel igious 

i I Scientif ic 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specily) 

I 1 Comments 

•— 
OWNER'S N A M E : 

Northumberland Cotmty 
ILI S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

UJ 207 Market Street 
t/t CITY OR TOWN: S T A T E : C O D E 

Sunbury Pennsylvania 42 
15. LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRfPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Coturt House Recorder of Deeds 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

207 Market Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Stmbury 

i^'3I^Ri^|li!^yAyiQN m ExisftiNG SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

None known* 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : ., • Federal • State / J v n County • Lo^ 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Pennsylvania 



7, DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

BQ E x c e l l e n t • Good Q F a i r • De te r i o ro ted • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

CChecfc One) 

a t A l t e r e d F L U n a l t e r e d 

o'^m^'i N ft. (H^So^^ 

( C h e c k One) 

C l M o v e d m O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R l G I N A L ( l 7 ' * h o i v n X 1 ' ' H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The present appearance of the courthouse does 
not differ substantially from i t s original appearance. The 
courthouse is a three-story, brick building. A three-story 
wing, which was added in 1911, extends to the east. The 
front facade of the building has three arched doors stu>rounded 
by massive stone work and topped by a stone balcony. This 
stone work and the striking corner quoins of the building 
were probably made of brownstone quarried near HuomeIstown, 
Pennsylvania. Second and third story windows on the front 
facade are of Italianate style, topped by dripstone. Vimdows 
on other elevations of the building are two stories in height 
and contain small windowpanes arranged in a crisscross pattern. 
A l l second-story windows are recessed. The cornice oa the fronjb 
is bracketed; elsewhere on the building the cornices are den­
t i l l e d . 

The clock tower i^emains as originally built 
except for some ornamentation at i t s base. Its dome is copper 
(now painted). The clock was built by E. Howard of Boston and 
installed in 1872. The bell in the tower was presented to the 
citizens of Simbury by Simon Cameron, (Lincoln's Secretary of 
War), a native of the area. 

In the interior, a marble tiled floor en the 
fi r s t floor i s an original feature. A room on the second floor 
of the addition has a coffered ceiling of wood in squares, with 
outlined designs in color. 

Alterations to the building have not been exten­
sive. The first-floor windows originally had small panes of 
glsss^ nearly a l l these panes have been replaced. The orna­
ments originally on the four extended corners of the building 
have been removed. In 1911, the transverse hall was miide into 
rooms on either side of the central hall, and the doorways to 
the east and west became windows. They regain their original 
massive stone door frames on the exterior. 
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r S I G N I F i C A N C e 

PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate) 

• PTe-Co l i i n fb ia r i i ' Ifrttv C e n t u r y ' 

• 15th C e n t u r y • I7 th Cen tu ry 

Century 

H 19jh Century-'; ' 

• 20 th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(sr (II Applicabie and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGN I FICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

l y i A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I C o m m e r c e 

I 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I Indust ry 

I I Invent ion 

[ I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

Q M i l i t a r y 

n M u s i c 

X I P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l o sophy 

|_J S c i e n c e 

I I Scu lp tu re 

[ I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

• T h e a t e r 

r n T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other ( "Speci fy ; 

U 

ZD 

Q£ 

I -

l U 

L J 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Northumberland County Courthouse is a fine 
exaiqple of the 19th century Romanesque architecture. No 
architect was^^ir,ed to design this building; in ll6^the 
county comiK̂ ssio|uBrl(<;decided te copy the Lycoming County 
6ourthous<'built''ji^ IS^X and designed by Samuel Sloan, a 
Philadel^ia architectJiPl^ some note. He also designed the 
Episcopar%M»it|at01lla {Ml«<i«Ipbia and the Philadelphia 
Savings F«|pa l^f^fij^y* ,lElte Northumberland Couaty Courthouse 
is practleslly: i ^ ^ i ^ i c a l with the Old Lycoming County Court­
house, which was razed^in 1969* 

The <lo«̂rbibattiie is significant becatuie i t has the 
masslveness and solidity of Romanesque •msi»iu?yi'i]ist Kiiene 
lost to architectural design irtien steel girders came into 
use*. This type of puhllG IbuildlAg is beeorniaMT aiô e siearee 
throughout the country. 

The political and historic significance of the 
courthouse is greater than that of any other extant bwlldiag 

,, in the county. It is a S3rmbol of the life of the county 
in an age of newly- , discovered weAlth and pepalatioa iaex^se, 
at the time of the Civil War. The new wealth created by 
the mdLning of anthracite coal, railroads, and industry, was 
accompanied by poverty and unrest, which provided the c l i ­
mate for the Kollie Xaguire murders idiich shook the area 
for years. The Northumberland County oourthouse was the 
seene of the tr i a l and conviction of the last "Kollie", 
Peter M^anus, for murder in 1878. The courthouse was also 
the scene of ejectment suits idiich settled boundary disputes, 
thus bringing stability to the area. The courthouse is 
therefore a bridge linking the past political aad legal his­
tory of the couaty with that of the present. Destruction ef 
the building will be damaging to that continuity of cot^ity 
history. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 0 
R 

L ^ T I T U P E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O 0_R_DJ N A X & 5 
D E F I N I N G T H e . C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P K O P E R T Y 
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C O R N E R L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 
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' C O D E C O U J M CODE S T A T E : ' - ' • , ' : ' ' ' 
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\ NATI6MAL iS? 
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Helea J . Scha f f e r . E l i zabe th H. Kary,. -Ttmirg J . Rarleej J r . 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Northumberland Couttty Historical Society 7-3 2-74 
STREET ANp NUMBER: 

212 Market Street 
CITY OR TOyiff: 

12. S W E uiltj^N OFFlCEfTcmi.^lCAllON" 

AS"the designated State Lia i son Off icer fof the Na i ' 

tional'Histo'ric jPreservatiOn Act of 196i&(Public Law 

89-665), I hereby Viominate this propferty for inclusion . 

in the Notional Register and cert ify that i t has beeh 

B^^iluMea'accfcrding t6 the'^c-iferia afid'proceAires set 

forth by the National I»i*k Service. Thfe'. recommended 

level of s ign i f ic ihce of this'ftomination is ; 

National ' • State. • ' L o c a l ; K 

Name 

J . WEWER 

Title Executive Director 
Pa. Historical and Museum 

Commission . ^ , 
Date /^y%,ry>y — 

NATIONAL REGISTER V6»<F|CATI0»| 
1 C0DE 

I h^r^by portify that this property is included in the 

National Register, 

Director, O/Hce of i4rc/ieology and Historic Preservation 

:I>atP, . • ^ ^ 
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WORKING NUMBER / / . // l H . j ^ l 
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Form 10.301 
(July 19M) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 
1. NAME 
COMMON 

Northumberland Coutity Court­
house 

A N D / O R HISTORIC NUMERIC ^DE (Aooltnod by KPS) 

3. LOCATION 
• T A T E 

Pennsylvania 
C O U N T V 

Northumberland 
TOWN 

Sunbury 
S T H E E T AMO N U M B E R 

1 

207 Market Street 
3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

USGS 7.5 Minute Series 
D A T E 

revised: 1973 
S C A U E 

1:2U,000 

R K O U H t C M K N T S < P R O P E R T Y a O U N D A R I E S , W H E R E R E Q U I R E D , A N D N O R T H A R R O W , 

G P O 9 3 2 . 0 1 0 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE PEflNSYLVAljlA 
t i l . » 

Date Entered fsrr 9 0 1974 

Name Location 

neathside Cottage 

Harrison House 

Warwick m i s 

Northvaaberland County Courthouse 

Aaa Packer Mansion 

Pittsburgh 
Allegheny Cotmty 

Centerville 
Washington County 

l̂ ?arwlck Township 
Chester County 

SunbuTTjr 
Korthuasborland Cotmty 

Jltt Thorpa 
Cftrbon County 

Also Notified 
Hon. Hugh Scott 
Hon. Richard S. Schweiker 
Hon. Wllllanj S, Î oorhead 
Kon. Thoinaa E, I'organ 
Hon. Edwin D, Kshleman 
Hon. li'fcrmn T. Scliaeabeli 
Hon. Daniel J . Flood 
Regional Director, Mid-Atlantic 

Region 

State Historic Prassrvatioa Officer 
Mr. William J . Wewor 
fllxecutive Director 
Pennisylvania nistorical and 

Huseum Corxnisslon 
Box 1026 
Rarrieburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

PR MMott/row 1/2/75 


