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(Check One)

xcellent (0 Good (] Fair [] Deteriorated ~ [] Ruins  [] Unexposed

(Check One) = ° ’ (Check One)
) Altered [ Unaltered Y] Moved - " Original Site
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S ?‘75;;3_1,35 THENS SENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
} SEEBETAN 5 i i
. i S LY & vh &
—“PAST APBEARANCE :

A\_ ’ ffTHE PLANK House wAas A 21 STORY COLONIAL BRICK DWELLING PROBABLY
e %
Y BUILT IN THE MID 18TH CENTURYJK;D EMPLOYED THE GERMANIC PRE-METRIC

\\QT STANDARD OF MEASUREMENT. THE 3 BAY FRONT WITH CENTRAL HALLWAY,
SYMMETRICAL FACADE, AND USE OF BRICK WITH GLAZED HEADERS AT THE
GABLES WERE VERY ATYPICAL FOR THE AREA AND PERIODZ |T HAD A
GABLED ROOF, END CHIMNEYS AND A BOXED CORNICE WITH RETaRMf

THE FLOOR PLAN CONSISTED OF A CENTRAL HALLWAY WITH A STAIRCASE

"AT THE FAR END AND TQ& RoéMs ON EITHER SIDE. THERE WERE TWO FIRE
PLAéés DOQNSTAlRé, (séE FLOOR PLAN) ONE DIAGONALLY LOCATED AND
THE OTHER AGAINST THE OPPOSITE GABLE WALL. THIS PATTERN WAS RE-
PEATED UPSTAIRS.

j/% 23 STORY, GABLED ADDITION WAS ATTACHED PERPENDICULARLY
TO THE REAR OF THE MAIN SECTION AND CONTA|NED BEDROOMS AND A
LARGE KITCHEN WITH A BRICK WALK—IN FIREPLACE AT THE GABLE END.
THE DATE OF ITS CONSTRUCTION IS NOT SPECIFICALLY KNOWN BUT WAS
PROBABLY BUILT IN THE MID-19TH CENTURY.Z |T WAs ALSO BUILT
WITH GLAZED HEADERS, RANDOM STRINGER COURSES, AND A BOXED CORNI|CE
W1 TH RETURN.I{PHOTOGRAPHS,TAKEN BEFORE 1915 SHOW THAT THIS ADDITION
HAD AN EXCEPTIONALLY WIDE "FRENCH" DOOR WITH TRANSOM AND A
SECOND STORY GALLERY THAT WAS SUPPORTED BY THE BRICK OF THE FIRST
LEVEL AND CANTILEVERED OVER THE INTERIOR LONGITUDINAL BEAM,

To THE LEFT OF THE LARGE WALK—IN COOKING FIREPLACE WAS A
NARROW STAIRCASE LEADING TO THE SECOND FLOOR. IMMEDIATELY ABOVE
THE WALK=IN FIREPLACE WAS A GEORGIAN FLREPLACE WITH STOVE. THIS
FIREPLACE WAS ORIGINALLY IN THE SOUTH CORNER OF THE ROOM WHEN
THE SECOND STORY GALLERY WAS INTACT. THE INTRICATE DETAIL OF
THE FIREPLACE WAS REPEATEDD IN THE CHAIR RAIL ALONG THE WALLS

OF THIS UPSTAIRS ROOM.

;: THE WOODWORK AND PANBEL ING THROUGHOUT THE HOUSE WAS FINELY
Jike CRAFTED, AND THE SECOND FLOOR WINDOWS OF THE MAIN SECTION WERE
’:; MOST INTERESTING BECAUSE OF THE FLUTED PANELS OF THE WINDOW flmgo

FRAMS.
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FRAMES (PHOTOGRAPH #3).

\ THE PLANK BARN (PHOTOGRAPH #4) WAS A FRAME AND STONE BOTTOM BARN
WITH VERY SMALL WINDOWS AND PURLIN ROOF WITH KICKED EAVES. THE
FLOOR PLAN OF THIS BARN TYPE CONSISTED OF A CENTRAL THRESHING AREA
WITH STABLING AREAS ON EITHER SIDE. THE STABLING PORTIONS HAD A
COBBLE STONE FLOOR, AND ONE OF THE AREAS WAS SOMEWHAT LOWER THAN
THE OTHER. ABOVE THE STABLING AREAS WERE MOWS OR LOFTS FOR THE
STORAGE OF HAY AND GRAIN. ™THE FRAMED TRUSS WAS COMMON IN GERMANIG@
ROOF STRUCTUREXAND OCCURRED IN THE HAUSE.

PRESENT APPEARANCE:

ALTERATIONS, ESPECIALLY TO THE EXTERIOR OF THE PLANK House,
ARE EVIDENT WHEN COMPARISONS ARE MADE OF PHOTOGRAPHS 1 AND 2.
THE MAIN STRUCTURE HAS BEEN STUCCOED AND WHITEWASHED AND WINDOW
FRAMES ENLARGED, BUT THE BOXED CORNICE AND ROOFLINE ARE UNAL -
TERED.\1HE SECOND FLOOR GALLERY OF THE NEWER ADDITION HAS BEEN
ELIMINATED, THE FENESTRATION CONSIDERABLY ALTERED, AND THIS POR=-
TION ALSO STUCCOED AND WHITEWASHED. N

INTERIOR WOODWORK, ROOF STRUCTURE AND BEADED CEILINGS ARE
LARGELY EXXANT EVEN THOUGH ADDITIONS AND RENOVATIONS HAVE BEEN
MADE .
{ THE MID-18TH CENTURY PLANK BARN REMAINS IN RELATIVELY GOOD
CONDITION WITH ITS BASIC THREE BAY FLOOR PLAN AND FRAME TRUSS
ROOF STRUCTURE INTACTH, A MAJOR CHANGE HAS BEEN THE ADDITION

OF A RECENT SHINGLE ROOF AND SHINGLES TO ONE OF T ENDS\\’:\

GPO 921.724
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IT FoLLOWS THE GERMANIC SYSTEM

AND,

THE BLANK House AND BARN ARE

THE HOUSE
¢ = 5

AT THE SAME TIME,

ACTERISTICS SUCH AS THE USE OF BRICK,

STYLE AND CULTURE OF ENGLISH PHILADELPHIA.

BY THE GERMANIC POPULATION OF MONTGOMERY CounTy.

5o § y

FINE EXAMPLES OF GERMAN|C HOME =

IS OF PARTICULAR ARCHITECTURAL '
GERMANIC AND GEORGIAN DESIGN.

OF MEASUREMENT BASED ON A PRE-

ADOPTS GEORGIAN CHAR=

BOXED CORNICE, SYMMETRICAL

FACADE AND INTERIOR WOODWORK/THIS WOULD SUGGEST THAT A CON-—

WAS MADE BY PENNSYLVANIA GERMANS TO ADAPT TO THE

THe PLANK House

POSSIBLY REPRESENTS ONE OF THE EARLIEST ATTEMPTS ,‘TO BLEND STYLES

THE BARN IS

- 1

TYPICAL OF EARLY GERMANIC BOTTOM BARN CONSTRUCTION THAT PRE—

CEDED THE LATER BANK BARN DESIGN IN THIS AREA.Z
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PLATE 105.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. .
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
National [] State [] Local

vate __ 6/)7/73
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION

WILLIAM PENN MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES BUILDING
BOX 1026
"HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA17'IZD

August 1, 1975

Mr. Charles Harrington

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Harrington:

One of our staff members has found mistakes in our
files in 3 National Register sites in Montgomery County,
Pennsylvania. In all three cases the township locations
as they are shown on the maps do not correspond with the
locations indicated on the National Register forms.
These three sites are: (1) The Bergy Bridge Historic
District; form location - Lower Salford Township, correct
location - Upper Salford Township; (2) The Conrad Grubb
Homestead; form location - Lower Frederick Township,
correct location - Upper Frederick Township; (3) The
Long Meadow Farm; form location - Frederick Township,
corree ocatl -~ New Hanover Township. Please correct
the National Register reccnrding these sites. Thank you

for your attention in tlLis matter.

Slncereiy,

H “/(. JEC ?/Z‘Y(Zu .

TREN)
Ed Weintraub, Director
Office of Historic Preservation

EW/pjs




"‘
AN

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE PERMSOLTANIA
Date Entered JUN 1 a 1973 —

Name \ Location

Carnegle Free Lidrazy of Braddock Braddock

Grodh {Coursd) Homestesd Iower Frederick Tounghip
Montgomary County

Benright's Pulling M111 Perzyopolis
Fryotte County

033 Fellow's Hel} Pailadeliphin
adlaielphia County

Corson (Alan V.) Homestead Whiteswrsh Township
Yontzomery County

Yoog Meadow Ferm Froderick
ontgomery County

Brinton's (Z&wmrd) Bouse Chadds Ford vicinity
Chester County

Also Notified

Hone. Hugh Scott
Hone Richerd B. Scimeiker Mr, ¥i1lliem J, Vewver, Exccuiive Divector
Hon, Joseph M. Ceydos Pennsylvenis iistoricsl & luseum
Lone Lewrpence Couzhlin Camicsion
%‘mmm Box 1026

¥illien J. Creen 1
sy Drrrisbhurg, Pennaylvenis 17108

Director, Horthoest Region , !




