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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

HARMONY WAS LAID OUT BY GEORGE RAPP IN 1804 oN LAND (5,000
ACRES) PURCHASED FROM DETMAR BAsse. MN THE SPRING OF 1805 THE
300 FeLLOWERS OF RAPP, WHO HAD SPENT THE WINTER IN PHILADELPHIA
AND BALTIMORE, MOVED TO THE TRACT OF LAND IN THE FORESTS OF
ButLerR CouNTY. THE RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY, KNOWN AS THE HARMONIE
SOCIETY, WAS FORMALLY ESTABLISHED AS A COMMUNISTIC UNIT WITH A
COMMON FUND IN FEBRUARY OF 1805\ IN THE ENSUING TEN YEARS, THE
SOCIETY, UNDER THE AEGIS OF GEORGE RAapp AND FREDERICK REICHERT
H1S ADOPTED SON, DEVELOPED INTO A PROSPEROUS AGRICULTURAL AND
MANRFACTURING COMMUN| TY.

A NUMBER OF BUILDINGS BUILT BY THE HARMONISTS BETWEEN
1805 AND 1814 ARE STILL EXTANT. |IN GENERAL THE ARCHITECTURAL STYLE
IS A FUSION OF OLD WORLD TRADITION AND THE CURRENT COLONIAL STYLES.
THE ORIGIANL LOG CABINS BUILT IN 1804-05 WERE QUICKLY REPLACED
BY MORE SUBSTANTIAL BRICK BUILDINGS. THE TOWN WAS LAID OUT
AROUND A CENTRAL SQUARE AND SURROUNDED BY FIELDS, GARDENS, AND
MEADOWS §§, A LARGE MAZE-GARDEN WAS THE PARTICULAR PRIDE OF GEORGE RapP.

Y 1814 THE TOWN HAD APPROXIMATELY 150 STRUCTURES INCLUDING

SIX LARGE BRICK HOUSESY AN INN, A STORE, A MEETINGHOUSE, A BRICK
WEAVERY, A DYEING FACTORY, TWO WOOLEN FACTORIES, A FOUR STORY
GRANARY, TWO DISTILLERIES, TWO FLOUR MILLS, TWO FULLING MILLS,
A BREWERY, A NAIL FACTORY, A HEMP MILL, AN OIL FACTORY, FOUR
LARGE BARNS, AND A LARGE BRICK WAREHOUSE AT THE CONFLUENCE OF
THE OHI10 AND BEAVER RIVERS.SSURVIVING HARMONIST:BUILDINGS ARE
AS FOLLOWS:

VA GREAT House(BeENTEL BuiLpinGg), MERCER AND MAIN STs., A LARGE
2% STORY, BRICK BUILDING WITH A TWO STORY REAR EXTENSION. THE
BASEMENT CONTAINS A STONE ARCHED WINE CELLAR. THE MAIN ENTRANCE
HAS A CARVED STONE LINTEL WITH A KEYSTONE DEPICTING THE VIRGIN
SoPHIA. THE BUILDING NOW HOUSES A MUSEUM DEPICTING THE EARLY
LIFEQOF THE COMMUNITY.

HARMONIST CHURCH (28®8) MERCER & MAIN STs., A Two STORY
BRICK BUILDING WITH LONG RECTANGULAR WINDOWS. A NEW FACADE AND
TOWER HAVE BEEN ADDED IN RECENT YEARS AND MOST OF THE ORIGINAL
iNTERIORS REMOVED.

*LaNGENBACHER House, MAIN ST., A 2 10STORY, STUCCO OVER BRICK
HOUSE WITH A REAR TWO STORY HALL AND MEETING ROOM ADDITION.
A TWO STORY PORCH RUNS ACROSS THE FRONT FACADE. ONE OF THE FIRST
LARGE BUILDINGS BUILT BY THE HARMONISTS.

FREDERICK Rapp House, NoRTH MaIN ST., A 24 STORY BRICK HOUSE
BUILT FOR RAPP's ADOPTED SON. THE HOUSE HAS A FINE GEORGIAN
DOORWAY WITH FANLIGHT. THE BRICK 1S LAID IN FLEMISH BOND WITH
GLAZED HEADERS.

©ATHE STOHR, MAIN ST., A LARGE 2} STORY, GABLE ROOF, BRICK
BUILDING WHICH SERVED AS THE COMMUNITY STORE. THE ORIGINAL
ENTRANCES, NOW BRICKED WINDOWS, HAVE CARVED STONE FRAMES.

«BeamM HoTeEL, MAIN & MERCER STs., A LARGE 3 STORY BRICK
BUILDING WITH REAR EXTENSION. THE LINTEL STONE OVER ONE ENT
BEAR{ THE DATE OF 1806. THE THIRD STORY IS A MUCH LATER ADD

OperA _House, MERCER ST., A TwOo STORY, BRICK AND FRAME \
BUILDING. THE SECOND FLOOR IS FRAME COVERED WITH CLAPBOARD.
Two PALLADIAN WINDOWS ARE LOCATED IN THE SECOND FLOOR FACADE.

NTHREE OF THE SOCIETY'S MEMBERS! HOUSES ALSO SURVIVE. THE
WAGNER House oN MAINST., THE ScHmMiTT House oN MAIN ST. AND THE
ScHREIBER HOuse oN Woob ST., ARE ALL 2% STORY, GABLE ROOF,
BRICK HOUSES OF SIMPLE DESIGN. Two MENNONITE HOUSES AT GERMAN
AND Woobp STs., AND MaiN AND JACKSON STS. ARE ALSO LOCATED WITHIN
THE DISTRICT. THESE 2% STORY, SIMPLE BRICK HOUSES WERE
BUILT IN THE 1820's AFTER THE HARMONISTS HAD SOLD THEIR HOLDINGS
AND MOVED TO INDIANA. .

ALL OF THE ABOVE BUILDINGS HAVE UNDERGONE ALTERATIONS OF

VARYING DEGREES, YET AS A WHOLE ARE IN FAIR TO GOOD CONDITION.
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7. DeEscripTiON CoNT!D.

THE PROPOSED HARMONY HisToRIC DISTRICT INCLUDES MOST OF THE
EXTANT BUILDINGS OF THE ORIGINAL TOWN. THE BOUNDARIES OF THE DISTRICT
RUN AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE POINT OF THE INTERSECTION OF THE
NORTH SIDE OF GERMAN ST. AND THE EAST SIDE OF CHURCH ALLEY, THENCE
EASTWARD ALONG THE NORTH SIDE OF GERMAN ST. TO THE WEST SIDE OF Woob ST.;
THENCE NORTH ALONG THE WEST SIDE OF WooD ST. TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER
OF MERCER AND WooD STs.; THENCE EAST ALONG THE NORTH SIDE OF MERCER
ST. To THE REAR PROPERTY LINE OF THE HOUSES FRONTING ON Woob ST.;
THENCE NORTH TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE SCHREIBER PROPERTY; THENCE
WEST ALONG THE NORTH PROPERTY LINE TO THE WEST SIDE OF Woop ST.;
THENCE NORTH ALONG THE WEST SIDE OF Woobp ST. TO THE SOUTH BANK OF
THE CONNOQUENESSING CREEK; THENCE WEST ALONG THE SOUTH BANK TO THE
EAST SIDE OF WILSON ALLEY EXTENDED; THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE EAST
SIDE OF WILSON AND CHURCH ALLEYs TO GERMAN ST.

NATIONAL
REGISTER

GPO 921.724
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

HARMONY WAS THE FIRST HOME OF THE HARMONIE SOCIETY, FORMALLY
ESTABLISHED BY GEORGE Rapp IN 1805. ORGANIZED AS A COMMUNITARIAN
THEOCRACY UNDER RAPP'Ss SPIRITUAL CONTROL, THE SMALL GROUP OF
GERMAN PIETISTS BUILT A PROSPEROUS COMMUNITY IN THE PENNSYLVANIA
WILDERNESS WITHIN THE SPAN OF 10 YEARS. .

RAPP ARRIVED IN BALTIMORE IN 1803, PURCHASED A LARGE TRACT OF
LAND IN BUTLER COUNTY THE NEXT YEAR, AND IMMEDIATELY SET ABOUT
CARVING A TOWN OUT OF THE WILDERNESS. THE ORIGINAL LOG CABINS WERE
SOON REPLACED BY SUBSTANTIAL BRICK HOUSES. UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF
FREDERICK RAPRP THE ECONOMY OF THE GROUP GREW FROM ONE OF SELF-SUB=—
SISTENCE AGRICULTURE TO ONE OF DIVERSIFKED MANUFACTURING. By 1814
THE SOCIETY AHD 700 MEMBERS, A TOWN OF 150 BRICK BUILDINGS,

NUMEROUS FACTORIES AND PROCESSING PLANTS, AND 7,000 ACRES OF LAND,
2,000 OF WHICH WAS CLEARED. |TS MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS, PARTICULARLY
TEXTILES AND WOOLENS, GAINED A WIDESPREAD REPUTATION FOR EXCELLENCE.
By 1814 THE SOCIETY HAD OUTGROWN |ITS MARKETS, AND THIS ALONG

WITH THE DESIRE TO FIND LAND SUITABLE FOR VINEYARDS PROMPTED THE
SOCIETY TO SELL ALL THEIR HOLDINGS TO A MENNONITE GROUP AND MOVE

TO A SITE ON THE WABASH RIVER IN INDIANA. HERE AGAIN THEY BUILT

A PROSPEROUS COMMUNITY ONLY TO SELL IT To RoBERT'OWENS 1IN 1825.

THE SOCIETY RETURNED TO PENNSYLVANIA AND BUILT THEIR THIRD AND
FINAL HOME AT EcoNoMy ON.THE OH10 RiIVER. THE PEAK OF THEIR
FINANCIAL PROSPERITY WAS REACHED IN 1866. THE PRACTICE OF CELIBACY
AND THE USUAL SCHISMS THINNED THE SOCIETY'S RANKS, YET THE
COMMUN|TY WAS NOT DISSOLVED UNTIL 1905.

THE HARMONIE SOCIETY WAS ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL OF AMER!CA'S
MANY UTOPIAN COMMUNITIES. ™ TS HIGH DEGREE OF COMMERCIALIZATION
CAUSED IT TO PLAY AN [IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA. HARMONIST MANUFACTURES WERE SOLD AS FAR AWAY
As New ORLEANS, AND THEIR INVESTMENTS IN RAILS, CANALS, OIL FIELDS,
LUMBER, AND BANKS, PROVIDED A GREAT STIMULUS TO THE LOCAL ECONOMY.,®
THE SURVIVING BUILDINGS OF HARMONY PROVIDE A KEEN INSIGHT INTO THE
LIFE OF THIS COMMUNITY. MANY OF THE HOUSES HAVE GREAT ARCHITECTURAL
MERIT. THE FREDERICK RAPP HOUSE WITH ITS FINE EXTERIOR DECORATION
IS PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT. THE PROPOSED HISTORIC DISTRICT WILL
INCLUDE MGST OF THE OLD TOWN CENTER AND INSURE THE PRESERVATION
OF THE FIRST HOME OF THE HARMONIE SOoCIETY.
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R LADELPRIA: UNIVERSITY OF PA., 1065.
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(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
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COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
1
HarRMONY HisTorICc DisTRICT MAR 2 1973
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
PENNSYLVANIA BUTLER HARMONY
STREET AND NUMBER
3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE DATE SCALE
W. WEINGARTNER 1833
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-ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
sTaTe PENNSYLVANIA
. MAR 21 1973

Date Entered
Name * Location

Harmony Historic District . Harmony
. ' Butler County

Also Notified .

State Liaison Officer .

Hon. Richard 8. Schweiker Mr. William J. Wewer
Hon. Hugh Scott Executive Director ‘
Hon. Frank M. Clark . ' Pennsylvania Historical and
Director, Northeast Region R Museum Cormission

" Box 1026

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108
(PHR NRowland: jec  3/29/73 ’
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F.Y. 1973
APPORTIONMENT
WARRANT
NOMINATION

(DUE 1 APRIL 1973)

IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THIS
NOMINATION BY 1 MAY 73, PLEASE NOTIFY US AT ONCE

INT: 3097-72
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(Date form complete ;:

barmony Historie District 73002728

(Resource Name) (Reference Number|s])
Butler . . 74&::%@42

_ (County) : : tate)

STATUS: ;
1.MISSING ____ 2. REMOVED/ _ 3. NHL ATR ___ 5MRA__ 6.0VER-_ 7.NPS-___ 8.DOE - ___ 9. RESTRICTED
DEMOLISHED SIZED UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION _—

EXPLANATION:

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos ( )
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( ) :

2. : / /
(Cause for removal) ; (Date Removed)

3. ' / /
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) (Date Designated)

4.

(if multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location)

(TR or MBRA Name)

5.
(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location)
6.
(Location of oversize file)
7. _ / /
(Current source of partial documentation) : ’ (Target Date)
: :
COMMENTS: : 1/ /
(Where found, or source of replacement) : (Date Found/Replaced)
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE National Register of Historic Places WASO 21°

Locator Card : JAN. 1986




