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The Clarence B. Moore house stands as one of Wilson Eyre's most 
successful residential commissions. Designed in ti>-ocGupv a 
comer l o t with only a twenty-six foot frontage on Locust Street, 
the house i s an admirable testimonial to Eyre's genius for creative 
design. 

Basically, the Moore house is a three story brick building with 
raised basement and att i c . Entrance i s gained from the Locust Street 
"(south) side through projecting walled steps leading to an arched 
doorway. A large, circular tower with a t a l l , pointed roof adds cor­
ner emphasis and a touch of the Loire valley. The two massive chim­
neys are treated ap sculpture and are ornaments in themselves, a 
characteristic of ilyre. 

Eire's delicate hand i s present in the l i g h t l y rusticated high 
ground course and enti"anceway of limestone, striated and rusticated 
to create shadows which t i e the building together. Horizontal band­
ing i s also repeated in his use of long, narrow, Pompeiian brick, in 
a delicate patterned brick belt course beneath the third story win­
dows, and i n the shadow cast by the overhanging broad eaves. Al­
though terra cotta ornament was heavily used during this period. 
Eyre's use of grotesques, stone cappings and medallions i s character­
i s t i c a l l y restrained and disciplined. 

The steep slate roof, pointed arch and ogee arch windows and 
"the pro'jeSting bay on the Juniper Street (west) side are character­
i s t i c of Romantic Eclecticism but are here treated with Eire's typi­
cal res'traiiit.' 

Although much of the interior i s now changed due to the occupancy 
of "Bennie the Bum's Steak House," the med,ieval type central h a l l , 
'stalrsi and t i l e d floors are intact. Although restricted in plan, 
the internal arrangement unfolds with ease through the stairway hal l 
into the Gothic medieval h a l l , kitchen, and dining room behind. A 
receiving room occupies the f i r s t floor of the circular tower. 

The Clarence B. Moore house i s presently unoccupied, but plans 
are underway for i t s u t i l i z a t i o n as the new location of the Charles 
Morris Price School of Advertising and Journalism. The school pres­
ently i s using the third floor of the Leidy house next door (also 
by Wilson % r e ) , which i s also owned by the Poor Richard CJLub̂ . This 
proposed use has the blessing of the Philadelphia Histo;^ 
sion. 
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The house was built foj* Clarence Bloomfield Moore, a wealthy 
Philadelphia merchant and an indefatigable traveler, amateur anthro­
pologist, and archaeologist. Moore has also been described as 
"one of the most enviable of Philadelphia's men about town, nOted 
for the choice dinners he gave in his then new house. 

Wilson Eyre, Jr., one of the busiest and surely one of the 
most original of Philadelphia's architects, was commissioned to 
design a house for Mr. Moore to stand on the western part of the 
property he had purchased in I89O from the Universalist Church 
of the Messiah at the northeast corner of Locust and Juniper Sts. 
Eyre's_design with i t s corner tower, elegant dominating chimneys, 
Smusing medallions and gargoyles, deep-set arched windows, and 

?Vihe sophisticated brickwork of the tipper stories re sting, on-a~-' 
striated limestone base is a masterpiece of romantic eclectieism 
and one of Eyre's finest designs. 

The ground floor plan typifies the ease with which Eyre could 
adapt his country house style of domestic architecture to the long, 
narrow Philadelphia lot and produce a comfortable, workable interior 
for his client. ' ' 

A pen and ink rendering of Mr. Moore's house was displayed i n 
Chicago at the Columbian Exposit ion of 1893. 
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Clarence B . Moore House 

AND/OR HISTORIC: Charles Morris Price School 
. , M 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1321 Locust Street (N.E. corner Locust and Juniper Streets) 
CITY OR TOWN: 
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