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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHY.SICAL APPEARANCE

The Clarence B. Moore house stands as one of Wilson Eyre's most
successful residential commissions. Designed in ngg to-occupy a
corner lot with only a twenty-six foot frontage on ILocust Street,
the house is an admirable testimonial to Eyre's genius for creative
design.

Basically, the Moore house is a three story brick building with
“raised basement and attic. Entrance is gained from the Iocust Street
“(south) side through projecting walled steps leading to an arched
doorway. A large, circular tower with a tall, pointed roof adds cor-
ner emphasis and a touch of the Ioire valley. The two massive chim-
neys are treated as sculpture and are ornaments in themselves, a
characteristic of Eyre.

Fyre's delicate hand is present in the lightly rusticated high
ground course and entranceway of limestone, striated and rusticated
to create shadows which tie the building together. Horizontal band-
ing is also repeated in his use of long, narrow, Pompeiian brick, in
a delicate patterned brick belt course beneath the third story win-
dows, and in the shadow cast by the overhanging broad eaves. Al-
though terra cotta ornament was heavily used during this perlod,
Eyre's use of grotesques, stone cappings and medallions is character-
istically restrained and disciplined.

The steep slate roof, pointed arch and ogee arch windows and
-the proaectlng bay on the Juniper Street (west) side are character-
istic of Romantic Eclect1c1sm but are here treated with Fyre's typi-
cal ‘restraidt.’

Although much of the interior is now changed due to the occupancy
‘ of "Bennie the Bum's Steak House," the medieval .type central hall,

: stalrs, ‘and tiled floors are intact. Although restricted in plan,

the internal arrangement unfolds with ease through the stairway hall
into the Gothic medieval hall, kitchen, and dining room behind.. A
receiving room occupies the first floor of the circular tower.

The Clarence B. Moore house is presently unoccupied, but plans
are underway for its utilization as the new location of the Charles
Morris Price School of Advertising and Journalism. The school pres-
ently is using the third floor of the Leidy house next door (also
by Wilson Eyre), which is also owned by the Poor Rlchard Clubs—-This
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NATIONAL

/N

4

\\-’f*‘ ] ‘5,/

REGLij\ &
a \’@!//

338

SNOITLONAJ1LSNI




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbian! [C] 16th Century £ [] 18th Century [ 20th Century
O] 1Ef By O 17th Century ~ ~ @ 19+h Century :
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 189h
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One 6r More as Appropriate)
Aborlglnal [, Education__ _ N Poliyﬁc‘:ql : ~Q Utban Planning
| F’rel'nstonc ' "~ [ Engineering o im) Religioﬁ/PHi‘.H © 7 7 [ Other (Specify)
|:| HIS'OFIC . D. Industry h s . losophy” I
O Agnculfure [J Invention . [ Science
[® Architecture [ Landscape [ Sculpture
[ Art Architecture [] Social/Human-
[J Commerce [ Literature itarian
[] Communications ] Military ] Theater
[C] Conservation [ Music [[] Transportation

STATEMENST OF SIGNIFICANCE]

The house was built for Clarence Bloomfield Moore, a wealthy
Philadelphia merchant and an 1ndefat1gable traveler, amateur anthro-
pologist, and archaeologist. Moore has also been described a
"one of the most enviable of Philadelphia's men about town, néted
for the choice dinners he gave in his then new house.

Wilson Eyre, Jr., one of the busiest and surely one of the
most original of Philadelphia's architects, was commissioned to
design a house for Mr. Moore to stand on the western part of the
property he had purchased in 1890 from the Universalist Church
of ‘the Messiah at the northeast corner of ILocust and Juniper Sts.
Eyre's design with its corner tower, elegant dominating chimmeys,
ému81ng medallions and gargoyles, deep—set arched windows, and

“Tthe sophisticated brickwork of the uppér stories resting on a"
striated limestone base is a masterpiece of romantic eclecticism
and one of Eyre's finest designs.

The ground floor 'plan typifies the ease with which Eyre could
adapt his country house style of domestic architecture to the long,
narrow Philadelphia lot and produce a comfortable, workable interior
for his client.

A pen and ink rendering of Mr. Moore's house was displayed in
Chicago at the Columbian Exposition of 1893.
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Walton, Elizabeth.
Motifs in American Architecture," M.A. thesis, 1962, unpublished,
The Pennsylvania State University

White, Theo B., ed., Philadelphia Architecture in the Nineteenth Century.

"The Building Art of Wilson Eyre: A Study of Queen Anne

Philadelphia, 1953.

American Architect, 189L. Published elevation and floor plan.
Drawing, ink on linen, in Free Library of Philadelphia, signed,
Eyre, Jr., Architect, Philadelphia",
Philadelphia Historical Commission‘files, conta1n1ng brief of tltle, photo—
graphs, clippings and other pertinent data. .
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Mary C. Means

ORGANIZATION

Philadelphia Historlcal Commission

hodno i o idane, 1972
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Philadelphia — © «+iu e
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e

Pennsylvania

Owner notified 8/8/72 )
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and,cer&ify tﬁ:bat@t_ 1?as been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [T] State S Locgl , O

The recommended

,"‘ ; ) '/ v 4 L
Sﬁiis/fiaison Officer

Title Bspeslyy Executive Director, Pa,

Historical & Museum Commission

Date

1 [/29/ 73

Fyinony Tt fih il et
I hereby certify that this property is included in the

”
{

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Histgfic Preservation

ok

Date
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
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Date Entered

Name Location

Wents (Peter) Homestead Worcester Twp.

Montgomery County

z:uto (Clarence B.) House Philadelphia
Philadelphia County

Also Notified

. cott Mr. William J. Vewer
Hon: HiShazd §° sehwetker Reseutive Divester
Hon. Lawrence Coughlin Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Hon, William A. Barvett Commission
Bex 1026
Director, Northeast Region Harrisburg, Pesnsylvanis 17108
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