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\7. DESCRtPTlON 

CONDITION 
• Excellent 
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(xl Good Q Fair • Deterioroted Q Ruins • Unexposed 
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Altered • Unaltered 

(Check One) 

n Moved H Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

HARMONY WAS LAID OUT BY GEORGE RAPP IN I804 ON LAND (5,000 
A C R E S ) PURCHASED FROM DETMAR B A S S E . N N THE SPRING OF 1805 THE 
300 FOLLOWERS OF R A P P , WHO HAD SPENT THE WINTER IN PHILADELPHIA 
AND B A L T I M O R E , MOVED TO T H E T R A C T OF L A N D I N THE F O R E S T S OF 
BUTLER COUNTY. THE RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY, KNOWN AS THE HARMONIE 
SOCIETY, WAS FORMALLY ESTABLISHED AS A COMMUNISTIC UNIT WITH A 
COMMON FUND IN FEBRUARY OF 1 8 0 ^ IN THE ENSUING TEN YEARS, THE 
SOCIETY, UNDER THE AEGIS OF GEORGE RAPP AND FREDERICK REICHERT 
HIS A D O P T E D SON, D E V E L O P E D INTO A PROSPEROUS AGRICULTURAL AND 
MAt^FACTUR I NG COMMUNITY. 

A NUMBER OF BUILDINGS BUILT BY THE HARMONISTS BETWEEN 
1805 AND 1814 ARE STILL EXTANT. I N GENERAL THE ARCHITECTURAL STYLE 
I S A F U S I O N OF OLD WORLD T R A D I T I O N AND THE C U R R E N T C O L O N I A L S T Y L E S . 
THE ORIGI^^I^L LOG CABINS BUILT IN 1804-05 WERE QUICKLY REPLACED 
BY MORE S U B S T A N T I A L BRICK BUILDINGS. THE TOWN WAS LAID OUT 
AROUND A CENTRAL SQUARE AND SURROUNDED BY FIELDS, GARDENS, AND 
MEADOWS.\A LARGE MAZE-GARDEN WAS THE PARTICULAR PRIDE OF GEORGE R A P P , 

^ Y 1814 THE TOWN HAD APPROXIMATELY 150 STRUCTURES INCLUDING 
SIX LARGE BRICK HOUSES^ AN INN, A STORE, A MEETINGHOUSE, A BRICK 
WEAVERY, A DYEING FACTORY, TWO WOOLEN FACTORIES, A FOUR STORY 
GRANARY, TWO DISTILLERIES, TWO FLOUR MILLS, TWO FULLING MILLS, 
A BREWERY, A NAIL FACTORY, A HEMP MILL, AN OIL FACTORY, FOUR 
LARGE BARNS, AND A LARGE BFOCK WAREHOUSE AT THE CONFLUENCE OF 
THE OHIO AND BEAVER RIVERS.*SURVIVING HARMONIST. BUILDINGS ARE 
AS FOLLOWS: 

* GREAT HOUSE(BENTEL BUILDING), MERCER AND MAIN STS., A LARGE 
2 i STORY, B R I C K B U I L D I N G WITH A TWO STORY REAR EXTENSION. T H E 
BASEMENT CONTAINS A STONE ARCHED WINE CELLAR. THE MAIN ENTRANCE 
H A S A C A R V E D S T O N E L I N T E L WITH A K E Y S T O N E D E P I C T I N G T H E V I R G I N 
S O P H I A . T H E B U I L D I N G NOW H O U S E S A M U S E U M D E P I C T I N G T H E E A R L Y 
L I F E ^ O F T H E C O M M U N I T Y . 

H A R M O N I S T C H U R C H ( i 8 i 8 ) M E R C E R & M A I N S T S . , A TWO S T O R Y 
BRICK B U I L D I N G WITH LONG RECTANGULAR WINDOWS. A NEW FACADE AND 
TOWER HAVE BEEN ADDED IN RECENT YEARS AND MOST OF THE ORIGINAL 
r-iTERIORS REMOVED. 

' L A N G E N B A C H E R H O U S E , M A I N S T . . , A 25- - S T O R Y , S T U C C O O V E R B R I C ! K 
HOUSE WITH A REAR TWO STORY HALL AND M E E T I N G ROOM A D D I T I O N . 
A TWO STORY PORCH RUNS ACROSS THE FRONT FACADE. ONE OF THE FIRST 
LARGG BUILDINGS BUILT BY THE HARMONISTS. 

FREDERICK RAPP HQUSE, NORTH MAIN ST., A 2^ STORY BRICK HOUSE 
B U I L T F O R R A P P ' S A D O P T E D S O N . T H E H O U S E H A S A F I N E G E O R G I A N 
D O O R W A Y W I T H F A N L I G H T . T H E B R I C K I S L A I D IN F L E M I S H B O N D W I T H 
GLAZED HEADERS. 

^THE STOHR, MAIN ST., A LARGE 2^ STORY, GABLE ROOF, BRIC 
BUILDING WHICH SERVED AS THE COMMUNITY STORE. THE ORIGINAL 
ENTRANCES, NOW BRICKED WINDOWS, HAVE CARVED STONE FRAMES. 

*BEAM HOTEL, MAIN & MERCER STS., A LARGE 3 STORY BRICK 
BUILDING WITH REAR EXTENSION. THE LINTEL STONE OVER ONE ENTi 
B E A R ^ THE DATE OF 1806. THE THIRD STORY IS A MUCH LATER ADD 

OPERA HOUSE, MERCER ST., A TWO STORY, BRICK AND FRAME 
BUILDING. THE SECOND FLOOR IS FRAME COVERED WITH CLAPBOARD. 
TWO PALLADIAN WINDOWS ARE LOCATED IN THE SECOND FLOOR FACADE 

\THREE OF THE SOCIETY'S MEMBERS' HOUSES ALSO SURVIVE. THE 
WAGNER HOUSE ON MAINST., THE SCHMITT HOUSE ON MAIN ST. AND THE 
SCHREIBER HOUSE ON WOOD ST., ARE ALL 2^ STORY, GABLE ROOF, 
BRICK HOUSES OF SIMPLE DESIGN. TWO MENNONITE HOUSES AT GERMAN 
AND WOOD STS., AND MAIN AND JACKSON STS. ARE ALSO LOCATED WITHIN 
THE DISTRICT. THESE 2^ STORY, SIMPLE BRICK HOUSES WERE 
BUILT IN THE 1820'S AFTER THE HARMONISTS HAD SOLD THEIR HOLDINGS 
AND MOVED TO INDIANA. 

A L L OF THE ABOVE BUILDINGS HAVE UNDERGONE ALTERATIONS OF 
VARYING DEGREES, YET AS A WHOLE ARE IN FAIR TO GOOD CONDITION. 
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7. DESCRIPTION CONT'D. 

THE PROPOSED HARMONY HISTORIC DISTRICT INCLUDES MOST OF THE 
EXTANT BUILDINGS OF THE ORIGINAL TOWN. THE BOUNDARIES OF THE DISTRICT 
RUN AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE POINT OF THE INTERSECTION OF THE 
NORTH SIDE OF GERMAN S T . AND THE EAST SIDE OF CHURCH A L L E Y , THENCE 
EASTWARD ALONG THE NORTH SIDE OF GERMAN S T . TO THE WEST SIDE OF WoOD S T . ; 
THENCE NORTH ALONG THE WEST SIDE OF WOOD S T . TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF MERCER AND WOOD STS.; THENCE EAST ALONG THE NORTH SIDE OF MERCER 
ST. TO THE REAR PROPERTY LINE OF THE HOUSES FRONTING ON WOOD ST.; 
THENCE NORTH TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE SCHREIBER PROPERTY; THENCE 
WEST ALONG THE NORTH PROPERTY LINE TO THE WEST SIDE OF WOOD ST.; 
THENCE NORTH ALONG THE WEST SIDE OF WOOD ST. TO THE SOUTH BANK OF 
THE CONNOQUENESSING CREEK; THENCE WEST ALONG THE SOUTH BANK TO THE 
EAST SIDE OF WiLSON A L L E Y EXTENDED; THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE EAST 
SIDE OF WILSON AND CHURCH ALLEYS TO GERMAN S T . 

GPO 921-7 24 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

HARMONY WAS THE FIRST HOME OF THE HARMONIE SOCIETY, FORMALLY 
E S T A B L I S H E D BY G E O R G E R A P P IN 1 8 0 5 . O R G A N I Z E D AS A COMMUNITARIAN 
THEOCRACY UNDER R A P P ' S S P I R I T U A L C O N T R O L , THE SMALL GROUP OF 
GERMAN PIETISTS BUILT A PROSPEROUS COMMUNITY IN THE PENNSYLVANIA 
WILDERNESS WITHIN THE SPAN OF 10 YEARS. 

RAPP ARRIVED IN BALTIMORE IN 1803, PURCHASED A LARGE TRACT OF 
LAND IN BUTLER COUNTY THE NEXT YEAR, AND IMMEDIATELY SET ABOUT 
CARVING A TOWN OUT OF THE WILDERNESS. THE ORIGINAL LOG CABINS WERE 
S O O N R E P L A C E D B Y S U B S T A N T I A L B R I C K H O U S E S . U N D E R THE G U I D A N C E OF 
F R E D E R I C K R A P ? T H E E C O N O M Y O F T H E G R O U P G R E W F R O M O N E O F S E L F - S U B ­

S I S T E N C E A G R I C U L T U R E TO ONE OF D I V E RS I Ft€D M A NU F A C TU R I N G . B Y 1 8 1 4 
THE S O C I E T Y AHD 7 0 0 M E M B E R S , A TOWN OF 1 5 0 B R I C K B U I L D I N G S , 
NUMEROUS F A C T O R I E S AND P R O C E S S I N G P L A N T S , AND 7 , 0 0 0 A C R E S OF L A N D , 
2 , 0 0 0 OF WHICH WAS C L E A R E D . ITS MANUFACTURED P R O D U C T S , P A R T I C U L A R L Y 
T E X T I L E S AND WOOLENS, G A I N E D A WIDESPREAD R E P U T A T I O N FOR E X C E L L E N C E . 
BY 1814 THE SOCIETY HAD OUTGROWN ITS MARKETS, AND THIS ALONG 
WITH THE DESIRE TO FIND LAND SUITABLE FOR VINEYARDS PROMPTED THE 
SOCIETY TO SELL ALL THEIR HOLDINGS TO A MENNONITE GROUP AND MOVE 
TO A SITE ON THE WABASH RIVER IN INDIANA. HERE AGAIN THEY BUILT 
A PROSPEROUS COMMUNITY ONLY TO SELL IT TO ROBERT OWENS IN 1825. 
THE SOCIETY RETURNED TO PENNSYLVANIA AND BUILT THEIR THIRD AND 
FINAL HOME AT ECONOMY ON THE OHIO RIVER. THE PEAK OF THEIR 
FINANCIAL PROSPERITY WAS REACHED IN 1866. THE PRACTICE OF CELIBACY 
AND THE USUAL SCHISMS THINNED THE SOCIETY'S RANKS, YET THE 
COMMUNITY WAS NOT DISSOLVED UNTIL 1905. 

THE HARMONIE SOCIETY WAS ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL OF AMERICA'S 
MANY UTOPIAN COMMUNI TI ES. ^1 TS HIGH DEGREE OF COMMERCIALIZATION 
C A U S E D IT TO PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA. HARMONIST MANUFACTURES WERE SOLD AS FAR AHAY 
AS NEW ORLEANS, AND THEIR INVESTMENTS IN RAILS, CANALS, OIL FIELDS, 
LUMBER, AND BANKS, PROVIDED A GREAT STIMULUS TO THE LOCAL ECONOMY.*^ 
THE SURVIVING B U I L D I N G S OF HARMONY P R O V I D E A K E E N I N S I G H T INTO THE 
LIFE OF THIS COMMUNITY. MANY OF THE HOUSES HAVE GREAT ARCHITECTURAL 
MERIT. THE FREDERICK RAPP HOUSE WITH ITS FINE EXTERIOR DECORATION 
IS PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT. THE PROPOSED HISTORIC DISTRICT WILL 
INCLUDE MOST OF THE OLO TOWN CENTER AND INSURE THE PRESERVATION 
OF THE FIRST HOME OF THE HARMONIE SOCIETY. 
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