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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main section of the Sturgls Pretzed House is = two and one
half story stone structure built by I " il 'Peter Kpeiter in 178L.
The house is constructed of cut stone laid in narrow coursed rows and
is three bays across and two bays deep. Windows.on the first floor are
headed with radiating arches and on the second with flat arches. The
original windows have been replaced by two-over-two Victorian sash.

The main entrance is set off center in the first bay, Its appearance

has been altered by the small Victorian porch addition. A central chimney

straddles the ridge of the steep pitched gable roof.

Before 1861 a one story stone section, constructed in 51m11ar
fashion to the main house, was added to the west gable end. This
addition probably served as a small kitchen wing. When Julius
Sturgis moved to the house and established his pretzel factory in
1861, he added a second story to the small wing. This addition
is constructed of brick and in contrast to the main section has a
flat roof. The box cornice of the main house is carried across
this new addition. During the same year a one and two story
structure, housing the Sturgis Pretzel Factory, was adjoined to the
rear of the house.

Although the house has been converted into a restaurant and
museum, some bf the original woodwork is still extant. Original
detalls of note include: random Plank, pegged floors; exquisite
carved panels on the staircase; hand-gralned doorways and colonades;
and solid wooden doors supported by strap iron hinges. .The house
also features original fireplaces, a smoke house in the attic. uc
Finally:the 1861 factery contains almost all of its original equipment.
Ovens, iron kettles, dough breaking machines, raising-racks, and dry-
ing raéks have ‘abl’ been ‘presérved :and rare stlll used on-a llmlted
basts for demonstration purposes.
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The Sturgis Pretzel Factory begun by Julius Sturgis in 1861
was the first commercial factory for pretzel manufacturing in the
United States. After serving an apprenticeship with a Lititz baker
Julius mowed his wife and fourteen children into the 1784 Kreiter
house in Lititz with the intention of establishing a pretzel bakery.

Julium Sturgis added the brick second story to the west end
first story stone addition and the one and two story factory at the
rear of the Kreiter house the year he moved there, The manufacturing
process which Julius perfected included every step from culturing
yeast to baking and kiln-drying the pretzel dough. Supposedly, the
secret Sturgis pretzel recipe was obtained by Sturgis from a
wandering tramp in the Lititz area. To promote his business
Sturgis established a door to door delivery route within a day's
driving.radius, Oﬂ.thltZ”

1< Production was at its height- 1n119005wben four bakegs and %

- five twisters produced S,OOO pretzels a day. Retall was then extended
to local stores. Until 1951.when the-company-moved to a new: .- -
1ocat10ny) the factory remained 1n operation. The Sturgls Pretzel House
is now operated as a museum where f onstra‘b:.ons of the pretszel
manufacturing are given by Lewis S gis, ninety-one year old son
of the founder.

Architecturally the Krieter/Sturgis Pretzel House is significant
s a late eighteenth century vernacular styled house with central
(chlﬁéﬁ? Not only does the inberior still contain much of the original
k, but also the factory is still equipped with its original
fittings including: bake ovens; iron kettles; dough breaking machines;
and raising and drying racks.
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John's Brunt Mill Bridge

Location

South Branch vicinity
Adams County

{ Sturgis, Julius, Pretzel House Lititz
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Lancaster County

South Coventry Township
Chester County
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Townsend, Samuel and Priscilla, House South Coventry Township

Hon,
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Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Hugh Scott

Richard S. Schweiker
George A. Goodling
Edwin D. Eshleman
John H. Ware

Regional Director, Mid
Atlantic Region

™

Chester County

Also Notified
State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr, William J. Wewer
Executive Director
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120
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