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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I t k n o w n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

This house is located along the east side of Pennsylvania Route 75 
about four miles north of Fort Loudon near Richmond Furnace, Metal Township 
i n Franklin County. I t i s situated on a gentle slope i n Path Valley and 
faces west or toward the road. 

The structure i s a two story, nine bay dwelling with white trim. I t 
consists of a five bay o r i g i n a l section measuring 43' x 25' with a four bay 
addition attached on an axis at i t s north gable end. 

The walls are of coursed l o c a l fieldstone at the facade and rubble 
and roughly coursed stone at the side and rear elevations. Some decorative 
stone work is present on the e a r l i e r section of the house. Stones of the 
facade wall are f i n e l y coursed and are close to uniform s i z e . Large rectan­
gular blocks of stone are set between the f i r s t story windows, even with 
thei r l i n t e l s . F l a t arches are present above f i r s t story openings of a l l 
exposed walls of the e a r l i e r section. A segmental stone arch lined with 
header bricks i s present over the c e l l a r entrance i n the south gable end. 
Stone work i n the walls of the addition lacks uniformity and shows less 
concern for careful masonry. 

Windows appear to have been placed evenly i n the facade w a l l . Openings 
contain s i x over nine l i g h t double hung sashes at the f i r s t floor l e v e l and 
s i x over s i x pane sashes at the second story. They are held within wide 
wooden frames showing pegged joining with quirked quarter round molded 
trim. Second story windows are framed immediately below the roof 
plate. Windows at the rear of the house appear similar but are placed at 
random i n the walls. I t should be noted that the second opening from the 
north end of the front elevation of the e a r l i e r section was at one time 
enlarged to a door. In the addition, windows show narrow framing finished 
with a bead. 

The main entrance i s located i n the center bay of the facade. The 
doorway is treated very simply with framing similar to the windows. The 
door has s i x raised panels trimmed with p l a i n quarter round molding. I t 
i s topped with a narrow eight l i g h t transom. Two entrances are present 
at the rear of the house. 

The roof i s covered with asphalt shingles and extends for several 
inches beyond the end walls of the house. Simple boxing finishes the eaves. 
Stone chimneys are located inside each gable end and inside the north gable 
end of the o r i g i n a l structure. 

The i n t e r i o r of the e a r l i e r section is divided by a central h a l l . 
South of the h a l l i s one large room, formal i n appearance with a f i r e ­
place at the center of i t s end w a l l . North of the h a l l are two rooms 
divided by a board p a r t i t i o n . The larger of these rooms, i n the northwest 
corner of the house, is equipped with a sizeable fireplace and a cupboard. 
Behind i t i s a small windowless room. 
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7. Description (continued) 

Inter i o r woodwork i s simple with chair r a i l present i n major rooms. The 
main s t a i r displays a plan squared newel and balusters. There i s no decorative 
carving. 

The house i s i n excellent condition and is being refurbished by the present 
owners with an ef f o r t at restoration. I t i s located on a tract containing 
96.3!f acres. 
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The area of significance of this house i s i t s architecture. The 
property i s also s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s association with the early iron 
industry i n Franklin County; * '"̂  it..-»wJ 

The house is a well preserved and maintained example of the early 
vernacular architecture of the Cumberland Valley. Constructed of l o c a l 
fieldstone i n the five bay center h a l l plan, i t represents a major 
architectural group of Pennsylvania and the Cumberland and Shenandoah 
Valleys. 

The structure i s not l i s t e d i n the U. S. Direct jax of 1798 and so 
was probably b u i l t after that time. However, the materials .and techniques 
used i n building this house would suggest a construction date quite 
early i n the nineteenth century. The north addition appears to have been 
b u i l t during the second quarter of the nineteenth century. 

The property on which this house stands o r i g i n a l l y belonged to Col. 
Benjamin Chambers, founder of Chambersburg who owned 623 acres of land near 
the present s i t e of Richmond Furnace for which he received a warrent i n 
1757. In 1779 the 623 acres were divided among Chamber's four sons. The 
Mt. Pleasant Iron Works eventually became the property of George Chambers 
and was opened i n 1783 as one of the e a r l i e s t successful iron operations 
i n the county. 

According to lo c a l historians the Mount Pleasant Furnace was closed 
i n 1834 and the Forge ceased operation i n 1843. The land remained i n the 
Chambers name u n t i l 1852. A new furnace opened on the property during 
the third quarter of the nineteenth century. In 1869 the Iron Works was 
known as the Southern Pennsylvania Railway and Mining Company. Richmond 
Jones became President of the Company by 1873. The area has since been 
known as Richmond Furnace.^ 

No physical evidence of the old Mt. Pleasant Iron Works i s apparent 
today. 

Harry E. Foreman, "Birth of the Ir on Industry", Kittochtinny 

H i s t o r i c a l Society Papers, (Chambersburg, Pa.: n.p.), 1957, p. 390 f f . 
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 

Bureau for Historic Preservation 
Post Office Box 1026 

Hanisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026 

March 29, 1995 

Patrick Andrus 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of Interior 
P.O. Box 37127, 

Washington, D.C. 20013 

re: Small House, Mount Pleasant, Franklin County, PA. 

Dear Mr. Andruss. 
It has come to our attention that the above referenced resource has 
been incorrectly listed in the National Register. The name used for 
listing was its contemporary name, at the time of listing, rather 
than the Historic Name. 

The Historic Name listed on the original submission is the correct 
name: Mount Pleasant Iron Works, to which the word "House" should 
be added. The correct name, then, is "Mount Pleasant Iron Works 
House." Since neither the National Register or the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania lists common names anymore, no correction of that name 
is needed. 

Thank you, in advance, for making sure the correction is made. Once 
this has occurred, I will make sure the name is also corrected in 
our data base and HHP's NR files. If I can be of any assistance, 
please feel free to call on me. 

Sincerely, 

q Re Doug Reynfe 
National Register Program, BHP 

cc: NR f i l e 


