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'ennsylvania 
C O U N T Y : 

Lancaster 
FOR NPS USE O N L l 

E N T R Y D A T E 

1 6 1974 
M* »<AME i i l i i i 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C 

Krister House  
12. LOCATtON 

Julius|;Sturgis/ Pretzel Housb 

S T R E E T A N C t N U M B E R : 

219-221 East Main Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

L i t i t z 
S T A T E 

Pennsylvania tf2-

X O N S R E S S I O N A l _ D I S T R I C T : 

l6th Congressional Dis t r i c t 
C O U N T Y ; 

Lancaster 
C O D E 

-OTT 

I-
(/) 

Z 

3. CLASStFICATION 
CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
O W N E R S H I P S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t 1 3 B u i l d i n g • P u b l i c P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : PCI O c c u p i e d Y e s : 

• S i te • S t ruc tu re P r i v a t e Q In P r o c e s s [ 1 U n o c c u p i e d 
^ R e s t r i c t e d 

• O b j e c t • B o t h i ] B e i n g ' C o n s i d e r e d • P r e s e r v a t i o n work 
1 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

fn progres.** • No 

P R E S E N T U S E ( 'Check O n e o r M o r e as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

.Commercial 

I I Educational 

I I Entertainment 

I I Government 

I I Industrial 

• Mil i tory 

Bel Museum 

Private Residence 

I I Rel igious 

I I Scientif ic 

I I Transportotion 

• Other (Specify) 

1 I Comments 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
_ O W N E R ' S N A M E k C ' 

UJ 
Clyde R. and Barbara Ann Tshudy 

UJ S T PTE E T A N D N U M B E R S 

uu 32 South Broad Street c 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D F 

L i t i t z Pennsylvania U2 
LOCATION OF iLEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Lancaster County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: ,• 

East King and North Duke Streets 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Lancaster 
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7, D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

• Excel lent I S Good • Fair • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

13 Altered • Unaltered 

(•Check One) 

• Moved H Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w r i ) P f l Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The main section of the Sturgis Pretzed House i s ? two and one 
half story stone structure b u i l t by ?:= " •lot. • c^et^^Cffeiter i n 178U. 
The house i s constructed of cut stone l.aid i n narrow coursed, rowg and 
i s three bays across and two bays deep. Windows.on the f i r s t floor are 
headed with radiating arches and on the second with f l a t archea. The 
original windows have been replaced by two-over-two Victorian sash. 
The main entrance i s set off center i n the f i r s t bay. Its appearance 
has been altered by the small Victorian porch addition. A central chimijiey 
straddles the ridge of the steep pitched gable roof. 

Before I86I a one story stone section, constructecT i n similar 
fashion to the main house, was added to the west gable end. This 
addition probably served as a small kitchen wing. When Julius 
Sturgis moved to the house and,established his pretzel factory in 
l86lj he added a second story'to the small wing. This addition 
i s constructed of brick and i n contrast to the main section Bias a 
f l a t roof. The box cornice of the main house i s carried across 
this new addition. During the same year a one and two story 
structure, housing the Sturgis Pretzel Factory, was adjoined to the 
rear of the house. 

m 
m 

Although the house has been converted into a restaurant and 
museim, some t f the original woodwork i s s t i l l extant. Original 
details of note include: random Plank, pegged f loors ; exquisite 
carved panels on the staircase; hand-grained doorways and colonades; 
and sol id wooden doors supported by strap iron hinges. sTh^ house 
also features original f ireplaces, a smoke house in the at t ic . , n;' 
Finally^'the'-l86l7i?a6toFy'contains almost a l l of i t s original-equipment. 
Ovens, iron kettles, dough breaking machines, raising-racks, and dry­
ing raeks have'all'been''preserved and. rare s t i l l used on'a l imited 
basts for demonstration purposes. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Z 

o 

u 

z 

LU 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i o n 1 - • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry 

C 18th CeTitury 

5^1 19th Cen tu ry 

• 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATECSI (If Applicable andKnown) 178U and 1861 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i i i a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

S A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I 1 C o m m e r c e 

1 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

4 I E d u c o t i o o 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

^ Indust ry 

I I Invent ion 

I I L o n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r o t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i . t i i : a l ~ - j r r : : T : - ~ r Q : U.rJlioji. P l a n n i n g 

• Rej-rgivn/JPitx--" r ' ' S P e c i f y J 

l osophy 

S c i e n c e , 

Q Scu lp tu re 

• S o c i a l / H u m a n -

i to r i an 

• T h e a t e r 

i 1 T ranspor ta t ron ' 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Sturgis Pretzel Factory begun by Julius Sturgis i n l 8 6 l 
was the f i r s t commercial factory for pretzel manufacturing i n the 
United States. After serving an.,apprenticeship with a L i t i t z baker 
Julius mowed his wife and fourteen children into the I78U Kreiter 
house in L i t i t z with the intention of establishing a pretzel bakery. 

Julium Sturgis added the bridk second story to the west end 
f i r s t story stone addition and the one and two story factory at the 
rear of the Kreiter house the year he moved there, The manufacturing 
process which Julius perfected included every step from culturing 
yeast to baking and kiln-drying the pretzel dough. Supposedly, the 
secret Sturgis pretzel recipe was obtained by Sturgis from a 
wandering tramp i n the L i t i t z area. To promote his business 
Sturgis established a door to door delivery route within a day's 
drivingvEadius,.of., L i t i t z . , , , 

ii'. v Production was at i t s hetght-iijjl?00-,^^ern four bake?;s-.and 
f ive twisters produced 5,000 pretzels a day. Retail was then extended 
to local stores. U n t i l 195l.;'»bew tht'zcOi^panyrjiioTfad .t? , a nejij,- \-.-. -. 
locationj^ the factory remained in/deration. The Sturgis Pretzel House 
is now operated as a museum where demonstrations of the pretzel 
manufacturing are given by Lewis Swrgis, ninety-one year old son 
of the founder. 

Architecturally the Krieter/Sturgis Pretzel House i s significant 
i s a late eighteenth century vernacular styled house with central 
chimeiQr. Not only does the interior s t i l l contain much of the original 

^ but also the factory i s s t i l l equipped with i t s original 
f i t t i n g s including: bake ovens; iron kettles; dough breaking machines; 
and raising and drying racks. 



9. MAJOR B IBL IOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Buch, Robert D. , and Ralph Henry Sides. The Pretzel Story. Lincoln, 
PA: Buch Records Inc. , 1966. 

Catholic Witness. Harrisburg. 
Lancaster New Era. Lancaster. 
Pennsylvania Farmer. Harrisburg. 
World Book Encyclopaedia. V o l . P, Chicago: F ie ld Enterprises JJ 

E3UCational Gferporation, 1971, 68U, 

10. G E O G R A P H I C A L DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M inu tes S e c o n d s 

L 4 T 1 T U n E A N D L O N G I " r ' J O E C O O R D I N A X - E ?  

D E F I N I N G T H t i t t r ^ T Z R P O I N T O F A P H O P E R T Y  

_ g ^ ^ _ ? . T H j J ^ ^ T , E N A C t ^ E S , . ^ ^ _ . , 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

Uo ° 09 ' 23 • 

L O N G l T U D E 

Deg rees M i n u t e s Seconds 

76 ° 18 • 02 " 
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I f . FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

wi±±iam K. watson Hns-Dorian <v .laner, c . 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

.STrnr.n 7!T,nfif» nr. flnrlfi -
D A T E 

PA, H i s t o r i c a l and MuseuJn Cc5mm;issiQMd.:̂  s i x i .•..".By 0c 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Box 1026, Wi l l i am Penn Memorial Museum '10:1-3. .cjctir i - ^ 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Harrisburg 
12. S T A T E LIAISON O F F I C E R C t R T I P t C A T I O N 

S T A T E -

Pennsylvania 
d O D E 

w NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

oo 

As the designated State Lia ison Off icer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-66SJ, Thereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and cp^tify that it |has.been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National ^ State • L o c a l • 

I hereby certify that this property-is included in the 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

I 

Director of 
Tit le 

Pennsylvania His tor ica l & 
Museum Commission 

Date ^ (Ty y V 
G P O 931-894 



PROPERTY Sturgis. J u l i u s . Pretzel Hou.ciP. STAT: 1 ^ 
WORKING NUMBER 

TECH REVIEW, 
PHOTOS 

MAPS / 

7^/do 

CONTROL REVIEW 

II. / 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST "Ŵ -̂ tÛ Ŵ ^ Tj^J^jfew 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF r 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up .  

Federal Register entry ' V - 'T) ^ 

Send-back 

Re-submit. 

Entered DEC ̂  ̂  
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

\y NAME 

Pennsylvania 

Lancaster 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

DEC 1 6' 

C O M M O N : Jglins Storgle Pretael Houae 
AND/OR HISTORIC: Krictej* House 

2. LOCATtON 

U 

3 

OC 

z 

Ui 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

219-221 Eaat Main Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Pennsylyania A2_ 
C O U N T Y : 

Lancaster 
C O D E 

~wnr 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

S O U R C E : 

P.S.C.SfG.S. Map &»5 series L i t i t s Quadrangle 
1:24,000 
Photorevised 1969 

4. REQUWEMENTS 
T O B F . I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundar ies where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

U . S . G O V E R N M E N T P R I N T I N G OF 
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OCT 3 0197<\ i 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE PENNSYLVANTA 

Date Entered flEC ^ ^ 

4 

Name Location 

John's Brunt M i l l Bridge 

^ ^ ^ t u r g i s , J u l i u s , Pretzel House 

Meredith, Simon, House 

Coventry H a l l 

Townsend, Samuiel and P r i s c i l l a , House 

South Branch v i c i n i t y 
Adams County 

L i t i t z 
Lancaster County 

South Coventry Township 
Chester County 

South Coventry Township 
Chester County 

South Coventry Township 
Chester County 

Also Notified 
Hon. Hugh Scott 
Hon. Richard S. Schweiker 
Hon. George A. Goodling 
Hon. Edwin D. Eshleman 
Hon. John H. Ware 

Regional Director, Mid 

A t l a n t i c Region 

State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 
Mr. William J , Wewer 
Executive Director 
Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l and Museum Commission 
Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

PR MMott/cha 12-23-74 


